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An  EXTRACT  of  tbe 


life  and  death  of 


THOMAS  WALSH. 


PART.  III. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Of  his  lafl  JichneJs  and  death. 

I S Hate  of  body  in  general  (as  has  been 


related)  was  that  of  a lingering  death, 
which  however,  being  interfperfed  with  intervals 
of  comparative  health  and  ftrength,  admitted  of 
his  ftiil  going  on,  in  the  work  of  his  calling. 
But  by  his  lafl  ficknefe  is  meant,  that  degree  of 
difeafe,  which  admitted  of  no  fuch  interval  ; 
and  at  lafl  took  him  off  entirely,  from  all  men- 
tal or  bodily  labour,  and  ended  in  his  removal 
hence. 

This  his  lafl  illnefs  may  be  dated  from  Feb. 
24,  1758,  a few  days  after  his  arrival  at  Briflof, 
in  his  way  to  Ireland.  After  preaching  twice  as 
ufual,  and  fludying  hard  all  day,  he  was  feized 
with  violent  pains  in  his  head,  and  in  all  his 


A 2 


bones. 


[ 4 ] 

bones.  He  however  rofe  the  next  morning  at 
his  ufual  time,  and  preached  ; retiring  afterwards 
to  his  daily  exercifes  ; but  ftiii  feeling  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  diforder,  “ My  body  fays  he,  trem- 
bled with  weakr.efs,  but  my  foul  was  happy  in 
God  !” 

He  avoided  yielding  to  his  pains,  and  pro- 
feeded  in  his  Lord's  work  as  ufual,  for  feveral 
days  : till  at  length  he  was  conflrained  to  take 
his  bed.  Here  he  was  confined  for  feveral  days  : 
and  taking  exaCt  notice,  (as  his  diforder  admitted) 
of  the  (late  of  his  heart,  according  to  his  confiant 
cuflom,  and  growing  fomething  better,  he  wro  e 
from  the  fulnefs  of  his  hcatt  his  flate  and  fenti- 
ments  as  follows, 

“ Sat.  March  4.  (The  day  he  took  his  bed) 
good  is  thy  will  O Lord.  Thy  counfels  of  old 
are  faithfulnefs  and  truth.  Thou  reigneft  in 
righteoufnefs  ; though  no  man  can  know  love  or 
hatred,  by  all  that  is  before  him,  Ecc.  ix.  Thou 
ofivelt  account  of  thv  ways  to  none;  but  afTurefl 

O ' ' 

the  righteous,  that  it Jkall  be  well  with  him-,  and 
that  thy  corrections  are  with  this  defign,  that  we 
mav  partake  of  thy  holinefs.  I am  in  thy  hands, 
O my  God  : work  thy  perfect  will  in  me,  >nd 
fuftain  me  in  this  trial.  I call  upon  thee  in  the 
day  of  trouble  ; and  believe  thou  w iit  deliver  me, 
and  that  I (hall  gloitfy  thee,  and  praife  yet 
more  and  more.  Thus  (as  he  conduct  esy.  I went 
to  bed  very  ill,  and  happy. 
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“ Sund.  5.  My  illnefs  continued  and  en- 
creafed.  1 had  not  much  confolation,  but  was 
gracioufly  preferved  from  buffetings.  Mend.  6.. 
Continued  in  foul  as  yefterday  only  with  more 
examination.  Tuf.  7.  I had  fcarcely  any  al- 
teration in  body  or  foul.  I cried  to  God,  and 
he  heard  me;  but  the  fweet  and  ufual  returns  of 
prayer  were  not.  WedneJ.  8.  God  gave  me  to 
weep  much  for  the  fins  of  my  whole  life.  Thurf. 
9.  My  pains  and  pleafures,  corporal  and  fpiri- 
tual,  were  as  the  day  before.  Frid.  10.  I had 
more  confolation  of  foul.  Sat.  it.  Thefpiritof 
prayer  was  plentifully  imparted  to  me  : I could 
plead  the  mercies,  and  promifes,  and  merits  of 
God  my  Saviour,  and  his  love  and  joy  were 
more  plentifully  poured  into  my  foul.  Sund.  12. 
I had  gracious  intimations  of  the  good  will  of 
God  towards  me  in  this  ficknefs. 

“ Mond.  13.  I was  able  to  read  and  pray,  and 
advife  friends  to  love  God  and  feek  him  in  oood 

D 

earneft,  while  they  had  ffrength.  Tuef.  14.  I 
was  better  (till,  and  prayed  for  the  increafe  of 
holy  love  in  the  children  of  God,  and  for  the 
propagation  of  the  faith  in  all  nations.” 

Befides  this  daily  minuting  down  the  ftate  of 
his  foul,  he  on  a general  review  (as  was  his  con- 
ftant  manner  on  thefe  occafions)  of  the  whole, 
has,  among  feveral  other  particulars,  the  follow- 
ing obfervations, 

*“  I had  a conflant  witnefs  from  the  Holy 
Glioft,  that  I was  a child  of  God.  However, 
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the  fins  of  my  whole  life  were  brought  to  m}'re= 
membrance  ; particularly  thofe  of  my  heart ; th? 
manifold  backflidings  known  only  to  God.  For 
altho’  God  preferved  me  from  falling  even  once, 
into  thofe  fins,  in  which  I lived  in  the  days  of 
my  ignorance  ; neverthelefs  I faw  my  pride,  de- 
fire,  felf-will,  felf-indulgence,  levity,  and  mif- 
fipending  time.*  I mav  add  to  thefe,  my  want 
of  love  to  God,  charity  to  my  neighbour,  and 
more  ferious  concern  for  my  own  foul.  I faw 
how  wonderfully  the  Lord  had  dealt  with  me, 
raifing  me  from  the  duft,  and  giving  me  fo  ma- 
ny and  invaluable  bleflings ; fo  that  I ought,  more 
than  all  men,  to  ferve  and  love  him.” 

“ I was  moreover  deeply  convinced  how  pof- 
ftble,  yea  eafy  it  is,  for  a perfon  after  having  re- 
ceived great  light,  love,  power,  and  joy,  to  fali 
notwithfianding,  into  a certain  dulnefs  of  foul ; 
and  that  holy  defires,  vehement  thirftings  after 
God,  and  the  fpirit  of  prayer,  may  be  lelTened, 
and  loft.  Truly  we  can  keep  nothing  unlefs  the 
Holy  Gkojl  help  our  infirmities  continually. 

* “ But 


* So  fevere  a judge  was  he  of  himfelf,  while  in  the  judgment 
of  all  who  knew  his  manner  of  life,  he  was  exeroplarily  re- 
markable for  the  direft  contrary.  But  “ the  higheft  flames  (to 
ofe  the  words  of  the  great,  and  pious  bifhop  Taylor)  are  the  molt; 
tremulous;  and  fo  the  molt  holy  and  eminent  religious  perfons, 
are  more  full  of  awfulnefs,  and  fear,  and  modefty,  and  humi- 
lity. And  it  is  a fare  rule,  that  whatfoever  heights  of  piety, 
union  or  familiarity,  any  man  pretends  to,  it  is  of  the  devil,  u ti- 
le fs  the  greater  alfo  be  the  humility  of  the  man. 


* “ But  the  grand  leffon  of  all  which  in  this 
fittle  interval  I learned  was,  the  abfolute  necef- 
fity  of  being  free  from  perfons,  things,  and  pla- 
ces. I faw  what  a tendency  the  foul  has  to  reft 
in  fomething  befide  God  ; I faw  that  even  when 
we  give  up  our  beloved  fins,  and  all  temporal 
things,  we  are  neverthelefs  apt  to  reft  in  the 
gifts  and  graces  of  God;  making  them  as  it  were 
our  Saviour,  and  comforter  inftead  of  Chrift.” 

* “ I faw  farther,  how  deeply  the  love  of  life 
and  learning  had  been  rooted  in  my  heart : and 
that  God  faw  it  neceftary  to  coned!  me  often,  to 
fliew  me  the  vanity  of  both.” 

* “ I believe  he  is  refolved  to  fave  my  foul  to 
the  uttermoft  ; and  he  ufes  various  ways  to  ac- 
complifh  this  end.  I believe  this  ficknefs  will  be 
of  great  fervice  to  my  foul,  and  perhaps  of  more 
ufe  to  the  children  of  God,  than  my  labours 
could  be.  My  defire  is  only  to  live  wholly  to 
him,  and  to  get  more  of  the  love  and  life  of 
Chrift.  Lord  look  upon  me,  a weak  and  uncon- 
ftant  man,  and  ftrengthen,  and  eftablifh  my 
heart  with  thy  love. 

“ In  exhorting  the  believers,  I found  much  of 
divine  confolation.  O how  fweet  were  thefe 
two  hours ; and  how  fhort ! Love  is  a wonderful 
thing.” 

Sund.  2 6-  I was  in  a high  fever,  yet  when  I 
got  with  the  family,  I forgot  my  pain,  while  we 
converfed  of  the  love  of  God.  It  being  Eafter- 
day , I examined  what  I had  gained  fince  laft  Eaf- 
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ter  ? And  I trufi  God  has  given  me  more  humi- 
lity, patience,  and  likenefs  to  himfelf.” 

He  was  detained  at  Brijlol , thro’  his  illnefs, 
longer  than  he  had  intended  ; and  was  but  flightly 
recovered,  when  he  was  told  of  a fhip,  juft  rea- 
dy to  fail  for  Cork.  Being  refolved  on  the  jour- 
ney, and  willing  to  embrace  the  very  firft  oppor- 
tunity, weak  as  he  was,  he  embarked  at  Pill  on 
the  13th  of  April.  The  pafTage  was  extremly 
dangerous ; infomuch,  that  the  mariners  them- 
felves,  looked  for  nothing  lefs  than  perifhing,  fo 
boifterous  were  the  winds  and  the  feas.  But  fee 
the  blelfednefs  of  being  true  believers  in  Chrift  ! 
* Tho’  they  expefted  every  moment  to  go  to 
the  bottom  of  the  great  deep  ; “ Yet  God,  fays 
he,  gave  me  more  faith,  and  patience,  and  joy, 
than  ever  I felt  before.  I could  not  fee  death 
terrible  to  me.  I prayed,  and  praifed  God  in- 
ceffantly  ; for  fleep  I could  not  an  hour  while  on 
board  ; and  neither  could  I eat.  But  Chrift  was 
with  me  in  all,  and  fupported  me.  I pleaded 
with  the  Lord  in  behalf  of  the  palfengers,  be- 
feeching  him  that  he  would  not  take  them  awTay 
in  their  fins.  They  cried  out  vehemently,  “ We 
are  not  fit  to  die  !”  On  their  account  I did  not 
defire  to  fleep  ; I cried  aloud  to  God  in  prayer 
in  the  cabbin ; and  they  gladly  attended  then. 
On  Saturday  the  wind  abated,  and  the  next  day 
we  landed  fafe  in  Cork.’ 

* On  my  hearing  of  his  arrival  (being  then  in 
the  county,  and  it  being  many  months,  fince  we 
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parted  at  London)  I haftened  to  fee  him  ; and 
can  never  forget  the  idea,  which  the  firR  fight  of 
him  gave  me,  of  a man  in  deep  Jelloujhip  with 
God.  On  my  opening  his  room  door,  and  juft 
appearing,  he  got  up  from  his  chair,  being  in 
deep  contemplation,  and  with  a fpirit  and  coun- 
tenance, compofed  and  folemn  as  the  grave,  he 
faid  with  a low  voice,  ‘ God  blefs  you.’  We 
embraced  each  other  with  tears;  after  which 
kneeling  down,  he  prayed,  as  to  a prefent  God 
indeed  ! with  fuch  melting  and  moving  expref- 
fions,  and  with  fuch  reverential  confidence,  as 
furpaffed  all  that  I had  known  and  admired  in 
him  before;  and  plainly  difcovered  his  having 
entered  fi nee  we  parted,  much  further  into  the 
holiejl,  by  the  blood  of  Jesus,  - 

* During  the  time  he  flayed  here,  I was  a dai- 
ly witnefs  of  his  manner  of  life;  and  faw  with 
much  concern,  his  fwift  approaching  end.  He 
had  moft  of  the  fymptoms  of  a confumption,  in 
its  laft  Rage:  which  increafed  upon  him  every 
day.  The-filver  cords  of  life  began  to  loojen , and 
the  golden  bowl,  the  whole  of  this  wonderful,  and 
curioufiy  wrought  machine,  t o be  broken.  He 
had  an  intermitting  fever,  which  returned  regu- 
larly every  day- about  eleven  o’clock  ; an  habitual 
cough,  and  moft  pro fufe  night-fweats  ; all  which 
had  now  fo  emaciated  and  weakened  him,  that  the 
marks  of  death  already  appeared  upon  him.  And 
yet  notwithftatiding  this,  he  Rill  fodefiredto  dif- 
courfe  of  the  things  of  eternity,  that,  while  he 
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was  at  all  able  to  Hand,  or  fpeak,  be  could  rot  bs 
diffuaded  from  preaching  : and  altho’  he  brought 
into  the  pulpit  the  very  image  of  death  upon  his 
face,  fo  that  it  could  hardly  be  expefted  be 
fhould  fpeak  ten  minutes  ; he  has  nevertheless 
preached  a full  hour,  to  the  aflonifliment  of  all 
who  heard  him.  One  would  have  thought  he 
mull  have  droptdown  dead  immediately  after. 

His  internal  Hate,  Hill  the  object  of  his  clofe 
attention,  during  his  continuance  at  Cork,  where 
there  isreafon  to  believe  he  began  full,  to  think, 
this  ficknefs  would  be  unto  death,  he  fummarily 
expreffes  thus. 

* “ Sat.  April  29.  My  foul  truly  waiteth  upon 
God.  My  body  feels  pain  and  weaknefs  ; but 
my  foul  enjoys  the  living  fire  of  the  Holy  Ghojl  l 
Oh,  may!' die  the  death  of  the  righteous:  and 
let  my  lad  end  be  like  his!  I wait  for  thy  falva- 
tion,  O Lord  ! Weak  I am,  but  cannot  be  mov- 
ed while  Jefus  is  my  {Length.  O that  every 
pain  may  buc  increafe  my  love  to  God  ! I am 
fupported  by  the  fire  within,  and  by  believing 
that  Jefus  is  at  the  right-hand  of  God.:’ 

The  time  being  come  which,  he  had  appoint- 
ed for  leaving  Cork,  and  going  on  to  Limerick  ; 
being  attended  by  his  oven  brother : another 
friend  and  I,  accompanied  him  a dozen  miles  on 
the  way.  At  the  inn  where  we  Hopped,  be  dif- 
courfed  to  us  at  dinner,  of  the  things,  pertaining 
to  the  life  of  a ChriHian,  refpefling  particular  in- 
Hances  of  conduct ; but  his  weaknefs  prevented 
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him  faying  as  much  as  we  could  have  defired. 
* I (hall  never  forget  our  parting  ! The  other  per- 
fons  being  gone  down  flairs,  after  he  had  faid 
fome  particular  things  to  me,  we  kneeled  down, 
and  prayed  together,  for  the  laft  time  ! We  then 
took  our  final  farewell  of  each  other  in  this 
world  ! He  went  on  his  way,  and  I went  mine  ; 
each  of  us  expending  to  meet  no  more,  till  we 
met  in  happier  climes,  and  in  a better  world  ! 

* I do  not  find,  that  from  this  time,  he  kept 
any  further  account  in  writing,  of  the  daily  ftate 
of  his  foul;  owing,  I am  inclined  to  think,  to 
the  violence  of  his  diforder,  which  increafed 
now,  almoft  every  hour  ; and  which  weakened 
and  impaired  the  faculties  of  his  mind,  as  well  as 
the  flrength  of  his  body.  Hence,  beholding 
things  tliro’fo  defeftive  a medium,  he  became  in 
reality,  an  unfit  judge  of  his  own  ftate.  The  in- 
fluence which  this  kind  of  diforder  in  particular, 
frequently  has  upon  the  powers  of  the  mind,  is 
well  known,  even  to  the  reprefenting  things 
which  concern  one’s  felf,  and  others,  often  di- 
rectly contrary  to  what  they  really  are. 

He  had  the  judgment  and  advice  of  the  bell 
phyficians,  wherever  he  came;  who.  on  the. 
flighteft  intimation,  offered  their  afliftance  with 
all  chearfulnefs,  neither  expeQing.  nor  defiring- 
any  other  gratuity  than,  (as  one  of  them  once 
expreffed)  “ the  prayers  of  Mr.  Waljh. They 
generally  agreed,  that  his  diforder  was  brought 
on  thro’  exceftive  labour — frequent,  and  loud 
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preaching,  intenfe  application  to  ftudy,  want  oxr 
proper,  and  fufficient  reft  : and  fatigue  in  general. 
They  like'  ife  judged,  that  his  cafe  was  now  paft 
all  remedy. 

* It  was  however  judged  advifable,  that  he 
fhould  be  removed  from  Limerick , to  the  more 
free  and  open  air  of  the  country.  He  went  thi- 
ther accordingly,  where  he  had  the  tendered:  and 
moft  affectionate  attendance,  with  whatfoever 
was  judged  moft  proper  to  alleviate  the  rigour  of 
the  difeafe,  and  reftore  him,  if  God  fhould  fo 
pleafe,  to  health.  But  it  was  now  too  late  1 And 
his  friend's  perceiving,  that  neither  airnorphyfic 
availed  any  thing,  they  according  to  his  own  incli- 
nation and  defire,  removed  him  to  Dublin.  His 
next  remove,  was  to  the  city  of  the  great  King, 
the  paradife  of  God  ! 

Concerning  the  ftate  of  his  foul,  for  a few 
months  before  his  death,  as  he  wrote  nothing  on 
the  head  during  that  time,  we  can  fpeak  with  lefs 
certainty,  than  of  what  has  been  already  related. 
And  embarking  for  England  foon  after  we  part- 
ed, I neither  faw  nor  heard,  any  thing  particu- 
larly concerning  him,  till  a letter  brought  the 
tidings  of  his  being  no  more  in  this  world.  But 
from  the  accounts  of  perform  of  undoubted  vera- 
city, who  attended  him  during:  that  time,  we 
learn,  that  his  ftate  was  not  indeed  joyous,  but 
grievous.  * He  drank  of  his  Lord's  cup  of  for- 
sew,  and  was  in  truth-  deeply,  baptized  with  his 
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baptifm.  He  was  immerged  in  affliction's  fur- 
nace and  plunged  in  the  deepclt  waters. 

“ His  flefh  chaftized,  with  ton  ring  pain 
His  foul,  and  ficknefs  clave  his  bones  ; 

Keen  anguifh  dwelt  in  ev’ry  vein, 

And  fadly  turn’d  his  breath  to  moans. 
Sorrow  was  all  his  foul  ; he  fcarce  perceiv'd* 
But  by  the  pains  he  fuffer’d,  that  he  liv’d  !” 

He  was  tempted,  and  forely  buffeted  of  the  de- 
vil. The  nature  of  his  diforder  expofed  him  to 
a degree  of  precipitancy,  and  difcompofure, 
which  he  was  more  than  fuperior  to,  while  in 
better  health.  In  fhort,  fo  did  the  wifdom  of- 
God  permit,  that  thro’  the  malice  of  Satan,  the- 
extreme  violence  of  his  diforder,  and  the  concur- 
rence of  feveral  other  circumflances,  thisfervant 
of  God,  was  brought  to  the  utmoft  extremity  of 
fpiritual  diffrefs  and  anguifh,  confident  with 
keeping  the-  faith  : infomuch  that  it  was- but  few 
degrees  removed  from  defpair. 

“ His  agonizing  foul  fweat  blood! 

With  Chrift  he  fainted  on  the  tree. 

And  cry’d  in  death,  “ My  God,  my  God, 

Ah  ! Why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?” 

* His  great  foul  lay  thus,  as  it  were  in  ruins, 
:or  fome  confiderable  time  ; and  poured  out  many 
a heavy  groan,  and  fpeechlefs  tear,  from  an  op- 
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preffive  heart,  and  dying  body.  He  fadly  be- 
wailed the  abfence  of  him,  whofe  wonted  pre- 
fence had  fo  often  given  him  the  victory,  over 
the  manifold  contradictions  and  troubles,  which 
he  endured  for  his  name- fake.  A heart  fo  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  vifits  of  its  Lord,  and  fo  refllefs  at 
his  fmalleft  abfence,  as  his  was  throughout  his 
warfare,  muff  needs  be  deeply  afflicted  when  left, 
feemingly  to  its  own  poverty,  and  furrounded  as 
it  were  with  hoffs  of  infernal  fiends,  feeking  to 
devour  him.  The  intervals  which  he  had  of  cef- 
iation  from  the  extremity  of  the  conflict,  and  of 
comparatively  quiet  confidence  in  God,  are  not 
perhaps  fo  well  known  : but  that  he  had  fuch, 
may  well  be  fuppofed  ; for  otherwife  his  foul 
and  flefh  muff  needs  have  failed  before  God. 

It  was  however  not  till  a fhort  time  before  his 
complete  and  eternal  deliverance,  that  his  Lord 
appeared  to  his  help  : and  by  making  himfelf 
known,  as  lefus,  his  well  known  Saviour,  en- 
tirely eafed  the  anguifh  of  his  cpDrefled  foul! 
The  beams  of  his  brightnefs  difpevled  the  clouds  : 
and  the  fmiles  of  "his  countenance  more  than 
compenfated.for  all  his-  night  of  forrow.  L(e 
fpoke  and  faid  unto  him,  The  winter  is  pafTed  ; 
arife  my  love. and  come,  away  ! 

* The  manner  of  his  deliverance  was  as  fol- 
lows. A few  friends  being  at  prayer  with  him, 
on  Sunday  evening ; as-foon  as  they  concluded, 
he  defired  to  be  left  alone,  in  order,  as  he  faid, 

to  meditate  a little.’  They  withdrew  : anj 

he 
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he  remained  deeply  recollefled  for  fome  time  t 
pufl  then,  God,  dropping  into  his  foul,  no  doubt, 
fome  lively  foretafle  of  the  joys  to  come,  and 
fpreading  the  day  of  eternity  thro’  the  regions  of 
his  inward  man  ; he  burft  out  in  tranfport,  and 
pronounced,  in  a dying  voice  indeed,  but  with  the 

joy  of  angels  ! “ He  is  come  N //g  is  come! 

■ My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I am  his  ! His 

for  ever!”  And  uttering  thefe  words,  he  fweetly 
breathed  out  his  foul  into  the  arms  of  his  belov- 
ed ; on  the  8th  day  of  April  1739,  and.  in  the: 
28th  year  of  his  age. 


The  CONCLUSION. 

WE  cannot  fufficiently  admire  and  adore:,. 

the  unfearchable  counfels,  and  impene- 
trable fecrets  of  God  our  Saviour,  with  refpeft 
to  the  management  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  dlf- 
pofal  of  his  fervants.  Two  reflexions  arc  natur- 
al, on  confidering  the  preceding  account  in  ge- 
neral. 

* 1.  To  fee,  a man.deiivercd  from  the  blind- 
nefs  of  error  and  fuperflition,  and  brought  into 
the  light  and  enjoyment  of  truth  ; the  knowledge 
of  the  true,  God  .and  of  his  fpiritual  w.orfhip — to 
fee  him  brought  out  from  the  obfcurity  ofretire- 
ment,  and  that  by  the  remarkable  interpofition  of 
divine  providence,  in  order  to  fpread  the  favour 

of 
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ef  the  knowledge  of  God,  among  mankind,  in 
the  molt  public  manner — to  confider  him  as  fin- 
gularly  fitted  for  this,  by  knowledge,  by  the 
word  of  truth,  dwelling  richly  in  him  ; by  puri- 
ty, by  zeal  for  God’s  glory,  by  the  armour  of 
righteoufnefs,  and  by  the  power  of  God,  attend- 
ing his  word — To  fee  fuch  an  one  cut  off  from 
among  men,  in  the  prime  of  life,  juft  fully  fur- 
nifhed  for  promoting  the  kingdom  of  the  Son  of 
God,  to  which  he  was  entirely  devoted,  is  a 
thing  which  will  be  acknowledged  to  confound 
human  underftanding. 

Without  entring  deeply  into  the  matter,  one 
may  eafily  learn  herefrom,  at  leaf!  a confirmation 
of  that  weighty  truth,  that  Gcd is  net  worjhipped, 
or  ferved  by  mens  hands,  as  tho  lit  needed  any 
perfon  or  thing . He  leaves  no  one  any -room  to 
fay  or  think  within  themfelves,  that  the  caufe 
and  glory  of  God  needed  them,  or  at  leafl  had 
fame  connexion  with  our  Handing  or  being  re- 
moved. He  is  at  no  time  at  a iofs  how  -to  ferve 
his  own  glory,  and  the  neceffrties  of  his  crea- 
tures. Hereby  moreover  he  would  flam  the 
pride  of  human  glory;  and  teach  us,  what  can 
never  be  too  fully  learned,  to  walk  humbly  with 
our  God  ; not  to  judge  according  to  appear  ances  ; 
and  to  learn  to  conceive  of  things  and  perfons, 
not  according  to  bare  human  eftimauon,  but  ac- 
cording  to  the  will  of  God.  O that  we  mav  learn 

O j 

from  every  occurrence,  to  fly  to  him,  in  all  our 
affffdions  and  defires!  Then  whenever  our 

chang 
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d&ange  comes,  we  fhall  be  welcomed  by  fu= 
perior  beings,  and  not  much  miffed  by  men, 
who  delight  in  nov  elties. 

Whatever  fecret  reafons  might  be  the  caufe  of 
fuch  a procedure,  in  the  divine  difpofals  ; whe- 
ther ingratitude,  or  fomething  bordering  upon 
idolatry  in  the  people,  or  whatever  was  the  caufe, 
certain  it  is,  that  we  need  never  fail  to  reap  in- 
ffrudlion  and  advantage,  from  fuch  awful  provi- 
dences ; the  deceafe  of  our  deareft  friends,  fincer 

“ For  us  they  languifh,  and  for  us  they  die  !:r 

2.  But  what  may  feem  moft  ffrange  is,  that  a 
perfon  fo  eminent  for  piety,  fo  laborious  for 
God’s  glory;  fo  exemplarily  religious,  in  the 
whole  of  his  converfation  ; fo  ufeful  to  others: 
in  a word,  fo  entirely,  and  unrefervedly  devoted 
to  Chriff,  fhould  in  the  time  of  his  greateft  ne- 
ceffity,  be  fo  deffitute  of  fpiritual  comfort.  And 
it  muff  be  acknowledged,  in  great  meafure,  to  be 
a part  of  thofe  ways,  of  which  God  giveth  ac- 
count to  none.  His  judgment  are  unj 'ear ck able, 
and  his  zvays  pajl  finding  out.  His  way  is  in  the 
fiea , and  his  paths  in  the  great  waters-,  and  his 
fiootjleps  are  not  known.  And  who  fhall  fay  to 
God,  “ What  doff  thou  ?”  “ What  I do  thou 
knoweft  not  now,”  is  indeed  applicable  to  the  ge- 
neral courfe  of  God’s  providences ; and  to  much 
of  the  experience  of  Chriftians  in  particular  ; and 
perhaps  this  is  the  belt  footing  on  which  to  reff 

tllS 
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the  prefent  cafe,  namely  the  myfterious  coun- 
cils of  God,  with  refpefl  to  his  dealings  with 
his  fervants : with  him  we  are  confideting  in 
particular. 

Who  can  account  for  that  providence  which 
left  the  life  offo  holy  a perfon  as  John  the  Bap - 
tift , in  fuch  infamous  hands  1 Which  permitted  it 
to  be  facrificed  to  the  malice  of  an  abandoned  har- 
lot, the  petulancy  of  a vain  girl,  and  the  rafh- 
nefs  of  a foolifh,  perhaps  drunken  prince,  who 
made  a prophet’s  head  the  reward  of  a dance  ? 
The  fame  reafoning  has  weight,  with  refpeft  to 
the  treatment  which  he  has  permitted  his  moft 
eminent  fervants  in  all  ages  to  meet  with.  It  is 
the  fixed  decree  of  heaven,  concerning  the  right- 
eous, that  through  much  tribulation  (outward  or 
inward,  or  both)  they  muff  enter  the  kingdom 
of  God.  And  the  moft  part  of  ecclefiaftical  ftory, 
is  in  great  meafure  no  other  than  a comment  on 
this  great  truth  ; which  likewife  receives  abun- 
dant confirmation  from  numberlefs  parts  of  holy 
fcripture. 

There  may  be,  for  ought  that  can  be  known 
by  us,  a certain  refemblance  in  fome  particulars, 
between  his  cafe  of  whom  we  fpeak,  and  that  of 
Job.  (fee  chap.  ii.  3—6.)  But  in  both,  and  in- 
deed in  all  refembling  inftances,  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  is  vifibly  feen  ; that  he  is  pitiful,  and  cf 
tender  mercy,  and  afflidls  his  children  only  for 
their  profit,  that  they  might  partake  of  his  holi- 
nefs.  And  we  are  well  allured,  that  he  will  re- 
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pay  his  fervants  in  another  world,  for  whatever 
they  fuffer  in  this  : even  of  fuch  as  fill  up  that 
which  is  behind  of  tire  affliflions  of  Chrift  in 
their  flefh. 

As  to  the  difficulty  of  reconciling  with  his 
former  enjoyments,  and  profeffions,  fuch  a ftate~ 
of  conflifl  and  difcomfort,  as  this  his  laft  ftage 
was  accompanied  with,  it  may  be  confidered., 
that  although  it  was  uncommon,  yet  the  cafe  is 
net  fingular : to  recite  examples  would  be  end- 
lefs.  It  is  true,  that  God  has  given  us  multi- 
ply’d  and  various  inftances,  in  the  Iafl  ftages  of 
his  fervants  in  moll  ages,  both  of  triumphant  fu- 
periority  to  ficknefs,  pain  and  death  in  fome  : of 
holy  mourning,  deep  abafement,  and  patient  re- 
fignation,  in  others  : and  there  have  been  thofe 
likewife,  whofe  lafl  ficknefs  have  been  fuch  times 
of  painful  purgation  from  human  foibles,  and 
fore  conflift  from  diabolical  temptations,  that  the 
utmoft  they  have  been  able  to  do,  has  been  to 
abide  in  the  furnace  ; till  patience  having  had  its 
perfect  work,  they  juft  ftept  from  the  crofs — to 
the  crown!  Witneffing,  only  with  their  parting 
breath,  Viftory  ! Victory  ! And  all  this  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  account  for,  by  appearances. 

Thus  we  hear  one,  in  his  laft  ficknefs  faying, 
“ I am  by  the  wonderful  mercy  of  God,  as  full 
of  comfort  as  my  heart  can  hold,  I feel  nothing 
in  my  foul  but  Chrift,  with  whom  I heartily  de- 
fire to  bed’  Another,  “ I am  like  a bird  upon 
the  wing,  and  would  fain  be  at  Immanuel's  land, 

where 
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where the  tree  of  life  is.  Here  lama  weak  mar/, 
in  the  hands  of  the  king  ol  terrors,  rejoicing  in 
hope  of  the  glory  that  fhall  be  revealed  ; and  that 
by  the  death  and  refurref'tion  of  a defpifed  Chrift* 
All  thefe  foft  clothes  are  like  fack  cloth,  and  vet 
I have  perfeB  reft  of  fpirit.’’  Another,  “ O how 
does  the  love  of  God  wipe  off  all  pain  1 The  fer- 
vants  of  God  fuffer  nothing.  Their  trials  are  but 
for  a moment ; their  joys  are  eternal !”  Ten  thou- 
fand  inftances  of  this  fort  misjht  he  alledoed,  in 

the  prelent  generation  (to  look  no  farther) 

Perfons  who  throughout  a courfe  of  pains  and 
wants,  evidenced  the  viftorious  conqueft  which 
faith  gives  over  all  our  enemies,  3nd  over  death, 
the  laft  of  all. 

There  have  been  thofe  on  the  other  hand, 
who  after  a courfe  of  ufeful  and  holy  living  ; of 
eminency  in  wifdotn,  and  in  favour  with  God, 
have  neverthelefs,  towards  the  fettin^  of  their 
fun,  wanted  thofe  joyous  beams  of  triumphant 
light  and  life;  and  who  approached  their  feat  of 
repofe  with  many  tears  and  fighs ; with  lhame, 
and  confulion,  and  hopes,  and  dependence;  and 
even  at  the  laft,  left  nothing  particularly  memo- 
rable, for  the  difeourfe,  and  joy  of  the  furvivors ; 
* but  who  irotwithftanding,  have  attained  their 

wifhed- 

* St.  Attftin  is  faid  to  have  had  tiie  penitential  pfalm.s  wrote  in 
large  chara&ers,  and  pinned  to  the  infide  of  the  curtains  of  his 
dying  bed,  defiring  to  die  as  he  repeated  them  with  weeping. 

Bifhop  UJhcr  followed  the  fame  example  and  prayed  came  Pi  y i« 
God,  to  pardon  Iris  fins  of  omlflion. 
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wilhed-for  port,  and  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  ihofe 
peaceful  manfions  ! John  xiv.  2, 

“ Wh  ere  con£i£l»  paid,  redouble  prefent  joys'” 

Diverfity  of  completions,  different  periods  of 
grace,  or  divine  dilpenfations  ; with  a thoufand 
particulars  known  bed  to  God,  may  be  taken  in- 
to confideration,  in  attempting  to  account  for 
this  difference  in  the  divine  difpofals  concerning 
his  fervan  ts.  But  I forbear  attempting  to  folve, 
that  of  which  I am  free  to  profefs  my  ignorance : 
and  wait  for  that  light,  which  will  infallibly 

throw  full  day  on  darkeil  feenes  of  time. 

It  may  be  farther  obferved  concerning  this  fer- 
vant  of  God,  that  although  his  comforts  had 
been  exceeding  great  throughout  mod  part  of 
his  experience,  yet  he  had  frequent  and  violent 
encounters  with  the  enemy  : fo  that  fometimes 
we  find  in  the  fame  paragraph,  acknowledgments 
of  the  great  joy  and  peace  which  he  felt,  and 
complainings  of  grievous  temptations  and  trials. 
Take  an  indance  or  two  among  a thoufand,  in 
his  own  words. 

“ I found  in  retirement  fore  druggies  and 
deep  confolation.  ’ And  again,  although  love 
and  joy  lived  and  flowed  in  rne,  vet  I wept  and 
made  fuppiication,  being  dronglv  tempted  of 
.the  devil.  Ah,  Lord!  Thou  know  eft  my  date, 

and 
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and  trials  ! And  my  groanings  are  not  hid  from 
thee  ! What  confli&s  with  myfelf  do  I daily 
feel! 

Some  are  -tempted  moll  in  the  beginning  of 
their  converfion,  fome  towards  the  latter  end, 
and  others  there  are,  who  are  foreiy  tempted 
throughout  their  whole  life.  The  • latter  was 
his  cafe.  But  now  efpecially,  his  natural  facul- 
ties weakning  in  proportion  to  the  decay  of  his 
-bodily  flrength,  rendered  him  the  fitter  mark  for 
Satan,  to  attack  with  his  lafl  and  mofl  violent 
affaults,  which  therefore  he  plyed  to  purpofe. 
He  could  not  however  make  him  let  go  his  in- 
tegrity : nor  did  he  alter  his  fentiments,  con- 
cerning any  point  of  Chriflian  do&rine,  or  re- 
train any  thing  he  bad  formerly  faid  relating 
.thereto.  And  as  to  the  courfe  of  his  moil  fecret 
walking,  altho’  on  the  whole,  he  faw  nothing 
whereof  to  glory  in  himfelf  before  God  ; but 
rather  was  continually  filled  with  holy  fhame  and 
deep  abafements,  at  the  difparitv  which  he  flill 
perceived  between  himfelf  and  his  holy  Lord  ; 
yet  there  was  no  particular  fin  fince  his  conver- 
fion, with  the  cherifhing  of  which  he  could 
charge  himfelf.  To  which  may  be  added,  that 
in  the  midft  of  this  hour  and,  power  of  darkne/s, 
he  never  once  charged  God  fooliihly  ; but  on  the 
contrary  he  fought  to  him  with  groans,  and  tears, 
and  cries,  without  ceafing  ! 

His  bufferings  both  of  body  and  mind  were 
.great  beyond  defcription : but  when  we  con- 

fider 
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fider,  thus  did  God  permit  concerning  him,  it 
puts  to  filence  every  doubtful,  evil  reafoning 
on  the  head.  By  conftituting  him  a perfeft  fuf- 
ferer,  God  thereby,  made  him  the  more  con- 
formable to  his  buffering,  conquering  Son ; that 
Man  of  for  rows  and  acquainted  with  griefs  ! And 
rendered  his  condition  not  that  of  a baftard,  or 
bafe-born  child,  abandoned  of  God,  and  rejec- 
ted ; but  on  the  contrary',  that  of  a beloved  Son 
fcou-rged  and  purified  by  his  heavenly  Father, 
that  he  might  thereby,  more  eminently  partake 
of  his  holinefs  and  glory.  And  fhouid  heaven 
permit  his  conveying  to  us  his  prefent  fen- 
timents,  concerning  Iris  momentary  afflidlions, 
we  fhouid  certainly  hear  him  pronounce  to  this 
effea. 

For  all  I blefs  thee  ; moil,  for  the  fevere  ; 

Amidft  my  lift  of  bleftings  infinite, 

Stand  this  theforemoft,  “ that  my  heart  kas'bled.” 

He  had  hope  in  his  end,  and  therefore  ceafed 
not  to  cry  to  Jefus,  who  was  with  him  in  reality 
all  the  while,  in  the  furnace ; and  finally  appear- 
ed his  friend  and  his  beloved  l 

c:  Tryed  to  the  laft  but  not  forfook ; 

But  honour’d  with  diftmguifh’d  grace. 

Heaven-ward  he  call;  a dying  look, 

.And  faw  once  more  his  Saviour’s  face. 


He 
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'**  He's  come  1 My  we'l-belov’d,  he  faid, 

And  I am  his,  and  he  is  mine  !” 

He  fpake,  he  gaz’d,  he  bow’d  his  head, 

And  funk  into  the  arms  divine  !"’ 

On  the  whole,  I profefs,  that  although  on  my 
fir  ft  hearing  of  the  affli&ive  fcene  through  which 
he  paired,  I was  more  aftonifhed  than  at  anv 
thing  I ever  remember  to  have  happened  to  rav- 
felf  or  others ; remaining  in  dumb  fufpenfe,  at 
what  could  be  the  caufe  of  fo  unexpected  a pro- 
cedure ? Neverthelefs,  I am  now  inclined  to  con- 
fider  the  whole  affair  as  an  argument,  rather  of 
his  ffrength  than  the  contrary.  His  fupporting 
at  all  under  fuch  extreme  bufferings,  not  a little 
demonftrates  his  great  foul,  and  nearnefs  of  con- 
formity to  God  his  Saviour, 

“ Who  drank  in  his  fad  days  of  fleffi 
-The  potion  by  his  Father  given  ; 

And  bids  his  members  feel  afrefh 

The  fiercenefs  of  the  wrath  of  heaven.” 

If  thou  fainteft,  faith  Solomon  in  the  day  of  ad- 
verfity,  thy  ftrength  is  but  fmall  : and  by  parity 
of  reafon,  to  ftand  in  a time  of  fore  trial  argues 
proportionable  ftrength.  Avert,  my  God,  avert 
from  my  foul,  ill  able  to  bear  it,  fuch  a time  of 
trial  1 O Jefus,  by  all  thou  haft  done  and  buffer- 
ed; by  thine  agony,  and  bloody  fweat,  by  thy 
crofs  and  bitter  paflion,  by  thy  meritorious 

death  ; 
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death  ; thy  retting  in  the  chambers  of  the  grave, 
thy  triumphant  refurreflion,  and  afcenfion  ; and 
by  thy  coming  again  in  glory;  in  the  time  of 
ftcknefs,  in  death,  and  in  judgment,  deliver  my 
foul,  I befeech  thee  ! 

In  thy  fair  book  of  life  divine, 

My  God  infcribe  my  name  ; 

There  let  me  fill  fome  humble  flume. 
Beneath  the  flaughter’d  Lamb! 

O might  I with-my  parting  breath, 

Thee  in  thy  bloody  vefture  fee. 

And  call  me  on  thy  facrifice, 

Jefus,  my  Lord,  remember  me  ! 

The  thoughts  of  being  quickly  loofed  from 
the  fetters  of  the  body,  had  often  filled  his  foul 
with  the  moft  fenfible  delights,  defiring  nothing 
fo  much  as  to  fee  God  : and  the  approaches  of 
eternity  did  often  fo  enflame  his  defires,  that  he 
was  fometimes  in  a degree  of  tranfport.  But  af- 
ter all  that  can  be  faid  on  the  head  of  this  his  laft 
fcene,  and  indeed  of  the  methods  of  God’s  pro- 
vidential difpenfations  in  general,  concerning  na- 
tions or  individual  perfons,  it  feems  the  wife/!: 
and  bett  method  to  reft  in  that  fentiment,  namely 
not  curioufly  to  fcan  them  ; but  rather  to  adore 
in  humble  filence,  his  unfearchable  judgments 
and  impenetrable  fecrets! 

Vol.  XII.  B 


Not 


Not  deeply  to  difcern  not  much  to  know. 
Mankind  was  born  to  wonder  and  adore  ! 

Whatever  is  permitted  to  befal  them  in  this 
world,  we  are  well  allured  it  Jhall  be  ue  'l  with 
the  righteous.  All  things,  whether  profperous  or 
adverfe,  fhall  work  together  for  their  good.  He 

that  liveth  for  ever  faith,  / come  quickly to 

put  a final  period  to  the  whole  of  mortal  things, 
and  determine  the  dates  of  all  the  children  of 
Adam  for  ever!  His  reward  is  with  him!  We 
fhall  fee  him  as  he  is  ! Though  now  we  fee  him 
not,  yet  believing  we  rejoice  ! O Jefus,  work  in 
our  hearts  that  conformity  to  and  refemblance 
of  thyfelf,  that  we  may  feek  nothing,  but  night 
and  day  think  of,  Iong^  for,  and  joyfully  wait  for 
thine  appearance ! 
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An  EXTRACT  of  the  LIFE 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THOSE  parts  of  the  following  hifiory  that 
are  included  between  brackets  thus  [ ],  are 
the  words  of  the  publi flier,  Mr.  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards, minifier  ^Northampton  in  New-England, 
for  the  mojl  part  Jummarily  reprefenting  the  chief 
things  contained  in  Mr.  Brainerd’s  diary  : the  rejl 
is  the  account  that  he  gives  of  kimfelf  in  his  pri- 
vate writings , in  his  own  words. 


PART  I. 

- From  his  birth  to  the  time  when  he  began  to  devote 
himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  divinity. 

[TV  /fR-  David  Brainerd  was  born  April  20, 
T /jL  1718,  at  Haddam,  a town  belonging  to 
the  county  of  Hartford,  in  the  colony  of  Con- 
B 2 nefticut, 


i 28  ] 

neclicut,  New-Englatrd.  His  father,  who  died 
when  he  was  about  nine  years  of  age,  was  the 
worfhipful  Hezekiah  BrainercJ,  Efq  ; one  of  his 
Majefiy’s  council  for  t hat  colony,  and  the  fon  of 
Daniel  Brainerd,  Efq.  a juftice  of  the  peace,  and 
a deacon  of  the  church  in  Haddam.  His  mo- 
ther was  Mrs.  Dorothy  Hobart,  daughter  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Hobart,  who  preached  a- 
while  at  Topsfield,  and  then  removed  to  Hemp- 
ftead,  on  Long-ifland,  and  afterwards  came  and 
fettled  in  the  work  of  the  mi  nifty  at  Haddam  ; 
where  he  died  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age;  of 
whom  it  is  remarkable,  that  he  went  to  the  pub- 
lic worfhip  in  the  forenoon,  and  died  in  his 
chair  between  meetings. 

Mr.  David  Brainerd  was  the  third  fon  of  his 
parents.  They  had  five  fons  and  four  daughters. 
The  eldeft  fon  is  Hezekiah  Brainerd,  Efq.  a juf- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  for  feveral  years  paft  a 
representative  of  the  town  of  Haddam,  in  the  ge- 
neral affembiy  of  Connecticut  colony  ; the  fecond 
was  the  Rev.  Nehemiah  Brainerd,  a worthy  mi- 
nifterat  Eaftbury  in  Connetlicut,  who  died  of  a 
confutnption  Nov.  10,  1742;  (^e  T*1  >s  Mr. 

John  Brainerd,  who  fucceeds  his  brother  David 
as  mifiionary  to  the  Indians,  and  paftor  of  .-the 
fame  church  of  Chriftian  Indians  in  New  JeiTey  ; 
and  the  5th  was  Ifrael,  late  ftudent  at  Yale-col- 
lesje  in  New -Haven,  who  died  fince  his  Lrothcr 
David. — Mrs.  Dorothy  Brainerd  having  lived 
feveral  years  a widow,  died  when  her  fon  David 
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was  about  14  years  of  age  : fo  that  in  his  youth, 
he  was  Jeft  both  fatherlefs  and  motherlefs.  What 
account  he  has  given  of  himfelf  follows- 

I WAS  from  mv  youth  fomething  fober  and 
inclined  to  melancholy,  but  do  not  remem- 
ber any  conviction  of  fin,  till  I was  feven  or 
eight  years  of  age ; when  I grew  terrified  at  the 
thoughts  of  death,  but  this  concern  was  (hort 
lived.  However,  I fometimes  attended  fecret 
prayer ; and  thus  lived  at  eafe  till  I was  above 
thirteen  years  of  age.  But  in  the  winter  1732, 
I was  fomething  roufed  by  the  prevailing  of  a 
mortal  ficknefs  in  Haddam.  I was  frequent, 
conftant,  and  fomething  fervent  in  duties,  and 
took,  delight  in  reading,  efpecially  Mr.  Jane- 
way’s  Token  for  Children  ; I was  fometimes  much 
melted  in  duties,  and  took  great  delight  in  the  per- 
formance of  them.  The  Spirit  of  God  at  this  time 
proceeded  far  with  me  ; I was  remarkably  dead  to 
the  world,  and  my  thoughts  were  almoft  wholly 
employed  about  my  foul’s  concerns!  I may 
indeed  fay,  “ Almofi.  I was  perfuaded  to  be  a 
Chriftian.”  I was  alfo  exceedingly  difirefied  at 
the  death  of  my  mother,  in  March,  1732.  But 
afterwards  I by  degrees  fell  back  into  fecurity, 
though  I Bill  attended  to  fecret  prayer. 

About  the  13th  of  April  1733.  I removed  to 
Eaft-Haddam,  where  I fpent  four  years.  Here 
I went  a round  of  fecret  duty.  I was  not  much 
addified  to  young  company  : but  when  I did  go 
B 3 into 
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into  it,  it  always  added  new  guilt  to  me,  anc 
made  me  afraid  to  come  to  the  throne  of 
grace. 

About  the  latter  end  of  April  1737,  being  full 
nineteen,  I removed  to  Durham,  and  began  to 
work  on  my  farm,  and  fo  continued  till  I was 
twenty  years  old  ; tho’  frequently  longing  after  a 
liberal  education.  When  I was  about  twenty,  I 
applied  myfelf  to  fludy,  and  tvas  engaged  more 
than  ever  in  the  duties  of  religion.  I became 
very  watchful  over  my  thoughts,  words  and  ac- 
tions, becaufe  I defigned  to  devote  myfelf  to  the 
miniftry. 

Some  time  in  April  1738,  I went  to  Mr. 
Fiflce’s,  and  lived  with  him  during  his  life*. 
He  advifed  me  wholly  to  abandon  young  com- 
pany, and  alfociate  myfelf  with  grave  elderly 
people  : which  counfel  I followed  ; and  my  man- 
ner of  life  was  now  exceeding  regular.  I read 
my  bible  more  than  twice  through  in  lefs  than  a 
year.  I fpent  much  time  every  day  in  fecret- du- 
ties ; I gave  gieat  attention  to  the  tvord  preach- 
ed, and  endeavoured  to  retain  it.  I agreed 
with  fome  voting  perfons  to  meet  on  fabbath- 
cvenings  for  religious  exercifes  ; and  after  our 
meeting  was  ended,  I ufed  to  repeat  the  dif- 
courfes  of  the  day  to  myfelf,  though  fometimes 
it  was  late  in  the  night.  On  Monday  mornings 
I ufed  to  recolleft  the  fame  fermons.  And  I had 
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sometimes  confiderable  movings  of  affeflions  in 
duties,  and  much  pleafure  therein. 

After  Mr.  Fifke’s  death,  I proceeded  in  my 
learning  with  my  brother,  and  was  hill  very 
conflant  in  religious  duties.  Thus  I proceeded 
on  a Jtlf-righteous  foundation  ;*  and  fhuuld  Hill 
had  not  the  mere  mercy  of  God  prevented. 

In  the  beginning  of  winter,  1738,  it  pleafed 
God  one  fabbath-day  morning,  as  1 was  walking 
out  for  fecret  duties,  to  give  me  on  a hidden, 
fuch  a fenfeof  my  danger,  and  the  wrath  of  God, 
that  I flood  amazed,  and  was  much  diftreffed 
all  that  day,  fearing  the  vengeance  of  God  would 
foon  overtake  me.  I kept  much  alone,  and 
fometimes  grudged  the  birds  and  beafls  their  hap- 
pinefs,  becaufe  they  were  not  expofed  to  eternal 
inifery,  as  I-faw  I was.  And  thus  I lived  from 
day  to  day,  in  great  diflrefs  : fometimes  there 
appeared  mountains  before  me  to  obflruft  my 
hopes  of  mercy  ; I ufed,  however  to  pray  and 
cry  to  God,  and  perform  other  duties  with  great 
earneflnefs. 

In  February,  1738  9,  I fet  apart  a day  for  fe- 
cret failing  and  prayer,  and  fpent  the  day  in  al- 
mofl  inceffant  cries  to  God,  that  he  would  open 
my  eyes  to  fee  the  evil  of  fin,  and  the  way  of 
life  by  Jefus  Chrifl.  And  God  was  pleafed  that 
day  to  make  confiderable  difcoveries  of  my  heart 
to  me,  and  to  fhew  me  my  helplejfnejs.  I con- 
13  4 flantly 
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fiantfy  ftrove  after  whatever  qualifications  I ima- 
gined others  obtained  before  the  reception  of 
Chrift.  Sometimes  I felt  the  power  of  an  hard 
heart , and  fuppofed  it  muft  be  foftened  before 
Chri it  would  accept  of  me  -r  and  when  I felt 
any  meltings  of  heart,  I hoped  now  the  work 
was  almoft  done ; and  hence,  when  my  diftrefs 
tftill  remained,  I was  wont  to  murmur  at  God's 
dealings  with  me. 

* Sometimes  I grew  remifs  without  any  great 
conviffions  for  a confiderable  time  together  ; 
but  after  fuch  a feafon,  conviftions  febed  me 
more  violently.  One  night  in  particular,  when 
1 was  walking  folitarily  abroad,  I had  fuch  a view 
of  my  fin,  that  I feared  the  ground  would  cleave 
afunder,  and  fend  my  foul  quick  into  hell.  And 
though  I was  forced  to  go  to  bed,  left  my  diftrefs 
fhould  be  difeovered  by  others  ; yet  I fcarce  durft 
fleep  at  all,  for  I thought  it  would  be  a great 
wonder,  if  I fhould  be  out  of  hell  in  the  morn- 
ing. But  though  my  diftrefs  was  thus  great,  yet 
I dreaded  the  lofs  of  conviflions,  and  returning 
back  to  my  former  infenfibility ; which  made  me 
exceeding  exaft  in  my  behaviour,  left  I fhould 
ftifle  the  motions  of  God’s  fpirit. 

The  many  diftreffes  I met  with,  put  me  into 
a moft  horrible  contefing  with  the  Almighty  : 
with  an  inward  vehemence,  finding  fault  with  his 
ways  of  dealing  with  mankind.  I found  great 
fault  with  the  imputation  of  Adam's  fin  to  his 
pofterity  : and  my  wicked  heart  often  wifhed  for 
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fome  other  way  of  falvation,  than  by  Jefus  Chrifh 
I wifhed  fometimes  there  was  no  God,  or  that 
there  were  fome  other  God  that  could  controul 
him.  Thefe  thoughts  frequently  paffed  before  I 
was  aware;  but,  when  I conftdered  this,  it  dif- 
treffed  me,  to  think,  that  my  heart  was  fo  full 
of  enmity  againfl  God  ; and  it  made  me  tremble, 
left  God’s  vengeance  fhould  fuddenly  fall 
upon  me.  I ufed  before,  to  imagine  m\  heart 
was  not  fo  bad,  as  the  feriptures  reprefented. 
Sometimes  I ufed  to  take  much  pains  to  bring  it 
into  an  humble  fubmiffive  difpofition;  but  on  a 
fudden,  the  thoughts  of  the  flriflnefs  of  the  law, 
or  the  fovereignty  of  God,  would  fo  irritate 
the  corruption  of  my  heart,  that  it  would  break 
over  all  bounds,  and  burft  forth  on  all  fides, 
like  floods  of  waters  when  they  break  down  their 
damin. 

While  I was  in  this  difireffed  fcate,  the  cor ^ 
ruption  of  my  heart  was  efpecially  irriiiaud  by 
thefe  things  following, 

1.  The  JhidncJ's  of  the  divine  laic.  For  I 
found  it  was  impofiible  for  me  (after  my  utmoft 
pains)  to  -anfwer  the  demands  of  it.  I often- 
made  refolutions,  and  as  often  broke  them.  I 
imputed  the  whole  to  want  of  being  more  watch- 
ful, and  ufed  to  call  myfelf  a fool  for  my  negli- 
gence. But  when,  upon  a ftronger  refolution, 
and  greater  endeavours,  faffing  and  prayer,  I 
found  all  attempts  -fail,  then  I quarrelled  with  the 
law  of  God,  as  unreafonably  ria id.  I thought, 
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if  it  extended  only  to  my  outward  a&ions,  I could 
bear  with  it ; but  I found  it  condemned  me  for 
the  fins  of  my  heart,  which  I could  not  poftibLy 
prevent.  I was  extremely  loath  to  give  out, 
and  own  my  utter  helplelfnefs ; but  after  repeat- 
ed difappointments,  thought  that,  rather  than 
perifh,  I could  do  a little,  more  ftill,  efpecially 
if  fuch  and  fuch  circumftances  might  but  attend 
my  endeavours  ; I hoped,  that  I fhould  flrive 
more  earneftly  than  ever  : and  this  hope  of  fu- 
ture more  favourable  circumftances,  and  of  do- 
ing fomething  hereafter,  kept  me  from  utter  de- 
fpair  of  myfdf,  and  from  feeing  myfelf  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  God,  and  dependent  on  no- 
thing but  boundlefs  grace. 

* 2.  Another  thing  was,  that  failli  alone  was 
the  condition  of  j'alvation ; and  that  God  would 
not  come  down  to  lower  terms  ; that  he  would 
not  promife  life  and  falvation  upon  my  fincere 
prayers  and  endeavours.  That  word,  Mark 
xvi.  16.  “ He.  that  believeth  not,  fhall  be 

damned,”  cut  ofT  all  hope  there;  and  I found, 
faith  was  the  gift  of  Gcd  ; that  I could  not  get  it 
of  myfelf,  and  could  not  oblige  God  to  bellow 
it  upon  me,  by  any  of  my  performances.  “ This,” 

I was  ready  to  fay,  “ is  a hard  faying,  who  can 
bear  it  ?”  I could  not  bear,  that  all  I had  done 
fhould  Hand  for  a mere  nothing,  who  had  been 
very  confcientious  in  duty,  and  had  been  ex- 
ceeding religious  a great  while,  and  had"  fas  I 
thought)  done  much  more  than  many  others  that 
had.  obtained  mercy.  TconfelTed  indeed  the  vile- 
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nefs  of  my  duties ; but  then,  what  made  them  at 
that  time  feem  vile,  was  my  wandering  thoughts 
in  them;  not  becaufe  I was  all  over  defiled,  and 
the  principle  corrupt  from  whence  they  flowed, 
fo  that  I could  not  poflibly  do  any  thing  that  was 
good.  And  therefore  I called  what  I did,  by 
the  name  of  faithful  endeavours ; and  could  not 
bear  it,  that  God  had  made  no  promifes  of  falva- 
lion  to  them. 

* 3.  Another  thing  was,  that  I could  not  find 
out  how  to  come  to  Chrift.  I read  the  calls  of 
Clirifl,  made  to  the  weary  and  heavy 'laden  ; but 
could  find  no  way  that  he  direfled  them  to  come 
in.  I thought  I would  gladly  come,  if  I knew  how , 
though  the  path  of  duty  dire£ted  to  what  was 
never  fo  difficult.  Mr.  Stoddard’s  Guide  to  Chriji 
did  not  tell  me  any  thing  J could  d»,  that  would 
bring  me  to  Chrift,  but  left  me  as  it  were  with  a 
great  gulph  between  me  and  Chrift,  without  any 
direftion  to  get  through.  For  I was  not  yet  ex- 
perimentally taught,  that  theie  could  bq  no  way 
prefcribed,  whereby  a natural  man  could  of  his 
own  ftrength,  obtain  that  which  is  fupernatural, 
and  which  the  higheft  angel  cannot  give. 

* All  this  time  the  Spirit  of  God  was  powerful- 
ly at  work  with  me  ; and  I was  inwardly  prefled 
to  relinquifh  all  Jelj -confidence,  ail  hopes  of  ever 
helping  myfelf  by  any  means-  whatfoever  ; and 
the  conviftion  of  my  lojl  eflate  was  fometimes  fo 
clear,  that  it  was  as  if  it  had  been  declared  to  me 
m fo  many  words,  “ It  is  done,  it  is  for  ever  im- 
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poffible  to  deliver  yourfelf.”  For  about  three  or 
four  days,  m)  foul  was  thus  dillreffed,  efpecially 
at  fome  turns,  when  ior  a few  moments  I feern- 
ed  to  myfell  loft  and  undone  : but  then  would 
fhrink  back  immediately  from  the  light,  hecaufe 
I dared  not  venture  myfelf  into  the  hands  of  God, 
as  wholly  helplefs.  I dared  not  fee  that  impor- 
tant truth,  that  I was  dead  in  trejpajfes  and Jins, 
But  when  I had  thruft  away  thefe  views  of  my- 
felf at  any  time,  I was  diffrelTed  to  have  the  fame 
difcoveries  again  : for  I greatly  feared  being  given 
over  of  God  to  final  llupidity.  When  I thought 
of  putting  it  oft  to  a more  convenient  feajon,  the 
conviftion  was  fo  powerful  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
fent  time,  that  it  was  the  belt  time,  and  probab- 
ly the  only  time,  that  I dared  not  to  put  it  off. 
Yet  my  foul  fhrank  away  from  it;  I could^ee  no 
fafety  in  throwing  myfelf  into  the  hands  of  God, 
and  that  I could  lay  no  claim  to  any  thing  better 
than  damnation. 

* But  after  a confiderable  time  fpent  in  fuch 
diffreffeSj  one  morning,  while  I was  w'alking  in 
a folitary  place,  as  ufual,  I at  once  faw  that  all 
my  contrivances  to  procure  falvation  for  myfelf, . 
were  utterly  in  vain  : I was  brought  quite  to  a 
Hand  as  finding  myfelf  totally  loji.  I had  thought 
many  times,  that  the  difficulties  were  very  great  ; 
but  now  I faw,  that  it  was  for  ever  impoflible 
lor  me  to  do  any  thing  towards  delivering  myfelf. . 
i then  blamed  myfelf  that  I had  net  done  more, 

while. 


C 37  ] 

while  I had  opportunity  ; (for  it  Teemed  now  as  if 
the  feafon  of  doing  was  for  ever  over  and  gone.) 
But  Iinflanlly  faw,  that  let  me  have  done  what  I 
would,  it  would  no  more  have  tended  to  my  helping 
myfelf,  than  what  I had  done  ; that  I had  made  all 
the  pleas  I ever  could  have  made  to  all  eternity  ; 
and  that  all  my  pleas  were  vain.  The  tumult 
that  had  been  before  in  my  mind,  was  now  quiet - 
ed ; and  I was  fomething  eafed  of  that  diftrefs, 
which  I felt,  while  ilruggling  again!!  a fight  of 
myfelf.  I had  the  greatefl  certainty  that  my  Hate 
was  for  ever  miferable,  for  |all  that!  could  do: 
and  was  aflonifhed  that  I had  never  been  fenfible 
of  it  before. 

While  I remained  in  this  date,  my.  notions  re— 
fpefting  my  duties , were  quite  different  from 
what  I had  ever  entertained  in  times  paft.  Now 
I faw,  there  was  no  neceffary  connection  between 
my  prayers  and  the  divine  mercy  : that  they  laid 
not  the  leaft  obligation  upon  God  to  beltow  his 
grace  upon  me;  and  that  there  was  no  more 
goodnefs  in  them,  than  theie  would  be  in  my 
paddling  with  my  hand  in  the  water;  and  this  be- 
caufe  they  were  not  performed  from  any  love  to 
God.  1 faw.that  I had  heaped  up  my  devotions 
belore  God,  faffing,  praying,  &c.  really  think- 
ing I was  aiming  at  the  glory  of  God  ; whereas  L 
never  once  truly  intended  it.s 

I continued  in  this  date  of  mind  from  Friday 
morning  till  the  fabbath-evening  following,  July- 
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12,  1739>  w^ien  I was  walking  again  in  the  fame 
folitary  place,  and  attempting  to  pray',  but  found 
no  heart  to  engage  in  that  or  any  other  duty. 
Having  been  thus  endeavouring  to  pray  for  near 
half  an  hour,  (and  by  this  time  the  fun  was  about 
half  an  hour  high)  as  I was  walking  in  a 
dark  thick  grove,  unfpeakable  glory  opened  to 
the  view  of  my  foul  : I do  not  mean  any  exter- 
nal brightnefs,  but  a new  inward  apprehenfion  or 
view  that  I had  of  God,  fuch  as  I never  had  be- 
fore. I flood  ftill  and  admired  ! I had  never  feen 
before  any  thing  comparable  to  it  for  excellency 
and  beauty;  it  was  widely  different  from  all  the 
conceptions  that  ever  I had  of  God,  or  things 
divine.  I had  no  particular  apprehenfion  of  any 
one  perfon  in  the  Trinity,  either  the  Father,  the 
.Son,  or  the  Holy  Ghofl ; but  it  appeared  to  be 
divine  glory  that  I then  beheld;  and  my  foul  re- 
rejoiccd  with  joy  unjpeakable,  to  fee  fuch  a God, 
fuch  a glorious  divine  being  ; and  I was  inward- 
ly pleafed  and  fatisned,  that  he  fhould  be  God 
over  all  for  ever  and  ever.  My  foul  was  fo  cap- 
tivated and  delighted  with  the  excellency,  love- 
linefs,  greatnefs,  and  other  perfections  of  God, 
that  I was  even  fwallowed  up  in  him,  fo  that  at 
firjl , I fcarce  reflefted  there  was  fuch  a creature 
as  myfelf. 

Thus  God,  brought  me  to  a heartv  difpofition 
to  exalt  him,  and  to  aim  at  his  glorv,  as  King  of 
the  univerfe. 

I con- 
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I continued  in  this  fiate  till  near  dark,  without 
any  fenfible  abatement  ; and  then  began  to  think 
what  I had  feen  ; and  was  fweetly  compofed  all 
the  evening  following.  I felt  myfelf  in  a new 
world,  and  every  thing  about  me  appeared  with  a 
different  afpeft  from  what  it  was  wont  to  do. 

* At  this  time  the  way  of  falvation  opened  to 
me  with  fuch  infinite  wifdom  and  excellency,  that 
I wondered  I fhould  ever  think  of  any  other  wav 
of  falvation  ; was  amazed,  that  I had  not  dropped 
my  own  contrivances,  and  complied  with  this 
excellent  way  before.  If  I could  have  been  fa' 
ved  by  my  own  duties,  or  any  other  way  that  I had 
formerly  contrived,  my  whole  foul  would  now 
have  refufed.  I wondered  , that  the  whole  world 
did  not  fee  and  comply  with  this  way  of  falvati- 
on, entirely  by  the  merits  of  Chrijl. 

The  fweet  relifh  of  what  I then  felt,  con- 
tinued with  me  for  feveral  days,  in  a greater  or 
lefs  degree  ; I could  not  but  fweetly  rejoice  in 
God,  lying  dowm  or  rifing  up.  The  next  Lord’s 
day  I felt  fomethirrg  of  the  fame  kind,  though 
not  fo  powerful.  But  not  long  after,  was  again 
under  great  difirefs  ; yet  not  of  the  fame  kind 
with  my  difirefs  under  convictions.  I was  afraid 
and  afiiamed  to  come  before  God  ; was  exceed- 
ingly preffed  with  a fenfe  of  guilt  : but  it  was 
not  long  before  I felt  true  repentance  and  joy  in 
God. 

In  the  beginning  of  September  I went  to  col- 
leget,  and  entered  there  ; but  with  fome  degree 
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of  reluctance,  fearing  led  I fhould  not  be  al!e 
to  lead  a life  of  drift  religion,  in  the  midft  of 

fo  many  temptations. After  this,  before,  I 

went  to  tarry  at  college,  it  pleafed  God  to  vifit 
my  foul  with  clearer  manifefiations  of  himfelf 
in  prayer  and  felf-examination  ; and  the  Lord 
fo  fhined  into  my  heart,  that  I enjoyed  full  af- 
furance  of  his  favour  ; and  my  foul  was  unfpeak- 
ab'ly  refrefhed.  At  this  time  efpecially,  as  well 
as  fome  others,  fundry  pallages  of  God:s  word 
opened  to  my  foul  with  divine  clearncfs,  power 
and  fweetnefs,  fo  as  to  appear  exceeding  preci- 
ous, and  with  clear  and  certain  evidence  of  its 
being  the  word  of  God.  I enjoyed  confiderable 
fweetnefs  in  religon  all  the  winter  following. 

In  Jan.  1739 — 40,  the  mealies  fpread  much 
in  college;  and  I having  taken  the  didemper, 
went  home  to  Haddam.  For  fome  days  before 
I was  taken  fick,  my  foul  mourned  the  abfence 
of  the  Comforter  : it  feemed  to  me,  all  comfort 
was  gone  ; I cried  to  God,  yet  found  no  relief. 
But  a night  or  two  before  I was  taken  ill,  while 
I was  walking  alone,  engaged  in  meditation  and 
prayer,  I enjoyed  a fweet,  refrefhing  vide  from 
above,  fo  that  my  foul  was  railed  far  abo\  e the 
fears  of  death ; O how  much  more  refrelhing 
this  one  feafon  was  than  all  the  pleafures  earth 
can  afford!  After  a day  or  two  I was  taken  with 
the  meafles,  and  almofl  defpaired  ot  life  ; but 
had  no  didrefiing  fears  of  death.  However,  I 
foon  recovered:  yet  by  reafonofhard  Undies* 

I had  t 


3 had  little  time  for  fpiritual  duties ; my  foul 
often  mourned  for  want  of  more  time  and  op- 
portunity to  be  alone  with  God.  In  the  fpringand 
fummer  following,  I had  better  advantage  for  re- 
tirement and  enjoyed  more  comfort  : indeed  my 
ambition  in  my  ftudies  greatly  wronged  the  vigour 
of  my  fpiritual  life  : yet  “ in  the  multitude  of 
my  thoughts  within  me,  God’s  comforts  de- 
lighted my  foul.” 

One  day  in  particular,  (June  1740)  I walk- 
ed in  the  fields  alone,  and  found  fuch  unfpeaka- 
ble  fweetnefs  in  God,  that  I thought,  if  I muft 
continue  ltili  in  this  evil  world,  I wanted  always 
to  be  there  to  behold  God’s  glory  : my  foul 
dearly  loved  all  mankind,  and  longed  exceeding- 
ly that  they  fhould  enjoy  what  I enjoyed. — It 
feemed  to  be  a little  refemblance  of  heaven. 

In  Augufl  following,  I became  fo  difordered, 
by  too  clofe  application  to  my  ftudies,  that  I was 
advifed  to  go  home,  and  difengage  my  mind  from 
ftudy,  for  I began  to  fpit  blood.  I took  advice, 
but  being  brought  very  low,  I looked  death  in 
the  face  more  fledfaftly.  The  Lord  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  give  me  a fweetrelirh  of  divine  things,  and 
my  foul  took  delight  in  the  blefied  God. 

* Saturday, -Obiober  18-  In  my  morning  de- 
votions, my  foul  was  exceedingly  melted  for, 
and  bitterly  mourned  over,  my  exceeding  fwfui- 
nejs  and  vilenejs.  I never  before  felt  fo  deep  a 
fen  lb  of  the  odious  nature  of  fin.  My  foul  was 
unufual'Iy  carried  forth  in  love  to  God,  and  bad 


[ 42'  ] 

a lively  fenfe  of  God’s  love  to  me.  And  this 
love  and  hope,  call  out  fear. 

* Oflober  19.  In  the  morning  I felt  my  foul 
hungering  and  ikirjfing  after  righteoufnefs . In 
the  forenoon,  while  I was  looking  on  the  faci  a- 
mental  elements,  and  thinking  that  Jefus  Chrift 
would  foon  be  “ fet  forth  crucified  before  me,” 
my  foul  was  filled  with  light  and  love,  fo  that  I 
was  almoft  in.  an  ecftafy;  my  body  was  fo  weak, 

I could  fcarcely  Hand.  I felt  at  the  fame  time 
an  exceeding  tendernefs  and  moll  fervent  love  to- 
wards all  mankind  ; fo  that  my  foul  and  all  the 
powers  of  it  feemed,  as  it  were,  to  melt  into  foft- 
nefs  and  fweetnefs.  This  love  and  joy  cafl  out 
fear;  and  my  foul  longed  for  perfeft  grace  and 
glory. 

* Tuefday,  Oflober  21.  I had  likewife  ex- 
perience of  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  “ fhedding 
abroad  his  love  in  my  heart,”  and  all  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  week,  my  foul  was  taken  up  with 
divine  things.  I now  fo  longed  after  God,  and 
to  be freed from  fin,  that  when  I felt  myfelf  reco- 
vering, and  thought  I mull  return  to  college  again, 
which  had  proved  fo  hurtful  to  me  the  year  paft, 
I could  not  but  be  grieved,  and  I thought  I had 
much  rather  have  died  ; but  before  I went,  I en- 
joyed feveral  other  fweet  and  precious  feafons  of 
communion  with  God. 

I returned  to  college  about  November  6,  and 
through  the  goodnefs  of  God,  felt  the  power  of 
religion  almoft  daily. 


November- 
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November  28.  I enjoyed  precious  difcovef- 
ics  of  God,  and  was  unfpeakably  refrefhed  with 
that  paffage,  Heb.  xii.  22,  23,  24,  fo  that  my 
foul  longed  to  wing  away  for  the  paradife  ol  God; 
I longed  to  be  conformed  to  God  in  all  things* 

Tuefday,  December  9.  God  was  pleafed  won- 
derfully to  affift  and  ftrengthen  me  ; fo  that  I 
thought  nothing  fhould  ever  move  me  from  the 
love  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord. — O ! 
one  hour  with  God  infinitely  exceeds  all  the  plea- 
fures  of  this  lower  world. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  January,  1 740-41 , I 
grew  more  cold  and  dull  in  matters  of  religion,  by 
means  of  my  old  temptation,  ambition  in  my 
iiudies. — But  through  divine  goodnefs,.  a great 
and  genera]  awakening  fpread  itfelf  over  the  col- 
lege, about  the  latter  end  of  February,  in  which 
I was  much  quickened,  and  more  abundantly  en- 
gaged in  religion. 

[ This  awakening  was  at  the  beginning  of  that 
extraordinary  religious  commotion  through  the 
land,  which  is  frelh  in  every  one’s  memory. 
This  awakening  was  for  a time  very  great  and 
general  at  New-Haven  ; and  the  college  had  no 
fmall  lhare  in  it  : the  fludents  in  genera]  became 
ferious,  many  of  them  remarkably  fo,  and  much 
engaged  in  the  concerns  of  their  eternal  falvation. 

It  could  not  be  otherwife  than  that  one  whofe 
heart  had  been  fo  drawn  to  God,  fhould  be 
mightily  animated,  at  the  fight  of  fuch  an  altera- 
tion in  the  college,  the  town,  and  land  ; of  mens 

reformings 
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reforming  their  lives,  and  turning  from  pre- 
fanenefs  and  immorality,  to  ferioufnefs  and  con- 
cern for  their  falvation,  and  of  religion’s  reviv- 
ing and  flourifhing  ahnoft  every  where.  But  as 
an  intemperate  zeal,  foon  mingled  itfeif  with  that 
revival  of  religion  : fo  Mr.  Brainerd  had  the  un- 
happinefs  to  have  a tinfture  of  it.  One  inllance 
of  which  it  is  necedary  ihould  be  related. 

In  the  time  of  the  awakening  at  college,  fe- 
veral  iludents  affociated  themfelves,  who  were 
wont  freely  to  open  themfelves  one  to  another  : 
Mr.  Brainerd  was  one  of  this  company.  And  it 
once  happened,  that  he  and  two  or  three  more 
of  thefe  his  intimate  friends  were  in  the  hall  to- 
gether, after  Mr.  Whitteifey,  one  of  the  tutors, 
had  been  to  prayer  there  with  the  fcholars  ; no 
other  perfon  now  remaining  in  the  hall,  but  Mr. 
Brainerd  and  thefe  his  companions.  Mr.  \\  hit- 
telfey  having  been  unufually  pathetical  in  his 
prayer,  one  of  Brainerd’s  friends  afked  him  what 
he  thought  of  Mr.  Whitteifey  ; he  made  an- 
fwer,  “ He  has  no  more  grace  than  this  chair.” 
One  happening  at  that  time  to  be  near  the  hall 
over-heard  thofe  words,  though  he  knew  not 
who  the  perfon  was,  which  was  thus  cenfured. 
He  informed  a woman  who  went  and  informed 
the  refior.  He  fent  for  the  man  and  examined 
him  ; and  he  told  the  refior  the  words  that  he 
heard  Brainerd  utter,  and  informed  him  who 
were  in  the  room  with  him  at  that  time.  Upon 
which  the  rettor  fent  for  them  : they  were  very 

backward 
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'backward  to  inform  againft  their  friend,  of  what 
they  looked  upon  as  private  converfation,  yet  the 
reftor  compelled  them  to  declare  what  he  faid, 
and  of  whom  he  faid  it. — Brainerd  thought,  that 
what  he  faid  in  private,  was  injurioufly  extorted 
from  his  friends,  and  that  it  was  injurioufly  re- 
quired of  him  to  make  a public  confeflion,  be- 
fore the  whole  college,  for  what  he  had  faid  only 
in  private  converfation. — He  not  complying 
with  this  demand,  and  having  gone  once  to  the 
feparate  meeting  at  New-haven,  when  forbidden 
by  the  reef  or,  was  expelled  the  college. 

His  expulfron  was  in  the  winter  anno  1741-2, 
while  he  was  in  his  third  year  in  college.] 


. From  the  time  that  he  began  to  devote  himfelf  to 
the  iludv  of  divinity,  till  he  was  examined  and 
licenfed  to  preach. 

R.  Brainerd,  the  fpring  after  his  expul- 


fi on,  went  to  live  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Mills,  of  Ripton,  to  follow  his  ftudies  with  him, 
in  order  to  his  being  fitted  for  ;he  miniftrv  ; 
where,  he  fpent  the  greater  part  of  the  time  till 
hcenled  to  preach.] — The  following  account  is 
in  his  own  words. 


P A R T II. 


Thurfday, 
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Thurfday,  April  1,  1742.  I feem  to  be  de- 
clining with  refpeft  to  my  life  and  warmth  in 
divine  things  ; O that  God  would  humble  me 
deeply  in  the  dull  ! I deferve  hell  every  day,  for 
not  loving  my  Lord  more,  “ who  has  loved  me, 
and  given  himfelf  for  me;”  and  every  time  I am 
enabled  to  exercife  any  grace,  I am  indebted  to 
the  God  of  all  grace  for  it.  “ Where  then  is 
boafting  ?”  Surely  “ it  is  excluded,”  fince  we  de- 
pend on  God  for  the  being  and  every  aft  of  grace. 

* Friday,  April  2.  I felt  myfelf  much  refign- 
ed,  calm,  and  (erene.  What  are  all  the  llorms 
of  this  lower  world,  \l  Jef us  does  but  come  wal/i- 
onihefeas! — Some  time  pall,  I had  much  plea- 
fure  in  the  profpeft  of  the  Heathen’s  being 
broueht  home  to  Chrifi,  and  dcfired  that  the 
Lord  would  employ  ?ne  in  that  work  ; — but  now 
my  foul  more  frequently  defires  to  die,  to  be  with 
Cknjl.  O that  my  foul  were  wrapt  up  in  love, 
and  my  longing  after  God  increafed! 

Saturday,  April  3.  I thought,  if  God  would 
take  me  to  himfelf,  my  foul  would  exceedingly 
rejoice.  O that  I may  be  always  humble  and  re- 
figned  to  God,  and  that  God  would  fix  my  foul 
on  himfelf,  that  I may  be  more  fitted  both  for 
doing  and  fuffering ! 

* Lord’s-dav,  April  4.  O my  bleffed  God  1 
Let  me  climb  up  near  to  him,  and  love,  and 
Jong,  and  plead,  and  wreftle,  and  reach,  and 
llretch  after  him,  and  for  deliverance  from  the 
bodv  of  fin  and  death. — Alas!  my  foul  mourned 

to 
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^ig  think  I fhould  ever  lofe  light  of  its  Beloved 
again.  “ O come,  Lord  Jefus,  Amen.” 

* Tuefday,  April  6.  I cried  to  God  to  wafh 
my  foul,  and  cleanfe  me  from  my  exceeding  fil- 
th ine  fs. — And  I could  think  of  undergoing  the 
gxeat.ed  bufferings,  with  pleafure  ; and  found  my- 
felf  willing  (if  God  Ihould  fo  order  it)  to  fuffer 
banidiment  from  my  native  land,  among  the 
Heathen,  that  I might  do  fomething  for  their 
falvation,  in  didreffes  and  deaths  of  any  kind. — ■ 
Then  God  gave  me  to  wredle  earnedly  for 
ethers,  for  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  the  world, 
and  for  my  dear  Chrillian  friends. — I felt  myfeif 
weaned  from  the  world,  and  from  my  own  re- 
putation, willing  to  be  defpifed,  and  to  be  a gaz- 
ing-dock for  the  world. — -It  is  impoffible  for  me 
to  exprefs  what  I then  felt : I had  not  much  joy, 
but  a fenfe  of  the  majedy  -of  God,  which  made 
me  tremble  ; I faw  myfeif  mean  and  vile,  which 
made  me  more  willing  that  God  Ihould  do  what 
he  would  with  me  ; it  was  all  infinitely  reafona- 
blc. 

Thurfday,  April  8.  I had  hopes  refpefting 
the  Heathen.  O that  God  would  bring  in  num- 
bers of  them  to  Cbrid  ! I cannot  but  hope  I lhall 
fee  that  glorious  day. — Every  thing  in  this  world 
feems  exceeding  vile  and  little  to  me:  I look  fo 
myfeif. 

Saturday,  April  to.  I fpent  much  time  in  fe- 
cret  this  morning,  and  not  without  fome  com. 
fort ; but  am  fo  low,  and  feel  fo  little  of  the  pre- 
fence 
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fence  of  God,  that  I hardly  know  what  to  call 
faith,  and  am  made  to  “ poffefs  the  fins  of  my 
youth,”  and  the  dreadful  fin  of  my  nature,  and 
am  all  fin.  Yet  I feel  fome  faint  hopes,  that 
Godwill,  of  his  infinite  mercy,  return. 

LoM’s-day,  April  u.  I had  fweetnefs  in  the 
thoughts  of  arriving  at  the  heavenly  world.  O 
for  the  happy  day  ! — After  public  worfhip  God 
gave  me  fpecial  affilfance  in  prayer;  I wreftled 
with  my  dear  Lord  with  much  fweetnefs  ; and  in- 
terceffion  wasafweetand  delightful  employment. 

. — In  the  evening,  as  I was  viewing  the  lights 
in  the  north,  I was  delighted  in  contemplation 
on  the  glorious  morning  of  the  refurre&ion. 

* Monday,  April  12.  This  morning  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  lift  up  the  light  of  his  coun- 
tenance upon  me  in  fecret  prat  er,  and  made  the 
feafon  very  precious  to  my  foul.  I felt  myfelf 
exceeding  calm,  and  quite  refigned  to  God,  re- 
fpe&ing  my  future  employment : my  faith  lifted 
me  above  the  world,  and  removed  all  thofe 
mountains,  that  I could  not  look,  over  of  late: 
I wanted  not  the  favour  of  men  to  lean  upon  ; 
for  I knew  Chrifl's  favour  was  infinitely  better, 
and  that  it  was  no  matter  when,  nor  where,  nor 
how  Chrift  fhould  fend  me,  nor  what  trials  he 
fhould  exercife  me  with,  if  I might  be  prepared 
for  his  work  and  will.  I now  found  fweetly 
Tevived  in  my  mind  the  wonderful  difcoverv  of 
infinite  '-ifdom  in  all  the  difpenfations  of  God 
towards  me,  which  I had  a little  before  I met 

with 
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with  my  great  trial  at  college  ; every  thing  ap- 
peared full  of  the  wifdom  of  God. 

Wednefday,  April  14.  My  foul  longed  for 
communion  with  Chrift,  and  for  the  mortifica- 
tion of  indwelling  corruption,  efpec-ially  fpiritu- 
al  pride.  O there  is  a fweet  day  coming,  where- 
in “ the  weary  will  be  at  reft !”  My  foul  has  en- 
joyed much  fweetncfs  this  day  in  die  hopes  of  its 
fpeedy  arrival. 

Thurfday,  April  1^.  My  defires  centered  in 
God,  and  I found  a fenfible  attraction  of  foul 
after  him:  I long  for  God,  and  a conformity  to 
his  will,  in  inward  holinefs,  ten  thoufand  times 
more  than  for  any  thing  here  below. 

Lord’s -day,  April  18.  I retired  early  this 
morning  in  the  woods;  and  was  enabled  to  plead 
with  fervency  for  the  advancement  of  Chrift’s 
kingdom. — At  night  I faw  myfelf  infinitely  in- 
debted to  God,  and  had  a view  of  my  fhort  com- 
ings : it  feemed  to  me,  that  I had  done  nothing 
for  God,  and  that  I had  lived  to  him  but  a few 
hours  of  my  life. 

* Monday,  April  19.  I fet  apart  this  day  for 
falling  and  prayer  to  God  for  his  grace,  to 
prepare  me  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and  in 
his  own  time  to  fend  me  into  his  harveft.  I felt 
a power  of  intercelfion  for  the  advancement  of 
the  kingdom  of  my  dear  Lord;  and  withal,  a 
fweet  refignation,  and  even  joy  in  the  thoughts 
-of  fuftering  hardfhips,  diftrefles,  yea  death  itfelf, 
in  the  promotion  of  it.  In  the  afternoon,  “God 
Vol.  XII.  C 
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was  with  me  of  a truth.”  O it  was  bleffed  com* 
party  indeed ! God  enabled  me  fo  to  agonize  in 
prayer,  that  I was  quite  wet  with  fweat,  tho’  in 
the  {hade.  My  foul  was  drawn  out  very  much 
for  the  world;  I grafped  for  multitudes  of  fouls. 
I had  more  enlargement  for  finners,  than  for  the 
children  of  God  ; though  I felt  as  if  I could  fpend 
my  life  in  cries  for  both.  I never  felt  fuch  an 
entire  weanednefs  from  this  world,  and  fo  much 
refigned  to  God  in  every  thing. — O that  I may 
always  live  to  and  upon  my  bleffed  God! 

Tuefday,  April  20.  This  day  I am  twenty- 
four  years  of  age.  O how  much  mercy  have 
I received  the  year  pafl  ! How  often  has  God 
“ caufed  his  goodnefs  to  pafs  before  me!”  And 
how  poorly  have  I anfwered  the  vows  I made 
this  time  twelvemonth,  to  be  wholly  the  Lord’s, 
to  be  for  ever  devoted  to  his  fervice  ! The  Lord 

help  me  to  live  more  to  his  glory. This  has 

been  a fvveet  day  to  me : bleffed  be  God.  I 
think  my  foul  was  never  fo  drawn  out  in  inter- 
ceffton  for  others.  I had  a fervent  wreflle  with 
the  Lord  for  my  enemies  ; and  I hardly  ever  fo 
longed  t o live  to -God,  and  to  be  altogether  de- 
voted to  him. 

Lord’s  day,  April  25.  This  morning  I fpent 
about  two  hours  in  fecret,  and  was  enabled  more 
than  ordinarily  to  agonize  for  immortal  fouls; 
though  it  was  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  fun 
fcarcely  ftiined  at  all,  yet  my  body  was  quite  wet 
with  fweat.  I felt  myfelf  much  preffed,  as  fre- 
quently 


[ 5*  I 

•epently  of  late,  to  plead  for  the  meeknefs  and 
•calmnefs  of  the  Lamb  of  God.  O it  is  a fweet 
difpofition,  heartily  to  forgive  all  injuries,  to 
wilh  our  greatell  enemies  as  well  as  we  do  our 
own  fouls!  Blelfed  Jefus,  may  I daily  be  more 
and  more  conformed  to  thee  ! At  night  I was 
exceedingly  melted  with  divine  love,  and  had 
a fenfe  of  the  bleffednefs  of  the  upper  world. 
Thofe  words  hung  upon  me  with  much  fweet» 
nefs,  Pfal.  lxxxiv.  7.  “ They  go  from  ftrength. 

to  ftrength,  every  one  of  them  in  Zion  appear- 
eth  before  God.5’  O the  near  accefs  that  God 
fometimes  gives  us  in  our  addrefles  to  him! 
This  may  well  be  termed  appearing  before  God ; 
it  is  fo  indeed,  in  the  true  fpiritual  fenfe.  I 
longed  for  the  coming  of  my  dear  Lord  ; I long- 
ed  to  join  the  angelic  hofts  in  praifes,  wholly 
free  from  imperfection.  O the  blelTed  moment 
haftens ! All  I want  is  to  be  more  holy,  more 
like  my  dear  Lord.  O for  fanffification ! My 
very  foul  pants  for  the  compieat  reftoration  of 
the  blelfed  image  of  my  Saviour ; that  I may  be 
Fit  forthe  blelfed  enjoyments  and  employments 
of  the  heavenly  world. 

Monday,  April  26.  I continued  in  a fweet 
frame  of  mind.  God  was  pleafed  to  make  it  a 
humbling  feafon.  My  foul  exceedingly  longs 
for  that  blelfed  date  of  perfedion,  of  deliverance 

from  all  fin! At  night  God  enabled  me  to 

give  my  foul  up  to  him,  to  call  myfelf  upon 
him,  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to  his  fovereign 
C 2 pleafure ; 
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pleafure ; and  I enjoyed  great  peace  and  confo- 
lation  in  fo  doing.  My  foul  took  fweet  delight 
in  God  : my  thoughts  freely  and  fweetly  center- 
ed in  him.  O that  I could  fpend  every  moment 
of  my  life  to  his  glory  ! 

* Tuefday,  April  27.  I retired  and  God  was 
pleafed  to  pour  fuch  ineffable  comforts  into  ray 
foul,  that  I could  do  nothing  for  fometime  but 
fay  over  and  over,  “ O my  fweet  Saviour  ! O 
my  fweet  Saviour!  Whom  have  I in  heaven  but 
thee  ? And  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I de- 
fire befide  thee.”  If  I had  a thoufand  lives, 
my  foul  would  gladly  have  laid  them  all  down, 
to  have  been  with  C hi  i fl.  My  foul  never  enjov- 
ed  fo  much  of  heaven  before  ; it  was  the  molt 
refined  communion  with  God  I ever  felt:  I 
never  before  felt  fo  great  a degree  of  refigna- 
tion. 

* Wednesday,  April  28-  I withdrew  to  my 
ufual  place  of  retirement,  and  fpent  about  two 
hours  in  fecret.  I ielt  much  as  I did  yelterday 
morning,  only  w'eaker  and  more  overcome.  I 
feemed  to  hang  wholly  on  my  dear  Lord  ; wholly 
weaned  from  all  other  dependencies.  I knew 
not  what  to  fay  to  my  God,  but  only  lean  on  his 
boforn , as  it  were,  and  breathe  out  my  def.res 
after  perfect  conformity  to  him  in  all  things. 
Tbirlting  defires  and  infatiable  longings,  pof- 
feflcd  .my  foul  after  perfeft  holinefs;  God  wras 
fo  precious  to  my  foul,  that  the  world  with  all 
its  enjoyments  was  infinitely  vile ; I had  no 

more 
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more  value  for  the  favour  of  men,  than  for  peb- 
bles : the  Lord  was  my  all  ; and  he  over  ruled 
all ; which  greatly  delighted  me.  I think  my 
faith  and  dependance  on  God  fcarce  ever  rofe  fo 
high.  I faw  him  fucli  a fountain  of  goodnefs, 
that  it  feemed  impoflible  I fhould  diflruft  him 
again,  or  be  any  way  anxious  about  any  thing 

that  fhould  happen  to  me. In  the  evening 

mv  heart  feemed  fweetly  to  melt,  and  was  hum- 
bled for  indwelling  corruption,  and  I mourned 
like  a dove.  I felt  that  all  my  unhappinefs 
arofe  from  my  being  a finner  ; for  with  refigna- 
tion  I could  welcome  all  other  trials  ; but  fin 
hung  heavy  upon  me  : for  God  difcovered  to 
me  the  corruption  of  my  heart ; fo  that  I went 
to  bed  with  a heavy  heart,  becaufe  I was  a fin- 
ner : though  I did  not  in  the  leal!  doubt  of 
God’s  love.  O that  God  would  “ purge  away 
all  mv  drofs,  and  take  away  my  fin.” 

Friday,  April  30.  Nothing  grieves  me  fo  much 
as  that  I cannot  live  conflantlv  to  God’s  glory. 
I could  bear  any  fpiritual  conflifts,  if  I could 
but  have  my  heart  all  the  while  burning  with  love 
to  God  ; for  when  I feel  this  I cannot  be  dejeft- 
ed,  but  only  rejoice  in  ray  Saviour , who  has  deli- 
vered me  from  the  reigning  power,  and  will 
fhortly  deliver  me  from  the  indwelling  .of  fin. 

Lord’s-day,  May  2.  God  was  pleafed  to  give 
me  fuch  a fight  of  myfelf,  as  made  me  appear 
vile  in  my  own  eyes  : I felt  corruption  in  my 
heart,  which  I could  by  no  means  fupprefs ; I 
C -3  was 
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was  exceeding  weak,  and  almoft  fick  with  ray 
inward  trials. 

Lord’s-day,  May  9.  1 never  felt  fo  much  of 

the  curfed  pride  of  my  hearr,  as  well  as  the  ftub- 
bornnefs  of  my  will  before.  O what  a wretch  I 
am  ! I could  not  fubmit  to  be  nothing,  and  to  lie 
down  in  the  duff.  Oh  that  God  would  humble 
me!  I felt  myfelf  fuch  a finner,  all  day,  that  I 
had  fcarce  any  comfort.  Oh  when  fhall  I be 
44  delivered  from  the  body  of  this  death !”  I 
greatly  feared,  left  through  ftupidity  I fhould 
lofe  the  benefit  of  thefe  trials.  O that  they 
might  be  fan&ified  to  my  foul  ! Nothing  feemed 
to  touch  me  but  this,  that  I was  a finner. 

Thurfday,  May  13.  I faw  fo  much  of  the 
%vickednefs  of  my  heart,  that  I longed  to  get 
away  from  myfelf.  I never  before  thought  there 
was  fo  much  fpiritual  pride  in  my  foul : I was  al- 
moft  prelfed  to  death  with  my  vilenefs.  Oh 
what  a body  of  death  is  there  in  me  ! Lord,  de- 
liver ?ny  foul.  O the  clofeft  walk  with  God 
is  the  fweeteft  heaven  that  can  be  enjoyed  on 
earth ! 

Friday,  May  14.  I waited  on  a council  of 
minifters,  and  fpread  before  them  the  treatment 
I had  met  with  at  Yale-college  ; who  thought  it 
advifeable  to  intercede  for  me  with  the  re&or 
and  truftees,  and  to  intreat  them  to  reftore  me  to 
my  former  privileges.* 

Saturday, 

* The  application  which  was  then  made  on  his  behalf,  had  net 
the  defired  fuccefs. 
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Saturday,  June  12.  I fpent  much  time  in 
prayer  this  morning,  and  enjoyed  much  fweet- 
uefs. — Felt  infatiable  longings  after  God  : I won- 
dered how  poor  fouls  do  to  live,  that  have  no 
God. — The  world,  with  all  its  enjoyments,  quite 
vanifhed.  I fee  myfelf  very  helplefs  : but  I have 
a blefTed  God  to  go  to.  I longed  exceedingly 
“ to  be  diffolved,  and  to  be  with  Chrift,  to  be- 
hold his  glory.”  Oh,  my  weak  weary  foul  longs 
to  arrive  at  my  Father  s houfe  ! 

Monday,  June  14.  I felt  fomething  of  the 
fweetnefs  of  communion  with  God,  and  the  con- 
Jliaining  force  of  his  love  : — I fet  apart  this  day 
for  falling  and  prayer,  to  intreat  God  to  blefs  me 
with  regard  to  the  great  work  of  preaching  the goj- 
pel.  Juft  at  night,  the  Lord  vifited  me  marvel- 
loufly  in  prayer  : I think  my  foul  never  was  in 
fuch  an  agony  before  : I felt  no  reftraint;  for  the 
treafures  of  divine  grace  were  opened  to  me  ; I 
wreftled  for  my  abfent  friends,  for  the  ingather- 
ing of  fouls,  for  multitudes  of  poor  fouls,  and 
for  many  that  I thought  were  the  children  of  God, 
perfonally,  in  many  diftant  places.  I was  in  fuch 
an  agony,  till  near  dark,  that  I was  all  over  wet 
with  fweat  : but  yet  it  feemed  to  me  that  I had 
wafted  away  the  day,  and  had  done  nothing.  Oh, 
my  dear  Jefus  did  fxeat  blood  for  poor  fouls  ! I 
longed  for  more  compallion  towards  them. 

Tuefday,  June.  15.  I had  the  moft  ardent 
longings  after  God,  that  I ever  felt  in  mv  life  : 
at  noon,  in  fecret,  I could  do  nothing  but  tell  my' 
C 4 dear 


[ 5°  J 

dear  Lord,  that  he  knew  I longed  for  nothing' 
but  himfelf,  nothing  but  holt  .ejs,  that  he  had 
given  me  thefe  defires,  and  he  only  could  give 
me  the  thing  defired.  I never  feemed  to  be  fo 
unhinged  from  myfelf,  and  to  be  fo  wholly  de- 
voted to  God.  My  heart  was  fwallowed  up  in 
God  mofl  of  the  day.  In  the  evening  I had  fuch 
a view  of  the  foul’s  being  enlarged,  to  contain 
more  holinefs,  that  my  foul  feemed  ready  to  fe- 
parate  from  my  body,  to  obtain  it.  I then  wreftl- 
ed  in  an  agony  for  divine  bleffings;  and  had  my 
heart  drawn  out  in  prayer  for  fome  Chriftian 
friends,  beyond  what  I ever  had  before. — I feel 
differently  now  from  whatever  I did  under  any 
fweet  enjoyments  before  ; more  engaged  to  line 
to  God  for  ever.  Oh  how  fhort  do  I fall  of  my 
duty  in  my  fweeteft  moments  ! 

Friday,  June  18.  Confidering  ray  great  un- 
fitnefs  for  the  minijiry,  I fet  apart  this  day  for 
prayer  to  God,  and  found  God  gracioufly  near; 
once  in  particular,  while  I was  pleading  for  more 
compaffion  for  immortal  fouls,  my  heart  feemed 
to  be  opened  at  once,  and  I was  enabled  to  cry 
with  great  ardency. 

* Oh,  I was  diftrelTed,  tc  think,  that  I fhould 
trffer  fuch  dead  cold  lervices  to  the  living  God ! 
My  foul  feemed  to  breathe  after  holinefs,  a life 
of  conflant  devotednefs  to  God.  But  I 2m  al- 
moft  lofl  fometimes  in  the  purfuit  of  this  blelfed- 
nefs,  and  ready  to  fink,  becaufe  I continually 
fall,  fhort.  O that  the  Lord  would  help  me  to 

hold. 
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hold  oat,  yet  a little  while,  till  the  happy  hour 
of  deliverance  comes  J 

Lord’s-day,  June  20.  I fpent  much  time 
alone.  My  ford  longed  to  be  holy,  and  reached 
after  God;  I hungered  and  thirfkd ; but  was  not 
fatisfted.  My  foul  hung  on  God,  as  my  only 
portion.  O that  I could  grow  in  grace  more 
abundantly  every  day  ! 

Tuefday,  June  22.  I was  fweetly  compofed 
and  refigned  to  God’s  will  ; enabled  to  leave  my- 
fclf  and  all  my  concerns  with  him,  and  to  have 
my  whole  dependence  upon  him  : my  fecret  re- 
tirement was  very  refrefhing.  It  appeared  fuch 
a happinefs  to  have  God  for  my  portion,  that  I 
had  rather  be  any  other  creature  in  this  lower 
creation,  than  not  to  come  to  the  enjoyment  of 
God:  I had  rather  be  a bealf , than  a mao,  with- 
out God,  if  I were  to  live  her-e  to  eternity.  Lord 
endear  thyfelf  more  to  me! 

Wednefday,  June  30.  Spent  this  day  alone 
in  the  woods,  in  fading  and  prayer;  underwent 
the  mod  dreadful  conflibls  in  my  foul,  that  ever 
I felt;  I faw  myfelf  fo  vile,  that  I was  ready  to 
fay,  “ I fhall  now  perifh  by.  the  hand  of  Saul.” 
1 almod  concluded,  I had  no  power  to  dand  for 
the  caufe  of  God,  but  was  “ afraid  of  the  (halt- 
ing of  a leaf.”  Spent  almod  the  whole  day  in 
prayer.  I could  not  bear  to  think  of  Chridians. 
ihewing  me  any  re.fpefb  I almod  defpaired  of 
doing  any  fervice  in  the  world  ; I could  not  feed 
any  hope  refpefling  the  Heathen,  which  ufed  to 
D £ ' afford; 
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afford  me  fome  refrefhment  in  the  darkeft  hours. 
I fpent  the  day  in  the  bitternefs  ef  my  foul.  Near 
night  I enjoyed  fome  fweetnefs  in  prayer. 

Saturday,  July  g.  My  heart  feemed  again  to 
fink.  The  difgrace  I was  laid  under  at  college 
feemed  to  damp  me,  as  it  opens  the  mouths  of 
oppofers.  I had  no  refuge  but  in  God.  Bleffed 
be  his  name,  that  I may  go  to  him  at  all  times,, 
and  find  him  a prefent  help. 

Lord’s-day,  July  4.  I withdrew,  and  enjoyed 
a happy  feafon  in  fecret : God  was  pleafed  to 
give  me  the  exercife  of  faith,  and  thereby  brought 
the  invifible  and  eternal  world  near  to  my  fouh 
1 hoped,  that  my  weary  pilgrimage  would  be 
Jhort ; that  it  would  not  belong  before  I was 
brought  to  my  Father’s  houfe  : but  I was  fweetly 
refigned  to  God’s  will,  to  tarry  his  time,  to  do 
his  work,  and  fuffer  his  pleafure.  I felt  pleafed, 
to  be  little,  to  be  nothing , and  to  lie  in  the  dujl. 

I enjoyed  life  and  fweet  confolation  in  pleading 
for  the  dear  children  of  God,  and  the  kingdom 
of  Chrifl  in  the  world  : and  my  foul  earneillv 
breathed  after  holinefs,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
God.  “ O come,  Lord  Jefus ! come  quickly 
Amen.” 

Monday,  July  19.  My  defires  are  carried  out 
after  weanednefs  from  the  -world , perfebf  dead- 
nefs  to  it,  and  to  be  crucified  to  all  its  allurements. 
My  foul  longs  to  feel  itfelf  a pilgrim  and  anger 
here  below  4 that  toothing  may  divert  me  from 
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preffing  through  the  lonely  defert,  till  I arrive  at 
my  Father’s  houfe. 

* Thurfday,  July  22.  Journeying  from  South- 
bury  to  Ripton,  I called  at  a houfe,  where  being 
kindly  entertained,  I was  filled  with  amazement 
and  fhame,  that  God  fhould  Rir  up  the  hearts  of 
any  to  fhew  fo  much  kindnefs  to  fitch  a dead  dog 
as  I ; and  was  fenfible,  how  exceeding  vile  it  is, 
not  to  be  wholly  devoted  to  God.  I wondered, 
that  God  would  fuffer  any  of  his  creatures  to  feed 
and  fuftain  me  from  time  to  time. 

Thurfday,  July  29.  I was  examined  by  the 
affociation  met  at  Danbury,  as  to  my  learning, 
and  experiences  in  religion,  and  received  a li- 
cence Irom  them  to  preach  the  gofpel  of  Chriffi 
Afterwards  I felt  much  devoted  to  God:  joined, 
in  prayer  with  one  of  the  minillers;  and  went 
to  bed  refolving  to  live  devoted  to  God  all  my 
days. 


PART  III.. 

From  the  time  of  his  being  licenfed  to  preach , 
till  he  was  appointed  Miffionary  to  the  Indians. 

jfpRIDAY,  July  30,  1742..  I rode  from  Dan- 
bury  to  Southbury  ; preached  there  from 
i-Pet.  iv.  6.  I had  much  of  the  comfortable  pre- 
fence of  God  in  the  exercife. : 1 feemed  to  have 
G 6 power 


[ 6°  ] 

power  with  God  in  prayer,  and  power  (o  get 
hold  of  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

Lord’s-day,  Auguff  8.  In  the  morning  I felt 
comfortably  in  fecret  prayer ; my  foul  was  re- 
frefhed  with  the  hopes  of  the  Heathens  coming 
to  Chrift;  I was  much  refigned  to  God,  and 
thought  it  was  no  matter  what  became  of  me. 

Thurfday,  Auguff  12.  This  morning  I was 
exercifed  with  fore  inward  trials  : I had  no  power 
to  pray  ; but  Teemed  (hut  out  from  God,  I had 
in  a great  meafure  loft  my  hopes  of  God’s  fend- 
ing me  among  the  Heathen,  and  of  feeing  them 
flock  to  Chrift.  I faw  fo  much  of  my  helliih 
vilenefs,  that  I appeared  worfe  to  rnvfelf  than  any 
devil : I wondered  that  God  would  let  me  live, 
and  wondered  that  people  did  not  ftone  me, 
much  more  that  they  would  ever  hear  me  preach  ! 
It  Teemed  as  though  I neither  could  nor  ftiouid 
preach  any  more:  yet  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock", 
the  people  came,  and  I was  forced  to  preach. 
And  bleiTed  be  God,  he  gave  me  his  prefence 
and  Spirit : fo  that  I fpoke  with  power  from 
Jobxiv.  1 4.  Some  Indians  cried  out  in  great 
diftrefs,*  and  all  appeared  greatly  concerned. 

Tuefdav,  Auguff  17.  I was  exceedingly  Je- 
prcfTed  in  fpirit ; it  cuts  and  wounds  my  heart, 
to  think  how  much Jpintua'  pride,  and -warmth 
of  temper,  I hive  formerly  intermingled  with  my 
endeavours  to  promote  God’s  work  : and  fome- 

times 

* It  was  in  a place  in  the  weft  era  borders  of  Conncflicut.  vhert 
there  is  a number  of  Indiana. 
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times  I long  to  lie  down  at  the  feet  of  oppoferS* 
and  confefs  what  a jroor  creature  I have  been, 
and  ftill  am.  Oh,  the  Lord  forgive  me,  and 
make  me  for  the  future  “ wife  as  a ferpent,  and 
harmlefs  as  a dove  !” 

Thurfday,  Auguft  17.  This  day,  being  about 
to  go  from  Mr.  Bellamy’s  at  Bethlehem,  where 
I had  redded  fome  time,  I prayed  with  him,  and 
two  or  three  other  Chriftian  friends,  and  we 
gave  ourfelves  to  God  with  all  our  hearts,  to  be 
his  lor  ever  : eternity  looked  very  near  to  me. 
If  I never  fee  them  attain  in  this  world,  it  feem- 
ed  but  a few  moments  before  I fhould  meet  them 
in  another. 

Friday  Auguff  20.  I appeared  fo  vile  to  my- 
felf,  that  I hardly  dared  to  think  of  being  feen, 
efpeciaify  on  account  of  fpiritual  pride.  How- 
ever, to-niyht  I enjoyed  a fvveet  hour  alone  with 
God,  (at  Ripfon)  I was  lifted  up  above  the 
frowns  and  flatteries  of  this  world,  had  a fweet 
relifh  of  heavenly'  joys,  and  my  foul  did  as  i-t 
were  get  into  the  eternal  world,  and  really  tafle 
of  heaven. 

Monday,  Augnft  23.  I had  a fweet  feafon  in 
fecret  prayer  : the  Lord  drew  near  to  my  foul, 
and  filled  me  with  peace,  and  confolation.  My 
foul  tailed  the  fweetnefs  of  the  upper  world  ; and 
was  drawn  out  in  prayer  for-  the  world,  that  it 
might  come  to  Chrift  ! 

* Monday  Augufl  30.  I prayed  with  a Chrif- 
fiaa  friend  or  two ; and,  I think,  fcarce  ever 
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launched  fo  far  into  the  eternal  world ; I got  fo 
far  out  on  the  broad  ocean,  that  my  foul  tri- 
umphed over  all  the  evils  on  the  fhores  of  mor- 
tality.  Time,  and  all  its  gay  araufements 

and  cruel  difappointments,  never  appeared  fo 
inconfiderable  to  me  before  ; I faw  myfelf  no- 
thing, and  my  foul  reached  after  God  with  in- 
tenfe  defire.  I knew,  I had  never  lived  a mo- 
ment to  him  as  I fhould  do  : indeed  it  appeared 
to  me,  I had  never  done  any  thing  in  Cnrifii- 
anity  ; my  foul  longed  with  a vehement  dehre 
to  live  to  God. 

Saturday,  Sept.  4.  God  enabled  me  to 
wreftle  ardently  for  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom  t 
and  for  my  dear  brother  John,  that  God  would 
make  him  more  of  a pilgrim  and  flranger  on  the 
earth,  and  fit  him  for  fingular  ferviceablenefs  in 
the  world  ; and  my  heart  fweetly  exulted  in  the 
Lord,  in  the  thoughts  of  any  diftreffes  that  might 
light  on  him  or  me,  in  the  advancement  of 
Chrilt's  kingdom. 

* Wednefdav,  Sept.  8.  I felt  exceedingly 
weaned  from  the  world. — In  the  afternoon  I dif- 
courfed  on  divine  things  with  a Chrillian  friend, 
whereby  we  were  both  refrefhed.  Then  I pray- 
ed, with  a fweet  fenfe  of  the  blefiednefs  of  com- 
munion with  C-od  : I think  I fcarce  ever  enjoyed 
more  of  God  in  any  one  prayer.  I knew  not 
that  ever  I faw  fo  much  of  my  own  nothingnefs 
in  my  life  ; never  wondered  fo,  that  God  allow- 
ed 
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ecf  me  to  preach  his  word  : never  wa3  fo  afto 
nifhed  as  now. 

* Friday,  Sept.  10.  I longed  with  intenfe  de- 
fire  after  God  ; my  whole  foul  feemed  impatient 
to  be  conformed  to  him,  and  to  become  “ holy, 
as  he  is  holy*”  In  the  afternoon,  I prayed  with 
a dear  friend,  and  had  the  prefence  of  God  with 
us  ; our  fouls  united  together  to  reach  after  a 
bleffed  immortality,  to  be  unclothed  of  the  body 
of  fin  and  death,  and  to  enter  the  blefted  world,, 
where  no  unclean  thing  enters.  O with  what 
intenfe  defire  did  our  fouls  long  for  that  bleffed. 
day  that  we  might  be  freed  from  fin,  and  for  ever 
live  to  and  in  our  God  ! 

Thurfday,  Sept.  16.  I enjoyed  much  of  God 
in  fecret  prayer  : feh  an  uncommon  refignation, 
to  be  and  do  what  G-od  pleafed.  Some  days  paft, 
I felt  great  perplexity  on  account  of  my  paft  con- 
duct : my  bitternejs,  and  want  of  Chriftian  kind- 
nefs  and  love,  has-  been  very  dijlrejjivg  to  my 
foul : the  Lord  forgive  me  my  unchrijlian  warmth 
and  want  of  a fpirit  of  meeknefs! 

Saturday,  Sept.  18.  I felt  compaflion  for 
fouls,  and  mourned  I had  no  more.  I feel  much 
more  kindnefs,  meeknefs,  gentlenefs,  and  love- 
towards  all  mankind  than  ever.  I longed  to  be 
at  the  feet  of  my  enemies  and  perfecutors  : enjoy- 
ed fome  fweetnefs,  in  feeling  my  foul  conformed 
to  Clnift  Jefus,  and  given  away  to  him  for 
ever,. 


[Through 
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[Through  this,  and  the  two  following  weeks, 
hepaded  through  a variety  of  cxercifes:  he  was 
frequently  dejefded,  and  fometimes  funk  into  the 
depths  of  melancholy  : Not  with  regard  to  the 
favour  of  God,  but  about  his  own  finful  infirmi- 
ties, and  unhtnefs  for  God’s  fervice.  Though 
his  mind  was  extremely  depreffed  with  a fenfe  of 
inexpreffible  vilenefs,  yet,  in  the  mean  time, 
he  had  many  feafons  of  comfort  and  fpiritual 
refrelhment.] 

* Lord’s-day,  Oflober  17.  I had  a fenfe  of 
my  helpleifnefs ; efpecially  when  I went  to  the 
place  of  public  worfhip.  I found  I could  not 
fpeak  a word  for  God  without  his  fpecial  aflifi- 
ance  : I went  into  the  affembly  trembling,  under 
a fenfe  of  my  infufficiency  to  do  any  thing  as  I 
ought  to  do.— -But  it  pleafed  God  to  afford  me 
much  afhfiance,  and  there  feemed  to  be  a con- 
fiderable  effeft  on  the  hearers. — O that  I might 
be  “ faithful  to  the  death,  fulfilling  as  an  hireling 
my  day,”  till  the  fhades  of  the  evening  of  life 
fhall  free  my  foul  from  the  toils  of  the  dav  ! 
This  evening  I felt  fuch  longing  defues  after  de- 
liverance from  fin,  and  conformity  to  God,  as 
melted  my  heart.  Oh,  I longed  to  be  “ delivered 
from  this  body  of  death!”  to  be  conformed  to 
God  entirely,  fully,  and  for  ever- — I fcarce  ever 
preach  without  being  fir/t  vifited  with  inward 
confli&s  and  fore  trials.  Bleffed  be  the  Lord  for 
ihefe  trials  and  diflreffes,  as  they  are  bleffed  for 
tny  humbling. 


Monday,, 
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Monday  Oft.  18.  I felt  fome  fweetnefs,  but 
was  dill  preiTed  through  trials  of  foul.  My  life 
is  a conftant  mixture  of  confolations  and  con- 
flifts,  and  will  be  fo  till  I arrive  at  the  world  of 
fpirits. 

Tuefday  Oft.  19.  This  morning  and  Iaft 
night,  felt  a fweet  longing  in  my  foul  after  hoi i- 
nefs  : my  foul  feemed  fo  to  reach  and  flretch  to- 
wards the  mark  of  perfeft  fanftity,  that  it  was 
ready  to  break  with  longings. 

* Thurfday,  Oft.  21.  I had  a very  deep  fenfe 
of  the  vanity  of  the  world,  and  had  little  more 
regard  to  it,  than  if  I had  been  to  go  into  eternity 
the  next  hour.  Through  divine  goodnefs,  I felt 
very  ferious  and  folemn.  O,  I love  to  live  on 
the  brink  of  eternity  ! This  gives  me  a fweet, 
awful,  and  reverential  fenfe  of  God  and  divine 
things,  when  I fee  myfelf  as  it  were  Jlanding  be~- 

fore  the  judgment feat  of  Chrijt. 

* Friday,  Oft.  22,  I was  uncommonly  wean- 
ed from  the  world : my  foul  delighted  to  be  a 

Jlr anger  and  a pilgrim  on  the  earth  ; I felt  a difpo- 
fition  never  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  this 
world  : the  charafter  given  of  fome  of  the  antient 
people  of  God,  in  Heb.  xi.  13.  was  very  plea- 
fing  to  me,  “ they  confeffed  that  they  were  pil- 
grims and  Grangers  on  the  earth,”  and  O that  I 
could  always  do  fo  ! — It  is  fweet  to  be  thus 
weaned  from  friends,  and  from  myfelf,  and  dead 
to  the  world,  that  I may  live  wholly  to  and  upon 
the  bleffed  God. 


Monday 
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Monday,  08.  2 6.  [At  Turky-HUIsJ  In 
the  evening  I enjoyed  the  divine  prefence  : it 
was  a fweet  and  comfortable  feafon : my  foul 
longed,  for  God,  for  the  living  God:  enjoyed  a 
fweet  folemmty  of  fpirit,  and  longing  defire  af- 
ter the  recovery  of  the  divine  image  : “ Then 
fball  I be  fatisfied,  when  I fhall  awake  in  God  s 
likenefs,”  and  never  before. 

Tuefday  08.  27.  [At  Wefl-Suffield]  I un- 
derwent the  moll  dreadful  diflreffes,  under  a 
fenfe  of  my  own  unworthinefs  : it  feemed  to  me, 
I deferved  rather  to  be  driven  out  of  the  place, 
than  to  have  any  body  to  come  to  hear  me 
preach.  And  verily  my  fpirits  were  fo  de- 
prefTed,  that  it  was  impolTible  I fhould  treat  im- 
mortal fouls  with  faithfulnefs : I could  not  deal 
clofely  and  faithfully  with  them,  I felt  fo  infi- 
nitely vile  in  myfelf.  Oh,  what  dujl  and  ajhes 
I am,  to  think  of  preaching  the  gofpel  to  others  1 
Indeed  I never  can  be  faithful  for  one  moment, 
but  fhall  certainly  “ daub  with  untempered  mor- 
tar,” if  God  do  not  grant  me  fpecial  help. — In 
the  evening,  I went  to  the  meeting-houfe,  and 
it  looked  to  me  near  as  eafy  for  one  to  rife  out 
of  the  grave  and  preach,  as  for  me.  However 
God  was  pleafed  to  lift  me  up  and  enable  me  to 
preach.  O the  wonderful  goodnefs  of  God  to 
fo  vile  a finner  ! 

Wednefday  Off.  28.  I was  not  a little  con- 
cerned about  preaching  in  the  afternoon  : felt 

exceedingly  without Jlrtngth , went  into  the  houfe, 

afhained 
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afhamed  to  fee  any  come  to  hear  fuch  an  unfpeak- 
ably  worthlefs  wretch.  However  God  enabled 
me  to  fpeak  with  clearnefs,  power,  and  pun- 
gency. 

Thurfday,  November  4.  [At  Lebanon]  I was 
concerned  that  I had  no  more  fenfe  of  my  infuffi- 
ciency  and  unworthinefs.  O it  is  fweet  lying  in 
the  duji ! But  it  is  didrefling  to  feel  in  my  foul 
that  hell  of  corruption. — In  the  afternoon  I had 
a fenfe  of  the  fweetnefs  of  a drift,  clofe,  and 
condant  devotednefs  to  God,  and  felt  a pleading 
yet  painful  concern,  led  I fhould  fpend  fome  mo- 
ments without  God.  O may  I always  live  to  God!’ 
— In  the  evening  I felt  an  intenfe  defire  to  fpend 
every  moment  for  God. — God  is  unfpeakably 
gracious  to  me  continually : in  times  pad,  he 
has  given  me  inexpredible  fweetnefs  in  the  per- 
formance of  duty ; frequently  my  foul  has  en- 
joyed much  of  God  ; but  has  been  ready  to  fay, 
“ Lord,  it  is  good  to  be  here  and  fo  to  indulge 
doth.  But  of  late  God  has  been  pleafed  to  keep 
my  foul  hungry,  almod  continually;  fo  that  I 
have  been  filled  with  a kind  of  pleafing  pain. 
"When  I really  enjoy  God,  I feel  my  defires  of 
him  the  more  infatiable,  and  my  thirdings  after 
holinefs  the  more  unquenchable ; and  the  Lord 
will  not  allow  me  to  feel  as  though  I were  fully 
fupplied  and  fatisfied,  but  keeps  me  dill  reaching 
forward  ; and  I feel  barren  and  empty,  as  though  I 
could  not  live,  without  more  of  God  in  me;  I 
feel  afhamed  and  guilty  before  God.  Oh  ! I fee, 

u the 
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**  the  law  is  fpiiitual,  but  I am  carnal.”  I do  not,. 

I cannot  live  to  God.  Oh  for  holinefs ! Oh  for 
more  of  God  in  my  foul  ! Oh  this  pleafing  pain  1 
It  makes  my  foul  prefs  after  God  ; the  language 
of  it  is.  “ Then  fhall  I be  fatisfied,  when  I awake 
in  God’s  likenefs,”  ( Pfal . xxvii.  ult. ) but  never, 
never  before  : and  confequently  I am  engaged  to 
“ prefs  towards  the  mark,”  day  by  day.  O that 
I may  feel  this  continual  hunger,  and  not  be  re- 
tarded, but  rather  be  animated  by  every  chiller 
from  Canaan,  to  reach  forward  in  the  narrow 
way,  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  heavenly  in- 
heritance! O that  I may  never  loiter  in  my  hea- 
venly journey. 

Lord’s  day,  November  7,  it  feemed  as  if  fuch 
an  unholy  wretch  as  I never  could  arrive  at  that 
bleffedtiefs,  to  be  “ holy,  as  God  is  holy.”  At 
noon  I longed  for  fan&ification,  and  conformity 
to  God.  Oh,  that  is  the  all,  the  all!  The 
Lord  help  me  to  prefs  after  God  for  ever. 

Monday,  November  18.  I longed  for  an  ar- 
rival in  the  heavenly  country , the  blefTed  paradife 
of  God.  Through  divine  goodnefs,  I have 
fcarce  feen  the  day,  for  two  months,  but  death 
has  looked  fo  pieafant  to  me,  that  I could  have 
rejoiced  the  prefent  Ihould  be  my  lajl\  and  I 
truft  that  I fhall  be  able  to  fay,  “ O death,  where 
is  thy  fling !”  and,  “ O grave,  where  is  thy 
victory  !” 

Friday,  November  19.  [At  New-HavenJ  I re- 
ceived a letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pemberton  of 

New-York,. 
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"New-York,  de firing;  me  fpeedily  to  go  down  thi- 
ther,  and  confult  about  the  Indian  affairs,  and 
to  meet  certain  gentlemen  there  that  were  in- 
truded witli  them.  I retired  with  two  or  three 
friends,  and  prayed  ; and  was  enabled  to  leave 
myfelf  and  all  my  concerns  with  God. 

Wednefday,  November  24.  I came  to  New- 
York  ; felt  dill  much  concerned  about  the  im- 
portance of  my  bufinefs  ; put  up  many  earned 
requeds  to  God ; was  conlufed  with  the  noife 
and  tumult  of  the  city;  enjoyed  but  little  time 
alone  with  God  ; but  my  foul  longed  after  him. 

Thurfday, November  25.  I fpent  much  time  in 
prayer  and  lupplicatiom:  was  examined  by  force 
gentlemen  of  my  Chridian  experience,  and  my 
acquaintance  with  divinity,  and  iome  other  du- 
dies,  in  order  to  my  improvement  in  that  impor- 
tant affair  of  gofpcllizing  the  Heathen  +:  was 
made  fenfible  of  my  great  ignorance  and  unfitnefs 
for  public  fervice  : * I had  the  mod  abafmg 
thoughts  of  myfelf,  I think,  that  ever  I had : I 
thought  myfelf  the  word  wretch  that  ever  lived  : 
it  pained  my  heart,  that  any  body  fhould  Jhew 
me  any  refpect.  Alas!  I thought,  how  f'adly 
they  are  deceived  in  me!  how  miferably  would 
they  be  difappomted,  if  they  knew  my  infidel 
Oil  my  heart ! — And  in  this  depreffed  condition, 

I was 

+ Thefc  gentlemen  that  examined  Mr.  Brainerd,  were  the 
correfpondents  in  New-York,  New  Jerfey,  and  Penfylvania, 
of  the  honourable  fociety  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Chtiftian 
knowledge  ; to  whom  w as  committed  the  management  oftheir 
affairs  in  thofe  par's,  and  who  were  now  met  at  New-York, 
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I was  forced  to  go  and  preach  to  a considerable 
afiembly,  before  fome  grave  and  learned  mini- 
sters ; but  I felt  fuch  a preffure  from  a fenfe  of 
my  vilenefs,  ignorance,  and  unfitnefs  to  appear 
in  public,  that  I was  almoft  overcome  with  it : 
nry  foul  was  grieved  for  the  congregation,  that 
they  Should  fit  there  to  hear  fuch  a dead  dog  as  I 
preach  ; I thought  mvfelf  infinitely  indebted  to 
the  people,  and  longed  that  God  would  reward 
them  with  his  grace. 


From  the  time  of  his  being  appointed  Mifiionary, 
to  his  entrance  on  his  miffion  among  the  Indians 
at  Kaunaumeek. 


RIDAY,  November  2 6.  I bad  ftill  a fenfe  of 


ray  own  vilenefs, and  endeavoured  as  much 
as  I could  to  keep  alone.  O what  a nothing,  what 
dufi  and  afhes  am  I !— I enjoved  fome  comfort 
in  fpreading  my  complaints  before  God. 

Saturday.  Nov.  27.  I committed  my  foul  to 
God  with  fome  degree  of  comfort  ; left  New 
York  about  nine  in  the  morning;  came  away 
with  a diftrefling  fenfe  of  my  unfpeakable  ur.- 
worthinefs.  Surelv  I may  well  love  all  tnv  bre- 
thren ; for  none  of  them  all  is  as  vile  as. I ; what- 
ever they  do  outwardly,  yet  it  feems  to  me  none 
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is  confcious  of  fo  much  inward  fin.  O my  lean- 
nefs,  my  barrennefs,  my  paft  bitternefs,  and 
want  of  a gofpel-temper ! 

Wedneiday,  December  1.  My  foul  breathed 
after  God  in  longing  defires  of  conformity  to 
him  : my  foul  was  brought  to  reft  itfelf,  on  his 
rich  grace,  and  felt  ftrength  to  do  or  fuffer  any 
thing  that  divine  Providence  fhould  allot  me. 

[Within  the  fpace  of  the  next  nine  days,  he 
went  a journey  from  Newton  to  Haddam,  his 
native  town  ; and  after  ftaying  there  fome  days 
returned  again  into  the  weftern  part  of  Con- 
r.eflicut,  and  came  to  Southbury.  | 

Saturday,  December  1 1.  I converfed  with  a 
dear  friend,  to  whom  I had  thought  of  giving  a 
liberal  education,  that  he  might  be  fitted  for 
the  gofpel  miniftry.  I acquainted  him  with  my 
thoughts,  and  left  him  to  confider  of  it,  till  I 
fhould  fee  him  again.  Then  I rode  to  Bethlehem, 
to  Mr.  Bellamy’s  lodgings  ; and  fpent  the  even- 
ing with  him  in  fweet  converfation  and  prayer. 

Lords  day,  December  12.  I felt  a diftrelfing 
need  of  divine  help;  I went  to  meeting  trembling  ; 
but  it  pleated  God  to  afiift  me  in  prayer  and  fer- 
mon  : I think,  my  foul  fcarce  ever  penetrated 
fo  far  into  the  immaterial  world,  nor  were  my 
devotions  ever  fo  much  refined,  I preached 
with  fome  fweetnefs,  from  Mat.  vi.  33.  Blef- 
fed  be  God,  I have  reafon  to  think,  that  my 
religion  is  become  more  fpiritual,  by  means  of 
my  late  inward  conflifts.  May  I always  be  wil- 
ling 
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ling  that  God  fliould  life  his  own  methods  with, 
me! — I felt  much  of  the  fweetnefs  of  religion, 
and  the  tendernefs  of  the  gofpel-temper  : I found 
a dear  love  to  all  mankind,  and  I was  afraid  of 
fcarcely  any  thing  fo  much  as  left  feme  motion 
of  anger  or  refentment  fliould,  fome  time  or 
other,  creep  into  my  heart. 

Tuefday,  December  21.  Irodeoverto  Der- 
by, and  preached  ; it  pleafed  God  to  give  me 
fweet  afliftance,  and  to  enable  me  to  fpeak  with 
a foft  and  tender  power  and  energy. — We  had 
afterwards  a comfortable  evening  in  fmging  and 
prayer;  God  enabled  me  to  pray  with  as  much 
fpirituahty  and  fweetnefs  as  I have  done  for  fome 
time;  my  mind  feemed  to  be  unclothed  of  fenfe 
and  imagination  and  was  in  a meafure  let  in- 
to the  world  of  fpirits.  This  day  was,  I iruft 
made  profitable  to  a number  of  us,  to  advance 
our  fouls  in  holinefs  and  conformity  to  God  ; 
the  glory  be  to  him  for  over.  Amen.  How 
bleffed  it  is  to  grow  more  and  more  like  God  ! 

Lord’s  day,  December  26.  I felt  much  fweet- 
nefs and  tendernefs  in  prayer,  my  whole  foul 
feemed  to  love  my  worfl  enemies,  and  I was 
enabled  to  pray  for  thofe  that  are  ftrangers  to 
God  with  a degree  of  foftnefs  and  pathetic  fer- 
vour. 

Monday,  December  27.  I enjoyed  a pre- 
cious feafon  ; I had  a fweet  fenfe  of  the  pure 
fpiritualitv  of  the  religion  of  Chrift  Jefus.  In 
the  evening  I preached  with  much  freedom,  pow- 
er 
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*sr  and  pungency.  O the  tendernefsl  felt  in 
my  foul  ! Blefled  be  my  God  I have  feldom 
enjoyed  a more  comforahle  and  profitable 
day  than  this.  O that  I could  fpend  all  my  time 
for  God  ! 

Friday,  January  14,  1742-g.  My  fpiritual 

conflifts  were  unfpeakably  dreadful,  heavier 
than  the  mountains  and  overflowing  floods : 
I feemed  inclofed  as  it  were,  in  hell  itfelf : I was 
deprived  of  all  fenfe  of  God,  even  of  the  be- 
ing of  a God;  and  that  was  my  mifery.  * This 
was  difirefs  the  neareft  a-kin  to  the  damned’s 
torments  that  I ever  endured  : their  torments,  I 
am  fure  will  confift  much  in  the  privation  of  God, 
and  confequently  of  all  good.  This  taught 
me  the  abfolute  dependance  of  a creature 
upon  the  Creator,  for  every  crumb  of  hap- 
pinefs  it  enjoys.  Oh!  I feel  that  if  there  is  bo 
God,  though  I might  live  for  ever  here,  and  en- 
joy not  only  this,  but  all  other  worlds,  I fhould 
be  ten  thoufand  times  more  miferable  than  a 
toad.  My  foul  was  in  fuch  anguilh  I could  not 
eat,  but  felt  as  I fuppofed  a poor  wretch  would, 
that  is  juli  going  to  the  place  of  execution.  I 
was  almoft  fwallowed  up  with  anguilh,  when  I 
faw  people  gathering  together  to  hear  me  preach. 
However,  I went  to  the  houre  of  God,  and 
he  was  pleafed  to  give  me  freedom  apd  enlarge- 
ment, and  I Ipent  the  evening  comfortably. 
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* Lord’s  day  January  23.  I fcarce  ever  fek' 

myfelf  fo  unfit  to  exift,  as  now  : I faw  I was  not 
worthy  of  a place  among  the  Indians,  where  I am 
going  ; I thought  I fhould  be  afhamed  to  look 
them  in  the  face,  and  much  more  to  have  any 
refpeft  fhewn  me.  Indeed  I felt  myfelf  banifhed 
from  the  earth,  as  if  all  places  were  too  good  for 
fuch  a wretch  as  I : I thought  I fhould  he  alhamed 
to  go  among  the  very  favages  of  Africa  ; I ap- 
peared to  myfelf  a creature  fit  for  nothing,  nei- 
ther heaven  nor  earth. None  knows,  but 

thofe  that  feel  it,  what  the  foul  endures  that  is 
fenfibly  fhut  out  from  the  prefence  of  God;  alas 
it  is  more  bitter  than  death. 

Wednefday,  January  2 6.  I preached  to  a 

pretty  large  allembly  ; infilled  on  humility, 
and  fledfaftnefs  in  keeping  God’s  commands  ; 
and  that  through  humility  we  fhould  prefet  one 
another  in  love.  I felt  fweetly  calm,  and  full  of 
brotherly  love,  never  more  free  from  party  fpirit. 
I hope  fomegood  will  follow,  that  Chriflians  will 
be  freed  from  party  zeal  and  cenfunng  one  another. 

[On  Thurfday,  after  a confiderable  time  fpent 
in  prayer  and  Chriftian  converfation,  he  rode  to 
New-London.J 

* Friday,  January.  28.  Here  I found  fome  car- 
ried away  with  a falfe  zeal  andbitternefs.  Oh,  the 
want  of  a gofpel- temper  is  great! v to  be  lament- 
ed. I fpent  the  evening  in  converfing  with  fome 
about  fome  points  of  conduct  in  both  miniflers 
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{m3  private  Chrittians ; but  did  not  agree  with 
them  : God  had  not  taught  them  with  briars  and 
thorns  to  be  of  a kind  difpofition  toward  man- 
kind. 

Wednefday,  February  2.  I preaclied  my  fare- 
well-fermon,  at  the  houfeofan  aged  man,  who 
had  been  unable  to  attend  on  the  public  worfhip 
for  fome  time  ; and  this  morning  fpent  the  time 
in  prayer.  Having  taken  leave  of  my  friends, 
I fet  out  on  my  journey  towards  the  Indians 
though  by  the  way  I was  to  fpend  fome  lime  at 
Eaft-Hampton  on  Long-ifland  ; and  being  ac- 
companied by  a meffenger  from  Eafl-Hampton, 
we  travelled  to  Lyme.  On  the  road  I felt  an  un- 
common preflure  of  mind  : I feemed  to  flruggle 
hard  for  fome  pleafure  here  below,  and  feemed 
loth  to  give  up  all ; I faw  I was  throwing  myfelf 
into  all  hardfhips  and  diflrefles : I thought  it 
would  be  lefs  difficult  to  lie  down  in  the  grave; 
but  yet  1 chofe  to  go,  rather  than  flay. — I came 
to  Lyme  that  night. 

[Be  waited  the  two  next  days  for  a paffiage  over 
the  found,  and  fpent  much  of  the  time  in  inward 
confli&s. 

On  Saturday  he  croffied  the  Sound,  landed  on 
Long-ifland,  and  travelled  to  Eafl-Hampton, 
And  the  feven  following  days  be  fpent  there,  for 
the  moftpart,  under  extreme  dejeffion  of  miud.j 

Lord’s-day,  February  ig.  I was  under  great 
difcouragement;  knew  not  how  it  was  poffible 
for  me  to  preach,  and  was  ready  to  give  up  all  ! 
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But  God  was  pleafed  to  aflifl:  me.  In  the  even- 
ing, my  heart  was  fweetly  drawn  out  after  God, 
and  devoted  to  him. 

Tuefday,  February  15.  Early  in  the  day  I 
felt  forae  comfort;  afterwards  I walked  into  a 
neighbouring  grove,  and  felt  more  a ftranger  on 
earth  than  ever  ; as  dead  to  the  enjoyments  of 
the  world,  as  if  I had  been  dead  in  a natural 
fenfe. — In  the  evening  I had  fweetnefs  in  fecret 
dutv  : God  was  then  my  portion,  and  my  foul 
rofe  above  thofe  deep  waters , into  which  I have 
funk  fo  low  of  late. 

Thurfday,  February  17.  I preached  this  day 
at  a little  village  ; and  God  was  pleafed  to  give 
me  his  gracious  afliltance,  fo  that  I fpake  with 
freedom,  boldnefs,  and  power.  * In  the  even- 
ing, I fpent  fome  time  with  a dear  Chriflian 
friend  ; felt  as  on  the  brink  of  eternity  ; my 
foul  enjoyed  fweetnefs  in  lively  apprehenfions  of 
Banding  before  the  glorious  God:  prayed  with 
my  dear  friend,  and  difcoiirfed  with  the  utmoft 
folemnity.  And  truly  it  was  a little  emblem  of 
heaven  itfelf. 

Friday,  February  18.  I felt  fweetly  'moll . of 
the  day,  and  found  accefs  to  the  throne  of  grace. 
Bleffed  be  the  Lord  for  anv  intervals  of  corripo- 
fure.  while  I am  in  the  field  of  battle.  O that  I 
might  be  ferious,  folemn,  and  always  vigilant, 
while  in  an  evil  world  ! O,  I long  to  live  to  God! 

[During  the  next  lortnight,  he,  for  the  moft 
part,  enjoyed  much  peace  and  comfort.  And 
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this  fpace  of  time  was  filled  up  with  great  dili- 
gence and  earneftnefs  in  ferving  God,  in  ftudy, 
prayer,  meditation,  preaching,  and  private  in- 
itrufting  and  counfelling.] 

* Monday,  March  7.  This  morning  when  I 
arofe,  I found  my  heart  go  after  God  in  longing 
defires  of  conformity  to  him  : and  in  fecret 
prayer  I found  myfeif  fweetly  drawn  out  in 
praifes  to  God  for  all  he  had  done  to  and  for  me, 
and  for  all  my  inward  trials  and  diftrefifes;  my 
heart  afcribed  glory,  glory,  glory  to  the  bleffed 
God!  and  bid  welcome  to  all  inward  diflrefs  again, 
if  God  faw  meet  to  exercife  me  with  it : time 
appeared  but  an  inch  long,  and  eternity  at  hand  ; 
and  I thought  I could  with  patience  and  chear- 
fulnefs  bear  any  thing  for  the  caufe  of  God  ; for 
I faw  that  a moment  would  bring  me  to  a world 
of  peace  and  bleffednefs ; and  my  foul,  by  the 
ftrength  of  the  Lord,  rofe  far  above  this  lower 
world,  and  all  the  vain  amufements  and  fright- 
ful difappointments  of  it. 

Lord’s-day,  March  13.  At  noon,  I thought 
it  impofiible  for  me  to  preach,  by  reafon  of  bo- 
dily weaknefs  and  inward  deadnefs  ; and  in  the 
firft  prayer,  I was  fo  weak  that  I could  hardly 
ftand  ; but  in  fermon,  God  {Lengthened  me,  fo 
that  I fpake  near  an  hour  and  half  with  freedom, 
clearnefs,  and  tender  power,  from  Gen.  V.  24. 
u And  Enoch  walked  with  God.”  I was  fweet- 
1-y  affifted  to  infill  on  a clofe  walk  with  God,  and 
to  leave  this  as  my  parting  advice  to  God’s  peo- 
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pie  here,  that  they  Jhould  walk  with  God.  May  the 
God  of  all  grace  lucceed  my  poor  labours  in  this 
place ! 

Saturday,  March  19.  I was  diftrefied  under  a 
fenfe  of  my  ignorance,  darknefs,  and  unworthi- 
nefs  ; got  alone,  and  poured  out  my  complaint 
to  God  in  the  bitternefs  jof  my  foul. — In  rhe 
afternoon  I rode  to  Newark,  and  had  fome  fweet- 
nefs  in  converfation  with  Mr.  Burr,  and  in  pray- 
ing together.  O blefled  be  God  for  ever  and 
ever,  for  any  enlivening  and  quickening! 

Lord’s-day,  March  20.  I preached  in  the 
forenoon : God  gave  me  fome  afliftance  and 
Iweetnefs,  and  enabled  me  to  fpeak  with  real 
tendernefs,  love,  and  impartiality.  In  the  even- 
ing, I preached  again;  and,  of  a truth,  God 
was  pleafed  to  aflift  a poor  worm.  BlelTed  be 
God,  I was  enabled  to  fpeak  with  life,  power, 
and  pafiionate  defire  of  the  edification  of  God’s 
people.  * In  the  evening,  I felt  fomething  fpi- 
ritua!  and  watchful,  left  my  heart  fhould  by  any 
means  be  drawn  away  from  God.  Oh,  when 
fhall  I come  to  that  bleiTed  world,  where  every 
power  of  my  foul  will  be  inceffantly  and  eternal- 
ly wound  up,  in  heavenly  employments  and  en- 
joyments, to  the  higheft  degree  ! 

[On  Monday  he  went  to  Woodbridge,  where 
the  correspondents,  inftead  of  fending  him  to  the 
Forks  of  Delaware,  ordered  him  to  go  to  a num- 
ber of  Indians,  at  Kaunaumeek,  a place  in  the 
province  of  New- York,  in  the  woods  between 
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Stockbridge  and  Albany.  This  alteration  was  oc- 
casioned by  two  things,  1.  Information  they  had 
received  of  fome  contention  now  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  white  people  and  the  Indians  at  Dela- 
ware, which  they  fuppofed  would  be  a hindrance 
at  prefent  to  their  entertainment  of  a miffionary, 
and  to  his  fuccefs  among  them.  And,  2.  Some 
intimations  they  had  received  from  Mr.  Sergeant, 
miffionary  to  the  Indians  at  Stockbridge,  con- 
cerning the  Indians  at  Kaunaumeek,  and  the 
profpefl;  of  fuccefs  that  a miffionary  might  have 
among  them.] 


PART  V. 

From  his  firji  beginning  to  inJlruEt  the  Indians  dt 
Kaunaumeek , to  his  Ordination. 

FRIDAY,  April  1,  1743.  I rode  to  Kaunau- 
meek, near  twenty  miles  from  Stockbridge, 
where  the  Indians  live,  and  I lodged  on  a little 
heap  of  llraw.  I was  greatly  exercifed  with  in- 
ward diftreffes  all  day;  and  in  the  evening  feem- 
ed  to  have  no  God  to  go  to.  O that  God  would 
help  me  ! 

The  place  was  fufficiently  lonefome,  and  un- 
pleafant,  bemg  encompaffed  with  mountains  and 
woods  ; twenty  miles  difiant  from  any  Englifh  in- 
habitants ; fix  or  feven  from  any  Dutch ; and 
snore  than  two  from  a family  that  came,  from  the 
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Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  had  then  lived  about 
two  years  in  this  wildernefs.  In  this  family  I 
lodged  about  the  fpace  of  three  months,  the  maf- 
ter  ol  it  being  the  only  perfon  with  whom  I could 
readily  converfe  in  thofe  parts,  except  my  inter- 
preter; others  underftanding  very  little  Englilh. 

Thurfday,  April  7.  I appeared  to  myfelf  ex- 
ceeding ignorant,  weak,  helplefs,  and  altogether 
unequal  to  my  work.  It  feemed  to  me  I fhould 
never  do  any  fervice,  or  have  any  fuccefs  among 
the  Indians.  My  foul  was  weary  of  life  : I long- 
ed for  death,  beyond  meafure.  When  I thought 
of  any  godly  foul  departed,  my  foul  was  ready 
to  envy  him  his  privilege,  thinking,  “ Oh,  when 
will  my  turn  come  ! Mull  it  be  years  firft !” — 
But  I know  thofe  defires  rofe  partly  for  want  of 
refignation  to  God.  Towards  night,  I had  faith 
in  prayer,  and  fome  affiliance  in  writing.  O that 
God  would  keep  me  near  him  ! 

* Friday,  April  8.  I was  exceedingly  prelled 
under  a fenfe  of  my  party-fpirit , in  times  pad, 
while  I attempted  to  promote  the  caufe  of  God  : 
its  vile  nature  appeared  in  fuch  odious  colours, 
that  my  very  heart  was  pained  : I faw  how  poor 
fouls  Humbled  over  it  into  everlafting  dellru&ion, 
and  was  conllrained  to  make  that  prayer  in  the 
bitternefs  of  my  foul,  “ O Lord,  deliver  me  from 
blood-guiltinefs.”  I faw  my  defert  of  hell  on  this 
account.  My  foul  was  full  of  anguifh  and  lhame 
before  God,  that  I had  fpent  fo  much  time  in 
converfation  tending  only  to  promote  a party-fpi~ 
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rit.  I faw  I had  not  duly  prized  mortification, 
felf-denial,  refignation  under  all  adverfities, 
meeknefs,  love,  candour,  and  holinefs  of  heart 
and  life. — Of  late,  I have  thought  much  of 
having  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  advanced  in  the 
world;  but  now  I faw  I had  enough  to  do  my- 
felf.  The  Lord  be  merciful  to  me  a finner. 

Lord’s-day,  April  10.  I preached  to  the  In- 
dians, both  forenoon  and  afternoon.  They  be- 
haved foberly  in  general : two  or  three  appear- 
ed under  fome  concern  ; with  whom  I difcourf- 
ed  privately ; and  one  told  me,  “ her  heart  had 
cried,  ever  fince  fh'e  heard  me  preach  find.’3 
Wednefday,  April  13.  I verily  thought  I was 
the  meaner!,  vileft,  mod  helplefs,  ignorant  crea- 
ture living.  And  yet  I knew  what  God  had 
done  for  my  foul  : though  fometimesl  was  a£» 
faulted  with  . doubts,  whether  it  was  poffible  for 
fuch  a wretch  as  I,  to  be  in  a date  of  grace. 

Tuefday,  April  19.  In  the  morning,  I enjoy- 
ed fweet  repofe  in  God  ; felt  fome  confidence; 
and  was  refrefhed  and  comforted.  My  foul  was 
lifted  above  the  deep  waters,  wherein  it  has  been 
folong  almolt  drowned ; I found  my  felf  engaged 
for  the  advancement  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  in  my 
own  foul,  more  than  in  the  Heathen  world.  - 
Wednefday,  April- 20'.  I fet  apart  this  day' 
for  falling  and  prayer,  to  bow- my  foul  before 
Sod  for  grace ; efpeeially  that  all  my  inward  dif- 
aefies  might  be  fanflified  to  my  foul-  I endea-- 
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voured  alfo  to  remember  the  goodnefs  of  God 
to  me  in  the  year  pad.  Having  obtained  help  of 
God,  I am  now  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years.  My  foul  was  pained,  to  think  of  my 
barrennefs  ; that  I have  lived  fo  iittle  to  the 
glory  of  the  eternal  God.  I fpent  the  day  in  the 
woods  alone,  and  there  poured  out  ray  complaint 
to  God.  O that  God  would  enable  me  to  live  to 
his  glory  for  the  future  ! 

* Friday,  April  22.  My  leannefs  tefiifies 
againft  me  ! My  foul  abhors  itfelf  for  itsunlike- 
nefs  to  God,  its  inactivity  and  fluggirhnefs. 
When  I have  done  all,  what  an  unprofitable  fcr- 
van't  am  I ! I groan  to  fee  the  hours  of  the  day 
roll  away,  becaufe  I do  not  fill  them,  in  fpiritua- 
lity  and  heavenly-mindednefs.  And  yet  I long 
thev  fhould  fpeed  their  pace,  to  hallen  me  to  my 
eternal  home,  where  I may  fill  up  all  my  mo- 
ments, for  God  and  his  glory. 

* Tuefday  May  10.  I was  extremely  preffed 
with  a fenfe  of  guilt,  pollution,  blindnefs ; the 
fins  of  my  youth  were  fet  in  order  before  me  ; 
thev  went  over  mv  head  a burden,  too  heavy  for 
me  to  bear.  Almofl  all  the  aftions  of  my  life 
pall  feem  to  be  covered  over  with  fin  and  guilt  ; 
and  thole  of  them  that  I performed  in  the  mod 
confcientious  manner,  now  fill  me  with  lhatne 
and  confufion,  Oh!  the pride,  Jejiflme/s  ignor- 
ance, bitternefs,  party-zeal,  and  ike  want  of  iovet 
candour, . nieikntjs,  and  gentienefs,  thai.  hare  at- 
tended my  attempts  !<•  promote  religion;  and 
this  when  I had  real  afliflaiice  Irom  abo\e,  and 
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forae  fweet  intercourfe  with  heaven  ! But,  what 
corrupt  mixtures  attended  my  beft  duties  ! 

After  feveral  weeks  I found  my  diftance  from  the 
Indians  a very  great  difadvantage,  as  I was  obliged 
to  travel  forward  and  backward  almoft  daily  on  foot 
having  no  pafture  in  which  I could  keep  my  horfe. 
And  after  all  my  pains,  I could  not  be  with  them 
in  the  evening  and  morning,  which  were  hours 
when  they  could  bsft  attend  my  inftruftions. 

I therefore  refolved  to  remove,  and  live  with 
or  near  the  Indians,  that  I might  watch  when  they 
were  at  home  and  take  that  time  for  their  inftru&ions. 

Accordingly  I removed  and  for  a time  lived 
with  them  in  one  of  theirwigwams  : not  long  af- 
ter I built  me  a fmall  houfe,  where  I fpent  the 
remainder  of  that  year  alone ; my  interpreter 
(who  was  an  Indian)  choofing  rather  to  live  in  a 
wigwam  among  his  own  countrymen. 

But  although  the  difficulties  of  this  folitary  way 
of  living  are  not  the  leaft,  yet  I can  truly  fay 
the  burden  I felt  refpe&ing  vny  great  work  a- 
mong  the  poor  Indians,  the  fear  and  concern 
that  continually  hung  upon  my  fpirit,  left  they 
ffiould  be  prejudiced  againft  Chriftianity,  by  means 
offome  who  (although  they  are  called  Ckriftians ) 
had  rather' the  Indians  (hould  remain  heathens, 
that  they  may  with  more  eafe  cheat  them  ; the 
fear  and  concern  I felt  in  thefe  refpeffs,  were 
much  more  preffingto  me,  than  all  the  difficulties 
that  attended  the  circumftances  of  my  living. 

As  to  the  Jlate  or  temper  of  mind,  in  which 
I found  thefe  Indians,  at  my  firft  coming  among 
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them,  it  was  much  more  encouraging,  than  ex- 
petted.  Their  prejudices  againd  Chriftianity, 
were  in  a great  ineafure  removed  by  the  long  con- 
tinued labours  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sergeant  among 
a number  of  the  fame  tribe,  in  a place  more  than 
twenty  miles  didant : by  which  means,  thefe 
were  in  fome  degree,  prepared  to  entertain  the 
truths  of  Chridianity  tnflead  of  objetting  a- 
gainft  them  as  is  common  with  them  at  fird.  Some 
of  them  appeared  well  difpofed  toward  religion, 
and  leetned  pleafed  with  my  coming  among  them. 

* Wednefday,  May  18.  My  circum dances 
are  fuch  that  I have  no  comfort,  of  any  kind, 
but  what  I have  in  God.  I live  in  the  mod; 
lonefome  wildernefs ; have  but  one  (ingle  per- 
fon  to  converfe  with,  that  can  fpeak  Engli(h.J' 
Mod  of  the  talk  I hear,  is  either  Highland 
Scotch  or  Indian.  I have  no  fellow-Chrifiian. 
to  whom  I. might  unbofom  myfelf,  and  lay  open 
my  fpiritual  borrows,,  and  with  whom  I might 
take  fweet  counfel  about  heavenly  things,  and. 
join  in  prayer.  I live  poorly  with  r egard  to  the 
comforts  of  life  ; mod  of  my.  diet  confids  of  boil- 
ed corn,  and  hady  pudding.  I lodge  on  a bundle; 
of  draw,. my  labour  is  hard;  and  I have  lit- 
tle appearance  of  fuccefs.  The  Indian  affairs 
are  very  difficult;  having  no  land  to  live  on,  but. 
what  the  Dutch  threaten  to  drive  them  from  ; 

they. 

+ Thisperfon  was  Mr.  Brainerd’s  interpreter;  who  was-aB  ir.-r 
geniotis  young  Indian;  belonging  to  Stockbi  idge.  whole  name 
was  John  Wauwaumpequunaunt,  who  had  been  intlrudled  in. 
the  Chriftian  religion  by  Mr.  Sergeant;  underftood  both  Englith", 
and  Indian  yery  well,  and  wrote  a goo  d hand. 
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they  have  no  regard  to  the  fouls  of  the  poor -In- 
dians ; and  they  hate  me,  becaufe  I come  ta 

preach  to  them. But  that  which  makes  all  my 

difficulties  grievous  to  be  borne,  is,  that  “ God 
hides'his  face  from  me.” 

[Here  he  had  various  exercifes  of  mind  • 
from.  his  firfl  coming  to  Kaunaumeek,  till  he 
got  into  his  own  houfe,  a little  hut  that  he 
made  chiefly  with  his  own  hands,  with  long  and 
hard  labour.  How  it  was  with  him  in  thofe  dark 
feafons  he  further  defcribes  in  his  diary  for  July 
2.  “ My  foul  is,  and  has  for  a long  time  beem 
in  a pitieous  condition,  wading  through  a feries 
of  forrows,  of  various  kinds.  I have  been  fo- 
crufhed  down  fometimes  with  a fenfe  of  my 
meannefs  and  infinite  unworthinefs,  that  I have 
been  afhamed  that  any,  even  the  meaneff  of  my 
fellow  creatures,  fhould  fo  much  as  fpend  a 
thought  about  me,  and  have  wifhed  while  I 
have  travelled  among  the  thick  brakes,  to  drop 
into  everlaffing  oblivion.  In  this  cafe,  I have 
almofl  refolved  never  again  to  fee  any  of  my. 
acquaintance  ; and  really  thought,  I could  not. 
be  feen  or  heard  of  any  more. — Sometimes  the 
confideration  of  mv  ignorance  has  been  a means 
of  my  great  difirefs  and  anxiety.  And  efpecial- 
ly  my  foul  has  been  in-  anguifh  with  fear,  fhame. 
and  guilt,  that  ever  I‘  bad  preached,  or  had 

any  thought  that  way. Sometimes  my  foub 

has  been,  in  diflrefs  on  feeling  fome  particular 
corruptions  : having  at  the  fame  time,  ten  thou»- 
ffend  formerfins  and  follies  prefented  to  my  view„ 

And" 
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— — —And  thefe  attended  with  fuch  external 
circumftances  as  mine  at  prefent  are  ; deftitute 
of  moft  of  the  conveniences  of  life,  and  I may 
fay,  of  all  the  pleafures  of  it  ; without  a friend 
to  communicate  any  of  my  forrows  to,  and  fome- 
times  without  any  place  of  retirement,  where 
I may  unburden  my  foul  before  God,  which  has 
greatly  contributed  to  my  diftrefs. 

[One  main  occafion  of  that  diftrefling  gloomi- 
nefs,  next  to  natural  melancholia,  was  refle£h« 
ing  on  his  pad  errors  and  mifguided  zeal  at 
college.  Therefore  he,  repeated  his  endeavours 
for  reconciliation  with  the  governors  of  the  col- 
lege. And  although  he  had  been  at  New-haven, 
in  June,  and  had  attempted  a reconciliation  ; yet 
in  the  beginning  of  July,  he  made  another 
journey  thither,  and  renewed  his  attempt,  but 
dill  in  vain  A 

Saturday,  July  30.  Juft  at  night,  I moved 
into  my  own  houje , and  lodged  there  ; and  I found 
it  much  better  fpending  the  time  alone  at  mv 
own  houfe,  than  in  the  wigwam,  where  I was 
before. 

Wednefday,  Auguftg.  I am  now  un interrupt- 
ly  alone  ; and  find  my  retirement  comfortable. 

I have  enjoyed  more  fenfe  of  divine  things  with- 
in a few  days  paft,  than  for  fome  time  before- 
I longed  after  holinefs,  humility  and  meeknefs  : 
Q that  God  would  enable  me  to  “ pais. the  time 
of  my  fojourning  here  in  his  fear/,’  and  always 
Ikit  to  him  l 


* Thurfday. 
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* Thurfday,  Auguft  4.  I have  generally  found 
the  more  I do  in  fecret  prayer,  the  more  I enjoy 
of  a fpirit  of  prayer  : and  1 frequently  have  found 
the  contrary,  when  with  journeying  or  other- 
wife,  I have  been  deprived  of  retirement.  A 
feafonable  fteady  performance  of  fecret  duties 
in  their  proper  hours,  and  a careful  improve- 
ment of  all  time,  filling  up  every  hour  with,  feme 
profitable  labour,  either  of  heart,  head,  or  hands, 
are  excellent  means  of  fpiritual  peace  and  bold- 
nefs  before  God.  “ Cirri  ft”  indeed  “ is  our 
peace,  and  by  him  we  have  boldnefs  of  accefs 
to  God;”  but  a go.od  conjcience  void  of offence,  is 
an  excellent  preparation  for. an. approach  to  the 
divine  prefence.  lulling  up  our  time  with  and 
for  God,  is  the  way  to  rife  up  and  lie  down  in: 
peace. 

Saturday,  Auguft  13.  I was  enabled  in  fecret 
prayer  to  raife  my  foul  10  God,  with  defire 
and  delight.  It  was  indeed  a bleffed  leafon  to 
my  foul  : I found  the  comfort  of  being  a Chrif- 
t-ian  : “ I counted  the  bufferings  of  the  prelent 
life  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory” 
of  divine  enjoyments  even,  in  this  world.  All 
my  paft  borrows  feemed  to  difappear,  and  I “ re- 
membered no  more  the  borrow,  for  joy.” — With 
what  a filial  tendernefs,  the  foul  hangs  on,  and 
confides  in  the  Rock  of  ages,  at  fuch  a fealon,  that 
he  will  “ never  leave  it  nor  forfake  it,”  that  he 
will  catife  all  things  to  work  together  lor  its 
good;  I longed  that  otliers  fhould  know  how  good 
a^Gud  the  Lord  is.  My  foul  was  full  of  tenderr.efs 
and  love,  even  to  the  moll  inveterate  of  my  ene- 


mies. 
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mies.  I longed  that  God  ffiould  do  juft  as  he 
pleafed  with  me  and  every  thing  elfe.  I fek 
exceeding  ferious,  calm,  and  peaceful,  and  en- 
couraged topiefs  after  holinefs  as  long  as  I live, 
whatever  difficulties  and  trials  may  be  in  my 
way. 

Monday,  Auguft  15.  In  my  weak  ftate  of  bodv, 
I was  not  a little  diftrefled  for  want  of  fuitablefood^ 
I am  forced  to  go  or  fend  ten  or  fifteen  miles  for. 
all  the  bread  I eat ; and  fometimes  it  is  moul- 
dy and  four  before  I eat  it,  if  I get  any  confider- 
able  quantity  : and  then  again  1 have  none  for 
fome  days  together,  for  want  of  an  opportunity 
to  fend  for  it.  And  this  was  my  cafe  now:  but 
through  divine  goodnefs  I had  feme  Indian 
meal,  of  which  I made  little  cakes,  and  fried  them. 
And  I felt  contented  with  my  circumftances,  and. 
fweetly  refigned  to  God.  In  praver  I enjoyed 
great  freedom;  and  blefTed  God  as  much  for  my- 
prefent  circumftances,  as  if  I had  been  a king,, 
and  I never  feel  comfortably,  but  when  1 find, 
mv  foul  going  forth  after  God  : if  I cannot  be 
holy,  I muft  be  miferable  for  ever. 

Lord’s  day,  Auguft  21.  I fell  down  before  the 
Lord,  and  groaned  under  my  own  vilenefs,  bar- 
rennefs,  deadnefs,  and  felt  as  if  I was  guilty  of 
foul  murder,  in  fpeaking  to  immortal  fouls  ia 
fuch  a manner  as  I had  done. — I was  very  full-, 
of  pain  in  the  evening  ; and  mv  foul  mourned 
that  I had  fpent  fo  much,  time  to  fo  little  profit. - 

* Monday,  Auguft  22,  I had  intenfe  breath-, 

ings. 
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mgs  of  foul  after  holinefs,  and  very  clear  mani» 
feftations  of  my  utter  inability  to  -work  it  in  my- 
felf.  O,  with  what  tendernefs  the  love  and  de- 
fire of  holinefs  fiils  the  foul!  I wanted:  to  wing 
out  of  myfelf  to  God,  or  rather  to  get  a confor- 
mity to  him  : but,  alas ! I cannot  add  to  my 
flature  in  grace  one  cubit.  However,  my  foul 
can  never  leave  Having  for  it ; or  at  lead  groan- 
ing, that  it  cannot  obtain  purity  of  heart. 

* Tuefday,  Auguft  23.  I poured  out  my  foul 
for  all  the  world,  friends,  and  enemies.  My 
foul  was  concerned  for  Chrifi’s  kingdom  that  it 
might  appear  in  the  whole  earth.  And  I ab- 
horred the  very  thought  of  a party  in  religion  ! 
Let  the  truth  of  God  appear,  wherever  it  is;  and 
God  have  the  glory  for  ever. 

Wednefday,  Auguft  24.  I thought,  rf  God 
fhould  fay,  “ You  ihali  in  a few  days  go  into 
eternity,”  my  foul  would  leap  for  joy.  O that  I 
may  both  “ defire  to  he  difiblved,”  and  “ wait 
patiently  all  the  days  of  my  appointed  time  till- 
my  change  come  1” — But,  alas ! I am  very  unfit 
for  the  bufinefs  and  blefiednefs  of  heaven. — o 
for  more  holinefs ! 

* Thurfday,  Auguft  25.  I find  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  enjoy  peace  and  tranquility  of  mind  with- 
out a careful  improvement  of  time.  This  is  real- 
ly an  imitation  of  God  and  Chrift  Jefus : “ My 
father  worketh  hitherto,  and  I work,”  fays  our 
Lord.  And,  if  we  would  be  like  God,  we  muft 

fe<* 


fee  that  we  fill  up  our  time  for  him. — I daily  long; 
to  dwell  in  perfeft:  light  and  love.  In  the  mean 
time,  my  foul  mourns  that  I make  fo  little  pre- 
paration for  the  world  of  bleffednefs  : I fee  and 
know  that  I am  a barren  tree  in  God’s  vineyard, 
and  that  he  might  juftly  fay,  “ Cut  it  down.” 
O that  God  would  make  me  more  lively  and  vi- 
gorous in  grace,  for  his  own  glory  ! 

Lord’s-day,  Augult  28.  I was  much  perplex- 
ed with  fome  Dutchmen.  All  their  difcourfe- 
turned  upon  the  things  of  the  world.  Oh,  what 
a hell  it  would  be  to  fpend  an  eternity  with  fuch 
men!  Well  might  David  fay,  “ I beheld  the 
tranfgreffors  and  was  grieved.” — But  adored  be 
God,  heaven  is  a place  “ into  which  no  unclean 
thing  enters.”  O I long  for  the  holinefs  of  that 
world  ! Lord  prepare  me  for  it. 

Wednefday,  Auguft  31.  Eternal  things  en« 
grolfed  all  my  thoughts;  and  I longed  to  be  in 
the  world  of  fpirits.  O how  happy  is  it,  to  have 
all  our  thoughts  fwallowed  up  in  that  world  ; to 
feel  one’s  feif  a firanger  in  this,  diligently  feeking 
a road  through  it,  a fure  road  to  the  heavenly 
Jerufalem ! 

Thurfday,  September  1.  I always  feel  com- 
fortably when  God  realizes  death,  and  the  things 
of  another  world  to  my  mind : whenever  my 
mind  is  taken  off  from  the  things  of  this  world, 
and  fet  on  God,  my  foul  is  at  rejl. 

Tuefday,  September  13.  1 rode  to  New-Ha- 

ye iv  # I find,  though  my  inward  trials  are  great. 
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and  a life  of  folitude  gives  them  greater  advan- 
tages to  penetrate  the  inmoft  recedes  of  the  foul;, 
yet  it  is  better  to  be  alone,  than  incumbered  with 
noife  and  tumult.  I find  it  very  difficult  main- 
taining a fenfe  of  divine  things,  while  removing 
from  place  to  place,  diverted  with  new  objeXs, 
and  filled  with  care  and  bufinefs.  A fettled  hea- 
dy bufinefs  is  beft  adapted  to  a life  of  ftriX  re- 
ligion. 

Wednefday,  September  14.  This  day  I ought 
to  have  taken  my  degree-*  but  God  fees  fit  to 
deny  it  me.  And  though  I was  afraid  of  being 
overwhelmed  with  confufion,  when  I fhould  fee 
my  clafs-mates  take  theirs;  yet,  in  the  very  fea- 
fon  of  it,  God  enabled  me  with  calmnefs  to  fay, 
“ The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done.”  Indeed,  I 
have  fcarcely  felt  my  mind  fo  fedate  and  com- 
fortable for  fome  time.  I have  long  feared  this 
feafon,  and  expe&ed  my  humility,  meeknefs, 
patience,  and  refignation  would  be  tried : but 
found  much  more  pleafure  and  divine  comfort 
than  I expended. 

Thurfday,  September  15.  It  is  always  a com- 
fort to  me,  to  hear  fpiritual  difcourfe.  O that 
minifiers  and  people  were  more  fpiritual  and  de- 
voted to  God  ! — Towards  night,  I offered  the 
following  reflexions  in  writing,  to  the  reXor  and 
and  truftees  of  the  college,  (the  fame  that  I had 
offered  to  the  reXor  before,  and  intreated  him  to 

accept  ;J 


* This  being  commencement-day, 
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accept ;)  and  this  I did,  that  if  poffible  I might 
cut  off  all  occafion  of  offence,  from  thofe  that 
feek  occafion. 

* \\  hereas  I have  faid  before  feveral  per- 

ions,  concerning  Mr.  Whittelfey,  one  of  the  tu- 
tors of  Yale-college,  that  I aid  not  believe  he 
had  any  more  grace  than  the  chair  I then  leaned 
upon  ; I humbly  confefs  that  herein  I have  fin- 
ned againfl  God,  and  afted  contrary  to  the  rules 
of  his  word,  and  have  injured  Mr.  Whittelfey. 
I had  no  right  to  make  thus  free  with  his  charac- 
ter ; and  had  no  juft  realon  to  fay  as  I did  con- 
cerning him.  My  fault  herein  was  the  more  ag- 
gravated, in  that  I faid  this  concerning  one  that 
was  fo  much  my  fuperior,  and  one  that  I was 
obliged  to  treat  with  fpecial  refpeft  and  honour, 
by  reafon  of  the  relation  I flood  in  to  him  in  the 
college.  Such  a manner  of  behaviour,  I con- 
fefs, did  not  become  a Chriftian  ; it  was  taking 
too  much  upon  me,  and  did  not  favour  of  that 
humble  refpeft,  thai  I ought  to  have  exprefTed 
towards  Mr.  Whittelfey.  I have  often  reflected 
on  this  aft  with  grief,  on  account  of  the  fin  of 
it  r and  am  willing  to  lie  low,  and  be  abafed  be- 
fore God  and  man  for  it  : and  humbly  afk  the 
forgivenefs  of  the  governors  of  the  college,  and 
of  the  whole  fociety;  but  of  Mr.  Whittelfey  in 
particular.  And  I now  appear,  to  j'udge  and  con- 
demn myfelf  for  going  once  to  the  feparate  meet- 
ing  in  New-haven,  though  the  reftor  had  refuf- 
edto  give  me  leave,  for  this  I humbly  afk  the 

reftor’s. 


C 93  ] 

cetfor’s  forgivenefs.  And  whether  the  gover- 
nors of  the  college  fhall  ever  feecaufe  to  remove 
the  academical  cenfure  I lie  under,  or  no,  yet  I 
am  willing  to  appear,  if  they  think  fit,  openly  to 
own,  and  to  humble  myfelf  for  thofe  things  I 
have  herein  confeffed.” 

* God  has  made  me  willing  to  do  any  thing, 
that  I can  do,  confident  with  truth,  for  the  fake 
of  peace,  and  that  I might  not  be  a llumbling- 
block  and  offence  to  others.  For  this  reafon  I 
can  chearfully  give  up  what  I verily  believe,  af- 
ter the  mod  impartial  fearch,  is  my  right.  God 
has  given  me  that  difpofition,  that  if  this  were 
the  cafe,  that  a man  has  done  me  an  hundred 
injuries,  and  I (though  ever  fo  much  provoked 
to  it)  have  done  him  one,  I am  heartily  willing 
humbly  to  cont'efs  my  fault  to  him,  and  on  my 
knees  to  afk  forgivenefs  of  him  ; though  at  the 
fame  time  he  fhould  juftify  himfelf  in  all  the  in- 
juries he  has  done  me,  and  fhould  only  makeufe 
of  my  humble  confetTion  to  blacken  my  charac- 
ter the  more,  and  reprefent  me  as  the  only  per- 
fon  guilty;  yea,  though  he  fliould  as  it  were  in” 
fult  me,  and  fay,  “ he  knew  all  this  before,  and 
that  I was  making  work  for  repentance.”’ 
Though  what  I faid  concerning  Mr.  Whittelfey 
was  only  fpoken  in  private,  to  a friend  or  two; 
and  being  partly  overheard,  was  related  to  the 
reftor,  and  by  him  extorted  from  my  friends; 

yet. 
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yet,  feeing  it  was  divulged  and  made  public,  I was 
willing  to  confefs  my  fault  therein  publickly.* 
[The  next  day  he  went  to  Derby ; then  to 
Southbury,  where  he  fpent  the  Sabbath.] 

Tuefday,  September  20.  I had  thoughts  of 
going  forward  on  my  journey  to  my  Indians;  but 
towards  night  was  taken  with  a hard  pain  in  mv- 
teeth,  and  Havering  cold,  and  could  tot  poffibly 
recover  a comfortable  degree  of  warmth  the 
whole  night  following.  I continued  very  full  of 
pain  all  night;  and  in  the  morning  had  a fever, 
and  pains  almoff  all  over  my  body.  I had  a f ife 
of  the  divine  goodnefs  in  appointing  this  to  be 
the  place  of  my  ficknefs,  among  my  friends  I 
fhonld  probably  have  perifhed,  it  I had  firfl  got 
home  to  my  own  houfe  in  the  wildernefs,  where 

I have 

* I was  witnefs  to  the  very  Chtiftian  fpirit  Mr.  Brainerd  (hew- 
ed at  that  time,  being  then  at  New  haven,  and  eing  one  'hat  he 
faw  fit  to  confult  on  that  occafion.  (This  was  the. firfl  time  that 
ever  I had  opportunity  of  perfonal  acquaintance  with  him.  There 
appeared  in  him  a great  degree  of  calmnefs  and  humiiitv  ; with- 
out the  lead  appearance  of  riling  of  fpirit  for  any  ill-treat  ent 
he  had  differed,  or  the  lead  back.wardne.fs  to  abafe  himlelf  before 
them  whom  he  thought,  had  wronged  him.  What  he  did  was 
without  any  appearance  of  reluctance  evenin  privateto  his  friends. 
Earned  application  was  made  on  his  behalf  to  the  authority  of  the 
college,  hat  he  might  have  his  degree  then  given  him  : and  par- 
ticularly by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burr  of  Newark,  one  ofthe  corrcfpon- 
dents  of  the  honourable  iociety  in  Scotland;  he  being  fert  ;rom 
New-Jerfey  to  New-haven.  by  the  red  of  the  commirhoners.  for 
that  end  ; and  many  arguments  were  ufed,  but  without  fuccefs. 
—What  manner  offpiru  were  th^fe  governors  of?  Do  thefe 
dare  to  call  themfelves  Chrijlians?  What  is  this  Mr.  Whitt.]  e . ? 
Was  he  worthy  to  carry  Mr.  Bvainerd’s  books  after  him  ? 
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I have  none  to’converfe  with  but  the  poor  rude" 
ignorant  Indians.  I continued  thus,  mofdy  con- 
dined  to  my  bed,  til!  Friday  night ; very  full  of 

pain;  but  not  afraid  of  death. On  Friday- 

evening  my  pains  went  off  fuddenly. 

[From  this  time,  he  gradually  recovered  ; and 
on  the  next  Tuefday  was  able  to  go  forward  on 
his  journey;  but  was  till  the  Tuefday  following 
before  he  reached  Katmaumeek.J 

Tuefdav,  October  4.  This  day  I rode  home 
to  my  own  houfe  and  people.  The  poor  Indians 
appeared  very  glad  of  my  return.  I prefemly  fell 
on  my  knees,  and  blefled  God  for  my  fafe  return. 
I have  taken  many  confiderable  journeys  fince 
this  time  idft  year,  and  yet  'God  has  never 
fuffered  one  of  my  bones  to  be  broken,  or  any 
calamity  to  befal  me,  though  I have  been  often 
expofed  to  cold  and  hunger  in  the  wildernefs, 
where  the  comforts  of  life  were  not  to  be  had; 
have  frequently  been  loft  in  the  woods;  and 
once  lay  out  in  the  woods  all  night. 

Xord’s-day,  October  16.  I retired,  and  pour- 
ed out  mv  foul  to  God  with  much  freedom ; and 
yet  in  anguifh,  to  find  my  foul  fo  ui  fpeakably 
finful  and  unworthy  before  a holy  God.  I was 
now  much  refigned  under  God’s  difpenfations 
towards  me,  though  my  trials  had  been  verv 
great.  But  thought  whether  I could  he  refign- 
ed, if  God  fhould  let  the  French  Indians  come 
upon  me,  and  deprive  me  of  my  life,  or  carry 
me  away  captive,  (though  I knew  of  no  fpecial 

reafon 
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Tcafon  then  to  propofe  this  trial  to  myfelf,)  and 
my  foul  fecmed  fo  far  to  reft  in  God,  that  the 
fting  and  terror  of  thefe  things  was  gone.  Pre- 
fently  after  I received  the  following  letter  by  a 
meffenger  fent  on  purpofe. 

“ Sir,  Juft  now  we  received  advices  from 
Col.  Stoddard,  that  there  is  the  utmoft  danger  of 
a rupture  with  France.  He  has  received  the 
fame  from  his  excellency  our  governor,  order- 
ing him  to  give  notice  to  all  the  expofed  places, 
that  they  may  fecure  themfelves  the  beft  they 
can  againft  any  fu<!den  invafion.  We  thought 
beft  to  fenddireftlv  to  Kaunaumeek,  that  you  may 
take  the  prudenteft  meafures  for  your  fafety.  I 
am,  Sir,  &c.” 

I thought,  it  came  in  a good  feafon  ; for  mv 
heart  feemed  fixed  on  God,  and  therefore  I was 
not  furprifed  : but  this  news  only  made  me  more 
ferious,  and  taught  me  that  I mull  not  pleafe  my- 
felf with  any  of  the  comforts  of  life  which  I had 
been  preparing. 

Lord's-day,  October  23.  I had  fome  free- 
dom and  warmth,  both  parts  of  the  day.  And 
my  people  were  very  attentive.  In  the  evening, 
two  or  three  came  to  me  under  concern  for  their 
fouls  ; tQ'whom  I was  enabled  to  difcoui  fe  clofe- 
ly,  and  with  fome  earneftnefs. 

. i’He  feems,  through  the  whole  of  this  week, 
to  have  been  greatly  engaged  to  fill  up  every 
inch  of., time  in  die  fervice  of  God,  and  to  have 
been  molt  diligently  employed  in  itudy,  prayer, 
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•End  inftruftincr  the  Indians  ; and  from  time  to 
time  expreffes  longings  of  foal  after  God,  and 
the  advancement  of  his  kingdom. J 
. Monday,  OQtober  31.  My  foul  was  fo  lifted 
up  to  God,  that  I could  pour  out  my  defil  es  to 
him,  for  more  grace  and  further  degrees  of  fane* 
tification,  with  abundant  freedom  I longed  to 
be  more  abundantly  prepared  for  that  bleffednefe, 
with  which  I was  then  in  fome  meafure  refrefhed. 

Thurfday,  November  3.  I fpent  this  day  in 
fecret  fading  and  prayer,  from  morning  till  night. 
Early  in  the  morning,  I had  fome  affidance  in 
prayer.  Afterwards,  I read  the  ftory  of  Elijah 
the  prophet,  1 Kings  xvii.  xviii.  and  xix.  chap- 
ters. My  foul  was  much  moved,  obfervirg  the 
faith,  zeal,  and  power  of  that  holy  man  ; and 
how  he  wredled  with  God  in  prayer.  I then 
cried  with  Elilha,  “ Where  is  the  Lord  God  of 
Elijah !”  I longed  for  more  faith  ! My  foul 
-breathed  alter  God,  and  pleaded  with  him,  that 
a “ double  portion  of  that  fpirit,”  which  was 
given  to  Elijah,  might  “ red  on  me.”  And  that 
which  was  refrediing  to  my  foul,  was,  I faw  God 
is  the Jcuni  that  he  was  in  the  days  of  Elijah.-- — 
I was  enabled  to  wrefile  with  God  by  prayer,  in 
a more  affectionate,  humble,  and  importunate 
manner,  than  I have  for  many  months  pad. 
Nothing  feemed  too  hard  for  God  to  perform;  no- 
thing too  great  for  roe  to  hope  for  from  him.- — I 
had  for  many  months  lod  all  hopes  of  doing  any 
fpecial  fervice  for  God  in  the  world  ; it  appear- 
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ed  entirely  impofiible,  that  one  To  vile  fhould  be 
thus  employed  lor  God.  But  at  this  time  God 
was  pleafed  to  revive  this  hope. — Afterwards  I 
read  the  third  chapter  of  Exodus  and  on  to  the 
xxtb,  and  faw  more  of  the  glory  and  majejly  of 
God  difcovered  in  thofe  chapters,  than  ever  I 
had  feen  before ; frequently  in  the  mean  time 
falling  on  mv  knees,  and  crying  to  God  foi  the 
faith  of  Mofcs,  and  for  a inanifeftation  of  the 
divine  glory.  My  foul  was  ardent  in  prayer,  and 

1 was  enabled  to  wrellle  for  myfelf,  for  mv 
fiiends,  anti  for  the  church  of  God.  And  I felt 
more  defire  to  fee  the  power  of  God  in  the  cott- 
verfion  of  fouls,  than  I have  done  for  a long  fea- 
fon.  Bleffed  be  God  for  this  feafon  of  falling 
and  prayer!  May  hisgoodnefs  always  abide  with 
me,  and  draw  my  foul  to  him  ! 

* Monday  November  7.  This  morning  my 
mind  was  folemn,  fixed,  affectionate,  and  ardent 
in  defin  es  after  holinefs ; and  felt  full  of  tender- 
nefs  and  love  ; and  my  affetlions  feemed  to  be 
dilfoUed  into  kindnefs  and  foftnefs. — My  foul 
lon«ed  afier  God,  and  cried  to  him  with  filial 
freedom,  reverence,  and  boldnefs.  O that  I 
might  be  entirely  confecrated  and  devoted  to 
God! 

Thurfday,  November  10.  I fpent  this  day  in 
fading  and  prat  er.  In  the  morning  I was  dull 
and  lifelefs:  But  after  fome  time,  reading 

2 Kings  xix  chapter,  my  foul  was  moved  and 
affefted.  I faw  there  was  no  way  for  the  afflic. 
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ted  to  take,  but  to  go  to  God  with  all  their 
forrovvs.  Hezekiah,  in  his  great  di href's,  went 
and  fpread  his  complaint  before  the  Lord.  I was 
then  enabled  to  fee  the  mighty  power  of  God, 
and  my  extreme  need  of  that  power  ; and  to  cry 
to  God  affe£Honately  and  ardently  for  his  power 
to  be  exercifed  towards  me. 

[The  remaining  part  of  this  week,  and  the 
two  following  weeks,  he  was  very  ill,  and  full  of 
pain;  and  yet  obliged,  to  be  at  great  fatigues, 
travelling  day  and  night,  in  ftormy  and  fevere 
feafons.  He  from  time  to  time,  within  this 
fpace,  fpeaks  of  out-goings  of  foul  after  God; 
his  heart  flrengrhened  in  God;  feafons  of  divine 
fweetnefs  and  comfort.  And  yet  there  are  many 
complaints  of  lifeleffnefs,  diflance  from  God, 
and  nnprofitablenefs.  But  frill  there  appears  a 
conflant  care,  from  day  to  day,  not  to  lofe  time, 
but  toemplov  it  all  for  God.] 

Tuefday,  November  29.  I began  to  fludy  the 
Indian  tongue,  with  Mr.  Sergeant  at  Stock- 
brige.*  — I was  perplexed  lor  want  of  more,  re- 
tirement.— I love  to  live  alone  in  my  own  lit- 
tle cottage , where  I can  l'pend  much  time  in 
prayer. 

E 2 Monday 

* The  cornmiOloners  had  direfted  him  to  fpend  much  time 
this  winter  withMr.  Sergeant,  to  learn  the  language  of  the  Indi- 
ans which  neceifitaced  him  very  often  to  ride,  backwards  and 
for  watch,  twenty  miles  through  the  uninhabited  woods  be- 
tween Stockbridge  and  Kaunaumeek.  This  many  times  c.\- 
poied  him  to  extreme  haidfhip  m that  fevere  feafon. 
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Monday,  December  5.  I rode  to  Stock- 
bridge,  but  was  almoft  outdone  with  the  extreme 
coid.  I had  fome  refrelhing  meditations  bv  the 
way ; but  was  barren  and  lifelefs,  much  of  the 
day.  Thus  my  days  roll  away,  with  but  little 
done  for  God  ; and  this  is  my  burden. 

Tuefday,  December  6.  I was  perplexed  to 
fee  the  vanity  and  levity  of  profeffed  Chriftians  : 
but  I (pent  the  evening  with  a Chriftian  friend, 
that  was  able  to  fympathize  with  me  in  my  fpi- 
ritual  conflifls, 

* Thurfday,  December  8.  My  mind  was  loft 
with  different  affeftions.  I was  looking  round  in 
the  world,  to  fee  if  there  was  not  fome  happinefs 
to  be  derived  from  it.  God,  and  fome  objefis  in 
the  world  feemed  each  to  invite  my  heart,  and  ray 
foul  feemed  to  be  diffracted  between  them.  I 
have  not  been  fo  befet  for  a long  time  : with  r e- 
lation to  fome  objefts  which  I thought  myfelf 
mod  dead  to.  But  while  I was  defil  ing  to  pleafe 
myfelf  with  anv  thing  below,  forrow  and  per- 
plexity attended  the  firfr  motions  of  defire. — 
I found  no  peace  or  deliverance  from  diffraction, 
till  I found  accefs  to  the  throne  of  grace  : and 
as  foon  as  I had  any  fenfe  of  God,  the  ailure- 
ments  of  the  world  varurhed.  But  my  foul 
mourned  over  my  folly,  that  I fhould  defire  any 
pleafure,  but  in  God.  God  forgive  my  fpiritual 
ido'iat r\  . 

Thurfday, December  22.  I fpentthis  day  alone 
in  fafting  and  prayer,  and  reading  in  Gods  word 
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the  exercifes  and  deliverance  of  his  children. 
I had  realizing  apprehenfions  of  divine  power, 
grace,  and  holinefs ; and  alfo  of  the  unchange- 
ablenefs  of  God,  that  he  is  the  fame  as  he  was 
when  he  delivered  his  faints  of  old  out  of  tribu- 
lation. My  foul  was  fundry  times  in  prayer  en- 
larged for  God’s  church  and  people.  O that 
Zion  mightbecome  the  “ joy  of  the  whole  earth  !” 

Monday,  December  2b.  I rode  down  to  Stock- 
bridge,  but  was  very  much  fatigued  with  my  jour- 
ney, wherein  I underwent  great  hardfhip  : be- 
ing very  wet  by  falling  into  a river.  I fpent  the 
day  without  much  fenfe  of  divine  things  ; but 
perplexed  with  wandering  thoughts.  . 

Thurfday,  December  29.  I fpent  the  day 
mainly  in  converfing  with  friends ; yet  enjoyed 
little  fatisfaftion,  becaufe  I could  find  but  few 
difpofed  to  converfeof  heavenly  things.  Alas 
what  are  the  things  of  this  world,  to  afford 
fatisfaftion  to  the  foul  1 — ■ — I bleffed  God  for  re- 
tirement, and  that  I am  not  always  expofed  to 
company.  O that  I could  live  “ in  the  fecret  of 
God’s  prefence  !” 

Friday,  December  go.  I was  in  a foiemn  der 
vout  frame  and  wondered  that  earth  with  all  its 
charms,  fhould  ever  allure  me  in  the  leaft  degree. 
O that  I could  always  realize  the  being  and  ho- 
linefs of  God  ! 

Saturday,  December  gi.  I rode  from  Stock- 
bridge  home:  the  air  was  clear  and  calm,  but 
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as  cold  as  ever  I felt  it.  I was  in  great  danger 
of  perifhing  by  the  extremity  of  the  feafon. 

Lord’s-day,  January  1,  1743-4.  Of  a truth 
God  has  been  gracious  to  me  the  pa  ft  -ear,  though 
lie  has  caufed  me  to  pafs  through  many  borrows  ; 
he  has  provided  for  me  bountifully,  fo  that  I 
have  been  enabled  in  about  fifteen  month's  paft, 
to  befiow  o charitable  ufes  about  an  hundred 
pounds.  Blefied  be  the  Lord,  that  has  fo  far  ufed 
me  as  his  fiewardto  diflribute  a portion  oj  his 
goods.  May  I always  remember,  that  all  I hr  ve 
comes  from  God.  Blefied  be  the  Lord,  tuat 
has  carried  me  through  all  the  toils,  fatigues,  and 
hardlhips  of  the  year  paft.  O that  I could  be- 
gin this  year  with  God,  and  fpend  the  whole  of 
it  to  las  glory,  either  in  life  or  death  ! 

Tuefday,  January  3.  My  time  pafies  away  fo 
fwiftly,  t hat  I am  aftonilhed  when  I refledl  how 
little  I do  in  it.  My  ftate  of  folitude  does  not 
make  the  hours  hang  heavy  upon  my  hands.  O 
what  reafon  of  thankfulnefs  have  I on  account 
of  this  retirement ! I do  not,  and  it  feems  I can- 
•j^not,  lead  a Chriftian  life  when  I am  abroad,  and 
l^cannot  fpend  time  in  devotion,  Chriftian  conver- 
'fation,  and  meditation.  Thofe  weeks  that  I am 
obliged  to  be  from  home,  in  order  to  learn  the 
Indian  tongue,  are  moftly  fpent  in  barrennefs. 
When  I return  home,  and  give  mvfelf  to  medita- 
.tion,  prayer,  and  falling,  a new  fcene  opens, 
and  my  foul  longs  for  mortification,  fdf-denial, 
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humility,  and  divorcement  from  all  the  things  of 
the  world. 

* Wednefday,  January  4.  Time  appeared  a 
moment,  life  a vapour,  and  all  its  enjoyments  as 
empty  bubbles,  and  fleeting  blafls  of  wind. 

* Friday,  January  6.  Feeling  my  extreme 
weaknefs,  and  want  of  grace,  I fet  apart  this  day 
for  faffing  and  prayer,  neither  eating  nor  drink- 
ing from  evening  to  evening.  And  my  foul  in- 
tenfely  longed,  that  the  dreadful  fpots  and  flains  of 
fin  may  be  waflred  away.  My  mind  was  greatly 
fixed  on  divine  things  : my  refolutions  for  a life 
of  mortification,  continual  watchfulnefs,  fell- 
denial,  ferioufnefs,  and  devotion  to  God,  were 
flrong  and  fixed  ; my  defires  ardent  and  intenfe: 
my  confcience  tender  and  afraid  of  every  ap- 
pearance of  evil.  My  foul  was  grieved  with  the 
refledfion  on  my  paft  levity,  and  want  of  refoluti- 
on  for  God.  I folemnly  renewed  my  dedication 
of  myfelf  to  God,  and  longed  for  grace  to  enable 
me  always  to  keep  covenant  with  him. 

Saturday,  January  14.  This  morning  I enjoy- 
ed a folemn  feafon  in  prayer  : my  foul  feemed 
enlarged,  to  pour  out  itfelf  to  God  for  grace, 
and  for  every  blefling  I wanted,  for  myfelf,  my 
dear  Chriftian  friends,  and  for  the  church  of 
God  ; and  I was  fo  enabled  to  fee  him  who  is  in- 
vifible,  that  my  foul  rcjled  upon  him  for  the  per- 
formance of  every  thing  I afiked.  It  was  my 
happinefs,  to  “ continue  inflant  in  prayer,”  My 
ioul  was  “ ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power 
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his  might.”  I longed  exceedingly  for  angelic 
ho  line  Is,  and  to  have  all  mv  thoughts,  at  ail  times 
employed  in  heavenly  things.  O how  blelTed  is 
an  heavenly  temper  ! O how  unfpeakably  blef- 
fed  it  is  to  feel  a meafure  of  that  reCtitude,  in 
w hich  we  were  at  firlt  created  ! 

[The  next  day  he  fpeaks  of  fotne  glimpfes  he 
had  of  the  divine  glories ; but  feems  to  be  filled 
with  fears  left  he  fhould  return  to  a life  of  vanity, 
to  pleafe  himfelf  with  fome  of  the  enjoyments  of 
this  world ; and  fpeaks  of  his  being  much  troubled 
that  he  ffiould  addrefs  immortal  fouls  with  no 
more  ardency  and  defire  of  their  falvation.] 

Saturday,  February  4.  I enjoyed  freedom  and 
fpiritual  refre fitment ; tvas  enabled  to  pray  with 
fervency,  and  longing  defires  for  Zion’s  profperity, 
and  my  faith  and  hope  feem  to  take  hold  oj God, 
for  the  performance  of  w'hat  I was  enabled  to 
plead  for.  San&ification  in  myfelf,  and  the  in- 
gathering of  God's  elefl,  was  all  my  defire ; and 
the  hope  of  its  accomplifhment,  all  my  joy. 

Monday,  February  6.  This  morning,  my  foul 
was  ffrengthened  in  God,  and  found  fweet  re- 
pofe  in  him;  longing  efpecially  for  the  complete 
mortification  of  fenfuality  and  pride,  and  for  re- 
fignation  to  God’s  difpenfations,  at  all  times,  as 
through  grace  I felt  it  at  this  time.  And  I did 
not  defire  deliverance  from  any  difficulty,  un- 
lefs  God  was  willing. 

Tuefday,  February  7.  I was  much  engaged 
in  meditation  on  the  powers  and  affections  of  the 
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godly  foul  in  their  purfuit  of  their  beloved  object 
wrote  fomething  of  the  native  language  of  fpi* 
ritual  fenfation,  in  its  foft  and  tender  whifpers  ; 
declaring',  that  it  now  “ feels  and  taftes  that  the 
Lord  is  gracious  that  he  is  the  fupreme  good, 
the  only  Satisfying  happinefs  ; that  he  is  a com- 
plete, Sufficient,  and  Almighty  portion : faying, 
* “ Whom  have  I in  heaven  but  thee  ? And 
there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I defire  befides  thee . 
O,  I feel  it  is  heaven  to  pleafe  him,  and  to  be 
juft  what  he  would  have  me  to  be  ! O that  my 
Sou!  were  holy,  as  he  is  holy  ! O that  it  weie 
pure,  even  as  Chrft  is  pure:  and  perfea,  as  my 
Father  in  heaven  is  perfeU  / Thefe,  I feel,  are 
the  fweeteft  commands  in  God’s  book,  compri- 
sing all  others.  And  (hall  I break  them  ! Muft  I 
break  them!  Am  I under  a neceffity  of  it  as  long 
as  I live  in  the  world  ! t O my  foul,  wo,  wo  is 
me  that  I am  a Sinner,  hecaufe  I grieve  and  of- 
fend this  bleffed  God,  who  is  infinite  in  good- 
nefs  and  grace!  Oh  methinks,  if  he  would  pu.- 
nifh  me  for  my  fins,  it  would  not  wound  my 
heart  So  deep  to  offend  him  : but  though  I fin 
continually,  yet  he  continually  repeats  his  kind- 
nefs  to  me  ! I could  bear  any  Suffering  ; but  how 
can  I bear  to  grieve  and  difhonour  this  bleffed 
God  ! How  fliall  I yield  ten  thoufand  times  more 
honour  to  him  ? What  Shall  I do  to  glorify  this 
heft  of  beings  ? O that  I could  confecrate:  ray  Self, 
foul  and  body,  to  his  fervice  for  ever  ! O that  1 
L.  5 could 
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give  up  myfelf  to  him,  fo  as  never  more  to  at- 
tempt to  be  my  own,  or  to  have  any  will  or  af- 
fections that  are  not  perfefiHy  confirmed  to  him  ! 
But,  alas,  alas!  I cannot  be  thus  entirely  de- 
voted to  God.  * O ye  angels,  do  ye  glorify  him 
inceflantly;  and  if  poffible,  proftrate  yourfelves 
lower  before  tr.e  bleffed  King  of  Heaven  ! I long 
to  bear  a part  with  you  ; and,  if  it  were  poffible, 
to  help  you.  Oh,  when  we  have  done  all  that 
we  can,  to  all  eternity,  we  fhall  not  be  able  to 
offer  ihe  ten  thoufandth  part  of  the  homage  that 
the  glorious  God  deferves  !” 

Thurfday,  February  9.  I obfervcd  this  day 
as  a day  of  falling  and  prayer,  intreating  of  God 
to  bellow  upon  me  his  bleffing  and  grace  : eipe- 
ciallv  to  enable  me  to  live  a hfe  of  mortification 
to  the  world,  as  well  as  of  refignation  and  pati- 
ence. I enjoyed  a realizing  fenfe  of  divine 
power  and  goodnefs  in  prayer  : and  was  enabled 
to  toll  the  burden  of  myfelf  and  friends,  and  of 
Zion,  upon  the  goodnefs  of  God.  v 

Friday,  February  10  I was  exceedingly  op- 
prel’ed  with  ffiame,  grief,  and  fear,  under  a 
fenfe  of  my  pafl  folly.  When  God  fets  before 
me  ray  pall  mifcondufil,  rlpecially  any  inflances 
of  r, li/guided  ztai , it  finks  my  foul  mto  ffiame 
and  Lonfufion. — I have  no  confidence  to  hold  up 
my  face,  even  before  my  fellow-worms  ; but  on- 
ly when  my  foul  confides  in  God,  and  I "nd  toe 
fweet  temper  of  Ciirifl,  the  fptrtt  of  humility,  fo- 

lemnity 
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Ietnnity,  and  mortification,  and  resignation,  alive 
in  my  foul. 

Monday,  February  13.  I rode  to  Stockbridge, 
and  had  a more  refrefhing  tafte  of  heavenly  blef- 
fednefs,  than  I have  enjoyed  for  many  months 
paft.  I have  many  times,  of  late,  feit  as 
ardent  defiles  of  holinefs  as  ever;  but  not  fo 
much  fen  fie  of  the  unfpeakable  pleafure  of  hea- 
ven. My  foul  longed  to  leave  earth,  and  bear  a 
part  with  angels  in  their  celeft ial  employments. 
My  foul  faid,  “ Lord,  it  is  good  to  be  here 
and  it  appeared  to  me  belter  to  die,  than  to  lofe 
the  reli/h  of  thefe  heavenly  delights. 

Wednefday,  February  22.  I had  as  clear  a 
fenfe  of  the  pollution  of  my  nature,  as  ever  I had 
in  my  life.  I appeared  to  myfelf  inexpreffibly 
lothfome;  fins  of  childhood,  of  early  youth,  and 
fuch  follies  as  I had  not  thought  of  for  years  to- 
gether, came  frefii  to  my  view,  as  if  committed 
but  yeflerday.  Yet  I was  Supported  under  my 
burdens ; and  found  it  was  comfortable  to  lean 
on  God. 

* Friday,  March  2.  I never  felt  fo  much  love 
to  my  enemies,  (though  at  that  time  I found 
fueh  a difpofuion,  that  I Scarce  knew  how  to 
think  that  any  fuch  thing  as  enmity  lodged  in  any 
foul ; it  Seemed  as  if  all  the  world  mull  needs  be 
friends  ;)  and  never  prayed  with  more  freedom 
and  delight,  for  myfelf,  or  deareft  friend,  than 
2 did  now  for  them. 

E 6 * Saturday,. 
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* Saturday,  March  3.  I fpent  an  hour  in 
prayer,  with  great  freedom,  and  with  the  moft 
foft  and  tender  affection  towards  mankind.  I 
ionged  that  thofe  who  owe  me  ill-will,  might  be 
eternally  happy  : it  feemed  refrefhing,  to  think 
of  meeting  them  in  heaven,  how  much  foever 
they  had  injured  me  on  earth  : I had  no  difpofi- 
tion  to  infill  upon  any  confeffion  from  them,  in 
order  to  reconciliation,  and  the  exercife  of  love 
and  kindnefs  to  them.  O it  is  an  emblem  of 
heaven,  to  love  all  the  world  with  a love  ol  kind- 
nefs and  benevolence  ; to  teel  our  fouls  fedate, 
mild  and  meek  ; to  be  void  of  ail  evil-furmifings 
and  fufpirions,  fcarce  able  to  think  evil  of  any 
man;  to  find  our  hearts,  firnple,  open  and  free, 
to  thofe  that  look  upon  us  with  a differem  eye. 

* Lord’s-day,  March  4.  I enjoyed  he  fame 
intenfenefs  in  prayer  as  yefierday,  felt  the  fame 
fpint  of  love,  univerfal  benevolence,  forgive- 
nefs,  humility,  refign : tion,  mortification  to  the 
world,  and  fompofure  of  mind.  “Mv  foul  red- 
ed in  God  and  I found,  I wanted  no  other  re- 
fuge or  friend  M hiie  my  foul  thus  trufis  in 
God,  all  things  feeni  to  be  at  peace  with  me, 
even  the  Hones  or  t i >e  earth.  : bu.  when  I cannot 
confide  in  God,  all  things  appear  with  a different 
afpefiL 

* Saturday,  March  :c.  I felt  exceeding  dead 
to  the  world,  and  all  its  enjoyments : I was  rea- 
dy to  give  up  hfe  and  all  its  cotrrorcs,  as  foon  as 
sailed  to  it,*  and  yet  then  had  as  much  comfort 
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of  life  as  almoft  ever  I had.  Life  itfelf  appeared 
hut  an  empty  bubble  ; the  riches,  honours,  and 
enjoyments  of  it  extremely  taflelefs.  I longed 
to  be  perpetually  and  entirely  crucified  to  all 
things  here  below.  My  foul  was  fweetly  refigned 
to  God’s  difpofal  of  me,  in  every  regard;  and  I 
faw,  there  had  nothing  happened  to  me  but 
what  was  bell  for  me.  1 confided  in  God,  that 
he  would  “ never  leave  me,”  though  I fhoulcf 
M walk  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  ofdeath.” 
It  was  “ my  meat  and  drink  to  be  holy,  to  live 
to  the  Lord,  and  to  die  to  the  Lord.”  And  I 
then  enjoyed  fuch  an  heaven,  as  far  exceeded 
the  molt  fublime  conceptions  of  an  unregenerate 
foul  ; and  even  unfpeakably  beyond  what  I my- 
felf  could  conceive  at  another  time.  I did  not 
wonder,  that  Peter  faid,  “ Lord  it  is  good  to  be 
here,”  when  thus  refrelhed  with  divine  glories. 
My  foul  was  full  of  love  and  tendernefs  in  the 
duty  of  interceffion;  efpecially  of  fweet  affec- 
tion to  fome  godly  minillers.  I prayed  earnefily 
for  thofe  I have  reafon  to  fear  are  my  ene- 
mies ; and  could  not  have  fpoken  a word  of  bit— 
ternefs,  or  entertained  a bitier  thought,  againfi: 
the  vileft  man  living.  I had  a fenfe  of  my  own 
great  unworthinefs.  My  foul  feemed  to  breathe 
forth  love  and  praife  to  God  afreih,  when  X 
thought  he  would  let  his  children  love  and  re- 
ceive  me  as  one  of  their  brethren  and  fellow-ci- 
tizens; and  when  I thought  of  their  treating  me 
in  that  manner,.  I longed  to  lie  at  their  feet 
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and  could  think  of  no  way  to  exprefs  the  finceri- 
ty  and  fimplicity  of  my  love  and  eReem  of  them, 
as  being  much  better  than  myfelf. — I longed  to 
get  on  my  knees,  and  afk  forgivenefs  of  every 
body  that  ever  had  feen  any  thing  amifs  in  my 
paR  condufl,  efpecially  in  my  religious  zeal. 

Lord’s-day,  March  n.  I had  fome  freedom, 
affeftion,  and  fervency  in  addreiTing  my  poor 
people ; longing  tliat  God  Rrould  take  hold  of 
their  hearts.  And  indeed  1 had  fo  much  to  fay 
to  them,  that  I knew  not  how  to  leave  off  fpeak- 
ing.* 

Monday,  March  12.  My  fpirit  was  full  of 
quietnefs,  and  iove  to  mankind  ; and  I longed 
that  peace  fhould  reign  on  the  earth  : I was  griev- 
ed at  1 he  very  thoughts  of  a fiery , angry , and  in- 
temperate zeal  in  religion  ; mourned  over  my  part 
follies;  and  confided  in  God  for  grace  fufncient 
for  my  future  work  and  trials.  — Spent  the  day 
mainly  in  hard  labour,  making  preparation  for 
my  intended  journey. 

Wednefday  March  14.  I enjoyed  fome  in- 
tenfenefs  of  foul  in  prayer,  repeating  my  peti- 
tions for  God's  prefence  in  every  place,  and  be- 
fought  the  Lord  that  I might  not  be  too  much 
pleafed  with  my  dear  friends  and  acquaintance. 
Near  ten  I fet  out  on  my  journey,  and  before 
night  came  to  Stockbridge. 

Thurfday, 

* This  was  the  tail  Sabbath  that  ever  he  performed  public  fer- 
vice  at  Kaunaumeek,  and  thefe  the  la  It  fermons  that  ever  he  preach- 
ed there. 
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Thurfday,  March  15.  I rode  down  to  Shef- 
field. Here.  I met  a meflenger  from  Eaft-Hamp» 
ton  on  Long-Ifland  ; who  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  that  large  town,  was  fent  to  invite  me  thither, 
in  order  to  iettle  with  that  people  ; I knew  not 
what  to  do:  but  endeavoured  to  commit  the  caufe 
to  God. 

[The  two  next  days,  he  went  no  farther  than 
Salifbury,  being  hindered  by  the  rain.  When 
he  came  there,  he  was  much  indifpofed. — He 
fpeaks  of  comfortable  and  profitable  converfation 
with  Chriflian  friends,  on  thefe  days.] 

Lord’s  day,  March  18,  [At  Salifbury]  I was 
exceeding  weak  and  faint,  fo  that  I could  fcarce 
walk  : but  God  was  pleafed  to  afford  me  much 
freedom,  clearnefs,  and  fervency  in  preaching. — ■ 
Here  another  meffenger  met  me,  and  informed 
me  of  the  vote  of  another  congregation,  to  give 
me  an  invitation  to  come  among  them.  I was 
fomething  exercifed  in  mind.  O that  God 
would  “ fend  forth  faithful  labourers  into  his 
harvefi  !” 

[After  this,  he  went  forward  on  his  journey  to- 
wards New- York  and  New  Jerfey  : in  which  he 
proceeded  {lowly;  performing  his  journey  under 
great  bodily  indifpofition.  However,  he  preach- 
ed feveral  times  by  the  way,  in  which  he  had 
confiderable  afliflance : he  fpeaks  of  comfort  in 
converfation  with  Chriflian  friends  ; but  yet  com- 
plains of  a decline  of  vivacity,  by  means  of  his 
sonfiant  removal  from  place  to  place,  and  want 
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cF  retirement.  He  came  to  New-York  on  WecU 
nefdav,  March  28,  and  to  Elifabeth  -Town  on 
the  Saturday  following,  where  it  feems  he  waited 
till  the  commifixoners  came  together.] 

Thurfdav,  April  5.  I attended  on  the  com- 
miffioners  in  their  meeting,  + and  refolved  to  go 
on  flill  with  the  Indian  affair,  if  divine  provi- 
dence permitted  ; although  I had  before  felt  fume 
inclination  to  go  to  Eafl-Hampton.  p 

[After 

+ The  Indians  at  Kaunaumeek  being  but  few  in  number,  and 
gjr.  Braintrd  having  now  been  labouring  among  them  about  a 
year,  and  having  prevailed  upon  them  to  leave  Kaunaumeek,  and 
remove  to  Stockbridge,  to  live  conftantly  under  Mr.  Sergeant’s 
miniftry  ; he  thought  he  might  now  do  more  ferviee  for  Chrilb 
among  the  Indians  elfewkere  : and  therefore  went  this  journey 
to  New-Jerfeytolay  the  matter  before  the  commidioners  ; who 
rnet  at  Elifabeth-Town,  on  this  occalion,  and  determined  that 
he  ithould  forthwith  leave  Kaunaumeek,  and  go  to  the  Delaware 
Indians. 

J By  the  invitations  Mr.  Brainerd  lately  received,  it  appears 
that  it  was  from  neceffity,  or  for  want  of  opportunities  to  fettle 
among  the  Er.glifh,  that  he  was  determined  to  forfake  all  out- 
ward comforts.,  and  to  go  and  fpend  his  life  among. the  brutifh 
favages.  He  had,  juft  as  he  was  leaving  Kaunaumeek,  an  earned 
invitation  to  a fettletnent  at  Eaft-Hampton  on  Long-Ifland,  the 
faireft,  plcafanteft  town  on  the  whole  ifland,  and  one  of  its 
iargeft  and  mod  wealthy  parifhes.  The  people  there  were  ufla- 
rrimous  in  their  defires  to  have  him  for  their  paftor,  and  for  a Ion  - 
time  continued  in  an  earned  purfuit  of  it. . Belldes  he  had  an 
invitation  to  Millington-,  which  was  near  his  native  town,  and 
in  the  midft  of  his  friends.  Nor  did  Mr.  Brainerd  chufe  the 
bufmefsof  a miffionary.  rather  than  accept  of  thole  imitations, 
becaufe  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  difficulties  and  fufferings 
which  attended  fuch  a ferviee  t for  he  had  had  experience  •£ 
ihefe  diinculties  in  fummer  and  winter : having  incut  about  2 
twelvemonth  in  a lonely  defer!  among  tbefe  favages.  where  If 
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[After  this,  he  continued  two  or  three  days  in 
he  Jerfeys,  very  ill  ; and  then  returned  to  New- 
York  ; and  from  thence  into  New-England,  to 
his  native  town  of  Haddam  ; where  he  arrived  on 
Saturday,  April  14. 

" Tuefday,  April  17.  I found  more  of  God’s 
prefence,  than  I have  done  anytime  in  my  late 
wearifome  journey.  Eternity  appeared  very  near  ; 
my  nature  was  very  weak,  and  feemed  ready  to 
be  diflfolved  ; the  fun  declining,  and  the  fhadows 
of  the  evening  drawing  on  a pace.  O I longed 
to  fill  up  the  remaining  moments  all  for  God  ! 
Though  my  body  was  fo  feeble,  and  wearied  with 
preaching,  and  private  converfation,  yet  I wanted 
to  fit  up  all  the  night  to  do  fomething  for  God. 
To  God,  the  giver  of  thefe  refrefiiments,  be 
glory  for  ever  and  ever. 

[After  this,  he  vifited  feveral  minifters  in  Con- 
necticut ; and  then  travelled  towards  Kaunau- 
meek,  and  came  to  Mr.  Sergeant’s  at  Stockbridge* 
Thurfday,  April  26.3 

Friday  and  Saturday,  April  27,  and  28.  I 
fpent  fome  time  in  difcourfing  with  my  people, 
who  were  now  moved  down  from  their  own 
place  to  Mr.  Sergeant’s. 

Monday,  April  30.  I rode  to  Kaunaiimeek, 

but 

had  gone  through  extreme  hardfhips,  a train  of  outward  and  in- 
ward forrows.  Notwithstanding  all  thefe  things,  he  chofe  ftill 
to  go  on  ; and  that  although  the  place  he  was  notv  going  to,  was 
at  a much  greater  dillance  from  moil  of  his  friends,  acquaintance^, 
arid  native  land. 
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but  was  extremely  ill;  and  did  not  enjoy  the 
comfort  I hoped  for  in  my  own  houfe. 

Tuefday,  May  1.  Having  received  new  or- 
ders to  go  to  the  Indians  on  Delaware  river  in 
Pennfylvania,  and  my  people  here  being  moftly 
removed  to  Mr.  Sergeant’s,  I this  day  took  all 
my  clothes,  books,  & c.  and  difpofed  of  them, 
and  fet  out  for  Delaware  river  : but  made  it  my 
way  to  return  to  Mr.  Serjeant’s  ; whie  I did  this 
day,  juft  at  night.  I rode  feveral  hours  in  the 
rain  through  the  howling  wildernefs,  although  I 
was  fo  difordered  in  body,  that  little  or  nothing 
but  blood  came  from  me. 

Tuefday,  May  8.  I fpent  much  of  my  time, 
while  riding,  in  prayer,  that  God  would  go  with 
me  to  Delaware.  My  heart  fometimes  was  ready 
to  fink  with  the  thoughts  of  my  work,  and  going 
alone  in  the  wildernefs,  I knew  not  where  : but 
ftill  it  was  comfortable,  to  think,  that  others  of 
God’s  children  had  “ wandered  about  in  caves 
and  dens  of  the  earth  and  Abraham,  when  he 
was  called  to  go  forth,  “ went  out,  not  knowing 
whither  he  went.” 

[The  next  day,  he  went  forward  on  his  jour- 
ney; crolfed  Hudfon's  river,  and  went  to  Gofiten 
in  the  Highlands ; and  fo  travelled  acrofs  the 
woods,  from  Hudfon’s  river  to  Delaware,  about 
an  hundred  miles,  through  a defolate  and  hide- 
ous country,  above  New-Jerfey;  where  were 
very  few  fettlements  : in  which  journey  he  buf- 
fered much  fatigue  and  hardfhip.  He  vifited 
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fome  Indians  in  the  way,  + and  difcourfed  with 
them  concerning  Chridiunity,  but  was  inelanchofy 
and  difconfolate,  being  alone  in  a drange  wilder- 
nefs.  On  Saturday,  he  came  to  a fettlement  of 
Iriih  and  Dutch  people,  about  twelve  miles  above 
the  Forks  of  Delaware.] 

On  May  10.  I met  with  a number  of  Indians 
in  a place  called  Minniffinks,  about  an  hundred 
and  forty  miles  from  Kaunaumeek,  and  direftly 
in  my  way  to  Delaware  river.  With  thefe  In- 
dians I fpent  fome  time,  and  fir  ft  addrelfed  their 
king  in  a friendly  manner;  and  after  fome  dif- 
courfe,  I told  him  I had  a defire  to  indruft  them 
in  Chrijhamty.  At  which  he  laughed,  turned 
his  back  upon  me,  and  went  away.  I then  ad- 
dreffed  another  principal  man  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, who  faid  he  was  willing  to  hear  me-  After 
fome  time,  I followed  the  king  into  his  houfe, 
and  renewed  my  difcourfe  to  him  : but  he  de- 
clined talking,  and  left  the  affair  to  another,  who 
appeared  to  be  a rational  man.  He  talked  very 
warmly  near  a quarter  of  an  hour,  and  inquired 
why  I defired  the  Indians  to  become  Cin tjlians, 
feeing  the  Chridians  were  fo  much  worfe  than 
the  Indians  ? The  Chridians,  he  faid,  would  lie, 
deal,  and  drink,  worfe  than  the  Indians.  It  was 
they  fird  taught  the  Indians  to  be  drunk  ; and  they 
dole  from  one  another,  to  that  degree,  that  their 
rulers  were  obliged  to  hang  them  for  it,  and  that 
was  not  fuHicient  to  deter  others  from  the  like 

praftice. 

+ Sec  Mr.  Brainerd’s  Narrative,  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Pemberton. 
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praftice.  Bat  the  Indians,  he  added,  were  none 
of  them  ever  hanged  for  Healing,  and  yet  they 
did  not  Heal  half  fo  much ; and  he  fuppofed  that  I 
if  the  Indians  fhould  become  Chriftians,  they  hen  ) 
would  be  as  bad  as  thefe.  He  added,  they  would  I 
live  as  their  fathers  lived,  and  go  where  their 
fathers  were  when  they  died.  1 then  freely  ' 
owned , lamented , and  joined  with  him  in  con-  \ 
demning  the  ill  conduft  of  fome  who  are  called  I 
Chrifians  ; told  him,  thefe  were  not  Chnfians  in 
heart ; that  I hated  fuch  wicked  praftices,  and  did  1 
not  defire  the  Indians  to  become  fuch  as  thefe. — • ( 
And  when  he  appeared  calmer,  I afked  him  it  he  I 
was  willing  that  I fhould  come  and  fee  them  'J 
again  : he  replied,  he  fhould  be  willing  to  fee  me 
again,  as  a friend , if  I would  not  defire  them  to  j 
become  Chrifians. — I then  bid  them  farewell, 
and  profecuted  my  journey  towards  Delaware.  ; 
And  May  13th  I arrived  at  a place  called  by  the 
Indians,  Sakhauwotang,  within  the  Forks  of 
Delaware  in  Pennfylvania. 

Here  alfo  when  I came  to  the  Indians,  I fa-  1 
luted  their  king,  in  a manner  I thought  molt  en- 
gaging : and  foon  after  informed  him  of  my  de-  I 
fire  to  inftriuft  them  in  the  Chrfian  religion. 
After  he  had  confulted  a few  minutes  with  two  or  j 
three  old  men,  he  told  me,  he  was  willing  to  i 
hear.  I then  preached  to  thofe  few  that  were  I 
prefent;  who  appeared  very  attentive.  And 
the  king  in  particular  feemed  both  to  wonder,  I 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  be  well  pleafed  with  I 

what  I 
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ivliat  I taught  them,  refpefting  the  divine  being. 
And  fince  that  time  he  has  ever  fhewn  himfelf 
friendly  to  me,  giving  me  free  liberty  to  preach 
in  his  houfe  whenever  I think  fit. — Here  there- 
fore I fpent  the  greater  part  of  the  fummer, 
preaching  ufually  in  the  king’s  houfe. 

The  number  of  Indians  in  this  place  is  but 
final! ; moll  of  thofe  that  formerly  belonged 
here,  are  removed  farther  back  in  the  country. 
There  are  not  more  than  ten  houfes  hereabouts, 
that  continue  to  be  inhabited  ; andfome  of  thefe 
are  feveral  miles  difiant  from  others,  which 
makes  it  difficult  for  the  Indians  to  meet  together 
fo  frequently  as  could  be  defined. 

When  I firft  began  to  preach  here,  the  num- 
ber of  hearers  was  very  fmall ; often  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  or  twenty-five  perfons  : but  towatds 
the  latter  part  of  the  fummer,  their  number  in- 
creafed,  fo  that  I have  frequently  had  forty  per- 
fons, or  more,  at  once  : and  olten  the  moll  of 
thofe  belonging  to  thefe  parts. 

Lord’s-day,  May  13.  I rofie  early  ; felt  very 
poorly  after  my  long  journey,  and  after  being 
wet  and  fatigued.  I had  fcarce  ever  feen  fucb  a 
gloomy  morning  in  my  life  : there  appeared  to 
be  no  Sabbath  : the  children  were  all  at  play  ; I 
a ftranger  in  the  wildernefs,  and  knew  not  where 
to  go  ; arid  all  circumltances  feemed  to  confpire 
to  render  my  affairs  dark  and  dilcouraging.  I 
mourned  after  the  prefence  of  God,  and  feemed 
like  a creature  banifired  from  his  fight ! Yet  he 
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was  pleafed  to  fupport  my  finking  foul,  amidft  all 
my  forrows;  fo  that  I never  entertained  any 
thought  of  quitting  my  bufinefs  among  the  poor 
Indians;  but  was  comforted,  to  think,  that  death 
would  ere  long  fet  me  free  from  thefe  diftrefTes. 
— I rode  about  three  or  four  miles  to  the  Irifh 
people,  where  I found  fome  that  appeared  fober 
and  concerned  about  religion.  My  heart  then 
began  to  be  a little  encouraged  : I went  and 
preached  firfl  to  the  Irifh,  and  then  to  the  Indi- 
ans : and  in  the  evening  I was  a little  comforted  ; 
mv  foul  feemed  to  reft  on  God  and  take  cou- 
rage. O that  the  Lord  would  be  my  fupport 
and  comforter  in  an  evil  world! 

Monday,  May  14.  I felt  my  felt  loofe  from 
all  the  world  ; all  appeared  “ vanity  and  vexa- 
tion of  fpirit.’’  I feemed  lonefome,  as  if  I was 
banifhed  from  all  mankind,  and  bereaved  of  all 
that  is  called  pleafant  in  the  world  ; but  appeared 
to  mvfelffo  vile  and  unworthy,  it  feemed  fitter 
for  me  to  be  here  than  any  where. 

Thurfdav,  May  17.  I was  greatly  diftreiTed 
with  afeme  of  my  vilenefs;  appearing  to  mvfelf 
too  bad  to  walk  on  God's  earth.  G.;d  was  pleafed 
to  let  me  fee  my  inward  pollution  to  fuch  a de- 
gree, that  I almoil  defpaired  of  being  made  holy. 
In  the  afternoon  I met  with  the  Indians,  accord- 
ing to  appointment,  and  preached  to  them.  And 
while  riding  to  them,  I feemed  to  confide  in 
God;  and  afterwards  had  fome  enlargement  in 

prayer  ; 
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prayer  ; vital  piety  and  holinefs  appeared  fweet 
to  me,  and  I longed  for  the  perfe&ion  of  it. 

Lord’s-day,  May  20.  I preached  twice  to  the 
poor  Indians,  and  enjoyed  fome  freedom  in  fpeak- 
ing.  Mv  foul  longed  for  afiiftance  from  above, 
all  the  while  ; for  I faw  I had  no  ftrength  for 
that  work  Afierwards  I preached  to  the  Irifh 
people ; and  feveral  feerned  much  concerned, 
with  whom  I difcouried  afterwards  with  freedom 
and  power.  Blefled  be  God  for  any  afiiftance  to 
an  unworthy  worm. 

Lord's-dav,  May  27.  I vifited  my  Indians  in 
the  morning,  and  attending  upon  a juneral  among 
them,  was  affefted  to  fee  their  Healhenifh  prac- 
tices. O that  they  might  be  “ turned  Irom  dark- 
nefs  to  light  f’  Afterwards  I got  a conftderable 
number  of  them  together,  and  preached  to 
them ; and  obferved  them  very  attentive.  I 
then  preached  to  the  white  people,  and  feveral 
feerned  much  concerned  ; efpecially  one  who 
had  been  educated  a Roman  catholic.  Blefled 
be  the  L >rd  for  any  help. 

Monday,  June  11.  This  day  th t.  prejbytery 
met  at  Newark,  in  order  to  my  ordination.  I 
was  very  weak  and  difordered  in  body  ; yet  en- 
deavoured to  repofe  my  confidence  in  God.  At 
three  in  the  aGrnocn  I preached  my  probafion- 
fermon,  from  Acts  xxvi.  17,  18,  being  a text 
given  me  for  that  end.  Afterwards  I palled  an 
examination  before  the  prefbytery.  My  mind 
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v/as  burdened  with  the  greatnefs  of  that  charge  I 
was  about  to  take  upon  me  : fo  that  I could  not 
fleep  this  night,  though  very  weary  and  in  great 
need  of  reft. 

Tuefday,  June  12.  I was  this  morning  fur- 
ther examined,  refpefting  my  experimental  ac- 
quaintance with  Chriftianity.  At  ten  o’clock  my 
ordination  was  attended.  I was  affected  with  a 
fenfe  of  the  important  truft  committed  to  me  ; 
yet  was  compofed,  and  folemn,  without  diftrac- 
tion  : and  I then  (as  many  times  before)  gave 
myfelf  up  to  God,  to  be  for  him,  and  not  for 
another.  O that  I might  always  he  engaged  in 
the  fervice  of  God,  and  duly  remember  the  fo- 
lemn charge  I nave  received,  in  the  prefence  of 
God,  angels,  and  men. 


PART  VI. 

From  his  ordination , till  he  began  to  preach  to  the 
Indians  at  Crofzueekfung. 

THURSDAY,  June  14.  I wondered,  that 
God  fhould  open  the  hearts  of  any  to  treat 
me  with  kindnefs:  and  faw  mvlelf  to  be  unwor- 
thy of  any  favour,  from  God  or  men.  I had 
much  pain  in  my  head;  however  I determined 
to  fet  out  on  my  journey  towards  Delaware  ; but 
in  the  afternoon  my  pain  increaled,  fo  that  I 
was  obliged  to  take  to  my  bed  ; and  the  night 

following. 
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following,  I was  greatly  diftrefled  with  pain  and 
* ficknefs,  and  almoft  bereaved  of  reafon.  On  Sa- 
turday I was  fomething  relieved  ; but  unable  to 
walk,  till  the  Monday  following.  I often  ad- 
mired the  goodnefs  of  God,  that  he  did  not  buf- 
fer me  to  proceed  on  my  journey  from  this  place 
where  I was  fo  tenderly  ufed.  —God  is  very  gra- 
cious to  me,  both  in  health  and  ficknefs,  and  in- 
termingles much  mercy  with  all  my  affhftions. 

[On  Tuefday,  June  19.  He  fet  out,  and  in 
three  days  reached  his  place,  near  the  Forks  of 
Delaware.] 

* Lord’s-day,  June  24.  I was  fcarce  able  to 
walk  : however,  vifited  my  Indians,  and  took 
much  pains  to  inftrufd  them.  Bur  my  mind  was 
much  burdened  with  the  weight  of  my  work.  My 
whole  dependence  was  on  God  ; who  alone  I 
faw  could  make  them  whiling  to  receive  inftruc- 
tion.  My  heart  was  much  engaged  in  prayer, 
fending  up  filent  requefts  to  God,  even  w’hiie 
I was  fpeakingto  them.  O that  I could  always 
go  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  1 

Monday,  June  2,5.  To  an  eye  of  reafon 
every  thing  that  refpefls  the  converfion  of  the 
Heathen  is  as  dark  as  midnight;  and  yet  I can- 
not but  hope  in  God,  for  the  accomplifhment  of 
fomething  glorious  among  them.  I longed  much 
for  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom 
on  earth,  and  was  very  fearful  left  I fhould  ad- 
mit fome  vain  thought,  and  fo  lofe  the  fenfe  I 
Vol.  XII.  F had 
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had  of  divine  things.  O for  an  abiding  heaven- 
ly temper  ! 

* 1 uefday,  June  26.  I was  much  difcouraged 
with  the  extreme  difficulty  of  the  work  ; yet  God 
fupported  me  ; and  though  the  work  of  their  con- 
veifion  appeared  “ impolhble  with  man,  vet  with 
God”  I faw  “ all  things  were  poffible.”  I was  much 
affifted  in  prayer,  especially  for  the  poor  Heathen, 
and  thofe  of  my  otvn  charge  : and  hoped  that  God 
would  bow  the  heavens  and  come  down  for  their 
falvation.  I.  feemed  to  me,  there  could  be  no 
impediment  fufficient  to  obflrufcl  that  glorious 
work,  feeing  the  living  God  was  engaged  for  it. 

I continued  folemnly  lilting  up  my  heart  to  God, 
that  I might  be  more  mortified  to  this  world,  that 
my  foul  might  be  taken  up  continually  in  the 
advancement  of  Chrift's  kingdom  : and  longed 
that  God  would  purge  me  more,  that  I might  be 
as  a chofen  vefTel  to  bear  his  name  among  the 
Heathens. 

Wednefday,  June  27.  In  the  afternoon,  I * 
rode  feveral  miles  to  fee  if  I could  piocure  any* 
lands  for  the  poor  Indians,  that  they  might  bve 
together,  and  be  under  better  advantages  for  iu- 
firuflion.  White  I was  riding,  I had  a deep 
fenfe  of  the  difficulty  of  my  work  ; and  mv  foul 
relied  wholly  upon  God  for  fuccefs,  in  the  dili- 
gent and  faithful  ufe  oi  means.  I faw  with  the 
created  certaintv,  that  the  arm  of  the  Lord  muft 
be  revealed,  for  the  help  of  thefe  poor  Heathen, 

if 
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if  ever  they  were  delivered  from  the  bondage  oi 
the  powers  of  darknefs. 

Thurfday,  June  28.  Towards  noon  I rode  up 
jo  the  Indians  ; and  while  going,  my  heart  went 
up  to  God  in  prayer  for  them  ; I could  freely 
tell  God,  lie  knew  the  caufe  was  not  mine,  but 
his  own,  and  it  would  be  for  his  own  glory  to 
convert  the  poor  Indians  : and  blefied  be  God. 

I felt  no  defire  of  honour  from  the  world,  as  the 
inftrument  ol  it. 

Saturday,  June  30.  My  foul  was  much  fo- 
iemnized  in  reading  God's  word;  efpecially  the 
ninth  chapter  of  Daniel.  * I faw  how  God  had 
called  out  Ins  fervants  to  prayer,  and  made  them 
wreflle  with  him,  when  he  defigned  to  bellow  any 
great  mercy  on  his  church.  Ana  I was  afhamed 
ofmyfelf,  to  think  of  my  dulnefs  and  inieHvity, 
when  there  feetned  to  be  fo  much  to  do  for  the 
upbuilding  of  Zion.  Oh,  how  does  Zion  lie 
wajfe  ! I longed,  that  the  church  of  God  might 

I be  en'arged;  and  was  enabled  to  pray  in  faith; 
my  foul  feemed  fenfibly  to  confide  in  God,  and 
was  enabled  10  wreflle  with  him,  Afterwards, 
I walked  abroad  to  a place  of  fweet  retirement, 
and  enjoyed  affiflance  in  prayer  again  : had  a 
fe life  of  my  great  need  of  divine  help,  and  felt 
j my  foul  fenfibly  depend  on  God. 

* Lord’s  day,  July  1.  , After  I came  to  the 
Indians,  my  mind  was  confufed  ; and  I felt  no- 
: thing  of  that  fweet  reliance  on  God,  that  my 
j foul  has  been  comforted  with  in  ci.-ys  pall.  In 
F 2 the 
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the  afternoon  I felt  ftill  barren,  when  I began  to 
preach  ; I feemed  to  myfelf  to  know  nothing, 
and  to  have  nothing  to  fay  to  the  Indians ; but 
foon  after,  I found  in  myfelf  a fpirit  of  love,  and 
warmth,  and  power  ; and  God  helped  me  to 
plead  with  them,  to  “ turn  from  ail  the  vanities 
of  the  Heathen,  to  the  living  God  I am  per- 
fuaded,  the  Lord  touched  their  confciences  ; for 
I never  faw  fuch  attention  in  them  before.  When 
I came  away,  I fpent  the  whole  time  I was  rid- 
ing, in  prayer  and  praife  to  God.  And  after  I 
had  rode  two  miles,  it  came  into  my  mind  to  de- 
dicate myfelf  to  God  again  : which  I did  with 
great  folemnity,  and  unfpeakable  fatisfa&ion  ; 
efpecially  giving  up  myfelf  to  him  anew  in  the 
work  of  the  miniftry.  And  this  I did  without 
any  exception  or  referve  ; not  in  the  lead  fhrink- 
ing  back  from  any  difficulties,  that  might  attend 
this  blefied  work.  I was  molt  free,  chearfid, 
and  full  in  this  dedication  of  myfelf.  My 
whole  foul  cried,  i;  Lord,  to  thee  I dedicate 
myfelf : O accept  of  me,  and  let  me  be  thine 
for  ever.  Lord,  1 defire  nothing  elfe  ; I de- 
fire nothing  more.  O come,  come  Lord,  ac- 
cept a poor  worm.  “ IVhom  have  1 in  heaven  hut 
thee  ? And  there  is  none  upon  earth,  that  I de fire 
bejides  thee.”  After  this,  I was  enabled  to  praife 
God  with  my  whole  foul,  that,  he  had  enabled 
me  to  devote  and  confecrate  all  my' powers  to 
him  in  this  folemn  manner.  My  hea:  t rejoiced 
in  my  particular  work  as  a mijfonary ; rejoiced 

in 
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in  my  neceffity  of  felf-denial  ; and  ftill  continu- 
ed to  give  up  myfelf  to  God,  and  implore  mer- 
cy of  him  ; praying  incelfantly,  every  moment, 
with  Tweet  fervency.  My  nature  being  very 
weak  of  late,  was  now  confiderably  overcome  : 
my  fingers  grew  very  feeble,  and  numb,  fo  that 
I could  fcarcely  ftretch  them  out  firait ; and  when 
I lighted  from  my  horfe  I could  hardly  walk, 
my  joints  feeming  all  to  be  loofed.  But  I felt 
abundant  firength  in  the  inner  man.  I preached 
to  the  white  people,  and  God  helped  me 
much.  Sundry  of  my  poor  Indians  were  fo 
moved  as  to  come  to  meeting  alfo  ; and  one  ap- 
peared much  concerned. 

Tuefday,  July  3.  This  morning,  I was  ena- 
bled to  pray  under  a feeling  fenfe  of  my  need  cf 
help,  to  plead  with  God  a confiderable  time. 
Truly  God  is  good  to  me,  But  my  foul  was 
grieved  at  my  finfulnefs  and  barrenefs,  and  long- 
ed to  be  more  engaged  for  God.  O it  is  fweet 
to  be  the  Lord's,  to  be  fenfibly  devoted  to  him! 
What  a bleffed  portion  is  God!  How  glorious, 
how  lovely  ! O my  foul  longed  to  employ  my 
time  wholly  for  God  ! — In  the  evening,  I was  en- 
abled again  to  wrefile  with  God  in  prayer  with 
fervency  to  maintain  a felf-diffident  and  watch- 
ful frame  of  fpirit,  jealous  and  afraid  left  I fhould 
admit  careleffnefs  or  felf-confidence. 

Friday,  July  6.  I am  of  late,  moil  of  all 
concerned  for  minifterial  qualifications,  and  the 
converfion  of  the  Heathen  ; laft  year,  I longed 
F 3 to 
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to  be  prepared  for  a world  of  glory,  and  fpeed  ly 
to  depart  out  of  this  world;  but  ol  Ue,  my 
chiefcor.ee,  n isfot  the  conveifion  oi  :ne  Heart. en, 
and  for  that  end,  I long  to  live.  Bi;:  oleded  be 
God,  I have  lefs  defire  to  live  lor  any  of  the  piea- 
iUres  of  the  world,  t!;an  ever  I had  : I long 
anc  love  to  oe  a pilgrim ; and  want  grace  to 
imitate  the  life,  labours  and  bufferings  oi  St. 
Paul  among  the  Heathen.  Arid  when  I long  for 
holmefs  now,  it  is  chiefly,  tliaL  whereby  I may 
become  an  “ able  miniiier  of  the  iSew  Telta- 
mem,"  efpecially  to  the  Heathen.  I fpent  two 
hours  this  morning  in  reading  and  prayer  ; and 
was  in  a watchful  tender  frame,  afraid  of  every 
thing  that  might  cool  my  affettions,  and  draw 
away  my  heart  from  God. 

Lord  s day,  July  8.  I was  watchful,  tender, 
and  jealous  of  my  own  heart,  left  I fliould  admit 
carelmTnefs  and  vain  thoughts,  and  grieve  the 
bleffed  Spirit,  fo  that  he  Ihould  withdraw  his 
fweer,  kind,  and  tender  influences.  I longed  to 
“ depart,  and  be  with  Chrift,”  more  than  at  any 
time  oflate.  My  foul  was  exceedingly  united  to 
'♦he  faints  of  antient  times,  as  well  as  tnofe  now 
living;  efpecially  my  foul  melted  for  thefociety 
of  Elijah  and  Elifha. 

Wednefday,  July  11.  My-foul  was  diffident, 
watchful,  and  tender,  left  I fhould  offend  my 
bleffed  Friend,  in  thought  or  behaviour.  I con- 
fided  in,  and  leaned  upon  t}re  biefied  God.  Oh, 
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xvTiat  need  did  I fee  myfelf  to  fland  in  of  oou  ai 
all  limes,  to  afTiil  me  arid  lead  me  ! 

Saturday,  July  21.  Towards  night  my  bur- 
den refpe&ing  my  work  among  the  Indians  ue- 
gan  to  increafe  much  ; and  was  aggravated  by 
hearing  fundry  things  that  looked  very  difcou- 
raging,  in  particular  that  they  intended  to  meet  to- 
gether the  next  day  for  an  idolatrous  feait  and 
dance.  Then  I began  to  be  in  anguilh : I 
thought  I mud  in  confcience  go  and  endeavour 
to  break  them  up ; and  knew  not  how  to  attempt 
fuch  a thing.  However  I withdrew  to  prayer, 
hoping  for  ftrength  from  above.  And  in  prayer 
I was  exceedingly  enlarged,  and  my  foul  was 
much  drawn  out.  I pleaded  with  fo  much  ear- 
nednefs  and  importunity,  that  when  I arofe  from 
my  knees  I could  fcarcely  walk  draight,  my 
joints  were  loofed,  the  fwcat  ran  down  my  face 
and  body,  and  nature  feemed  as  if  it  would  dil- 
folve.  I knew  they  were  met  together  to  wor- 
Ihip  devils,  and  not  God,  and  this  made  me  cry 
, earnedly  that  God  would  appear,  and  help  me 
in  my  attempts  to  break  up  this  idolatrous 
meeting.  My  foul  pleaded  long  ,*  and  I thought 
God  would  go  with  me  to  vindicate  his  own 
caufe:  and  thus  I fpent  the  evening,  praying  in- 
cedantly  that  1 might  not  be  felf-dependent , but 
have  my  whole  dependence  upon  God.  What 
I pafled  through  was  inexpi  edible.  * All  things 
here  below  vanifhed ; and  there  appeared  to  be 
nothing  of  anv  importance  to  me,  but  holinefs  of 
• F 4 heart 
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Keart  and  life,  and  the  converfion  of  the  Heathen 
to  God.  All  my  cares,  fears,  and  defires,  which 
might  be  faid  to  be  of  a worldly  nature,  difap- 
peated  ; and  were  of  little  more  importance  than 
a puff  of  wind.  I exceedingly  longed,  that  God 
would  get  to  himfelf  a name  among  the  Hea- 
then ; and  I appealed  to  him  with  the  greateft 
freedom,  that  he  knew  I “ preferred  him  above 
my  chief  joy.”  Indeed,  I had  no  notion  ofjoy 
from  this  world  ; I cared  not  where  or  how  I liv- 
ed, or  what  hard/hips  I went  through,  fo  that  I 
could  but  gain  fouls  to  Chrift. 

Lord  s day,  July  22.  When  I waked,  my  foul 
was  burdened  with  what  feemed  to  be  before  me: 
I cried  to  God,  before  I could  get  out  of  my  bed: 
as  foon  as  I was  drelfed,  I withdrew  into  the 
woods,  to  pour  out  mv  foul  to  him  for  affiftance; 
and  did  with  unfpeakable  freedom  give  up  myfelf 
afrefh  to  God,  for  life  or  death,  for  all  hardfhips 
he  fhould  call  me  to  among  the  Heathen ; and 
felt  as  if  nothing  could  difcourage  me  from  this 
bleffed  work.  I had  a flrong  hope,  that  God 
would  “ bow  the  heavens  and  come  down,”  and 
do  fome  marvellous  work  among  the  Heathen. 
And  when  I was  riding  to  the  Indians,  my  heart 
was  continually  going  up  to  God;  and  hoping, 
that  God  would  make  this  the  day  of  his  power 
and  grace  among!!  the  poor  Indians.  When  I 
came  to  them,  I found  them  engaged  in  their 
frolic  ; but  through  divine  goodnefs  I got  them  to 
break  up  and  attend  my  preaching : yet  Hill  there 
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appeared  nothing  of  the  fpecial  power  of  God 
among  them.  I preached  again  to  them  in  the 
afternoon  ; and  obferved  they  were  more  fober 
than  before;  but  ftill  faw  nothing  fpecial  among 
them  ; from  whence  Satan  took  occafion  to  buf- 
fet me  with  thefe  curfed  fuggeftions,  There  is  no 
God,  or  if  there  be,  he  is  not  able  to  convert  the 
Indians,  before  they  have  more  knowledge.  I 
was  very  weak  and  weary,  and  my  foul  borne 
down  with  perplexity j but  was  determined  ftill 
to  wait  upon  God. 

Tuefday,  July  24.  I rode  over  a hideous  moun- 
tain, to  a number  of  Indians,  at  a place  called 
Kaukfefauchung,  more  than  thirty  miles  weft- 
ward  from  the  place  where  I ufually  preach.  I 
found  about  thirty  perfons.  and  propofed  my  de- 
fire of  preaching  to  them  : they  readily  complied, 
and  I preached  to  them  only  twice,  they  being 
juft  then  removing  from  this  place,  to  Sufqua- 
hannah  river. 

While  I was  preaching,  they  appeared  fober,, 
and  attentive : and  were  fomewhat  furprized, 
having  never  before  heard  of  thefe  things. 
There  were  two  or  three,  who  fufpe&ed  that  1 
had  fome  ill  defign  upon  them  ; and  urged,  that 
the  white  people  had  abufed  them,  and  taken 
their  lands  from  them,  and  therefore  they  had  no 
reafon  to  think  that  they  were  concerned  for  their 
happinefs;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  de- 
figned  to  make  them  flaves,  or  get  them  on  board 
their  veftels,  and  make  them  fight  with  the  pec- 
s' & pie 
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pie  over  the  water,  (as  they  exprefied  it,)  moan* 
ing  he  french  and  Spaniards.  However  the 
mcfl  of  them  appeared  very  friendly,  and  told 
me  they  were  then  going  home  to  Sufquahannah, 
and  defired  I would  make  them  a vifit  there, 
and  mani  felled  a conftderable  defire  of  inflruc- 
tion. 

This  invitation  gave  me  fome  encouragement 
in  my  great  work  ; and  made  me  hope,  that  God 
defiyned  to  “ open  an  effe&ul  door  to  me”  for 
fpreading  the  gofpel  among  the  poor  Heathens 
farther  weftward. 

FFrom  thefe  Indians  he  returned  to  the  Irifh 
fettlement,  and  there  preached  to  a numerous 
congregation  : where  was  a conftderable  appear- 
ance of  awakening.  Thurfday,  he  returned 
home,  exceedingly  fatigued  and  fpent;  hill  in 
the  fame  mortification  to  the  world,  and  felici- 
tous for  the  advancement  of  Chrift's  kingdom: 
and  on  this  day  he  fays,  “ I have  felt,  this  week 
more  of  the  fpirit  of  a pilgrim  on  earth , than  ever 
before;  and  vet  fo  defirous  to  iee  Zion’s  prof- 
periry,  thatT  was  not  fo  willing  to  leave  this 
feene  of  forrow  as  I ufed  to  be.” — On  the  fabbatb> 
j;e  was  confined  by  illnefs,  not  able  to  go  out  to 
preach  He  continued  very  ill  all  the  next  week, 
and  fays,  that  “ he  thought  he  never  before  en- 
dured fuch  a feafon  of  di  Are  fling  weaknefs:  and 
th;.t  his  nature  was  fo  fpent,  that  he  could  neitner 
Hand,  fit,  n >r  lie  with  any  quiet  ; that  he  w;  - ex- 
evcifed  with  extreme  fuinmcfs  and  ficknc-fs  at  his 
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flomach ; and  that  his  mind  was  as  much  c! i for • 
dered  as  his  bod)’,  feeming  to  be  flupid,  and 
without  all  kind  of  affe&ion  ; and  yet  perplexed, 
to  think,  that  he  lived  for  nothing,  that  precious 
time  rolled  away,  arid  he  could  do  nothing  but 
trifle.”— Concerning  the  next  five  days,  he  writes 
thus,  “ On  Lord’s-day,  Auguft  5,  was  ft  ill  very 
poor.  But  though  very  weak,  I vifited  and 
preached  to  the  poor  Indians  twice,  and  was 
ftrengihened  vaflly  beyond  my  expectations. 
And  indeed  the  Lord  gave  me  freedom  and  fer- 
vency  in  addi effing  them  : though  I had  not 
flrength  enough  to  Hand,  but  was  obliged  to  fit 
clown  the  whole  time.  Towards  night  I was  ex- 
tremely weak,  faint,  fick,  and  full  of  pain.  And 
I have  continued  much  the  fame  laft  week,  thro’ 
the  mod  of  this,  (it  being  now  Friday)  unable  to 
engage  in  any  bufinefs;  frequently  unable  to  pray 
in  the  family.  I have  neither  flrength  to  read, 
meditate,  nor  pray  : and  this  perplexes  my  mind. 
I feem  like  a man  that  has  all  his  edate  embark- 
ed in  one  fmall  boat,  unhappily  going  adrift, 
down  a fwift  current.  The  poor  owner  dands 
on  the  Ihore.  and  looks,  and  laments  his  Iofs. 
But,  alas!  though  my  a!!  feems  to  be  adrift,  and 
I dand  and  fee  it,  I dare  not  lament : for  this 
finks  my  fpirits  more,  and  aggravates  my  bodily 
diforders.  O that  God  would  pity  my  diftreffed 
date!” 

The  next  day  three  weeks,  his  illnefs  was  not 
fo  extreme;  he  was  in  foine  degree  capable  of 
F 6 bufinefs 
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bufinefs : he  alfo  had,  for  the  moll  part,  much 
inward  alh fiance  ; he  often  exprefles  great  long- 
ings for  the  enlargement  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  : 
he  fpeaks  of  his  hope  of  this  as  all  his  delight 
and  joy.  He  continues  flill  to  exprefs  his  ufual 
longings  after  holinefs,  and  living  to  God,  and 
his  fenfe  of  his  own  unworthinefs ; he  feveral 
times  fpeaks  of  his  appearing  to  himfelf  the  vileft 
creature  on  earth  ; and  once  fays,  that  he  verily 
thought  there  was  none  of  God’s  children  who 
fell  fo  far  fhort  of  that  holinefs,  and  perfeflion 
in  their  obedience,  which  God  requires.] 

Saturday,  September  1.  I enjoyed  fome  com- 
fort and  fweetnefs  : and  as  my  bodily  flrength 
was  a little  rellored,  fo  my  foul  feeined  to  be 
more  engaged  in  the  things  of  God. 

Lord’s-day,  September  2.  I was  enabled  to 
fpeak  to  my  poor  Indians  with  much  concern 
and  fervency  ; and  God  enabled  me  to  exercife 
faith  in  him,  while  I was  fpeaking  to  them.  I 
perceived  that  fome  of  them  were  afraid  to  em- 
brace Chrijiiamty , left  they  fhould  be  enchanted 
and  poifoned  byth epowozvs:  but  I bid  a chal- 
lenge to  all  thefe  powers  of  darknefs , to  do 
their  word  upon  me  firft.  I told  my  people, 
I was  a Chrijhan,  and  afked  them  why  the 
powou's  did  not  bewitch  and  poifon  me  ? I 
fcarcelv  ever  felt  more  fenfible  of  my  own  un- 
worthinefs, than  in  this:  but  I faw  the  honour 
of  God  was  concerned  ; and  I trufted  to  be  pre- 
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ferved  for  a teftimony  of  the  divine  power  and 
goodnefs,  and  of  the  truth  of  Chriflianity. 

Wednefday,  September  26.  After  a journey 
to  New-England,  I rode  home  to  the  Forks  of 
Delaware.  What  reafon  have  I to  blefs  God, 
who  has  preferved  me  in  riding  more  than  four 
hundred  and  twenty  miles.  My  health  likewife 
is  greatly  recovered.  O that  I could  dedicate  my 
all  to  God ! 

Monday,  Oftober  1.  I was  engaged  this  day 
in  making  preparation  for  my  journey  to  Suf- 
quahannah  ; and  withdrew  feveial  times  to  plead 
for  the  divine  pretence  to  go  with  rr~  to  the  poor 
Pagans.  Towards  night  I rode  about  four  miles, 
and  met  my  brother  Byram:*  who  was  come,  at 
my  defire,  to  be  my  companion  to  the  Indians*. 
I rejoiced  to  fee  him  ; and  God  made  his  conv.er- 
fation  profitable  to  me.  I faw  him,  as  I thought 
more  dead  to  the  world,  its  cares,  and  alluring 
objefis,  than- 1 was : and  this  made  me  look  with- 
in myfelf,  and  gave  me  a greater  fenfe  of  my  in- 
gratitude, and  mifery. 

Tuefday,  Oftober  2.  I fet  out  on  my  journey, 
in  company  with  my  dear  brother  Byram,  and 
my  interpreter,  and  two  chief  Indians  from  the 
dorks  of  Delaware.  We  travelled  about  twenty- 
five  miles,  and  lodged  in  one  of  the  laft  houfes 
on  our  road  after  which  * here  was  nothing  but 
a hideous  and  howling  wilder nejs. 

Wednefday, 

* Minifter  at  a place  called  Redciiicus,  about  forty  miles  from. 
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Wednefday,  October  3.  We  went  on  our 
way  into  the  wildernefs,  and  found  far  the  moft 
difficult  and  dangerous  travelling,  that  ever  any 
of  us  had  feen;  we  had  fcarce  any  thing  elfe  but 
lofty  mountains,  deep  valleys,  and  hideous  rocks, 
to  make  our  way  through.  However,  I felt 
fweetnefs  in  divine  things,  and  had  my  mind, 
intenfely  engaged  in  meditation.  Near  night, 
my  beaft  that  I rode  upon,  hung  one  of  her  legs 
in  the  rocks,  and  fell  down  under  me  ; but 
through  divine  goodnefs,  I was  not  hurt.  How- 
ever, fixe  broke  her  leg  ; and  being  near  thirty 
miles  from  any  houfe,  I faw  nothing  thai  could 
he  done  to  preferve  her  life,  and  fo  was  obliged  to 
kill  her,  and  to  profecute  my  journey  on  foot. 
Juft  at  datk,  we  kindled  a fire,  cut  up  a few 
bufhes,  and  made  a fhelter  over  our  heads,  to 
fave  11s  from  the  froft,  which  was  very  hard  ; 
and  committing  ourfelves  to  God,  we  lay  down 
on  the  ground,  and  Oept  quietly. 

[The  next  da}',  they  went  forward  on  their 
journey,  and  at  night  took  up  their  lodging  i:i 
the  woods-  in  like  manner.] 

Friday,  October  5.  We  arrived  at  Sufijua- 
hannah-river,  at  a place  called  Qpcholhaiyiniy ; 
and  found  there  twelve  Indian  houfes.  After  I 
had  faluted  the  king  in  a friendly  manner,  I tol  l 
him  my  bufinefs,  and  that  my  defire  was  to  teach 
them  CJt,riJlianity . After  fome  confultaiion,  the 
Incy  i is  gathered,  and  I preached  to  them.  And 
when  I had  done,  I afked,  if  they  would  hear  me 
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again.  They  replied,  they  would  confider  of  if  ; 
and  foon  after  fent  me  word,  that  the)'  would 
immediately  attend,  if  I would  preach;  which  I 
did  with  much  freedom.  When  I afked  them 
ao-airt,  whether  they  would  hear  me  further,  they 
replied,  they  would  the  next  day.  I was  exceed- 
ing fenflble  of  the  impoflibility  of.  doing  any 
thing  for  the  poor  Heathen  without  fpecial  af- 
filtance  : and  my  foul  refled  on  God,  and  left  it 
to  him,  to  do  as  he  pleafed  in  his  own  caufe. 

Saturday,  October  6.  I preached  again  to  the 
Indians;  and  in  the  afternoon,  vifited  them  from 
houfe  to  houfe,  and  invited  them  to  come  and 
hear  me  again  the  next  day,  and  put  off  their 
hunting  defijn,  till  Monday.  “ This  nitjhr,  the 
Lord  flood  by  me,’’  to  encourage  and  A re  ng  then 
my  foul  ; I fpent  more  than  an  hour  in  fccret  re- 
tirement ; and  was  enabled  to  “ pour  out  my 
heart  before  God,”  fur  the  increafe  of  grace  in 
my  foul,  for  minifterial  endowments  and  foe 
fuccefs  among  the  poor  Indians. 

Monday,  Ocdober  8.  I vifited  the  Indians 
with  d defign  to  take  my  leave,  fuppofing  they 
would  go  out  a hunting  early;  but  beyond  my 
expectation  and  hope,  they  defired  to  hear  me 
preach  again.  I gladly  complied  w’nh  their  re- 
queA,  and  endeavoured  to  anfwer  their  objeBions 
agaitiA  Chriftianity.  Then  they  went  away; 
and  we  lpent  the  afternoon  in  reading  and  piayer, 
intending  to  go  homeward  early  the  next  day. 

rT'1  r l 
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Tuefday,  October  9.  We  role  about  four, 
and  commending  ourfelves  to  God  by  prayer,  we 
fet  out  homewards  about  five,  and  travelled  till 
pafi  fix  at  night.  We  then  made  us  a fire,  and 
a fhelter  of  barks,  and  fo  refied. — In  the  night, 
the  wolves  howled  round  us;  but  God  preferv- 
ed  us. 

Friday,  Oftober  12.  I came  home  to  my  lodg- 
ing; where  I poured  out  my  foul  to  God,  and 
endeavoured  to  blefs  him  for  his  abundant  good* 
nefs  to  me  in  my  late  journey-  I fcarce  ever  en- 
joyed more  health ; and  God  marvelloufiv,  fup- 
ported  me  under  the  fatigues  0/  the  way,  and 
travelling  on  foot.  Bleffed  be  the  Lord,  that 
preferves  me  in  all  my  ways. 

Lord’s-day,  O&ober  14.  I was  much  confuf- 
ed  and  perplexed  in  my  thoughts ; and  almoft 
difcouraged,  thinking  I fhould  never  be  able  to 
preach  any  more.  However,  I went  to  the  place 
of  public  worfhip,  lifting  up  my  heart,  and  God 
was  gracious  tome,  and  helped  meto  plead  with 
him  for  hohnefs,  and  to  ufe  flrong  arguments 
with  him,  drawn  from  the  fufferings  of  Clirift  for 
this  very  end,  that  men  might  be  made  holy. 
Afterwards  I was  much  alfifted  in  preaching.  I 
know  not  that  God  ever  helped  me  to  preach  in 
a more  clofe  manner.  Through  the  infinite 
goodnefs  of  God,  I felt  what  I fpake  : and  God 
enabled  me  to  fpeak  with  uncommon  clearnefs  : 
and  yet  I was  deeply  fenfible  of  my  defefiis  in 
preaching;  bleffed  be  the  Lord  for  his  merer. 
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In  the  evening  I longed  to  be  entirely  alone,  to 
blefs  God  for  help  in  extremity  ; and  longed  for 
greater  degrees  of  holinefs,  that  I might  fhew  my 
gratitude  to  God. 

* Tuefday,  Oftober  16.  I felt  a fpirit  of  fo- 
lemnity  and  watchfulnefs  ; and  was  afraid  I 
fhould  not  live  to  and  upon  God:  I longed  for 
more  intenfenefs  and  fpirituality.  In  the  even- 
ing I enjoyed  fweet  affiftance  in  prayer,  and 
thirfted  and  pleaded  to  be  as  holy  as  the  bleffed 
angels. 

* Friday,  Oflober  19.  I had  an  abafing  fenfe 
of  my  own  unholinefs  ; and  felt  my  foul  melt  and 
mourn,  that  I had  grieved  a gracious  God,  who 
was  hill  kind  to  me,  notwithflanding  all  my  un- 
worthinefs.  My  foul  enjoyed  a fweet  feafon  of 
forrow,  that  I had  wronged  that  bleffed  God, 
who  was  reconciled  to  me  in  his  dear  Son.  My 
foul  was  now  tender,  devout,  and  folemn  : and 
I was  afraid  of  nothing  but  fin  ; and  afraid  of  that 
in  every  aftion  and  thought. 

Wednefday,  Oflober  24.  Near  noon  I rode 
to  my  people  ; fpent  fome  time,  and  prayed  with 
them  : felt  the  frame  of  a pilgrim  on  earth  ; 
longed  much  to  leave  this  gloomy  manfion  ; but 
yet  found  patience  and  refignation.  As  I return- 
ed home  from  the  Indians,  I fpent  the  whole 
time  in  lifting  up  my  heart  to  God. 

In  the  evening  I enjoyed  a bleffed  feafon  in 
prayer;  was  enabled  to  cry  to  God  with  a child- 
like fpirit : enjoyed  a fweett  freedom  in  fupplicat- 
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ing  for  myfelf,  and  for  mV  dear  friends:  and 
longed  to  be  as  lively  in  God's  feivice  as  tbe 
angels. 

* Friday,  Oftober  26.  In  the  morning  my 
foul  was  melted  with  a fenfe  of  divine  goodnefs 
to  fuch  a vile  worm  ; I delighted  to  lean  upon 
God,  and  place  my  whole  trull  in  him  : my  foul ; 
was  exceedingly  grieved  for  fin,  arid  prized  and 
longed  afier  bolinefs  ; it  wounded  my  heart  deep- 
ly, yet  fweetly,  to  think  how  I had  abi  fed  a 
kind  God.  I longed  to  be  perfectly  holy,  that  I' I 
might  not  grieve  a gracious  God:  I longed  for 
holinefs  more  lor  this  end,  than  for  my  happmefs 
fake  : and  yet  this  was  my  greatell  happinefs, 
nevermore  to  difhonour,  but  always  to  glorify 
the  bleffed  God. 

Wednefday,  Oftobergt.  I was  fenfible  of 
my  barrennefs  : my  foul  failed  when  I remember- 
ed the  fervency  I had  enjoyed.  Oh  I thought) 
if  I could  but  be  fpirittial,  warm,  heavenly  mind- 
ed, and  affectionately  breathing  after  God,  this 
would  be  better  than  life  to  me  1 My  foul  long- 
ed exceedingly  for  death,  to  be  loofed  from  this 
dulnefs,  and  made  ever  aftive  in  the  fervice  of 
God.  I feemed  to  live  for  nothing,  and  to  do  j 
no  crood  : and  Oh,  the  burden  of  fuch  a life!  1 
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Oh,  death,  death,  my  kind  friend,  haflen  and  ] 
deliver  me  from  dull  mortality,  and  make  me  j 
fpiritual  and  vigorous  to  eternity! 

Thurfday.  November  1.  I felt  life,  and  long-  j 
ings  after  God ; I longed  to  be  always  folemn, 

devour  ] 


!:  devour,  and  heavenly-minded  ; and  was  afraid  !o 
leave  off  praying,  led  I ihould  again  lofe  a fenfe 
of  the  fweet  tilings  of  God. 

Friday,  November  2.  I was  exercifed  forely 
with  fome  tilings  that  I thought  myfelf  mod  of  all 
freed  from.  And  thus  I have  ever  found  it, 
when  I have  thought  the  battle  was  over,  and 
the  conqued  was  gained,  and  fo  let  down  my 
watch,  the  enemy  has  nfen  up  and  done  me  the 
greated  injury. 

; [The  next  day  he  fer  out  on  a journey  to  New- 
York,  to  meet  the  Prefbytery  there  : and  was 
gone  from  home  more  than  a fortnight.  He  feem- 
ed  to  enter  on  this  journey  with  great  reluflance  ; 
fearing  it  would  cool  Ids  religious  affeftions. 
But,  yet,  in  his  journey  he  had  fpecial  feafons  of 
God's  gracious  prefence.  He  was  greatly  fatigu- 
ed therein  by  cold  and  dorms  : and  when  he  re- 
turned from  New-York  to  New-Jerfey,  was  very 
ill  for  fome  time.j 

Wednefday,  November  21.  I rode  from  Ne- 
wark to  Rockciticus  in  the  cold,  and  was  almod 
overcome  with  it.  But  I enjoyed  fweetnefs  in 

Iconverfation  with  Mr.  Jones : my  foul  loves  the 
people  of  God,  and  efpecially  the  miniders,  who 
feel  the  fame  tiials  that  I do. 

* Thurfday,  November  22.  I came  on  my 
way  to  Delaware  river,  tho’  much  difordered  with 
a cold  and  pain  in  my  head.  About  fix  at  night 
Ilod  my  way  in  the  wildernefs,  and  wandered 
over  rocks  and  mountains,  down  hideous  deeps, 
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through  fvvamps,  and  mod  dreadful  and  dangerous 
places:  and  the  night  being  dark,  I was  greatly 
expofed:  I was  much  pinched  with  cold,  and 
diftrefled  with  an  extreme  pain  in  my  head,  at- 
tended with  ficknefs  at  my  ftomach ; fo  that 
every  flep  I took  was  difirefling  to  me.  I had 
little  hope,  but  that  I mud  lie  in  the  woods  all 
night.  But  about  nine  o’clock  I found  a houfe, 
and  was  kindly  entertained.  Thus  I have  fre- 
quently been  expofed  : but  God  has  hitherto  pre- 
ferved  me;  blefled  be  his  name.  Such  fatigues 
and  hardfhips  ferve  to  wean  me  from  the  earth;  : 
and  will  make  heaven  the  fweeter.  Formerly, 
when  I was  thus  expofed,  I was  ready  to  pleafe 
myfelf  with  the  thoughts  of  a comfortable  houfe, 
a warm  fire,  and  other  outward  comforts  ; 
but  now  thefe  have  lefs  place  in  my  heart, 
(through  the  grace  of  Godj  and  mv  eye  is  more 
to  God  for  comfort.  In  this  world  I expeft  tri- 
bulation, and  it  does  not  now  appear  flrange  to 
me.  I do  not  in  feafons  of  difficulty  flatter  my-  1 
felf  that  it  will  be  better  hereafter;  but  rather  ■ 
think,  how  much  worfe  it  might  be;  how  much 
greater  trials  others  of  God's  children  have  endur-  ; 
ed  ; and  how  much  greater  may  be  referved  for  i 
me.  Blefled  be  God,  that  he  makes  the  thoughts  : 
of  my  journey ’s-end  a great  comfort  to  me,  un-  • 
der  my  fharpefl  trials  : and  fcarce  ever  lets  thefe 
thoughts  be  attended  with  terror  ; but  frequently  ' 
with  great  joy. 
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[Within  the  next  twelve  days  he  fpent  much 
time  in  hard  labour,  to  make  a little  cottage,  to 
live  in  by  himfelf.] 

Thurfday,  December  6.  Having  now  a hap. 
pv  opportunity  of  being  retired  in  a houfe  of  my 
own  ; I fet  apart  this  day  for  fecret  prayer  and 
fading,  to  implore  the  bleffing  of  God  on  myfelf, 
on  my  poor  people,  on  my  friends,  and  on  the 
church  of  God.  And  now  God  was  pleafed  to 
give  me  a nifcovery  of  the  plague  of  my  oxvn  heart , 
more  affefting  than  I have  of  late  had.  And  ef- 
'peciaUy  I faw  my  finfulnefs  in  this,  that  when 

( God  had  withdraxjun  himfelf,  inflead  of  living  and 
dying  in  purjuit  of  him,  I have  been  difpofed  to 
one  of  thefe  two  things,  either  to  yield  an  un- 
becoming refpefl  to  fome  earthly  objects,  as  if 
happinefs  were  to  be  derived  from  them  : or  to 
be  {ecta\\y  froward  arid  impatiently  defirous  of 
death.  That  which  often  drove  me  to  this  impa- 
tient defire  of  death,  was  a defpair  of  doing  any 
good.  But  now  God  made  me  fenfble  of  my 
fin,  and  enabled  me  to  cry  to  him  for j or givenefs . 
Yet  this  was  not  all  I wanted  : for  my  foul  ap- 
peared exceedingly  polluted  ; and  I wanted  to 
be  puiified  “ by  the  blood  of  fprinkling  that 
cleanfeth  from  all  fin.”  And  this  I was  enabled 
to  pray  for  in  faith.  I enjoyed  much  more  in- 
tenfenefs,  fervency,  and  fpirituality  than  I ex- 
pelled ; God  was  better  to  me  than  my  fears.  I 
was  enabled  to  perfevere  in  prayer  till  the  even- 
ing : I faw  fo  much  need  of  divine  help,  that  l 

knew 
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knew  not  how  to  leave  off,  and  had  forgot  that  I 
needed  food. 

Lord’s-day,  December  g.  I preached  both 
parts  of  the  day  at  a place  called  Gteenu'ick,  about 
ten  miles  from  my  own  houfe.  In  the  firft  dif- 
courfe  I had  fcarce  any  warmth.  In  the  inter- 
miffion  feafon  I got  alone  among  the  bufhes,  and 
cried  to  God  being  in  anguifh,  that  I could  not 
addrefs  fouls  with  more  compaffion  and  tender 
affeftion  ; which  I faw  I could  not  get  of  myfeif, 
any  more  than  I could  make  a world.  In  the  latter 
exercife,  fcleffed  be  the  Lord,  I had  fome  fer- 
vency, both  in  prayer  and  preaching;  and  in 
the  application  I was  enabled  to  addrefs  precious 
fouls  with  affection,  tendernefs,  and  importuni- 
ty. The  Spirit  of  God  was  there  ; the  effects 
were  apparent,  tears  running  down  many  cheeks. 

Monday,  December  10.  I rode  home,  bleffed 
God  for  his  gooddefs ; and  rejoiced,  that  fo 
much  of  my  work  was  done,  and  I lo  much 
nearer  my  reward. 

Wednefday,  December  12.  I was  very  weak, 
but  enabled  with  fweetnefs  to  crv,  “ Come,  Lord 
]efus!  come  quickly.”  My  foul  “longed  for 
God,  for  the  living  God.”  O how  delightful  it 
is,  to  pray  under  fuch  influences!  How  much 
better  than  one’s  riecejfary  food!  I bad  at  this 
time  no  difpofrtion  to  eat,  (though  late  in  the 
morning)  for  earthly  food  appeared  wholly  tafle- 
iefs. — I viined  unci  preached  to  the  Indians,  in 
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he  afternoon ; but  under  much  deje£lion.  I 
ound  mv  interpreter  under  fome  concern  for  his 
oul ; which  was  fome  comfort  to  me.  I longed 
;reatly  for  his  converfion,  poured  out  my  foul  to 
Hod  for  him ; and  was  enabled  to  leave  all  with 
Hod. 

Thurfday,  December  13.  I fpent  the  day  in 
ailing  and  prayer,  to  implore  the  divine  blelling, 
|nore  efpecially  on  my  poor  people  ; in  particular 
or  my  interpreter,  and  three  or  four  more  under 
ome  concern  for  their  fouls : but  in  the  evenino- 
t feemed  as  if  I had  need  to  pray  for  nothing  fo 
nuch  as  for  the  pardon  of  fins  committed  in  ihe 
lav  pall.  The  fins  I had  moll  fenfe  of,  were 
wide,  and  wandering  thoughts. 

Lord’s-day,  December  16.  I was  fo  over- 
whelmed with  deieftion,  that  1 knew  not  how  to 
ive:  I longed  for  death  exceedingly  : mv  foul 
vas  Junk  into  deep  waters,  and  the  jloods  were 
eady  to  drown  me:  I was  fo  much  oppi elled, 
hat  my  foul  was  in  a kind  of  horror  : I had  no 
lillreffing; doubt  about  my  own  Hate;  but  would 
|iave  chearfuliy  ventured  into  eternity.  While  I 
vas  going  to  preach  to  the  Indians,  my  fou.  was 
n anguilh  ; I He  [paired  of  doing  any  good.  But 
;t  lafl  I infilled  on  the  evidence  of  Chriiiianity 
rom  the  miracles  of  Chrift  : and  God  helped  me. 
Jo  make  a clofe  application  to  thofe  that  refufed 
0 believe.  I was  encouraged  lo  find,  that  God 
nabled  me  to  be  faithful  once  more.  Then  I 
vent  and  preached  to  another  company  of  them  ; 

but 
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but  was  very  weary  and  faint,  In  the  evening 
I was  fomething  refrefhed,  and  enabled  to  pray 
and  praife  God  with  compofure  and  affection : I 
was  now  willing  to  live,  and  longed  to  do  more 
for  God  than  my  weak  (late  of  body  would  ad- 
mit of.  “ I can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  that 
drengthens  me;”  and  I am  willing  to  fpend.  and 
be  [pent  in  his  fervice. 

Tuefday,  December  18.  I went  to  the  Indi- 
ans, and  difcourfed  to  them  near  an  hour,  and  at 
lad  God  helped  me  to  fpeak  with  warmth.  My 
interpreter  alfo  was  amazingly  aflided;  and  I 
doubt  not  but  “ the  Spirit  of  God  was  upon  him.” 
And  prefently  mod  of  the  grown  perfons  were 
much  affefted,  and  the  tears  ran  down  their 
cheeks  : and  one  old  man  (I  fuppofe  an  hundred 
years  old)  was  fo  affefted,  that  he  wept,  and 
feemed  convinced  of  the  importance  of  what  I 
taught  them.  I daid  with  them  a confiderable 
time,  exhorting  them  ; and  came  away,  lifting 
up  my  heart  to  God,  and  encouraged  my  inter- 
preter to  “ drive  to  enter  in  at  the  drait  gate.” 

Thurfdav,  January  5,  1744-5-  Being  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  great  want  of  the  out-pouring  of  God's 
Spirit,  I fpent  this  day  in  fading  and  prayer,  to 
feek  fo  great  a mere)-  for  mvfelf,  and  my  poor 
people  in  particular,  and  for  the  church  of  God 
in  general. 

Saturday,  January  5.  I was  much  difordered 
in  my  head.  I was  didrelTed  with  a fenfe  of  my 
(piritual  pollution,  and  ten  thoufand  youthful, 

vea. 
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yea,  and  childifh  follies : all  which  appeared 
now  frefh,  and  in  a lively  view,  as  if  committed 
yefferday. 

Wednefday,  January  9.  In  the  morning,  God 
w’as  pleafed  to  -remove  that  gloom  which  has  of 
late  oppreffed  my  mind,  and  gave  me  freedom 
and  fweetnefs  in  prayer.  I was  encouraged  to 
plead  for  grace  for  myfelf,  and  mercy  for  my 
poor  Indians : and  was  fweetly  affifled  in  rhy  in- 
terceffions  with  God  for  others.  Thofe  things 
that  of  late  have  appeared  almofl  impoffible,  were 
now  not  only  pofTtble,  but  eafy.  My  foul  fo 
much  delighted  to  continue  inflant  in  prayer,  that 
I had  no  defire  for  my  necrjfary food : )ea,  I 
dreaded  leaving  off  praying,  led  I fhould  lofe 
this  fpirituality,  and  this  bleffed  thankfulnefs.  I 
felt  now  quite  willing  to  live,  and  undergo  all 
trials  that  might  remain  for  me  in  a world  of  bor- 
row ; but  hill  longed  for  heaven,  that  I might 
glorify  God  in  a perfect  manner. 

Monday,  January  14.  I fpent  this  day  under 
a great  degree  of  bodily  diforder.  It  pains  me, 
that  I live  fo  much  of  my  time  for  nothing.  I 
lonrr  to  do  much  in  a little  time,  and  if  it  might 

tD  — ' 

be  the  Lord’s  will,  to  fnijh  my  work  fpeedily  in 
this  tirefome  world.  I am  fure,  I do  not  defire 
to  live  for  any  thing  in  this  world  ; and  through 
■ grace  I am  not  afraid  to  look  tire  king  of  terrors 
in  the  face:  I know,  I (hall  be  afraid,  if  God 
leaves  me  ; and  therefore  I think  it  is  always  my 
dutvto  lay  in  for  that  folemn  hour.  ";fBut  for  a 
^ol.  XII.  G con- 
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confiderable  time,  my  foul  has  rejoiced  to  think 
of  death  in  its  neared  approaches  ; and  even 
when  I have  been  very  weak,  and  feemed  near- 
eft  eternity.  “ Not  unto  me,  not  unto  me,  but 
to  God  be  the  glory.”  I feel  that  which  con- 
vinces me,  that  if  God  do  not  enable  me  to  main- 
tain a holy  dependence  upon  him,  death  will  be 
a terror,  but  at  prefent,  I muft  fay,  “ I long  to 
depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift.”  When  I am  in  a 
fweet  refigned  frame  of  foul,  I am  willing  to 
tarry  in  a world  of  forrow,  I am  willing  to  be 
from  home  as  long  as  God  fees  fit  ; but  when  I 
want  the  influence  of  this  temper,  I am  then  apt 
to  be  impatient  to  be  gone. — Oh  when  will  the 
day  appear,  that  I ihall  be  perfect  in  holinefs. 

Wednesday  and  Thurfday,  January  16,  17. 
I fpent  moll  of  the  time  in  writing  on  a divine 
fubjeft,  and  enjoyed  freedom  and  aftiftance.  O 
what  reafon  have  1 to  be  thankful,  that  God  ever 
helps  me  to  labour  and  ftudy  for  him  ! He  does 
but  receive  las  own,  when  I am  enabled  in  any 
meafure  to  ptaife  him,  labour  for  him,  and  live 
to  him. 

Lord's  day,  January  27.  I had  the  greateft 
degree  of  inward  anguifb,  that  ever  I endured  : 
I was  perfeflly  overwhelmed,  and  fo  confufed, 
that  after  I began  to  cliicourfe  to  the  Indians,  be- 
fore I could  finifh  a fentence,  fometimes  I for- 
got entirely  what  I was  a ming  at.  This  diftref- 
fing  gloom  never  went  off  the  whole  day  : but 
was  fo  far  removed,  that  I was  enabled  to  fneak 

with 
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with  fome  freedom  to  the  Indians,  at  two  of 
their  fettlements ; and  there  was  fome  appearance, 
of  the  prefence  of  God  with  us.  In  the  evening 
the  gloom  continued  flill,  till  at  family-prayer,!* 
when  I was  praying  for  the  conver fion  of  my 
poor  people,  the  cloud  was  fcattered,  fo  that  I 
enjoyed  fweetnefs  and  freedom,  and  conceived 
hopes  that  God  defigned  mercy  for  them. 

Lord’s-day,  February  3.  In  the  morning,  I 
was  fomewhat  relieved  of  that  gloom,  that  my 
mind  has  of  late  been  exercifed  with  ; and  was 
enabled  to  pray  with  compofure  and  comfort. 
But,  however,  I went  to  my  Indians  trembling ; 
for  my  foul  “ remembered  the  wormwood  and 
the  gall'’  of  Friday  la fl ; and  I was  greatly  afraid 
I fhould  be  obliged  again  to  drink  of  that  cup  of 
trembling,  which  was  inconceivably  more  bitter 
than  death.  But  God  was  pleafed  to  hear  my 
cries,  and  to  afford  me  great  afliffance  ; fo  that 
I felt  peace  in  my  foil! ; and  was  fatisfied, 
that  if  not  one  of  the  Indians  fhould  be  profited 
yet  I fhould  be  accepted  and  rewarded  as  faithful, 
* Monday,  February  11.  In.  the  evening  I 
■was  in  a molt  folemn  frame:  I know  not  that 
ever  death  appeared  more  real  to  me,  or  that 
ever  I faw  myfelf  in  the  condition  of  a dead 
corpfe,  laid  out,  and  dreffed  for  a lodging;  in  the 
G 2 filent 

+ Though  Mr.  Brainerd  now  dwelt  by  himfelf  in  the  little  cot- 
tage, which  he  had  built  for  his  own  life  ; yet  that  v as  near  a J i~ 
mil?  of  white  peot  le  with  whom  he  had  lived  before,  and  with 
whom  he  ftill  attended  family-prayer. 
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filent  grave,  fo  evidently.  And  yet  I felt  ex- 
ceedingly comfortable  ; my  mind  was  compofed 
and  calm,  and  death  appeared  without  a Jlivg.  I 
never  felt  fuch  an  univerfal  mortification  to  all 
created  objects.  Oh,  how  great  and  folemn  a 
thing  it  appeared  to  die  ! How  it  lays  the  greateff 
honour  in  the  dull ! And  how  vain  and  trifling 
did  the  riches,  honours,  and  pleafures  of  the 
world  appear  ! I could  not  fo  much  as  think  of 
any  of  them  ; for  death,  death , folemn  (though 
not  frightful)  death  appeared  at  the  door.  I 
could  fee  myfelf  laid  out,  and  inclofed  in  my 
coffin,  and  put  down  into  the  cold  grave,  without 
terror!  I fpent  the  evening  in  converfing  with 
a Chriftian  friend;  audit  v.as  a comfortable 
evening- to  us  both. — What  are  friends?  What 
are  comforts  ? What  are  furrows  ? What  are  dif- 
tretTes?— — “ The  time  is  fhort it  remains,  that 
they  that  weep,  be  as  though  they  wept  not ; and 
they  which  rejoice,  as  though  they  rejoiced  not : 
for  the  fafhion  of  this  world  palfeth  away.  O 
come,  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly. 

Ftiday,  February  15.  I had  a fweet  fenfe  of 
the  free  grace  of  the  gofpel  : mv  fold  was  en- 
couraged, warmed,  and  quickened,  and  my  de- 
fires drawn  out  alter  God  in  prayer ; being  airaid 
of  lcfing  fo  fweet  a gueft  as  I then  entertained.  I 
longed  to  proclaim  the  grace  I then  meditated 
upon,  to  the  world  of  (inners. — O how  quick  and 
porvegful  is  the  word  of  the  Welled  God  ! 

Lord’s  day,  February  17.  I preached  to  the 

white 
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zuhite  people  in  the  wildernefs,  upon  the  funny 
fide  of  a hill  : I had  a confiderable  affembly,  con- 
lifting  of  people  that  lived  (many  of  them)  thirty 
miles  afunder.  I difcourfed  to  them,  from  John 
vii.  37.  “ Jefus  ftood  and  cried,  faying,  If  any 

man  thirft,”  &c.  In  the  afternoon  it  pleafed  God 
to  grant  me  great  fervency  ; I was  enabled  to 
imitate  the  example  of  Chrift,  who  Jlood  and  cri- 
ed.— I was  fcarce  ever  enabled  to  offer  the  free 
grace  of  God  to  perifhing  finners  with  more  free- 
dom and  plainnefs.  O that  I could  for  ever 
blefs  God  for  the  mercy  of  this  day,  who,  “ an- 
fwered  me  in  the  joy  of  my  heart.” 

Lord’s-day,  February  24.  My  interpreter  be- 
ing abfent,  I knew  not  how  to  perform  my  work 
among  the  Indians.  However,  I rode  to 
the  Indians,  and  got  a Dutchman  to  inter- 
pret, though  he  was  but  poorly  qualified.  Af- 
terwards I preached  to  a few  white  people  from 
John  vi.  67.  O the  free  grace  of  Chrift,  that  lie 
feafonably  minds  his  people  of  their  danger  of 
back/liding,  and  invites  them  to  perfevere  in  their 
adherence  to  himfelf ! I faw  that  backjliding  fouls 
might  return,  and  welcome,  to  him  immediately ; 
without  any  thing  to  recommend  them  ; notwith- 
ftanding  all  their  former  backflidi ngs-  And  I 
felt  folemn,  devout,  and  fweet,  refting  on  him 
for  affiftance,  acceptance,  and  peace  of  confci- 
ence. 

* Wednefday,  March  6.  I fpent  mod  of  the 
day  in  preparing  for  a journey  to  New-England, 
G 3 and. 
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and  in  prayer,  with  a reference  to  my  journey. 
I was  afraid  I fhuuld  forfake  the  fountain  of  liv- 
ing waters,  and  attempt  to  derive  fatisfaftion 
from  broken  cijlerns ray  dear  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance. I looked  to  God  to  keep  me  from- 
this  vanity  in  fpecial,  as  well  as  others.  To- 
wards night,  I was  vilited  by  fome  friends,  who 
difcovered  an  .iFectiorrate  regard  to  me,  and 
feemed  grieved  that  I was  about  to  leave  them; 
efpecially  feeing  I did  not  expebl  to  make  any 
confiderable  itay  among  them,  n I lhould  H\  e to 
return  from  New-England.+  O how  kind  nas 
Godbeentome!  How  has  he  railed  up  friends 
in  every  place,  where  his  providence  has  called 
me! 

[The  next  day,  he  fet  out  on  his  journey ; and 
it  was  above  five  weeks  before  he  returned. — The 
fpecial  defign  o.  this  journey  was“  To  raife  fome 
money  among  Chriftian  friends,  in  order  to  fup- 
port  a collegue  with  me  in  the  wildernefs,  (I  hav- 
ing row  fpent  two  years  in  a very  folitary  man- 
ner) that  we  might  be  together;  as  Chrilt  fent 
out  his  difciples  two  and  two.”  He  firlt  went 
into  various  parts  of  New-Jerfey,  then  to  New- 
York ; and  from  thence  into  New  - England. 
He  then  returned  into  New-Jerfey.  Hefeems, 
for  the  moll  part,  to  have  been  free  from  melan- 
choly in  this  journey' ; and  many'’  times  to  have 

had 

+ It  feems,  he  had  a defign  to  remove  and  live  among  the  In- 
dians at  Sufquahannah  river. 
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had  extraordinary  affiflance  in  public  miniflra- 
tions.j 

Saturday,  April  ig.  I rode  home  to  my 
own  houfe.  Blefled  be  the  Lord,  who  has 
preferved'  me  in  this  tedious  journey.  Verily 
it  is  God  that  has  upheld  me,  and  guarded  my 
goings. 

[This  week,  he  went  a journey  to  Philadel- 
phia, in  order  to  engage  the  Governor  there  to 
life  his  mtereft  with  the  chief  man  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, [with  whom  he  maintained  a drift  friend- 
fhip)  that  he  would  give  him  leave  to  live  at  Suf- 
quahannah,  and  inftruft  the  Indians  that  are 
within  their  territories. i 

Lord’s-day,  April  21.  In  the  feafon  of  the 
communion,  I had  comfortable  apprehenfions  of 
the  bhfsful  communion  of  God’s  people,  when 
they  lhall  meet  at  their  Father’s  table  in  his  king- 
dom.— In  the  afternoon  I preached  abroad,  from 
Rev.  xiv.  4.  “ Thefe  are  they  that  follow  the 

Lamb,”  &c.  God  was  pleafed  to  give  me  great 
freedom  and  clearnefs,  but  not  fo  much  warmth 
as  before.  However,  there  was  a mod  amazing 
attention  in  the  whole  affembly;  and,  as  I was 
informed  afterwards,  this  was  a fweet  feafon  to 
many. 

G 4 Tuefday, 

t The  Indians  at  Sufquahannah  are  a mixed  company  of  many 
nations,  fpeaking  various  languages,  and  few  of  them  properly  of 
the  Six  Nations.  But  yet  the  country  having  formerly  been  con- 
quered by  the  Six  Nations,  they  claim  the  land  ; and  the  Sufqua* 
hannah-Indians  are  a kind  of  vaffalsto  them. 
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Tuefday,  April  23.  I returned  home  to  the 
Porks  of  Delaware  ; enjoyed  fome  (wee:  medita' 
tions  on  the  road,  and  was  enabled  to  lift  up  my 
heart  to  God  in  prayer  and  praife. 

Friday,  April  26.  I felt  a fpirit  of  mortifica- 
tion to  the  world,  in  a very  great  degree.  Af- 
terwards 1 was  enabled  to  rely  on  God  i weedy, 
for  “ all  things  pertaining  to  life  and  god  briefs.1* 
Juft  in  the  evening,  I was  vifitedby  a dear  Chrif- 
tian  friend,  with  whom  I fpent  an  hour  or  two  in 
converfanon,  on  the  very  foul  of  religion.  There 
are  many  with  whom  I can  talk  about  religion ; 
but  alas ! I find  few  with  whom  I can  ta.k  rei  gion 
itfAj : but,  bleffed  be  the  Lord,  there  are  fome 
that  love  to  feed  on  the  kernel,  rather  than  the 
fhell 

[The  next  day,  he  went  to  the  Irifh  fetdement 
about  fifteen  miles  diftant : where  he  fpen;  the 
fabbath  On  Monday,  he  returned  very  weak, 
to  his  own  lodgings.] 

Tuefday,  April  30.  I was  fcarce  able  to  walk 
about,  and  was  obliged  to  lie  on  the  bed,  much 
of  the  day;  being  neither  able  to  read,  meditate, 
nor  pray,  and  having  none  to  converfe  with 
in  that  wddernefs.  Oh,  how  heavily  does  time 
pafs  away,  when  I can  do  nothing  to  any  good 
purpofe  ? 

Thurfday,  May  2.  In  the  evening,  being  a 
little  better  in  health,  I walked  into  the  woods, 
and  enjoyed  a fweet  feafon  of  meditation  and 

prayer. 
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prayer.  My  thoughts  ran  upon  Ffal.  xvii. 
15.  “ I Hi  all  be  fatisfied,  when  I awake  with 
thy  likenefs.”  I longed  to  preach  to  the  whole 
world  ; and  it  feemed  to  me,  they  mu  ft  needs  all 
be  melted  in  hearing  fuch  precious  truths,  as  I 
had  then  a view  of. — BlelTed  be  the  Lord,  that 
in  my  prefent  weaknefs,  my  mind  is  not  gloomy, 
as  at  home  other  times. 

Tuefday,  May  7.  I fpent  the  day  chiefly  in 
making  preparation  for  a journey  into  the  wilder- 
nefs.  I was  ftill  weak,  and  concerned  how  I 
fhould  perform  it.  I fpent  fome  time  in  prayer 
for  the  divine  bl effing ; but  wanted  bodily  flrength 
to  fpend  the  day  in  faffing  and  prayer. 

[The  next  day,  he  fet  out  on  his  journey  to- 
Sufquahannah,  with  his  interpreter.  He  endur- 
ed great  hardlhips  in  his  way  thither  through  a 
hideous  wildernefs:  where,  after  having  lodged 
one  night  in  the  open  woods,  he  was  overtaken, 
with  a north-eaflerly  florin,  in  which  he  was  rea- 
dy to  perifh.  Having  no  lhelter,  and  not  being 
able  to  make  a fire  in  fo  great  a rain,  he  could 
have  no  comfort  if  he  ffopt ; therefore  determin- 
ed to  go  forward  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  fome 
fhelter,  without  which  he  thought  it  impoffible 
he  fhould  live  the  night  through.  But  their 
horfes  happening  to  have  eat  poifonons  plants  at 
a place  where  they  lodged  the  night  before,,  -were 
fo  fick  that  they  could  neither  ride  nor  lead  them,, 
but  were  obliged  to  drive  them  before  them,  un- 
& 5t  ' til! 
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til  through  the  mercy  of  God  [juft  at  dufk;  they 
came  to  aba:k-hut,  where  they  lodged  that  night. 
After  he  came  to  Sufquahannah,  he  travelled 
about  an  hundred  miles  on  the  river,  vifited  ma- 
ny towns  and  fettlements  of  the  Indians;  and 
preached  to  different  nations,  by  different  inter- 
preters, He  was  fometimes  much  difcouraged, 
through  the  oppofition  that  appeared  in  the  In- 
dians to  Chriftianity.  At  other  times,  he  was 
encouraged  by  the  difpofition,  that  fome  of  them 
manifefted  to  hear,  and  to  be  inftructed.  He 
here  met  with  fome  that  had  formerly  been  his 
hearers  at  Kaunaumeek,  who  faw  and  heard  him 
again  with  great  joy.  He  fpent  a fortnight  among 
the  Indians ; paffed  through  confiderable,  hard- 
{hips,  frequently  lodging  on  the  ground,  and 
fometimes  in  the  open  air  ; and  at  length  fell  ex- 
treme! y ill,  as  he  was  riding  in  the  wildernefs, 
being  feized  with  an  ague,  followed  with  ex- 
treme pains  in  his  head  and  bowels,  and  a great 
evacuation  of  blood  ; fo  that  he  thought  he  mult 
have  perifhed.  But  at  laft  coming  to  an  Indian 
trader's  hut,  he  got  leave  to  ftay  there  : and 
though  without  pbyfic  or  proper  food,  it  pleafed 
God,  after  about  a week,  to  relieve  him  fo  far 
that  he  was  able  to  ride.  He  returned  home- 
wards from  Juncauta,  an  iilatid  far  down  the 
river;  where  v.7as  a considerable  number  of  In- 
dians, who  appeared  more  free  from  prejudices 
again  ft  Chriftianity,  than  moft  of  the  other  In- 
dians. He  arrived  at  the  Forks  of  Delaware  on 

Thun  day. 
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Thurfday,  May  go,  after  having  rode  in  this 
journey  about  three  Hundred  and  fom  miles. 
He  came  home  in  a very  weak  Hate.  However, 
on  the  fabbatb,  after  having  preached  to  the  In- 
dians, he  preached  to  the  white  people,  withfuc- 
cefs,  from  Ila.  liii.  10.  “ Yet  it  nleafed  the 

Lord  to  bruife  him,”  &c.  fome  being  awakened 
by  his  preaching.] 

Wednefdav,  June  5.  I felt  tinnting  defires 
after  God,  and  enjoyed  a precious  feafon  of  re- 
tirement : divine  things  opened  with  clearnefs 
and  certainty,  and  had  a divine  damp  upon  them: 
my  foul  was  alfo  enlarged  and  refrefhed  in  pray- 
er ; I delighted  to  continue  in  the  duty  : and  was 
fweetly  afhfied  in  praying  for  my  fellow'. Cbrifli- 
ans,  and  my  dear  brethren  in  the  minihry.  O 
what  a bleffednefs  it  is,  to  be  as  much  like  Gad, 
as  it  is  pofhble  to-be  ! Lord,  give  me  more  of 
th)  likenefs-,  “ I f la  a 1 1 be  fatisfied,  when  I awake 
with  it.” 

[Friday,  June  7.  He  went  a journey  of  near 
fifty  miles  to  Nefhaminy,  to  afiift  at  a facratnen- 
tal  occafion.] 

Saturday,  June  8.  I was  exceeding  weak  and 
fatigued  with  riding  in  the  heat  yellerday  ; but 
being  defired,  I preached  in  the  afternoon,  to  a 
crouded  audience,  from  Ifa.  xl.  1.  “ Comfort 

ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  faith  your  God.” 
God  was  pleafed  to  give  me  great  freedom. 
And,  blefTedbe  the  Lord,  it  was  a fweet  melting 
fe-afon  in  the  affembly. 

G 6 
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Lord’s  day,  June  9.  I difcourfed  with  re- 
ference ■ that  lacred  paffage,  Ua.  liii.  xo.  “ Yet 
it  o’eafed  hie  Lord  to  bruife  him.”  * God  gave 
me  great  afliftance  in  adfch  effing  (inners : and  the 
worn  was  attended  win;  amazing  power ; many 
fcores,  if  not  hundreds,  in  that  great  affembly, 
confiding  of  three  or  four  thoufand,  were  much 
afle&ed  ; fo  that  there  was  a “ very  great  mourn- 
ing, like  the  mourning  of  Hadadrimmon." — In 
the  evening,  I could  hardly  look  any  body  in  the 
face,  becaufe  of  the  imperfections  I faw  in  my 
performances  in  the  day  pad. 

Tuefday,  June  1 1.  I fpent  the  day  mainly  in 
converfation  with  Chriftian  friends;  and  enjoved 
a iweet  fenfe  of  divine  things.  O how  defirable 
it  is,  to  keep  company  with  God’s  children ! 
Thefe  are  the  “ excellent  ones  of  the  earth,  in 
whom,”  I can  truly  fay,  “ is  all  my  delight.”  O 
what  delight  will  it  afford,  to  meet  them  all  in  a 
fbateof  perfefftion ! Lord,  prepare  me  for  that  date. 

Tuefday,  June  18.  I fet  out  from  New- 
Bruniwick  with  a defign  to  vifit  fome  Indians  at 
a place  called  Croficeeb/ung  in  New-Jerfey,  to- 
wards the  fea.h  In  the  afternoon  I came  to 

Cranberry , 

+ Mr.  Brainsrd  having-,  when  at  Boftcn,  wrote  and  left  with 
a fl  ier  d a brief  relation  of  his  labouis  with  the  Indians,  duiing. 
the  ice  of  time  between  November  5,  1744,  and  June  ia, 
a 74W  concludes  with  this  pa(Ta?e:  “As  my  body  was  very 
feebif,  fo  my  mind  was  fcargecver  fo  much  discouraged  about 
the  onrerfion  of  the  Indians  as  at  this  time.  And  in  : his  ftate 
of  body  and  mind  I made  my  Sell  vifit  to  the  Indians  in  New 
Jet  fey-. 
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Cranberry , and  meeting  with  a ferious  minifter, 
lodged  with  him. 

ry 


PART  VII. 

I From  his  firjl  beginning  to  preach  to  the  Indians  at 
Crojmeekfung,  till  he  returned  from  his  laf  jour- 
ney to  Sufquahannah. 


'E.  are  now  come  to  that  part  of  Mr. 
Brainerd’s  life,  wherein  he  had  his 
greateft  J'uccefs.  After  all  his  agonizing  in  prayer, 
and  travelling  in  birth,  for  the  converfion  of  the 

O 1 

Indians;  and  after  waiting  in  a way  of  perfever- 
ing  prayer,  labour,  and  buffering,  as  it  were 
through  a long  night ; at  length  the  day  dawns  t 
“ Weeping  continues  for  a night,  but  joy  comes 
in  the  morning..  Pie  went  forth  weeping,  bear- 
ing precious  feed,  and  now  he  comes  with  re- 
joicing, bringing  his  Iheaves  with  him.”  The 
defired  event  is  brought  to  pafs  at  laft;  but  at  a 
time,  and  in  a place,  that  fcarce  ever  entered 
into  his  heart.  An  account  of  this  is  here  in- 
fer! ed,  as  it  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Brainerd  bim- 
felf,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  the  honourable 
fociety  in  Scotland.] 

Wednefday,  June  19.  Having  fpent  mod  of 
my  time  for  more  than  a year  pad  among  the 
Indians  in  the  Forks  of  Delaware  in  Penfylvania; 

and 
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and  having  in  that  time  made  two  journeys  to 
-Sufquahannah  river,  far  back  in  that  province, 
in  order  to  treat  with  the  Indians  there,  refpect- 
ing  Chrifrianity  ; and  not  having  had  anv  confi- 
derable  fuccefs  in  either  of  thofe  places;  upon 
hearing  that  there  was  a number  of  Indians  in  a 
place  called  (by  the  Indians)  Crofweekfung  in 
New-Jerfey,  near  fourfcore  miles  fouth-eafhvard 
from  the  Forks  of  Delaware,  I determined  to 
make  them  a vifit,  and  fee  what  might  be  done 
towards  the  Chrilfianizing  of  them  ; and  accord- 
ingly  arrived  among  them  this  day. 

1 found  very  few  perfons  at  the  place  I vifited, 
and  perceived  the  Indians  in  thefe  parts  were 
much  fcattered,  there  being  not  more  than  two 
or  three  families  in  a place,  and  thefe  fmall  fet- 
tlements,  fix,  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  and  thirty 
miles,  and  fome  more,  from  the  place  I was  then, 
at.  Flowever,  I preached  to  thofe  few  who  ap- 
peared well-difpofed,  and,  not  inclined  to  cavil, 
as  the  Indians  had  frequently  done  elfewhere. 

When  I had  concluded  my  clifcourfe,  I in- 
formed them  (there  being  none  but  a few  women 
and  children)  that  I would  willingly  vifit  them 
again  the  next  day.  Whereupon  they  readily 
fet  out,  and  travelled  ten  or  fifteen  miles,  in  or- 
der to  give  notice  to  feme  of  their  friends  at  that 
diflance.  Thefe  women,  like  the  woman  of 
Samaria,  feemed  defirous  that  others  might  “ fee 
the  man  that  told  them,  what  thev  had  done"  in 

their 
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!■  their  lives  paft,  and  the  mifery  that  attended  their 
idolatrous  ways. 

Thurfday,  June  20.  Towards  night,  I preached 
to  the  Indians  again  ; and.  had  more  hearers  than 
before.  In  the  evening,  I enjoyed  peace  and 
ferenity  of  mind,  compofure  and  comfort  in 
prayer;  and  was  enabled  to  lift  up  my  head  with 
joy,  under  an  apprehenfton  that  my  redemption 
draws  nigh.  Oh,  bleffed  be  God,  that  there  re- 
mains a reft  to  his  poor  weary  people  ! 

Friday,  June  21.  I was  refrefhed  in  fee  ret 
prayer  ; but  faw  myfelf  a poor  worthlefs  creature. 


without  wifdom  to  direft,  or  ftrength  to  help  my- 
felf. Bleffed  be  God,  that  lays  me  under  a happy 
neceinty  of  living  upon  himfeif! 

Saturday,  June  22.  About  noon,  I rode  to 
the  Indians  again  ; and  near  night  preached  to 
about  thirty  of  them.  I found  my  body  much 
hrengthened,  and  was  enabled  to  fpeak  vrith 
abundant  plainnefs  and  warmth.  And  the 
power  of  God  evidently  attended  the  word;  fo 
that  fundry  perfons  were  brought  under  great 
concern  for  their  fouls,  and  made  to  fhed  many 
tears,  and  to  wifh  for  Chrift  to  fave  them.  Mv 
foul  was  much  refrefhed,  and  quickened  in  my 
work  ; and  I could  not  but  fpend  much  time  with 
them,  in  order  to  open:  both  their  mifery  and 
remedy.  While  riding,  before  I came  to  the 
Indians,  I was  enabled  to  cry  to  God  almoft  in- 


ceffantly.  In  the  evening  alfo  I'found  the  confo- 
lations  of  God  were  not  fma.ll:  I was  then  willing 


to 
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*o  live,  and  in  fome  refpefts  defirous  of  it,  that 
I might  do  fomething  for  the  kingdom  of  Chrift; 
and  yet  death  appeared  pleafant  : fo  that,  I was  ; 
in  a ftrait  between  two.  I am  often  weary  of 
this  world  ; but  it  is  defirable  to  be  drawn,  rather 
than  driven  out  of  it. 

Lord’s  day,  June  23.  I preached  to  the 
Indians  and  fpent  the  day  with  them.— — 
Their  number  fliil  increafed;  and  all  with 
one  confent  fetmed  'o  rejoice  in  my  coming** 
among  them.  Not  a word  of  oppofnion 
was  heard  from  any,  although  in  times  pafi 
they  had  been  quite  oppofite  to  any  thing  of 
that  nature. 

June  24.  I preached  to  the  Indians  at  their  I 
defire,  and  upon  their  own  motion.  To  fee  -I 
poor  Pagans  defirous  of  hearing  the  gofpel  of  \ 
Chrift,  animated  me  to  difcourfe  to  them,  al- 
though  I was  very  weak,  and  my  fpirits  much  , 
exhaufted.  They  attended  with  the  greateft  fe-  I 
rioufnefs  and  diligence ; and  there  was  fome 
concern  apparent  among  them. 

June  27.  I vifued  and  preached  to  the 
Indians  again.  Their  number  now  amounted, 
to  about  forty  perfons.  Their  folemn  atten-  « 
tion  foil  continued;  and  a confiderable  concern  : 
for  their  fouls  was  apparent  among  fundry  of  1 
them. 

Friday  June  28.  The  Indians  being  now  ga- 
thered, a confiderable  number  of  them,  from 
their  feveral  diftant  habitations , requefied  me  to 

preach. 
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preach  twice  a day  to  them,  being  defirous  to 
hear  as  much  as  they  could  while  I was-  with 
them.  I chearfully  complied,  and  could  not 
but  admire  the  goodnefs  of  God,  who  had  in- 
clined them  to  enquire  after  the  v:ay  of  falva- 
tion. 

Saturday,  June  29.  I preached  twice  to  the 
Indians ; and  could  not  but  wonder  at  their  feri- 
oufnefs,  and  the  firidfnefs  of  their  attention. — - 
Blefied  be  God  that  has  inclined  their  hearts 
to  hear.  And  O how  refrefhing  it  is  to  me,  to 
fee  them  attend  with  fuch  uncommon  diligence 
and  afFefiion. 

I likewife  faw  the  hand  of  God  making  provi- 
fion  for  their  fubfiflence  together,  in  order  to 
their  being  inftru&ed.  For  this  day  and  the  day 
before,  with  only  walking  a little  way  from  the 
place  of  our  daily  meeting,  they  killed  three  deer , 
which  were  a feafonable  fupply  for  their  wants, 
and  without  which,  they  could  not  have  fub- 
fiiled  together  in  order  to  attend  the  means  of 
grace. 

Lord’s-day,  June  30.  I preached  twice  this 
da)'  alfo,  and  obferved  more  concern  and  affec- 
tion among  the  poor  Heathens  than  ever;  fo  that 
they  even  confirained  me  to  tarry  longer  with 
them  ; although  my  conflitution  was  much  im- 
paired by  the  late  fatigues  and  labours,  and  efpe- 
cially  by  my  late  journey  to  Sufquahannah. 

July  1.  I preached  again  twice  to  a very  feri- 
ous  and  attentive  affembly,  who  had  now  learn- 
ed 
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etl  to  attend  the  worDiip  of  God  with  Chrijtiam 
decency. 

1 here  were  now  between  forty  and  fifty  per- 
fons  of  them  prefent,  old  and  young. 

I fpent  fome  time  in  difcourfing  with  them  in- 
private, enquiring  what  they  remembered  o 'he 
great  truths  that  h:  ' been  aught  them.  It  as 
amazing  to  fee  hov  they  had  retained  the  mfi,  ac- 
tions given  them,  . i wha  knowledge  1 jff 
them  had  acquir  d n a few  days. 

July  2.  I was  ouliged  to  leave  thefe  I ns 

at  Crofweekft  ng,  thinking  it  my  duty,  w on*  | 

as  health  would  admit,  to  vi fit  thofe  at  the  xs 

of  Delaware.  When  I came  to  take  e 

of  them,  they  all  earneflly  enquired  when  I 
would  come  again,  and  expreffed  a great  defne 
of  being  farther  initrufted  : and  of  their  own  ac- 
cord agreed,  that  when  I fhould  come  again,, 
they  would  all  meet  and  live  together  during  my 
continuance  with  them  ; and  that  they  would  do- 
their  utmoft  endeavours  to  gather  all  the  other 
Indians  in  thefe  parts  that  were  farther  remote. 
And  when  I parted,  one  told  me  with  many  tears, 

“ She  wifhed  God  would  change  her  heart.” 
another,  that  “ She  wanted  to  find  Chrift:”  and 
an  old  man  that  had  been  one  of  their  chiefs , j 
wept  bitterly.  I then  promifed  them  to  return  as 
fpeedily  as  my  health  and  bufinefs  would  admit, 
and  felt  not  a little  concerned  at  parting,  leaft 
gqod  impreffions  might  wear  off. 

Afterwards 
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Afterwards  I rode  to  Brunfwick,  near  forty 
miles,  and  lodged  there.  I felt  my  heart  drawnr 
out  after  God  in-  prayer  aimoft  all  the  afternoon  : 
and  in  the  evening  could  not  help  crying  to  God 
for  thefe  poor  Indians;  and  after  I went  to  bed, 
my  heart  continued  to  go  out  to  God  for  them, 
till  I dropped  afleep. 

[He  was  now  fo  beat  out  by  conftant  preach- 
ing, that  he  found  it  neceffary  to  give  himfelf 
fome  relaxation.  He  fpent  therefore  about  a 
week  in  New-Jerfey,  vifiting  feveral  minifters, 
and  performing  fome  neceffary  bufinefs.  On 
Friday,  July  12.  He  arrived  at  his  own  houfe 
in  the  Forks  of  Delaware  ; continuing  hill  free 
from  melancholy  and  from  day  to  day  enjoying- 
freedom  and  refrefhment.J 

Lord’s-day,  July  14.  I difcourfed  to  the  In- 
dians twice,  feveral  of  whom  appeared  convinced 
of  their  fin  and  mifery  ; fo  that  they  wept  much 
the  whole  time  of  divine  fervice. 

Thurfday,  July  18.  I longed  to  fpend  the  lit- 
tle inch  of  time  I have  in  the  world  for  God  : 
Felt  a fpirit  of  ferioufnefs,  tendernefs,  and  de- 
votion, and  wifhed  to  fpend  the  whole  night  in 
prayer  and  communion  with  God. 

Friday,  July  19.  In  the  evening  I walked 
abroad  for  prayer  and  meditation,  and  enjoyed 
compofure  and  freedom  efpecially,  in  meditation 
on  Rev.  iii.  12.  “ Him  that  overcometh,  will 

1 make  a pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God.”  Oh, 
when  fhall  l go  no  more  out  from  the  fervice  and 

enjoyment 
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enjoyment  of  the  dear  Lord  ! Lord,  haften  the 
blelled  day. 

Lord’s-day,  July  21.  I preached  to  the  Indians 
find,  then  to  a number  of  white  people,  and  in  the 
afternoon  to  the  Indians  again. — Divine  truths 
feemed  to  make  very  confulerable  lmpreflions  up- 
on ieveral  of  them  and  caufed  tears  to  flow  freely 

Afterwards  I baptized  my  inteipreier  and  his 
wife,  the  find  I baptized  among  the  Indians. 

They  are  both  perfons  of  fome  experimental 
knowledge  in  religion  ; have  both  been  awakened  j 
to  a iolemn  concern  for  their  fouls  and  brought  to 
a fenfe  of  their  mifery  and  undonenefs  ; and  have 
both  been  comforted  with  divine  confolations. 

It  may  perhaps  be  fatisfaflory  that  I fhould 
give  fome  relation  of  his  experience  fince  he 
has  been  with  me. 

When  I firft  employed  him  in  the  beginning 
of  futnmer  1744,  he  was  well  fitted  for  his  work 
in  regard  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  Indian  and 
Englifir  language  ; and  in  regard  of  his  defire 
that  the  Indians  fhould  conform  to  the  cuftoms 
and  manners  of  the  Englifh.  But  he  leemed  to 
have  no  imprefilon  of  religion,  and  in  that  re- 
fpeft  was  very  unfit  for  his  work,  being  uncapa- 
ble  of  underflanding  and  communicating  to  others 
many  things  of  importance;  fo  that  I laboured 
under  great  difadvantages  in  addreffing  the  Indi- 
ans, for  want  of  his  having  an  experimental  ac- 
quaintance with  divine  truths;  and,  at  limes  I 
was  much  difcouraged,  when  I obferved  that 

divine 
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4ivine  truths  made  little  or  no  impreffion  upon 
him  for  many  weeks  together. 

He  indeed  behaved  foberly,  (although  before 
he  had  been  a hard  drinker)  and  feemed  honeft- 
ly  engaged  as  far  he  was  capable  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  his  work,  and  efpecidly  he  was  very 
defirous  that  the  Indians  (hould  conform  to  the 
cuftoms  of  the  Chriftian  world.  But  hill  feemed 
to  have  no  concern  about  his  own  foul. 

Near  the  latter  end  of  July  1744',  I preached 
to  an  alfembly  of  white  people,  with  freedom 
and  fervency  : at  which  time  he  was  prefent,  and 
was  fomewhat  awakened  ; fo  that  the  next  day 
he  difcourfed  freely  with  me  and  gave  me  an  op- 
portunky  to  fahen  the  impreflions  upon  his  mind  : 
and  I could  plainly  perceive  after  this,  that  he  ad- 
dreifed  the  Indians  with  more  concern  and  fer- 
vency. 

But  thefe  impreflions  feemed  to  decline,  till 
in  the  fall  of  he  year  following  he  fell  into  a 
weak  hate  of  body.  At  this  feafon  divine  truth 
took  Hold  of  him  and  made  deep  impreflions  up- 
on his  mind.  He  was  under  great  concern  for 
his  foul,  and  was  burdened  from  day  today.  At 
length  his  fleep  departed  from  him,  and  he  had  lit- 
tle reh  day  or  night;  but  walked  about  under  great 
preflure  of  mind,  and  appeared  like  another  man 
to  his  neighbours  who  could  not  but  obferve  his 
behaviour  with  wonder. 

After  he  had  been  fomerime  ft  riving  for  mercy, 
he  fays,  there  feemed  to  be  an  impaffable  moun- 
tain 
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tain  before  him.  He  was  preffing  towards  heaven, 
but  “ his  way  was  hedged  up  with  thorns,  that 
he  could  not  ftir  an  inch  farther.’1  He  looked 
this  way  and  that  way,  hut  could  find  no  way  at 
all.  He  felt  it  fignified  juft  nothing  at  all  to  ftrive 
and  ftruggle  any  more.”  And  here  he  fays,  he 
gave  over  driving,  and  felt  that  it  was  a gone 
cafe  with  him,  and  that  all  his  attempts  were, 
and  for  ever  would  be  vain  and  fruitlefs. 

He  knew,  he  faid,  he  was  not  guilty  of  fuch 
actions  as  others  were  guilty  of.  He  had  not 
been  ufed  to  deal,  quarrel,  and  murder;  which 
is  common  among  the  Indians.  He  likewife 
knew  that  he  had  done  many  things  that  were 
right.  But  ftill  his  cry  was,  “ that  he  had  ne- 
ver done  one  good  thing,”  (meaning  that  he  had 
never  done  any  thing  from  a right  principle, 
though  he  had  done  many  things  that  were  ma- 
terially good.)  And  now  I thought,  faid  he, 
that  I mull  fink  down  to  hell,  that  there  was  no 
hope  for  me,  “ becaufe  I never  could  do  any  1 
thing  that  was  good  ;”  and  if  God  let  me  alone 
never  fo  long,  ftill  I fhould  do  nothing  but  what  is 
had. 

There  was  one  thing  more  in  his  view  of  things  ] 
that  was  very  remarkable.  He  not  only  faw, 
what  a miferable  ftate  he  himfelf  was  in,  but  lie  ; 
faw  the  world  around  him  were  in  the  fame  pe- 
rifhing  circumftances.  And  this  he  faw  clearly, 

“ as  if  he  was  now  awaked  ont  of  fleep,  or  had 
a cloud  taken  from  before  his  eyes.”  He  faw 

that 
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■that  the  life  he  had  lived  was  the  way  to  eternal 
death,  that  he  was  now  on  the  brink  of  endlefs 
mifery  : and  when  he  looked  round  he  faw  mul- 
titudes of  others  who  had  lived  the  fame  life  with 
himfelf,  had  no  more  goodnefs  than  he,  and  yet 
dreamed  that  they  were  fafe  enough,  as  he  had 
formeily  done. 

* After  he  had  been  fome  time  in  this  condi- 
I don,  fenfible  of  the  impoffibility  of  helping  him- 
felf; he  fays,  it  was  borne  in  upon  his  mind  as 
if  it  had  been  audibly  fpoken,  “ There  is  hope, 
there  is  hope.”  Whereupon  his  foul  feemed  to 
be  in  fome  meafure  fatisfied,  though  he  had  no 
confiderable  joy t neither  can  he  remember  di- 
jlinftly  any  views  he  had  of  Chrift,  or  give  any 
clear  account  of  his  acceptance  through  him. 

But  this  was  followed  by  a great  change,  fo 
that  it  might  jufliy  be  faid,  he  was  become  ano- 
ther man.  Even  the  world  could  not  but  admire 
what  had  befallen  him,  to  make  fo  great  a change 
in  his  temper,  difcourfe,  and  behaviour. 

And  efpecially  [there  was  a furprrfing  altera- 
tion in  his  public  performances.  He  now  ad- 
dreffed  the  Indians  with  admirable  fervency,  and 
fcarce  knew  when  to  leave  off:  and  fometimes 
when  I had  concluded  my  difcourfe,  and  was  re- 
turning homeward,  he  would  tarry 'behind  to  re- 
peat  ard  inculcate  what  had  been  fpoken. 

His  change  is  abiding , and  his  life  unblaniJLed 
to  this  day,  though  it  is  now  more  than  fix 
months  finc.e  he  experienced  it ; in  which  fpace 

he- 
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lie  lias  been  as  much  expofed  to  Jlrong  drink,  as 
poffible,  n divers  places;  and  yet  has  never  dif- 
covered  any  defire  after  it. 

* And  upon  drift  obfervation  of  his  Chri flian 
temper,  and  unblemifhed  behaviour  for  fo  con- 
fiderable  a time,  I think  I have  reafon  to  hope 
that  he  is  “ created  anew  in  Chrifl.  Jefus  to  good 
works.” 

His  name  is  Mofes  Tinda  Tautamy;  he  is 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  pretty  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  notions  and  culfoms  of  his  country- 
men, and  fo  is  the  better  able  to  expofe  them. 
He  has  already  been,  and  I truft  will  yet  be  a 
blefling  to  other  Indians. 

Friday,  July  26.  In  the  evening,  God  was 
pleafed  to  help  me  in  prayer,  beyond  what  I 
have  experienced  for  fome  time;  efpccially  for 
the  converfion  of  my  poor  people:  my  foul  re- 
lied on  God  for  the  accompliihment  of  that  great  j 
work.  Oh,  how  fweet  were  the  thoughts  of 
death  to  me  at  this  time'  How  1 longed  to  be  * 
with  Chrill,  to  be  employed  in  the  glorious  work 
ol  angels,  and  with  an  angel's  freedom,  vigour,  and 
delight ! And  yet  how  willing  was  I to  day  awhile 
on  earth,  that  I might  do  fornething,  if  the  Lord 
pleafed  for  his  intered.  My  foul  longed  for  the 
ingathering  of  the  poor  Heathen  ; and  I cried  to  | 
God  for  them  mod  willinglv  and  heart  i!v-  This 
was  a fweet  feafon  ; I had  a lively  tade  of  heaven,  , 
and  a temper  fnited  in  fome  meafure  to  the  enter- 
tainment of  it.  My  foul  was  grieved  to  leav-*  the 

place ; 


C id9  ] 

-pfl-ace ; but  my  body  was  weak  ana  worn  out. 
.1  longed  that  the  remaining  part  of  my  life  might 
be  filled  up  with  more  fervency  and  -a&ivity  in 
the  things  of  God  ! Oh  the  inward  peace,  com- 
pofure,  and  God-like  ferenity  of  fuch  a frame  ! 
Heaven  muff  needs  differ  from  this  only  in  de- 
gree, and  not  in  kind. 

Lord’s-day,  July  28.  I preached  again,  and 
perceived  my  people  more  thoughtful  than  ever. 
I was  told  by  forne,  -that  feeing  my  interpreter 
and  his  wife  baptized  made  them  more  concern- 
ed than  any  thing  they  had  ever  feen  or  heard. 
There  was  indeed  a confiderable  appearance  of 
divine  power  among  them  at  the  time. 

July  30.  I difcourfed  to  a number  of  my  peo- 
ple, and  gave  them  particular  advice,  being  about 
to  leave  them  for  the  prefent,  in  order  to  vifit 
the  Indians  in  New-Jerfey.  They  were  very  at- 
tentive, and  earneftly  defirous  to  know  when  I 
defigned  to  return. 

[On  Wcdnefdav,  July  3-1.  He  fet  out  on  his 
return  to  Crofweekfunff,  and  arrived  there  the 
next  da)'.  In  his  wav  he  had  longing  defires 
that  he  might  come  to  the  Indians  in  the  “ ful- 
nefs  of  the  blefiing  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrifi  at- 
tended with  a fenfe  of  his  own  great  weaknefs, 
dependence  and  worthleffnefs. 

Friday,  Auguft  2.  In  the  evening  I retired, 
and  my  foul  was  drawn  cut  in  prayer  to  God; 
ofpeciaJly  lor  my  poor  people,  to  whom  I had 
fent  word  to  gather  together,  that  I might  preach 
Vol,  XII.  H 1 to 
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to  them  the  next  day.  X was  much  enlarged, 
in  praying  for  their  converfton  ; and  fcarce  ever 
found  my  denies  of  it  fo  fenf.biy  and  clearly  free 
from  felfifti  views.  I had  no  defire  to  be  the  in- 
ftrument  of  fo  glorious  a work  ; if  it  might  be 
accomplifhed  to  the  honour  of  God,  this  was  all 
my  care  ; and  for  this  I hoped,  but  with  tremb- 
ling. My  rifing  hopes,  have  been  fo  often  dafti- 
ed,  that  my  fpirit  is  broken,  and  I hardly  dare 
hope. 

Saturday,  Auguft  3.  I now  found  them  feri- 
ous,  and  a number  ol  them  under  deep  concern 
for  an  intereft  in  Chrift  : their  convictions  of 
their  {inful  and  perilhing  hate  having,  in  my  abr- 
fence  been  much  promoted  by  the  labours  of 
Mr.  William  Tennent,  to  whom  I advifed  them 
to  apply,  and  whofe  houfe  the)-  had  frequented 
much. — I preached  to  them  this  day  on  Rev. 
xxii.  17.  “ And  -whofoever  will,  let  him  take 
the  water  of  life  freely.'1 

The  Loid  enabled  me  to  fet  before  them  the 
Lord  J efus  Chrift  as  a kind  and  companionate 
Saviour,  inviting  diftreffed  and  perilhing  finners 
to  accept  everfaliing  mercy.  And  a furprifing 
concern  foon  appeared  among  them.  There 
were  about  twenty  adult  perfons  together,  (many 
of  the  Indians  at  remote  places,  not  having  as 
yet  had  time  to  come  lince  my  return.)  and  not 
above  two  that  I could  fee  with  dry  eves.  Some 
difeovered  vehement  longings  after  Chrift,  to 
have  them  from  the  mifery  they  felt  and  feared. 

Lord's- 
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Lord’s- day,  Auguft  4.  Being  invited  by  a 
neighbouring  minifter  to  aflift  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  Lord’s-fupper,  I complied  with  his 
requeft,  and  took  the  Indians  along  with  me ; 
not  only  thofe  that  were  together  the  day  before, 
but  nlany  more  that  were  coming  to  hear  me  ; fu 
that  there  were  near  fifty  in  all. 

Now  a change  in  their  manners  began  to  ap- 
pear. In  the  evening  when  they  came  to  fup 
together,  they  would  not  tafle  a morfel  till  they 

I had  fent  to  me  to  come  and  alk  a blefling  on  their 
food  ; at  which  time  fundry  of  them  wept,  efp£- 
daily  when  I minded  them  how  they  had  in 
times  pafi.  eat  their  feafts  in  honour  to  devils,  and 
negleded  to  thank  God  for  them. 

Auguft  5.  After  a fermon  had  been  preached 
by  another  minifter,  I preached,  and  concluded 
the  public  work  of  the  folemnity  from  John 
vii,  37.  In  my  difcourfe  I addreJTed  the  Indians 
in  particular,  who  fat  by  themfelves  in  a part  of 
the  houfe  ; at  which  time  one  or  two  of  them 
were  {truck  with  deep  concern,  who  had  been 
little  affedted  before  : others  had  their  concern 
increased  to  a confiderable  degree.  In  the  evert- 
ing I difcourfed  to  them,  and  found  them  r.niver- 
fally  engaged,  inquiring,  “ What  they  (hould  do 
to  be  faved  ?”  And  all  their  converfation  among 
1 [ themfelves  turned  'upon  religious  matters,  in 
which  they  were  much  afiifted  by  im  interpreter, 
who  was  with  them  day  and  night. 

H 2 * This 
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This  day  there  was  one  woman,  that  had 
been  much  concerned  ever  fince  Hie  heard  me 
preach  in  June,  who  obtained  comfort,  I trull: 
folid  and  well  grounded  : file  Teemed  to  be  filled 
with  love  to  Chrift,  at  the  fame  time  fire  be- 
haved humbly  and  tenderly,  and  appeared  afraid 
of  nothing  fo  much  as  of  grieving  lam  whom 
her  foul  loved. 

Auguft  6.  In  the  morning  I difcourfcd  to  the 
Indians  at  the  houfe  where  we  lodged  : many  of 
them  were  then  much'atfecled,  fo  that  a.  few 
words  about  their  fouls  would  caufe  the  tears  to 
flow  freely,  and  produce  many  fobs  and 
groans.. 

* In  the  afternoon,  they  being  returned  to 
the  place  wheie  I have  ufually  preached  among 
them,  I again  difcourfed  to  them  there.  There 
were  about  fifty-five  perfons  in  all,  about  forty 
that  were  capable  of  attending  divine  fervice 
with  underftatuling  : I infilled  upon  1 John  iv. 
io.  “.Herein  is  love,”  &c.  They  feemed  eager 
of  hearing;  but  there  appeared  nothing  very  re- 
markable, till  near  the  clofe  of  my  difconrfe ; 
and  then  divine  truths  were  attended  with  a fur- 
prifing  influence.  There  was  fcarce  thret  in 
forty  that  could  refrain  from  tears  and  bitter  cries. 
They  all  as  one,  feemed  in  n. agony  of  foul  t o 
obtain  an  intereft  in  Chrift;  and  the  more  I dif- 
courfed  of  the  love  of  God  in  fending  his  Son  to 
fuffer  for  the  fins  of  men  ; and  the  more  I invit- 
ed 
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da  them  to  come  and  partake  of  his  love,  the 
more  their  difirefs  was  aggravated. 

It  was'furprifing  to  fee  how  their  hearts  were 
pierced  with  the  tender  invitations  of  the  gofpel, 
when  there  was  not  a word  of  terror  fpoken  to 
them. 

* There  were  this  day  two  perfons  that  ob- 
tained comfort,  which  appeared  folid,  rational, 
and  fcriptural.  After  I had  enquired  into  the 
grounds  of  their  comfort,  I afked  what  they 
wanted  God  to  do  further  for  them  ? They  re- 
plied, “ They  wanted  Chrift  fhould  wipe  their 
hearts  quite  clean.'’ 

* Auguft  7.  I preached  to  the  Indians  from 

Ifa.  liii,  3. 10.  There  was  a remarkable  in- 

fluence attending  the  word.  Moft  were  much 
affefted,  and  many  in  great  diflrefs ; and  fome 
could  neither  go  nor  Hand,  but  lay  flat  on  the 
ground,  as  if  pierced  at  heart,  crying  inceflantly 
for  mercy  : feveral  were  newly  awakened,  and 
it  was  remarkable,  that  as  fafh  as  they  came  from 
remote  places  round  about,  the  Spirit  of  God 
feemed  to  feize  them. 

After  public  fervice  I found  two  perfons  more 
that  had  newly  met  with  comfort,  of  whom  I 
had  good  hopes ; and  a third  that  I could  not  but 
entertain  fome  hopes  of,  fo  that  here  wrere  now 
fix  in  all  that  had  got  fome  relief  from  their  fpi- 
ritual  diftrefles,  and  five  whofe  experience  ap- 
peared clear  and  fatisfaSory. 

H 3 Augufl: 
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Augufl  8.  In  the  afternoon  I preached  to  the 
Indians,  their  number  was  now  about  fixtv-five 
perfons,  men,  women,  and  children.  I difcourfed 
from  Luke  xiv.  16 — 23,  and  was  favoured  with. 
uncommon  freedom. 

There  was  much  concern  amcncr  them  while 

o 

I was  difcourfing  publicly  ; but  afterwards  when 
Ifpoke  to  one  and  another  more  particularly,  the 
power  ofGodfeemed  to  defcend  upon  the  aflem- 
bly  “ like  a ruffling  mighty  wind,”  and  with, 
an  aftcnifhing  energy  bore  down  all  before  it. 

* I flood  amazed  at  the  influence  that  feized 
the  audience  ahnofi:  univerfally,  and  could  com- 
pare it  to  nothing  more  aptly  than  a mighty  tor- 
rent, that  bears  down  and  fweeps  before  it  what- 
ever is  in  its  way.  Ahnofi  all  perfons  of  all  ages 
were  bowed  down  together,  and  fcarce  one  was 
able  to  withfland  the Jkock  of  this  furprifing  ope- 
ration. Old  men  and  women,  who  had  been 
drunken  wretches  for  many  years,  and  fome  lit- 
tle children,  not  more  than  fix  or  feven  yeats  of 
age,  appeared  in  diflrefs  for  their  fouls,  as  well  as 
perfons  of  middle  age.  And  it  was  apparent 
thefe  children  were  not  merely  flighted  with  fee- 
ing the  general  concern  ; but  were  made  fenfible 
of  their  danger,  the  badnefs  of  their  hearts,  and 
their  mifery  without  Chrifl.  The  mod  flubborn 
hearts  were  now  obliged  to  bow.  A principal 
man  among  the  Indians,  who  before  thought  his 
date  good,  becaufe  he  knew  more  than  the  gene- 
rality of  the  Indians,  and  who  with  great  confi- 
dence 
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(fence  the  day  before,  told  me,  “ he  had  been  a 
Ghriftian  more  than  ten  years,”  was  now  brought 
under  folemn  concern  for  his  foul,  and  wept 
bitterly.  Another  man  confiderable  in  years,  who 
had  been  a murderer , a powwow,  and  a notorious 
drunkard,  was  likewife  brought  now  to  cry  for 
mercy  with  many  tears,  and  to  complain  much 
that  he  could  be  no  more  conceined  when  he  faw 
his  danger  fo  great. 

* They  were  almoft’univerfally  praying  and 
crying  for  mercy  in  every  part  of  the  houfe,  and 
many  out  of  doors,  and  numbers  could  neither 
go  nor  ftand  : their  concern  was  fo  great,  each 
for  himfelf,  that  none  feemed  to  take  any  notice 
of  thofe  about  them,  but  each  prayed  for  them- 
felves ; and  were,  to  their  own  apprehenfion,  as 
much  retired  as  if  every  one  had  been  by  himfelf 
in  a defect,  or,  rather,  they  thought  nothing 
about'  any  but  themfelves,  and  fo  were  every  one 
praying  apart,  although  all  together. 

It  feemed  to  me  there  was  now  an  exafl  fulfil- 
ment of  that  prophecy,  Zech.  xii.  10,  n,  12. 
for  there  was  now  “ a great  mourning,  like  the 
mourning  of  Hadadrimmon  — and  each  feemed 
to  “ mourn  apart.”  Methought  this  had  a near 
refemblance  to  the  day  of  God’s  power,  menti- 
oned Jofh.  x.  14.  for  I mu  ft  fay,  I never  faw 
any  day  like  it  in  all  refpedis;  it  was  a day  wherein 
the  Lord  did  much  deftroy  the  kingdom  of  dark- 
cefs  among  this  people. 

H 4 
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This  concern  was  moft  rational  and  juft  ; thole 
who  had  been  awakened  any  confiderable  time, 
complained  efpecially  of  the  badnefs  of  their 
hearts-,  thofe  newly  awakened,  of  the  badnefs  of 
their  lives  and  aElions  ; and  all  were  afraid  of  the 
anger  of  God,  and  of  everlafting  mifery  as  the  de- 
fert  of  their  fins. 

Some  of  the  white  people,  who  came  out  of 
curiofity  to  “ hear  what  this  babbler  would  fay17 
to  the  poor  ignorant  Indians,  were  much  awak- 
ened, and  appeared  to  be  wounded  with  a view 
of  their  perilhing  ftate. 

Thofe  who  lately  obtained  relief,  were  filled 
with  comfort  ; they  appeared  calm  and  rejoiced 
in  Chrift  Jefus  ; and  fome  of  them  took  their 
diftreffed  friends  by  the  hand,  telling  them  of  the 
goodnefs  of  Chrift,  and  the  comfort  that  is  to  be 
enjoyed  in  him,  and  invited  them  to  come  and 
give  up  their  hearts  to  him.  And  I could  obferve 
fome  of  them,  in  the  moft  unaffefted  manner, 
lifting  up  their  eyes  to  heaven,  as  if  crying  for 
mercy,  while  they  faw  the  diftrefs  of  the  poor 
fouls  around  them. 

* There  wras  one  remarkable  inftance  this  dav, 
that  I cannot  but  take  particular  notice  of.  A 
young  Indian  woman,  who,  I believe,  never 
knew  before  Ihe  had  a foul,  hearing  that  there  was 
fomething  ftrange  among  the  Indians,  came  'it 
feems)  to  fee  what  was  the  matter.  I had  not 
proceeded  far  in  my  difcourfe,  before  fire  felt  tf- 
feftualiy  that  fire  had  a foul : and  before  I had 
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concluded,  was  fo  convinced  of  her  fin  and  mi~ 
fiery,  and  fo  diftreffed  with  concern  for  her  foul, 
that  fne  fcemed  like  one  pierced  through  with  a 
dart,  and  cried  out  incefTantly.  She  could  nei- 
ther go  nor  Hand,  nor  fit  on  her  feat  without  be- 
ing held  up.  After  public  fervice  was  over,  fhe 
lay  flat  on  the-  ground  praying  earneftly,  and 
would  take  no  notice  of,  nor  give  any  anfwer  to 
any  that  fpoke  to  hen  I hearkened  to  hear  what 
fhe  faid,  and  perceived  the  burden  of  her  prayer 
to  be,  Gutturnmaukalumneh  wechaumeh  kmelek 
Ndak,  i.  e.  “ Have  mercy  on  me,  and  help  me 
to  give  you  my  heart.”  And  thus  fhe  continued 
praying  inceffantly  for  many  hours. 

Auguft  9.  I fpent  almoft  the  whole  day  with 
the  Indians,  the  former  part  of  it  in  difcourfing 
with  them  privately,  efpecially  fome  who  lately 
received  comfort,  and  endeavouring  to  inquire 
into  the  grounds  of  it,  as  well  as  to  give  them 
fome  proper  inflations,  cautions,  and  direc- 
tions. 

In  the  afternoon  I difcourfed  to  them  publick- 
3y.  There  were  now  prefent  about  feventy  per- 
fons.  I opened  and  applied  the  parable  of  the 
fewer,  and  was  enabled  to  difeourfe  with  much 
plainnefs.  There  were  many  tears  among  them 
while  I was  difcourfing,  but  no  confiderable  erv  : 
yet- feme  were  much  affeHed  with  a few  words 
fpoken  from  Matth.  xi.  28.  with  which  I con- 
cluded. But  while  I 'was  difcourfing  near  night 
to;  t wo  or  three  of  the  awakened  perfons,  a di- 
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•vine  influence  feemed  to  attend  whal  was  fpoken., 
which  caufed  the  perfons  to  cry  out  in  anguifh 
of  foul,  although  I fpoke  not  a word  of  terror  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  fet  before  them  the  fulnefs 
of  Chrift’s  merits,  and  his  willingnefs  to  fave  all 
that  came  to  him. 

* The  cry  of  thefe  was  heard  by  others,  who, 
though  fcattered  before,  immediately  gathered 
round.  I then  proceeded  in  the  fame  flrain  of 
gofpe-1  invitation,  till  they  were  all  melted  into 
tears  and  cries,  except  two  or  three  ; ana  feemed 
in  the  greateft  diflrefs  to  find  and  fecure  an  in- 
terell  in  the  great  Redeemer. — Some  who  had 
but  little  more  than  a rujflt  made  in  their  frjjions 
the  day  before,  feemed  now  to  be  deeply  affedt- 
ed  : and  the  concern  in  general  appeared  near  as 
prevalent  as  the  day  before.  There  was  indeed 
a very  great  mourning  among  them  and  yet  every, 
one  feemed  to  mourn  apart.  For  fo  great  was  their 
concern,  that  almofl  every  one  was  praying  and 
crying  for  himfelf,  as  if  none  had  been  near,  . 
Guttummaukalummeh , guttwmmaukalummch,  i.  e.  . 
“ Have  mercy  upon  me,  have  mercy  upon  me  ' 
was  the  common  cry.  ' 

It  was  very  affedling  to  fee  the  poor  Indians, J 
who  the  other  day  were  yelling  in  their  idolatrous •_ 
sfeafis,  now  crying  to  God  with  fitch  importuni- 
ty,. for  an  imereti  in  his  dear  Son  ! 

I found  two  or  three  who  I hope  had  taken  - 
comfort  upon  good  grounds  fince  the  evening 
before  ; and  thefe,  with  others  that  had  obtained  . 

comfort. 


[ *79  ] 

comfort,  were  together,  and  feemed  to  rejoice 
* much  that  God  was  carrying  on  his  work  with 
fuch  power  upon  others. 

Auguft  to.  I began  to  difcourfe  privately 
with  thofe  who  had  obtained  comfort:  endea- 
vouring to  inftruft,  direfl,  caution,  and  comfort 
them.  But  others  being  eager  of  heaving  every 
%vord  that  related  to  fpiritual  concerns,  foon 
came  together  one  after  another:  and  when  I 
had  difcourfed  to  the  young  converts  more  than 
half  an  hour,  they  feemed  much  melted  with  di- 
vine things,  and  earneltly  defirous  to  be  with 
Chrifh  . 

When  I had  fpent  fome  time  with  thefe,  I 
turned  to  the' other  Indians,  and  fpoke  to  them 
from  Luke  xix.  10.  I had  not  difcourfed  long 
before  their  concern  rofe  to  a great  degree,  and 
the  houfe  was  filled  with  cries  and  groans.  And 
when  I infilled  on  the  compaffion  and  care  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  .for  thofe  that  werelojl,  and 
could  find  no  way  of  efcape,>  this  melted  them 
down  the  more,  and  aggravated  their  dilfrefs, 
that  they  could  not  come  to  fo  kind  a Saviour. 

Sundry  perfons,  who  before  had  been  but 
flightly  awakened,  were  now  deeply  wounded- 
And  one  man  in  particular,  who  was  never  be- 
fore awakened,  t-was- now  made  to  feel,  that  “the 
word  of  the  Lord  was  quick  and  powerful, 
iharper  than  any  two-edged  fword.”  He  feemed 
to  be  pierced  to  the  heart,  and  fa-id,  “ ail  the 
wickednefs  of  his  pail  life  was  brought  frefh  to 
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his  remembrance,  and  he  faw  all  the  vile  actions 
he  had  done  formerly,  as  if  done  but  yefterday.” 

I found  one  that  had  newly  received  comfort, 
after  prefling  diflrefs.  I could  not  but  admire  the 
divine  goodnefs.  There  feems  to  be  home  good 
done  by  every  difcourfe,  fome  newly  awakened 
every  day,  and  fome  comforted. 

Lor.d’s-day,  Augufl  11.  I difcourfed  upon 
part,  of  St.  Peter’s  fermon,  A£ts  i-i.  and  at  the 
clofe  of  my  difcourfe  to  the  Indians,  made  an 
addrefs  to  the  white  people,  and  divine  truths 
feemed  to  be  attended  with  power  both  to  the 
Englilh  and  Indians.  Several  of  the  white  sleet- 
then  were  awakened,  and  could  no  longer  be 
idle  fpeftators,  but  found  they  had  fouls  to  fave 
as  well  as  the  Indians,  and  a great  concern  fpread 
through  the. whole  affembly,  fo  that  this  aifo  ap- 
peared tq  be  a day  of  God’s  power. 

The  number  of  the  Indians,  old  and  young,  was 
now  upwards,  of  feventy,  and  one  or  two  were 
newly  awakened  this  day,  who  never  appeared 
to  be  moved  before. 

Thofe  that  had  obtained  comfort,  and  had 
given  evidences,  of  a faving  change,  appeared 
humble  and  devout,  and  behaved  in  an  agreeable 
and  Cbriftian  manner.  I was  refrefhed  to  fee 
the  iendernefs  of  confcience  manifeft  in  fome  of 
them.  * Perceiving  one  of  them  very  forrow- 
ftij  in  the  morning,  I enquired  into  the  caufeof 
her  borrow,  and  found  the  had  been  angry  with 
her  child  the  evening  before,  -and  was  in  fear  left 
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her  anger  had  been  inordinate,  which  fo  grieved 
her,  that  Hie  waked  and  began  to  fob  before  day- 
light, and  continued  weeping  for  feveral  hours  to- 
gether, 

Augofl  14-,.  I fpent  the  day  .with  the  Indians. 
There  was  one  of  them  who  had  fome  time  fince 
put  away  his. -wife,  .(as  is  common  among  them) 
and  taken  another  woman,  and  being  now  brought 
under  fome  ferious  impreffions,  was  earneftly  de- 
firous  to  know  what  God  would  have  him  do. 
When  the  law  of  God  refpecbing  marriage  had 
been  opened  to  them,  and  the  caufe  of  his  leav- 
ing his  wife  enquired  into;  and  when  it  appear- 
ed (he  had  given  him  no  juft  occafion  by  unchaf- 
tity  to  defert  her,  and  that  fire  was  willing  to  for- 
give his  pa fl  mifconduft,  he  was  then  told,  that 
it  was  his  indifpenfable  duty  to  renounce  the  wo- 
man lie  had  lalt  taken,  and  receive  the  other  who 
was  his  proper  wife;  with  which  he  chearfully 
complied,  arid  thereupon  publicly  renounced  the 
woman  he  had  la  fl  taken,  and  publicly  promifed 

to.  live  with  his  wife  during  life. And  here 

appeared  a clear  demonffration  of  the  power  of 
God’s  .word  upon  their  hearts.  A few  weeks  be- 
fore the  whole  world  could  not  have  perfuaded 
him  to  a compliance  with  Chriftian  rules  in  this 
affair. 

An  gull  ic.  I preached  from  Luke  iv.  16 — - 
21.  The  word  was  attended  with  power  upon 
the  hearts  of  the  hearers.  There  was  much  con- 
cern, many  tears,  and  affetling  cries  among 
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them,  and  fome  were  deeply  wounded.  There 
were  home  newly  awakened,  and  convictions 
feemed  to  be  promoted  in  others. — Thore  that 
had  received  comfort,  were  likewife  refrefhed  . 
and  flrengthened,  and  the  work  of  grace  appear- 
ed to  advance  in  all  refpects. 

Auguft  1 6.  I fpent  a confiderable  time  in  con- 
verfing  privately  with  fundry  of  the  Indians.  I 
found  one  that  had  comfort,  after  prcfling  con- 
cern, and  could  not  but  hope,  when  1 difcourfed 
with  her,  that  her  comfort  was  of  the  right  kind. 

In  the  afternoon  tow  ard  the  clofe  of  my  dif- 
courfe,  divine  truths  were  attended  with  confi- 
derable power  upon  the  audience,  and  more  ef- 
pecially  after  public  fervice  was  over,  when  I . 
particularly  addreffed  the  difirefied  perfons. 

There  was  a great  concern  for  their  fouls 
fpread  generally  among  them  : but  efpeciaily 
there  were  two  perfons  newly  awakened,  one  of 
whom  was  lately  come,  and  the  other  had  all  . 
along  been  very  attentive,  but  could  never  before  . 
have  any  lively  view  of  her  perifhing  (late.  But  • 
now  her  fpiritual  difirefs  was  fuch.  that  I had  i 
never  feen  any  more  prelling.  Sundry  eld  men  . 
•were  alfo  in  diflrefs  for  their  fouls  ; fo  that  they  ■ 
could  not  refrain  from  weeping  and  crying  out-, 
aloud,  and  their  bitter  groans  were  the  moil  con-  • 
vincing,  as  well  as  affecting  evidence  of  the  depth 
of  [their  inward  anguifh. — God  is  powerfully  at 
work  among  them  ! True  and  genuine  convic- 
tions of  fin  are  daily  promoted  in  many  infiances,  . 
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and  fome  are  newly  awakened  from  time  t& 
time. 

Augufl  17.  I-fpent  much  time  in  private  con- 
ferences with  the  Indians.  I found  one  who  had 
newly  obtained  comfort,  after  a long  feafon  of 
fpiritual  dillrefs,  (he  was  one  of  my  hearers  in  , 
the  Forks  of  Delaware  for  more  than  a year,  and 
now  followed  me  hither  under  deep  concern) 
and  I had  abundant  reafon  to  hope  that  his  com- 
fort was  well  grounded. 

Friday,  Augufl  23.  I fpent  fome  time  with  - 
the  Indians  in  private  difcourfe ; and  afterwards 
preached.  Several  appeared  deeply  concerned 
for  their  fouls,-  and  could  not  but  exprefs  their 
inward  anguilh  by  tears  and  cries.  . But  the 
amazing  influence  that  has  been  fo  powerfully- 
among  them,  feems,  at  prefent  in  fome  degree 
abated. 

Augufl:  '24.  I fpent  the  forenoon  indifcourf-- 
inp  to  fome  of  the  Indians,  in  order  to  their  re- 
ceiving  the  ordinance  of  baptifm.  When  I had 
opened  the  nature  of  the  ordinance*  the  obliga- 
tions attending  it,  the  duty  of  devoting  ourfelvcs-. 
to  God  in  it,  and  the  privilege  of  being  in  cove- 
nant with  him,  fundry  of  them  feemed  to  be  fil- 
led w'ith  love  to  God,  and  delighted  with  the 
thoughts  of  giving  up  themfelves  to  him  in  that  . 
folemn  and  public  manner. 

Afterwards  I difcourfed  publicly  from  1 ThefF  , 
iv.  ] 3 — 17.  There  was  a folemn  attention,  and 
vifible  concern  in  the  time  of  public  fervice, 
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which  was  afterwards  increafed  by  fome  further 
exhortation  given  them  to  come  to'Chrift,  and 
give  up  their  hearts  to  him,  that  they  might  be 
fitted  to  “ afcend  up  and  meet  him  in  the  air.” 
There  were  feveral  Indians  newly  come,  who 
thought  their  fiats  good,  becaufe  they  had  lived 
with  the  white  people,  although  they  were,  alto- 
gether unacquainted  with  the  power  of  religion. 

With  thofe  I difcourfed  particularly  after  pub- 
lic worlhip,  and  was  furprized  to  fee  their  felf- 
righteous  difpofition,.  and  the  high  value  they 
put  upon  their  fuppofed  attainments.  Yet  after 
much  difcourfe,  one  appeared  convinced,  that 
5‘  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  no  ilefh  living  {hould 
be  juftified,”  and  wept  bitterly,  inquiring,  “ what 
he  muft  do  to  be  faved  ?” 

Lprd’s-day,  Auguft  25.  I preached  in  the  • 
forenoon  from  Luke  xv.  3 — 7.  There  being  a 

multitude  of  white  people  prefent,  I made  an 
addrefs  to  them  at  the  clofe  of  my  difcourfe  : but 
could  not  fo  much  c*3  keep  them  orderly;  for 
fcores  of  them  kept  walking  and  gazing  about, 
and  behaved  more  indecently  than  any  Indians  I 
ever  addreffed. 

Af'erwards  I baptized  twenty -Jlv e perfons  of 
the  Indians,  fifteen  adults,  and  ten  children. 
Moll  of  the  adults  I have  reafon  to  hope  are  re- 
newed perfons : only  the  cafe  of  two  or  three 
appeared  more  doubtful. 

After  the  croud  of  fpeftators  was  gone,  I called 
the  baptized  perfons  together,  and  difcourfe^ 
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to  them  in  particular,  minded  them  of  the  fo- 
lemn  obligations  they  were  now’  under  to  live  to- 
God,  and  encouraged  them  to  watchfulnefs  and 
devotion,  by  fetting  before  them  the  ccrnfort  and 
happy. conclujion  of  a religious  life. — This  was  3 
fweetfeafon1  Their  hearts  were  engaged  and  chear- 
ful  in  duty,  and  they  rejoiced  that  they  had  in  a pub- 
lic and  folemn  manner  dedicated  themfelves  to 
God. — Love  feemed  to  reign  among  them  ! They 
took  each  other  by  the  hand  with  tendernefs  and 
affe&ion,  as  if  their  hearts  were  knit  together, 
while  I was  difcourfing  to  them  : and  all  their 
deportment  towards  each  other  was  fuch,  that  a 
Jerious Jpeclator  inight  Juftly  be  excited  to  cry  out 
w'ith  admiration,  “ Behold  how  they  love  one 
another  !”  Sundry  of  the  other  Indians  at  feeing 
and  hearing  thefe  things,  were  much  affefted  and 
wept  bitterly,  longing  to  be  partakers  of  the  fame 
comfort  that  thefe  difcovered  by  their  countenan- 
ces as  well  as  condufl;. 

Monday,.  Auguft  26.  I preached  from  John 
vi.51 — ,5,5.  After  I had  difcourfed  feme  time, 
I addreffed  thofe  in  particular  who  entertained 
hopes  that  they  were  “ palled  from  death  to  life.” 
I opened  to  them  the  nature  of  thofe  confola- 
tions  Chrift  gives  his  people,  Ihewed  them  that 
fuch  have  already  the  “ beginnings  of 'eternal 
life,  (ver.  ,54.)  and  that  their  heaven  lhall  be 
fpeedily  completed. 

I no  fooner  begun  to  difeourfe,  but  the 
Ckriftians  in  the  congregation  began  to  be  melted 
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with  affection  to,  and  defire  of  the  enjoyment  of 
Chrift,  and  of  a ftate  of  perfect  purity.  They 
wept  affectionately  and  yet  joyfully,  and  their 
tears  and  fobs  difcovered  brokennefs  of  heart,  and 
yet  were  attended  with  comfort  and JweeLrtcji ; fo 
that  this  was  a tender,  affectionate,  humble,  de- 
lightful,  melting,  and  appeared  to  be  the  genu- 
ine effeft  of  the  fpirit  of  adoption.  The  influ- 
ence fpread  from  thefe  through  the  whole  affem- 
bly,  and  there  quickly  appeared  a wonderful  | 
concern  among  them.  Many  who  had  not  yet 
found  Chrift,  were  furprifingly  engaged  in  feek- 
ing  him.  Their  number  was  now  about  ninety- 
Jive  perfons,  and  almoft  all  affeCted  either  with  j 
joy  in  Chrift,  or  with  the  utmojl  concern  to  ob- 
tain an  intereft  in  him. 

Being  convinced  it  was  now  my  duty  to  take:  * 
a journey  to  the  Indians  on  Sufquahannah  river,. 
after  having  fpent  fome  hours  in  public  and  pri- 
vate difcourfes  with  my  people,  I told  them  that 
I mull  leave  them'  for  the  prefent,  and  go  to  ' 
their  brethren  far  remote,  and  preach  to  them;  j 
that  I wanted  the  fpirit  of  God  fhould  go  with  j 
me,  without  whom  nothing  could  be  done  to  I 
any  good  purpofe,  as  they  themfelves  had  had  ] 
an  opportunity  to  fee : and  afked  them  if  thev  I 
would  not  fpend  the  remainder  of  the.  day  in  I 
prayer  for  me,  that  God  would  go  with  me,  and 
fucceed  my  endeavours.  * They  chearfully 
complied,  and  foon  after  I left  them  (the  h;o~ 
being  then  about  an  hour  and.half  high!  they  be- 
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gaii  and  continued  praying  all  night  till  break  of 
day,  never  murrufting  (they  told  me)  till  they  went 
and  faw  the  morning  ftar  a confiderable  height*, 
that  it  was  later  than  common  bed  time. 

This  day  an  old  Indian,  who  has  all  his  days 
been  an  obffinate  idolater , was  brought  to  give 
up  his  rattles  (which  they  ufe  for  mufic  in  their 
idolatrous  feafts  and  dances)  to  the  other  Indians* 
who  quickly  deflroved  them  ; and  this  without  an 
attempt  of  mine  in  the  affair,  fo  that  it  was  nothing 
but  the  power  of  God's  word,  without  any  parti- 
cular application  to  this  fin,  that  produced  this  ef- 
fect. Thus  God  has  begun,  thus  he  has  hitherto 
carried  on  a work  of  grace  among  thefe  Indians. 
May  the  glory  be  afcribed  to  him,  who  is  the  foie 
author  of  it  ! 

[The  next  day  he  fet  out  on  a journey  towards 
the  forks  of  Delaware,  defigning  to  go  from  thence 
to  Sufquahannah,  before  he  returned  to  Crofweek- 
fung.  It  was  five  days  from  his  departure  from 
Crofweekfung,  before  he  reached  the  forks,  going 
round  by  the  way  of  Philadelphia,  and  waiting  on 
the  governor  of  Pcnfylvania,  to  get  a recommen- 
dation from  him  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Indians.) 

Forks  of  Delaware* 

Lord’s-day,  September  1.  I preached  to  the  In*- 
dians  here,  from  Luke  xiv.  16 — 23. 

Afterwards  I preached  to  a number  of  white,  peo- 
ple, and  obferved  many  of  them  in  tears,  and 
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feme'who  had  been  formerly  as  carelefs  ana  'A-  1 
Concerned  about  religion  as  the  Indians. 

Towards  night  I difcourfed  to  the  Indians  agairr 
and  perceived  a greater  attention,  and  more  vifi- 
ble  concern  among  them,  than  has  been  ufual  in 
thefe  parts. 

September  3.  I preached  to  the  Indians  from 
If.  liii.  3 — 5.  The  divine  prefence  feemed  to  be 
m the  niidft  of  the  affembly,  and  a confiderable  J 
concern  fpread  among  them.  Sundry  perfons 
feemed  to  be  awakened,  among  whom  were  two 
flupid  creatures,  that  I could  fcarce  ever  before 
awake  while  I was  difcourfing  to  them. 

Wednefday,  September  4.  I rode  13  miles  to 
an  Iriflt  fettlement,  and  preached  there  from  Luke 
xiv.  22.  “ and  yet  there  is  room.”  God  was  jj 
pleafed  to  afford  me  fome  tendernefs  and  enlarge- 
ment in  the  firft  prayer,  and  much  freedom,  as' 
well  as  warmth  in  the  fermon.  There  were  many  s 
tears  in  the  alfembly:  the  people  of  God  feemed 
to  melt,  and  others  to  be  in  fome  meafure  awaken- 
ed. Bleffed  be  the  Lord-,  that  lets  me  fee  his  ! 
work  going  on  in  one  place  and  another. 

September  5.  I difcourfed  to  the  Indians  from' 
the  parable  of  the  fower,  and  aferwards  converfed 
particularly  with  fundrv  perfons,  which  occafion- 
ed  them  to  weep,  and  even  to  cry  out  in  an  affe£l-  !j 
ing  manner,  and  feized  others  with  furprife  and 
concern.  Several  of  thefe  had  been  with  me  to 
Grofweekfung,  and  fome  of  them  felt  the  power 
of  God’s  word.  I afked  one  of  them  why  he  cned  ? 
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fie  replied,  “ When  he  thought  how  C hr  n't  was 
{lain  like  a lamb  and  fpilt  his  blood  for  fmners,  he 
could  not  help  crying  and  thereupon  burfl  into 
tears  agd  cries  again.  I then  afked  his  wife,  who 
likewife  had  been  abundantly  comforted,  where- 
fore (he  cried?  She  anfweied,  “ She  was  grieved 
tliat  the  Indians  here  would  not  come  to  Ohrid, 
as  well  as  thofe  at  Crofweekfung.”  I afked  her 
if  file  found  a heart  to  pray  for  them,  and  whether 
Ohrid  had  been  near  to  her  of  late  in  prayer,  as 
in  time  paft  P (which  is  my  ufual  method  of  ex- 
prefling a fenfe  of  the  divine  prefence. ) She  re- 
plied, “ Yes,  he  had  been  near  to  her ; and  that  at 
i fometunes  when  the  had  been  praying  alone,  her 
heart  lovedto  pray  fo,  that  fhecouldnot  bear  toleave 
the  place,  but  wanted  to  flay  and  pray  longer.” 

Lord’s-day,  September  8.  I difcourfed  to  the 
Indians,  forenoon  and  afternoon.  The  word  of 
God  feemed  to  fall  with  weight  and  influence  up- 
on them.  There  were  but  few  prefent,  but  mod 
that  were,  were  in  tears,  and  fundry  cried  out 
under  diflreffing  concern  for  their  fouls. 

There  was  one  man  awakened,  who  never  before 
difcovered.any  concern  for  his  foul.  There  appear- 
, ed  a remarkable  work  of  the  Spirit,  not  unlike  what 
had  been  at  Crof>veekfung.  It  feemed  as  if  the  di- 
vine influence  had  fpread  from  thence  to  this  place. 

.Sundry  of  the  carelefs  white  people  now  prefent 
were  flartled  feeing  the  power  of  God  fo  preva- 
lent among  the  Indians.  I then  made  a particu- 
lar addrefs  to  them,  which  feemed  to  make  feme 
impreftion  upon  them-  I# 
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In  the  evening  God  was  pleafed  to  enlarge  me 
in  prayer,  and  give  me  freedom  at  the  throne  of 
grace  ; I cried  to  God  for  the  enlargement  of  his 
kingdom,  particularly  among  my  dear  people  : and 
for  many  dear  minifters  of  my  acquaintance,  both 
in  thefe  parts  and  in  New-England.  And  my 
foul  was  fo  engaged  in  that  fweet  exercife,  that 
1 knew  not  how  to  leave  the  mercy  feat.  I faw 
God  was  both  able  and  willing  to  do  all  that  I de- 
fired.  And  when  I was  going  to  bed,  God  help- 
ed me  to  renew  my  petitions  with  ardency  and 
freedom. 

Monday,  September^  I left  the  Forks  of  Dela- 
ware, and  fet  out  for  Sufquahannah-river,  directing 
my  courfe  towards  the  Indian-town  more  than  an 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  weftward  from  the 

Forks.  J 

September  13.  After  having  lodged  out  three 
nights  at  the  Indian-town  on  Sufquahannah  called 
Shaumoking,  (one  of  the  places  I vifited  in  May 
laft,)  and  was  kindly  received  by  the  Indians  ; but 
had  little  fatisfaclion  by  reafon  of  the  beathenifh 
dance  they  held  in  the  houfe  where  I was  obliged 
to  lodge,  which  I could  not  fupprefs,  though  I 
often  intreated  them  to  defift,  for  the  fake  of  one 
who  was  tick  in  the  houfe. 

This  town  lies  partly  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
river,  partly  on  the  weft,  and  partly  on  a large 
ifland  in  it,  and  contains  upwards  of  fifty  houfes, 
and  near  three  hundred  perfons  : but  of  three  dif- 
ferent tribes,  fpeaking  three  languages  wholly  uu- 
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intelligible,  to  each  other.  About  one  half  of  its 
inhabitants  are  Delawares,  the  others  called  Se- 
nakas,  and  Tutelas.  The  Indians  of  this  place 
are  counted  the  molt  drunken,  mifehievous,  and 
ruffianly  fellows  of  any  in  thefe  parts  ; and  Satan 
feems  to  have  his J'eat  in  this  town  in  an  eminent 
manner. 

Saturday,  September  14.  I vifited  the  Dela- 
ware king,  (who  was  fuppofed  to  be  at  the  point 
of  death  when  I was  here  in  May,  but  was  now 
recovered,)  difeourfed  with  him  and  others  re- 
fpefting  Chriftianify,  and  had  more  encourage- 
ment than  I expended.  The  ling  appeared  wil- 
ling to  be  inilru£led ; this  gave  me  fome  hope, 
•that  God  would  open  an  effectual  doer  for  my 
preaching  the  gofpel  here.  This  was  a refiefh- 
ment  to  me  in  the  wildernefe,  and  rendered  my 
{fitary  circumftances  comfortable. 

* In  the  -evening  my  foul  was  enlarged  in 
prayer;  efpecially,  that  God  would  fet  up  his 
kingdom-  in  this  place.  My  foul  cried,  “ Lord, 


fet  up  thy  kingdom,  for  thine  own 


glory. 

O / 


Glo- 
rify thyfelf ; and  I lhall  rejoice.  Get  honour  to 
thy  blelfed  name  ; and  this  is  all  I dehre.  Do 
with  me  juft  what  thou  wilt.  Blelfed  be  thy 
name  for  ever,  that  thou  art  God,  and  that  thou 
wilt  glorify  thyfelf.  O that  the  whole  world 
might  glorify  thee!  O let  thefe  poor  people  be 
brought  to  know  thee,  and  love  thee,  for  the 
glory  of  thy  ever- blelfed  name  1”  j 


Lord’s- 
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Xord’sday,  September  15.  I viGted  the  chief 
•of  the  Delawares  again ; and  difeourfed  to  the 
Indians  in  the  afternoon.  I dill  hoped  that  Gcd 
would  open  their  hearts  to  receive  the  gofpel, 
though  many  of  them  were  fo  drunk  from  day  to 
day,  that  I could  get  no  opportunity  to  fpeak  to 
them. 

September  16.  I fpent  the  forenoon  with  the 
Indians,  endeavouring  to  infract  them  'from 
houte  to  houfe,  and  to  engage  them,  to  he  friend- 
ly  to  Chriftianity. 

Towards  night  I went  to  a part  of  the  town, 
■where  they  v.er t fober,  and  got  together  near 
fifty  perfons  of  them. — There  was  a furprifing  at- 
tention among  them,  and  they  manifefied  a de- 
file of  being  further  inftrucied.  There  was  alio 
one  or  two  that  leemed  to  be  touched,  and  ap- 
peared pleafed  with  fome  convetfation  in  private, 
alter  I had  concluded  my  public  difeourfe. 

My  fpirits  were  mucr.  refreflted,  and  I could 
not  but  return  with  my  interpreter  (having  na 
other  companion  in  this  journey)  to  my  poor  hard 
lodgings,  rejoicing  in  lopes  that  God  dehgncd 
to  fet  up  his  kingdom  here,  and  found  uncom- 
mon freedom  in  ad  dr  effing  the  throne  oi  grace 
for  the  accomplilhment  of  fo  glorious  a work. 

September  17.  I fpent  the  forenoon  in  dif- 
courfing  to  the  Indians.  About  noon  I left 
Shaumoking,  (molt  of  the  Indians  going  out  this 
day  to  hunt,)  and  travelled  down  the. river  fouta- 
w eft  ward. 


September, 
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September  19.  I vifited  an  Indian  town  cal- 
led Janeauta,  fituate  on  an  ifland  in  Sufquahan- 
nah.  I was  much  difcouraged  with  the  behavi- 
our of  the  Indians  here.  Although  they  appear- 
ed friendly  when  I was  with  them  lafl  fpring ; yet 
they  now  feemed  refolved  to  retain  their  Pagan 
notions,  and  perfift  in  their  idolatrous  prafhces. 

September  20.  I vifited  the  Indians  again  at 
Juneauta  ifland,  and  found  them  bufy  in  making 
preparations  fora  great  faerifice  and  dance.  So  I 
had  no  opportunity  to  get  them  together  in  order 
to  difcourfe  about  Chriftianity.  My  fpirns  were 
•much  funk,  efpecially  feeing  I had  now  nt>  inter- 
preter but  a Pagan,  who  was  as  much  attached  to 
• idolatry  as  any  of  them.  However,  I difcomfed 
j . pi  ivately  with  fome  of  them,  but  without  any  ap- 
arance  of  fuccefs. 

In  the  evening  they  met  together,  near  an 
hundred  of  them,  and  danced  round  a large  fire, 
' having  prepared  ten  fat  deer  for  the  faerifice. 
The  fat  of  the  inwards  they  burnt  in  the  fire  while 
they  were  dancing,  and  fometimes  railed  the 
flame  to  a prodigious  height,  at  the  fame  time 
yelling  and  fh outing  in  inch  a manner,  that 
■they  mignt  have  been  heard  two  miles  or  more. 

They  continued  their  /acred  dance  all  night ; after 
which  they  eat  the JlcJh  of  the fatrifee,  and  retir- 
ed each  to  his  lodging. 

I enjoyed  little  fatisfaflion  this  night,  ( being  en- 
tirely alone  on  the  ifland.  (as  to  any  Chnftian 
company,)  and  having  walked  to  and  fro’  till 
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body  and  mind  were  much  oppreffed,  I at  length 
crept  into  a little  crib  made  for  corn,  and  there 
flept  on  the  poles. 

* Lord’s- day,  .September  21.  I fpentthe  day 
with  the  Indians  on  the  if! and.  As  foon  as  they 
were  up,  I attempted  to  mftruft  them,  and  la- 
boured to  get  them  together,  but  quickly  found 
they  had  fomething  elfe  to  do  ; for  they  gather- 
ed together  all  their  powwows , or  conjurers,) 
and  fet  about  half  a dozen  of  them  to  playing  their 
tricks,  and  afcliifig  their  frantic  poftures,  in  order 
to  find  out  why  they  were  fo  fickly, -numbers  of  j 
them  being  at  that  time  difordered  with  a Jeter , 
and  bloody  Jux.  In  this  they  were  engaged  for 
feveral  hours,  malting  all  the  wild  dift  rafted  mo- 
tions imaginable  : fometimes  Lying  ; iometunes 
howling  ; fometimes  extending  their  hands  to  the  .1 
lumoft  ft  retch,  fpreading  all  their  fingers,  and  " 
feemed  to  pufit  with  them,  as  if  they  defigned  to 
fright  fomething  away,  or  at  leaf!  keep  it  off  at 
arms-end;  fometimes  ft  robing  their  faces  with 
their  hands,  then  fpurting  water  as  fine  as  mift ; 
fometimes  fitting  flat  on  the  earth,  then  bowing 
down  their  faces  to  the  ground;  wringing  their 
fides,  as  if  in  pain  and  anguiffi  : twilling  their 
faces,  turning  up  their  eyes,  grunting,  or  puffing. 

" Their  monftrous  aftions  feemed  to  have 
fomething  in  them  peculiar!}  fuited  to  raife  tire, 
devil,  if  he  could  be  raifed  by  any  thing  odd  and 
frightful.  Some  of  them  were  much  more  fer- 
vent in  the  bufinefs  than  others,  and  feemed  to 
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chant,  peep,  and  mutter  with  a great  degree  of 
warmth  and  vigour.  I fat  about  thirty  feet  from 
them,  (though  -undifeovered)  with  my  bible  in 
my  hand,  refolving,  if  poiTible,  to  fpoil  their 
fport,  and  prevent 'their  receiving  any  anfwers 
from  the  infernal  world.  They  continued  their 
hideous  charms  -for  more  than  three  hours,  until 
they  had  all  wearied  themfelves  out,  although 
they  had  taken  fundry  intervals  of  reft:  and  at 
length  broke  up,  I apprehended,  without  receiv- 
ing any  anfwer. 

After  they  had  done  powwowing,  I attempted 
-to  difeourfe  with  them  about  Chriftianity;  but 
they  foon  fcattered,  and  gave  no  opportunity. 
A view  of  thefe  things,  while  I was  deftitute  of 
.the  fociety"-of  any  one  that  fo  much  as  i:  named 
the  name  of  Thrifty’  greatly  funk  my  fpirits,  fo 
that  I had  no  heart  nor  power  to  make  any  fur- 
ther attempts  among  them. 

The  Indians  of  this  iftand  many  of  them  under- 
hand Englifh,  having,  formerly  lived  in  Mary- 
I land  near  the  white  people,  but  are  very  vicious, 
drunken,  and  profane,  although  not  tfg/av'ege  as 
tltofe  who  have  lefs  acquaintance  with  the  Eng- 
lifli.  Their  method  of  charming  over  the  ftek, 

| feems  fomewhat  different  from  that  of  other  In- 
dians : and  the  whole  of  it  perhaps  is  an  imitation 
of  /.'hat  feems,  by  Naaman’s  expreflioa,  2 Kings 
v.  u.  to  have  been  the  cuftom  of  the  ancient 
Heathens.  For  it  feems  chiefly  to  confift  in*  their 
“ linking  their  hands  over  the  drfeafed,”  repeat. 
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eJly  ftroking  of  them,  “ and  calling  upon  their 
gods,”  excepting  the  fpurting  of  water,  and  foine 
other  frantic  ceremonies  common  to  the  other 
conjurations. 

* When  I was  in  thefe  parts  in  May  lad,  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  learning  many  of  the  cuf- 
tonis  of  the  Indians:  I then  travelling  more  than 
an  hundred  and  thirty  miles  upon  the  river  above 
the  Engliih  fettlements  ; and  had  in  that  journey 
a view  of  perfons  of  /even  or  eight  diflinft  tribes, 
{peaking  fo  many  different  languages.  But  of  all 
the  fights  I ever  faw  among  them,  none  appear- 
ed fo  near  a-kin  to  what  is  ufuaily  imagined  of 
infernal  powers,  as  the  appearance  of  one  who 
was  a devout  and  zealous  reformer,  or  rather 
teftorer,  of  what  he  fuppofed  was  the  an- 
cient religion  of  the  Indians.  lie  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  his  pontipcial  ••/.a  w ! .cli  was  a coat 
of  bear  [kins,  dreffed  with  the  hair  on,  and  hang- 
ing down  to  his  toes,  a pair  ot  'oear-fkin  dock- 
ings, and  a great  wooden  face,  painted  the  one 
half  black  and  the  other  tawny,  about  the  colour 
of  an  Indian’s  fkiir,  with  an  .extravagant  mot::'), 
cut  very  much  awry  ; the  face  fattened  to  a beat - 
fkiri  cap,  which  was  drawn  over  his  head.  He 
advanced  toward  me  with  the  indrument  in  his 
hand  that  he  ttfed  for  mufic  in  his  idolatrous  wor- 
JJup  which  was  a dry  tortoife-jhcll,  with  fome  corn 
in  it,  and  tite  neck  of  it  drawn  on  a piece  of 
wood,  which  male  a very  convenient  handle. 
As  he  came  forward,  he  beat  his  tune  with  the 
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raUt'e,  and  danced  with  all  his  might,  but  did  not 
ftiffer  any  part  of  his  body,  not  fo  much  as  his 
fingers,  to  be  feen  : and  no  man  would  hate 
guelfed,  by  his  appearance,  that  he  could  have 
been  a human  creature.  When  he  came  near 
me,  I could  not  but  {brink  away  from  him,  al- 
though it  was  then  noon  day,  and  1 knew  who  it 
was.  He  had  a houfe  confecrated  to  religious 
ufes,  with  divers  'images  cut  out  upon  the  feveral 
parts  of  it  ; I went  in  and  found  the  ground  beat 
dlmoft  as  hard  as  a rock  with  their  frequent  danc- 
ing.— I difcourfed  with  him  about  Chriflianity, 
and  fome  cf  my  difcourfe  he  feemed  to  like,  but 
feme  of  it  he  difliked  entirely.  He  told  me  that 
God  had  taught  him  his  religion,  and  that  he 
never  would  turn  from  it,  but  wanted  to  find 
fome  that  would  join  heartily  with  him  in  it  ; for 
the  Indians,  he  faid, .were  grown  very  degene- 
rate. He  had  thoughts,  he  faid,  of  leaving  all 
his  friends,  and  travelling  abroad,  in  order  to 
find  fome  that  would  join  with  him  ; for  he  be- 
lieved God  had  fome  good  people  fome  where, 
that  felt  as  he  did.  He  had  not  always,  he  faid, 
felt  as  he  now  did,  but  had  formerly  been  like 
the  reft  of  the  Indians,  until  about  four  or  five 
years  ago  : then,  he  faid,  his  heart  was  very  much 
diftrefled,  fo  that  he  could  not  live  among  the  In- 
dians, hut  got  away  into  the  woods,  and  lived 
alone  for  fome  months.  At  length,  he  fays,  God 
{hewed  him  what  he  fhould  do  ; and  fince  that 
time  he  had  known  God,  and  tried  to  ferve  him  ; 
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and  loved  all  men,  be  they  who  they  would,  fo  - 
as  he  never  did  before. — He  treated  me  with 
uncommon  couitefy,  and  feemed  to  be  hearty  in 
it. — — And  I was  told  by  the  Indians,  that  he  op- 
pofed  their  drinking  ftrong  liquor  with  all  his 
power;  and  if  at  any  time  he  could  not  diiTuade 
them  from  it,  he  would  leave  them,  and  go  cry- 
ing into  the  woods.  It  was  manned  he  had  a 
fet  of  religious  notions  that  he  had  looked  into 
for  kimfelf  and  not  taken  for  grafted  upon  bare 
tradition ; and  he  relifhed  or  difrelifhed  what- 
ever Was  fpokenof  a religious  nature,  according 
as  it  either  agreed  cr  difagreed  with  his fandard \ 
And  while  I was  difcourfin?  he  would  fometimes 
fay,  “ Now  that  I like  : fo  God  has  taught  me.” 
And  fome  of  his  fentiments  feemed  very  julh. 
Yet  he  utterly  denied  the  being  of  a devil,  and 
declared  there  was  no  fuch  creature  known  a- 
mong  the  Indians  of  old  times.  He  likewife  told 
me,  that  departed  fouls  all  went  fouthward,  and 
that  the  difference  between  the  good  and  bad  was 
this,  that  the former  were  admitted  into  a beauti- 
ful town  with  fpirilual  walls,  or  walls  agreeable  to 
the  nature  of  fouls ; and  that  the  latter  would  for 


ever  hover  round  thofe  walls,  and  in  vain  attempt 
to  get  in.  He  feemed  to  be  fincere,  honeft,  and 
ednfeientious  in  his  ozi'n  way,  which  was  more 
than  I ever  faw  in  any  other  Pagan  ; and  I per- 
ceived he  was  derided  among  moft  of  the  Indians 
as  a precife  zealot.  1 mull  fay,  tit  ere  was  feme- 
J thing 
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Hung  in  his  temper  that  looked  more  like  true' 
religion  than  any  thing  I ever  obferved  among 
other  Heathens. 

Sept.  22.  I made  dome  further  attempts  to 
indraft  the  Indians  on  this  ifland,  but  all  to  no 
purpofe.  They  live  fo  near  the  white  people, 
that  they  are  always  in  the  way  of  flrong  liquor, 
as  well  as  the  ill  examples  of  nominal C hriftians; 
which  renders  it  unfpeakably  diffcult  to  treat 
with  them  about  Chriftianity. 

("On  Monday,  September  2g.  He  left  the 
Indians,  in  order  to  his  return  to  the  Forks  of 
Delaware,  in  a very  weak  hate  of  body,  and 
under  dejeftion  of  mind,  which  continued  the 
two  firft  days  of  his  journey.] 

Thurfday,  September  26.  I w'as  hill  much 
difordered  in  body,  and  able  to  ride  but  Howdy,  I 
continued  my  journey  however.  Near  night  I 
arrived  at  the  Irifh  fettlement,  about  fifteen 
miles  from  mine  own  houfe.  This  day  I was 
much  exeicifed  with  a fenfe  of  my  barrennefs  : 
and  verily  thought,  there  was  no  creature  that 
had  any  true  grace,  but  what  was  more  fpiritual 
and  fruitful  than  I : I could  not  think  that  any 
of  God’s  children  made  fo  poor  a hand  of  living 
to  God  as  I. 

Forks  of  Delaware. 

Gftober  1.  I difcourfed  to  the  Indians  here, 
and  afterwards  invited  them  to  follow  me  to 
I 4 Crofv/eekfung 


Crofweekfung  as  foon  as  their  convenientcy" 
would  admit ; which  invitation  fundry  of  them 
chearfully  accepted. 

Saturday,  Oftober  5.  I preached  at  Crof- 
weekfung, from  John  xiv  1 — 6.  The  divine 
prefence  feemed  to  be  in  the  affembly.  Num* 
bers  were  affefted,  and  iome  comforted. 

O what  a difference  is  there  between  il.efe 
and  the  Indians  upon  S.ffqtwhannah  ! To  be  with 
thofe  feemed  like  being  banilhed  from  God  and 
all  his  people  ; to  be  with  theft  like  be:ng  admit- 
ted into  his  family,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  his 
prefence!  How  great  is  the  change  made  upon 
thefe  Indians,  who  not  many  months  ago  were 
as  averfe  to  Chriftianity,  as  thofe  upon  Sufqua- 
hannah ! 

Lord’s-day,  Oilober  6.  I preached  in  the 
forenoon  from  John  x.  7 — 11.  There  was  a 
confiderable  melting  among  my  people;  the 
young  Chriftians  were  comforted  and  flrength- 
ened,  and  one  or  two  perfons  newly  awakened. 

In  the  afternoon  I difeourfed  on  the  flory  of 
the  jailor,  Aids  xvi.  and  in  the  evening  ex- 
pounded Ails  xx.  1 — 12.  There  was  at  this 
time  a melting  through  the  whole  affembly. 
There  was  fcarce  a dry  eye  to  be  feen  among 
them,  and  nothing  but  what  tended  to  excite  a 
Christian  ardour  and  fpirit  of  devotion. 

After  public  fervice  I withdrew,  and  the  In- 
dians continued  praying  among  themfelves  for 
•ear  two  hours  together;  which  exercifes  ap- 
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peared  to  be  attended  with  a bleffed  influence 
from  on  high. 

I could  not  but  earneflly  wifh  that  numbers  of 
God’s  people  had  been  prefent  at  this  feafon,  to 
fee  and  hear  thefe  things  which  I am  fure  muff 
refrefh  the  heart  of  every  true  lover  of  Zion. 
To  fee  thofe,  who  very  lately  were  favage  Pagans 
and  idolaters,  “ having  no  hope,  and  without 
God  in  the  world,”  new  filled  with  a fenfe  of 
divine  love,  and  worfhipping  the  “ Father  in  fpi- 
rit  and  in  truth,”  was  not  a little  affedHng ; and 
efpecially  to  fee  them  fo  tender  and  humble,  as 
well  as  lively,  fervent,  and  devout. 

Monday  OQober  7.  Being  called  by  the 
church  of  Eaft-Hampton  on  Long-Ifland,  as  a 
member  of  a council,  to  advife  in  affairs  of  dif- 
ficulty in  that  church,  I fet  out  this  morning, 
before  it  was  well  light,  and  travelled  to  Elifa- 
beth-Town. 

[He  profecuted  his  journey  with  the  other 
minifters  that  were  fent  for:  and  did  not  return 
till  Odtober  24.] 

Oftober  24.  Ldifconrfed  from  John  iv.  13 — 14.' 
There  was  a great  attention,  and  an  unaffedled 
melting  in  the  affembly. — It  is  furpriling  to  fee 
how  eager  they  are  to  hear  the  word  of  God.  I 
have  often  thought  they  would  chearfully  attend 
divine  worfliip  twenty-four  hours  together. 

October  23.  I dlfcourfed  to  my  people  on 
the  refunxchon,  irom  Luke  xx.  27 — 36.  And 
when  I came  to  mention  the  bleffednefs  the 
I 5 good 
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good'fhall  enjoy  at  that  feafon ; their  final  free- 
dom from  death,  and  forrow ; their  equality  to 
the  angrfs  in  regard  of  their  nearnefs  to,  and  en- 
joyment of  Chrift  ; and  their  being  tire  children 
of  God,  openly  acknowledged  by  him  as  fuck  ; 
I fay,  when  I mentioned  thefe  things,  numbers 
of  them  were  much  aflefted,  and  melted  with 
a view  of  this  blefi’ed  date. 

October  26.  Being  called  to  affift  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Lord's-fupper  in  a neighbour- 
ing congregation,  I invited  my  people  to  go 
with  me,  who  embraced  the  opportunity  chear- 
fully,  and  attended  the  difcourfes  of  that  folem- 
nity  with  diligence  and  affection,  moll  of  them 
now  underflanding  fomething  of  the  Englifh  lan- 

o o o 

guage. 

Lord’s-day,  October  27.  While  I was  preach- 
ing to  a vaft  alfembly  of  people  abroad,  who  ap- 
peared generally  eafy  and  fecure  enough,  there 
was  one  Indian  woman,  a ftranger,  who  never 
heard  me  preach  before,  nor  ever  regarded  any 
thing  about  religion,  (being  now  perfuaded 
by.  force  of  her  friends  to  come  though  much 
again  ft  her  will)  was  feized  with  a prefling  con- 
cern for  her  foul,  and  foon  after  exprefled  a 
great  defire  of  going  home,  (more  than  forty 
miles  diflant)  to  call  her  hufband,  that  he  alfo 
might  have  a concern  for  his  foul.  Some  oilier 
of  the  Indians  alfo  appeared  to  be  affected  with 
divine  truths  this  day- 
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The  pious  people  of  the  Englifh  (numbers  of 
whom  I had  an  opportunity  to  converfe  with) 
feemed  refreihed  with  feeing  the  Indians  worflrip 
God  in  that  devout  and  folemn  manner,  and 
could  not  but  “ glorifv  God,  faying,  Then  hath 
God  alfo  to  the  Gentiles  granted  repentance 
unto  life/’ 

* Oa.  28.  I aifcourfed  from  Matth.  xxii. 
1 — 13. 1 was  enabled  to  adapt  my  difcourfe  to  the 
capacities  of  my  people,  “ I know  not  how,” 
in  a plain,  eafy,  and  familiar  manner,  beyond  all 
that  I could  have  done  by  the  litmoft  ftudv  : and 
this,  with  as  much  heedqm,  as  ii  I had  been  ad- 
drefling  a common  audience,  who  had  been  in- 
flrudfed  in  Chriilianity  all  their  days. 

* The  word  of  God  at  this  ame  feemed  to 
fall  upon  the  affembly  with  a divine  power,  es- 
pecially toward  the-clofe  of  my  difcourfe  : there 
was  both  a fweet  melting,  and  bitter  mourning 
in  the  audience, — The  Chrifiians  were  refrefhed 
and  comforted,  convictions  revived  in  others, 
and  fundry  perfons  newly  awakened  who  had 
never  been  with  us  before;  and  fo  much  of  the 
divine  prefence  appeared  in  the  affembly,  that 
it  feemed,  “ this  was  no  other  than  the  gate  of 
heaven.”  All  that  had  any  relilh  of  divine 
things  were  even  contained  to  fay,  Lord,  it 
■is-good  for  us  to  be  here!”  If  ever  there  was 
among  my  people  an  appearance  cf  the  New 
Jerufalem — “ as  a bride  adorned  for  her  hu f- 
oand,'1  there  .wag  at. this  time.  And  fo  agree- 

I 6 abk  . 


[ 2o4 

able  was  the  entertainment,  that  I could  fcarce- 
tell  how  to  leave  the  place. 

Lord's-day,  Oftober  23.  I fourteen 

Indians,  fix  adults  and  eight  children : one  of 
thefe  was  near  four fc  ore  years  of  age,  and  I have 
reafon  to  hope  God  has  brought  her  home  to  him- 
felr  : two  of  the  others  were  men  of  ffty  years 
old,  who  had  been  Angular  even  among  the  Indi  ns 
for  their  wickednefs  ; one  of  them  had  been  a 
murderer,  and  both  notorious  drunkards,  as  well  as 
excefhve  quarrelfome  ; but  now  I cannot  but  hope 
both  are  really  changed.  I deferred  their  bap- 
tifm  for  many  weeks,  that  I might  have  more  op- 
portunities to  obferve  the  fruits  of  thofe  impref- 
fions  they  had  been  under.  Indeed  there  was  but 
one  of  the  adults  but  had  given  me  grounds  to 
hope,  that  God  had  wrought  a good  work  in  their 
heaits. 

Nov.  4.  There  were  fundry  of  the  perfons  late- 
ly come  from  remote  places,  that  were  now  brought 
under  deep  concern  for  their  fouls ; particularly 
one,  who  not  long  ftnce  came  half  drunk,  and 
railed  on  us,  and  attempted  to  difturb  us  while  en- 
gaged in  divine  worfhip,  was  fo  diftreffed,  that 
fire  feemed  unable  to  get  any  eafe  without  an  in- 
tereft  in  Chrill.  There  were  many  tears  and  af- 
fectionate groans  in  the  adembly  in  general,  fume 
weeping  for  themfelves,  others  for  their  friends. 
And  though  perfons  are  doubtlefs  much  more  ea- 
fily  3 Hefted  now,  than  they  were  in  the  beginning 
to  this  religious  concern,  when  tears  and  cries  for 

their 
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their  foals  were  things  unheard  of  among  them; 
yet,  their  affetlion  in  general  appeared  genuine  and 
unfeigned ; and  efpecially  in  thofe  newly  awaken- 
ed. 

I baptized  a child  this  day,  and  perceived  feve- 
ral  of  the  baptized  perfons,  affe&ed,  as  being  there- 
by  minded  of  their  own  folemn  engagements. 

I have  now  baptized  in  all  forty-feven  perfons 
of  the  Indians,  twenty-adults,  and  twenty  four 
children  ; thirty-five  of  them  belonging  to  thefe 
parts,  and  the  reft  to  the  Forks  of  Delaware  : 
and  they  have  none  of  them  yet  been  a difgrace 
to  their  profeffion. 

Before  I proceed,  I would  make  a few  remarks. 

And  l ft.  It  is  remarkable  that  God  began  this 
work  among  the  Indians  at  a time  when  I had  the 
leaft  profpefit  of  feeing  a work  of  grace  among 
them.  My  bodily  flrength  being  then  much  wafted 
by  a tedious  journey  to  Sufquahannah,  my  mind  ex- 
ceedingly deprelfed  with  a view  of  the  unfuccefs- 
fulnefs  of  my  labours,  I had  little  to  hope  that  God 
would  make  me  inftrumental  of  the  faving  conver- 
fion  of  any  of  the  Indians,  whence  I was  ready 
to  look  upon  myfelf  as  a burden  to  the  fociety 
that  employed  me.  I began  to  entertain  ferious 
thoughts  of  giving  up  my  million  ; and  almoft  re- 
folved  I would,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  year,  if* 
I had  no  better  profpeft.in  my  work  than  I had 
hitherto  had. 

In  this  frame  of  mind  I firft  vifited  thefe  Indians 
at  Crofweekfung,  apprehending  it  was  my  duty  to 

make 
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make  Tome  attempts  for  their  converfion,  though 
I cannot  fay,  I had  any  hope  of  fnccefs. 

And  yet  this  was  the  very  feafon  that  God  faw 
fit  to  begin  this  glorious  work  in!  And  thus  lie 
“ ordained  firength  out  of  weaknefs,”  by  making 
bare  his  almighty  arm  ata  time  when  all  hopes  and* 
human  probabilities  failed. — “ Whence  I learn  that 
it  is  good  to  follow  the  path  of  duty,  though  in 
the  midft  of  darknefs  and  difcouragement.” 

2 dly.  It  is  remarkable  how  God,  in  a manner  al« 
moll  unaccountable , called  thefe  Indians  together 
and  how  he  feifed  theirminds  with  the  moll  folemn 
Concern  as  fall  as  they  came  to  the  place  where 
his  word  was  preached.  When  I firfl  came  into, 
thefe  parts,  I found  not  one  man  at  the  place,  .■ 
but  only  four  women,  and  a few  children  : bat  be~ 
fore  I had  been  there  many  days,  they  gathered 
from  all  quarters,  feme  from  more  than  twenty 
miles  diflant:  and  when  I made  them  a fecond 
vifit,  fome  came  more  than  forty  miles  to  hear  ;,' 
me. 

And  many  came  without  any  intelligence  of 
what  was  going  on  here,  and  confequentlv  with-  -, 
out  any  defign,  fo  much  as  to  gratify  their  curi- 
ofity  ; fo  that  it  feemed  as  if  God  had  fummon- 
ed  them  together  from  all  quarters  for  nothing  elfe  • 

• but  to  deliver  his  mefiage  to  them. 

Nor  is  it  lefs  furprifing  that  they  were  one  after 
another  affefted  with  a folemn  concern,  almofl  as 
loon  as  they  came  upon  the  fpot  were  divine  truths 
were  taught  them.  I could  not  but  think,  their 

coming* 
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coming  to  this  place  was  like  Saul  and  his  mei- 
fengers  coming  among  the  prophets;  they  no  loon- 
er  came  but  they  prophelied  : and  thefe  were  al- 
mofl  as  foon  affecied  with  a fenfe  of  their  fin  and 
mifery,  and  with  an  earned  concern  for  deli- 
verance, as  they  made  their  appearance  in  our  af- 

fembly. After  this  work  of  grace  began  with 

power  among  them,  it  was  common  for  Jlrangers 
of  the  Indians,  before  they  had  been  with  us 
one  day,  to  be  deeply  convinced  of  their  fin  and 
mifery,  and  to  inquire  with  great  folicitude, 
“ What  they  fhould  do  to  be  faved 

gd/y,  It  is  likewife  remarkable  how  God  pre- 
ferred thefe  poor  ignorant  Indians  from  being 
prejudiced  againfi  me,  and  the  truths  I taught 
them.  There  were  many  attempts  made  by  forne 
of  the  white  people  to  prejudice  them  againfi,  or 
fright  them  from  Chriflianity,  They  fometimes 
told  them,  the  Indians  were  well  enough  al- 
ready : — that  there  was  no  need  of  all  this  noij'c 
about  Chriflianity  : — that  if  they  were  Chriftians, 
they  would  be  in  no  better,  no  fafer,  or  happier 
date,  than  they  were  already. 

Sometimes  they  told  them,  that  I was  a knave , 
a deceiver : that  I taught  them  lies,  and  had  no 
other  defign  but  to  impofe  upon  them. 

And  when  none  of  thefe  fuggefbons  would 
avail,  they  told  the  Indians,  “ My  defign  was 
to  gather  together  as  large  a body  of  men  as  I 
could,  and  fell  them  to  England  for  flaves,”  No- 
thing could  be  more  likely  to  terrify  the  Indians, 

they- 
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they  being  naturally  of  a jealous  difpofuion,  and 
the  mofl  averfe  to  a flate  of  fervitude  perhaps  o; 
any  people  living. 

Bat  all  thefe  infinuations  (through  divine  good- 
nefs)  conftantly  turned  againfl  the  authors  of 
them,  and  only  ferved  to  ensra^e  the  affections  of 
the  Indians  more  firmly  to  me:  for  they  could 
not  but  obferve,  that  the  perfcns  who  endeavour- 
ed to  imbitter  their  minds  againfl  me,  were  alto- 
gether unconcerned  about  their  own  fouls,  and 
not  only  fo,  but  vicious  and  profane ; and  thence 
could  not  but  argue,  that  if  they  had  no  concern, 
for  their  ozon,  it  wras  not  likely  they  lhould  have 
any  for  the  fouls  o V others. 

It  feems  the  more  wonderful  that  the  Indians, 
were  preferved  from  hearkening  to  thefe  fuggef- 
tions,  as  I was  an  utter  flranger  among  them, 
and  could  give  no  aiTurance  of  my  fincere  affec- 
tion, by  any  thing  that  was  paff, — while  the 
perfons  that  infinuated  thefe  things  were  their 
old  acquaintance,  who  had  had  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  gratifying  them,  and  ccnfequently 
had  the  greateff  intereff  in  their  affeflions. 

4 tkly,  Nor  is  it  lefs  wonderful  how  God  was 
pleafed  to  provide  a remedy  for  my  want  of  /kill, 
in  the  Indian  language,  by  remarkably  fitting  mv 
interpreter  for,  and  afhfling  him  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  work.  It  might  be  fuppofed  I muff 
labour  under  a vafl  difadvantage  in  addrefTmg  the 
Indians  by  an  interpreter,  and  that  divine  truths 
would  lofe  much  of  their  energy,  by  coming  to 

die- 


[ zo9  ] 

[ the  audience  from  a fecond  hand.  But  although 
this  has  often  been  the  cafe  in  times  part,  when' 
my  interpreter  had  little  fenfe  of  divine  things, 
yet  now  it  is  quite  otherwife.  I cannot  think 
my  addreffes  to  the  Indians  fince  the  beginning 
of  this  feafon  of  grace,  have  loft  any  thing  of  the 
power  with  which  they  were  made,  unlefs  it  were 
fometimes  for  want  of  pertinent  expreflions  irr 
the  Indian  language.  My  interpreter  had  before 
gained  fome  good  degree  of  doBrinal  knowledge,' 
whereby  he  was  capable  of  underfianding  and 
communicating  the  meaning  of  my  difcourfes, 
without  being  obliged  to  interpret  word  for  word. 
He  had  likewise  an  experimental  acquaintance 
with  divine  things ; and  it  pleafed  God  at  this 
feafon  to  infpire  his  mind  with  longing  defires 
for  the  converfion  of  the  Indians,  and  to  give 
him  admirable  zeal  and  fervency  in  addrefling 
them.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  when  I was 
favoured  with  any  fpecial  affiance , and  enabled 
to  fpeak  with  more  than  common  freedom,  fer- 
vency, and  power,  he  was  affefted  in  the  fame 
manner  almoll  inflantly,  and  enabled  to  fpeak  in 
the  fame  pathetic  language  that  I did.  And  a 

furprifing  energy  often  accompanied  the  word  at 
fuch  feafons ; fo  that  the  face  of  the  whole 
affembly  would  be  changed  almofl  in  an  in- 
flant,  and  tears  and  fobs  became  common  among 
them. 

He  likewife  took  pains  day  and  night  to  incul- 
cate upon  the  Indians  the  truths  I taught  them 
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daily;  and  this  not  from  fphi  :.al  pride,  but  fronts 
a fpiri  of  faithfulnefs,  and  ; uneit  concern  for  I: 
their  i.  ouls. 

And  thus  God,  without  ,wing  on  me  ;he~ 
gif' cf  tongues,  could  find  c - wherein  I might 
be  effeflually  enabled  to  a . the  tu  As  of  his 
glorious  gofpel  to  the  rr.5  . . I tl.efe  poor  be- 
nighted Pagans. 

Lajlly,  The  ejfe&s  of  tl  : work  have  been  very 
remarkable.  I doubt  not  Put  that  many  of  thefe ' ' 
people  have  gained  mor  1.:;  owl  edge  of  divine 
truths  fince'June  laid,  tlir  n :ould  have  been  in- 
ffilled  into  their  minds  due.  moll  diligent  lifer 
of  proper  means  for  wh  years  together,  with- 
out fuch  a divine-  inffunce.  Their  Pa  - in  no- 
tions  and  idolatrous  p ftices  fecm  to  be  en- 
tirely abandoned.  Trig  are  regularly  difpofed’ 
in  the  affairs  cf  marriage ; an  inflance  whereof 
I have  given  in  my  Journal  of  Augufl  14. 
They  feem  generally  divorced  from  drunken - 
nefs,  their  darling  vice,  and  the  “ fin  that  eafily.  1 
befets  them fo  that  I do  not  know  of  ^ nTP 


than  two  or  three  who  have  been  my  fleady 
ers,  that  have  drank  to  excefs  fince  I firft  vilited 
them,  although  before  it  was  common  for  fome 
or  other  of  them  to  be  drunk  almcft  every  day  : 
and  fome  of  them  feem  now  to  fear  this  lin  in 
particular  more  than  death  itfelf.  A principle 
of  honelly  and  juflice  appears  in  many  of  them, 
and  they  feem  concerned  to  difcharge  their  old 
debts,  which  they  have  neglefted,  and,  perhaps, 


fcarce 
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ibarce  thought  of  for  years  pair.  Their  manner 
of  living  is  much  more  decent  and  comfortable 
than  formerly.  Love  reigns  among  them,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  who  have  experienced  a real  change  : 
and  I never  faw  any  appearance  of  bitterne/'s  or 
cenforioufnefs , nor  any  difpofition  to  “ eileem 
i themfelves  better  than  others.” 

* As  their  forrows  under  conviBions  have 
been  great  and  prefling,  fo  many  of  them  have 
fince  appeared  to  “rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable.” 
And  yet  their  confolations  do  not  incline  them 
to  lightnejs  ; but  are  attended  with  folannity , and 
with  tears , and  brokennefs  of  heart.  And  in. 
this  refpeft  fome  of  them  have  been  furprifed  at 
1 themfelves,  and  have  with  concern  obferved  to 
■ me,  that  “ when  their  hearts  have  been  glad,” 

1 “ they  could  not  help  crying  for  all.” 

Upon  the  whole,  here  are  all  the  evidences 
of  a remarkable  work  of  grace  that  can  reafon* 

I ably  be  looked  for.  May  the  great  Author  main- 
tain and  promote  the  fame  here,  and  propagate 
it  every  where , till  “ the  whole  earth  be  filled 
with  his  glory  1” 

I have  now  rode  more  than  three  thoufand 
miles  fince  the  beginning  of  March  laft;  and  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  it  has  been  as  a mijjionary,  up- 
on the  defign  of  propagating  Chnjlian  knowledge 
among  the  Indians.  I have  taken  pains  to  look 
out  for  a colleague,  to  travel  with  me;  but  have 
not  as  yet  iound  any  perfon  qualified  and  dif» 
pofed  for  this  good  work. 

Am 


As  i’ie(e  poor  Pagans  flood  in  need  of  having? 

5‘  line  upon  line,  and  precept  upon  precept,”  i,r 
order  to  their  being  grounded  in  the  principles  cf 
Ghriflianity  ; fo  I preached  !t  publickly  and  taught 
from  houfe  to  houfe,”  almoft  every  day  for  who!: 
weeks  together.  And  my  pirhlic  difcourfes  did  not 
then  make  up  the  one  half  of  my  work,  while 
there  werefomany  conflarrtiy  coming  to  me  with 
that  important  inquiry,  “ What  muft  we  do  to  be 
faved  ?”  And  yet  I can  fay,  (to  the  praife  of  God) 
that  the  fuccefs  with  which  my  labours  werexrown*  I 
ed,  unfpeakablv  more  than  compenfated  for  the 
labour  itfelf,  and waslikewife  agreat  meansof  car- 
ryingme  through  fatigues,  which  my  nature  would  I 
have  funk  under,  without  fuch  an  encouraging 
profpeft.  But  although  this  fuccefs  has  afforded 
matter  of  fupport,  comfort  and  thankfulnefs  i 
yet  in  this  feafon  I have  found  great  need  of  af- 
fiflance  in  mv  work,  and  have  been  much  oppref- 
fed  for  want  of  one  to  bear  a part  of  my  labours 
and  hardjhips. 

“ May  the  Lord  of  the  harveft  fend  forth  o- 
ther  labourers  into  this  part  of  his  harvefl,  that 
thofe  who  fit  in  darknefs  may  fee  great  light,  and 
that  the  whole  earth  may  be  filled  with  the  knot*'* 
ledge  of  himfelf  !” 

[Tuefday,  November  5.  He  left  the  Indians, 
and  fpent  the  remaining  part  of  this  week  in  tra-  : 
veiling  to  various  parts  of  New-Jerfev,  in  order 
to  <*et  a colleflion  for  the  ufe  of  the  Indians,  and 

O ' _ 

to  obtain  a fchooUmajler  to  inftrutt  them.J 
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lord’s- day,  November  10.  [At  EJifabeth- 
"Townj  I pleached  in  the  forenoon  from  2 Cor„ 
v.  20.  God  was  pleafed  to  give  me  freedom  and 
•fervency  ; and  the  prefence  of  God  feemed  to  be 
in  the  aifembly  ; numbers  were  affebled,  and  there 
were  many  tears  among  them.  In  the  afternoon 
I preached  from  Luke  xiv.  22.  “ And  yet  there 

is  room.”  I was  favoured  with  divine  afliftance 
in  the  fiifl  prayer,  and  poured  out  my  foul  to  God 
with  a filial  temper;  the  living  God  alfo  aflifted 
•me  in  fermon. 

Friday,  November  15.  I could  not  crofs  the 
■ferry  by  reafon  of  the  violence  of  the  wind  ; nor 
could  I enjoy  any  place  of  retirement  at  the  ferry 
houfe.  Yet  God  gave  me  fome  fatisfaflion  in 
.meditation,  and  lilting  up  my  heart  to  God  in  the 
mid  ft  of  company.  And  although  fome  were 
drinking  and  talking  profanely,  yet  my  mind  was 
calm  and  compofed.  And  I could  not  but  blefs 
God,  that  I was  not  like  to  fpend  an  eternity  in 
fuch  company. 

Saturday,  November  16.  I eroded  the  ferry 
and  aimed  at  Elifabeth's-Town  near  night.  I 
was  in  a compofed  frame  of  mind,  and  felt  an 
entire  refignation  with-refpeft  to  a lofs  I had  late- 
ly fuftained,  in  having  my  horfe  dolen  from  me 
the  lad  Wednefday  night. 

* Friday,  November  22.  I rode  to  Mr.  Ten- 
jient’s  and  from  thence  to  Crofweekfung.  Oh 
that  I could  fill  up  all  my  time,  whether  in  the 
houfe  or  by  the  way,  for  God  ! I was  enabled 

this 
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tilts  day  to  give  up  my  foul  to  God,  and  put  ail 
my  concerns  into  his  hands : and  found  real  confu- 
tation in  the  thought  of  being  entirely  at  his  difp©- 
fal  and  having  no  will  orintered  of  my  own.  I have 
received  my  all  from  God  ! Oh  that  I could  re- 
turn my  all  to  God ! Surely  God  is  worthy  of  my 
bighed  affection,  and  mod  devout  adoration  ; Ire  | 
is  infinitely  worthy,  that  I fhould  make  him  iny  jj 
lad  end,  and  live  for  ever  to  him  : Oh  that  I might 
never  more,  in  any  one  indance,  live  to  myfelf!  \ 

Lord’s-day,  November  24.  I preached  ;rom 
■■the  dory  of  Zaccheus,  When  I infided  upon  ij 
the  Jalvadon  that  comes  to  the  /inner , upon  his  be-  j 
coming  a true  believer,  the  word  feemed  to  be  at-'  jj 
tended  with  divine  power. — — Numbers  were  fj 
much  affeCted; — -former  convictions  were  revived, 
one  or  two  perfons  newly  awakened  ; — and  a mod  _fl 
affeCtionate  engagement  appeared  among  them  | 
univerfally. 

November  26.  I was  favoured  with  freedom  | 
and  fervency  in  my  difcourfe.  Many  wept  af- 
fectionately, and  fcarce  any  appeared  ur  concern- 
ed. The  influence  that  feized  the  audience'  ap- 
peared gentle,  and  yet  deeply  afie&ed  the  heart. 

It  excited  in  the  perfons  under  convictions  of  I 

their  lod  date,  heavy  groans  and  tears: and 

in  others  who  had  obtained  comfort,  a fweet  and  I 
humble  melting.  It  feemed  like  the  gen  'e  but  i 
fteady  fhowers  that  efifeCtually  water  the  ear:!!. 

The  perfons  lately  awakened,  were  deeply  d:f- 
trelfed,  and  appeared  earnedly  foliciticus  to  obtain 
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3tn  inteteft  in  Chrift:  and  feme  of  them,  in  an- 
guifh  of  fpirir,  faid,  “ They  knew  not  what  to 
do,  nor  how  to  get  their  wicked  hearts  changed.” 
November  28.  After  public  fen-ice  was 
over,  I afked  one  of  the  Indians  who  wept 
mod  affectionately,  “ What  fhe  now  wanted  ?” 
She  replied,  “ Oh  to  be  with  Chrift!  She  did 
not  know  how  to  ftay.”  This  was  a blefted  re- 
frefhing  feafon  to  the  religious  people  in  general. 
The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  feemed  to  manifeft  his  di- 
vine glory  to  them,  as  when  transfigured  before 
ftiis  difciples.  And  they  were  ready  univerfally 
to  fay,  “ Lord  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here.” 

The  influence  of  God’s  word  was  not  confined 
■ to  thofe  who  had  given  evidences  of  being  truly 
gracious,  though  I calculated  my  difeourfe  for, 
and  directed  it  chi 'fly  to  fuch  : but  it  appeared  to 
be  a feafon  of  divine  power  in  the  whole  aftem- 
bly  ; fo  that  raoft  were,  in  fome  meafure  affected. 
And  one  aged  man  in  particular,  lately  awaken- 
ed, was  now  brought  under  deep  and  prefting  con- 
cern, and  was  ear reftly  iaquifitive  “ how  he 
might  find  Jefus  Chrift.” 

God  feems  full  to  vouchfafe  the  influence  of 
his  blefted  Spirit,  in  ail  our  meetings  for  divine 
worfhip. 

| . November  30.  I preached  near  night,  after 
having  fpent  fome  hours  in  private  conference 
with  fome  of  my  people.  I explained  the  ftory 
of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  Luke  xvi.  19.  26. 

The 
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The  word  made  powerful  imprefftons  upon  man)*, 
.-'Tpecially  while  I difcourfed  of  the  bleffednefs  of 
Lazarus  in  Abraham’s  bofom.”  This  I could 
perceive,  affected  them  much  more  than  what  I 
fpoke  of  the  rich  man  s torments.  And  thus  it  | 
■has  been  ufually  with  them.  They  have  appear- 
ed much  more  affected  with  the  comfortable  than 
the  dreadful  truths  of  God’s  word.  And  that 
which  has  dtftreffed  many  of  them  under  convic- 
tions, is,  that  they  wanted,  and  could  not  ob-  . 
tain  the  happinefs  of  the  godly  ; they  have  often 
appeared  to  be  more  affedted  with  this , than  with  ' 
the  terrors  of  hell.  But  whatever  be  the  means 
of  their  awakening,  it  is  plain,  numbers  are  j 
made  deeply  fenfible  of  their  fin  and  inifery,  the 
wickednefs  of  their  own  hearts,  their  utter  inabi - I 
lily  to  help  themfelves,  or  come  to  Chrift  for  * 
help,  without  divine  affiftance. 

Lord’s-day,  December  x.  I gave  them  parti-  4 
cular  cautions  and  directions  relating  to  their  con-  t 
dudt.in  divers  refpefts.  And  preffed  them  to 
waichfulnefs  in  all  their  deportment,  feeing  they  j 
were  encompaffed  with  thofe  that  “ waited  for  I 
their  halting,”  and  who Jlood  ready  to  draw  them 
into  temptations  of  every  kind,  and  then  to  ex-  jj 
pofe  religion  on  their  account. 

Monday,  December  9.  I fpent  moff  of  the  n 
day  in  procuring  provi ficus,  in  order  to  my  fel- 
ting up  houft- keeping  among  .he  Indians. 

Tuefday, 
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Tuefda-y,  December  10.  Towards  night  I got 
into  my  own  houfe.t 

December  12.  I preached  from  the  parable 
•of  the  ten  virgins,  Matth.  xxv.  The  divine 
power  feemed  to  attend  this  difcourfe,  in  which 
I was  favoured  with  uncommon  plainnefs  of  ad- 
drefs,  and  enabled  to  open  divine  truths,  in  a 
maner  beyond  myfelf. — There  appeared  in  many 
an  affeftionate  concern  for  their  fouls:  and  it 
was  refrefhing  to  fee  them  melted  into  tears; 
fome  with  a j'einji  of  divine  love,  and  fome  for 
want  of  it. 

Lord’s-day,  December  15.  I preached  to  the 
Indians  from  Luke  xiii.  24,  28.  Divine  truths 
fell  with  weight  upon  the  audience.  Near  night 
I difcourfed  to  them  again  from  Matth.  xxv.  31. 
to  46.  At  which  feafon  alfo,  the  word  appear- 
ed to  be  accompanied  with  divine  influence,  and 
made  powerful  impreffions  upon  the  aiTembly  in 
general,  as  well  as  upon  divers  perfons  in  a very 
particular  manner.  This  was  an  amazing  feafon 
of  grace!  “ The  word  of  the  Lord,”  “ was 
quick  and  powerful,  fharper  than  a two-edged 
fword.”  The  afiembly  was  deeply  wrought  upon  ; 
and  the  impreffions  made  by  the  word  of  God 
appeared  folid  and  rational,  worthy  of  the  folemn 
truths  by  means  of  which  they  were  produced. 

Vol.  NIL  K ' O how 


+ This  is  the  third  houfe that  he  built  to  dwell  in  by  himfelf 
among  the  Indians:  the  firft  at  Kaunaumeek  in  the  county  of  Al- 
bany : the  lecond  at  the  Forks  of  Delawate  in  Pcr.iVivania  ; and 
now  this  at  Ci  ofwcckfung  in  New-Jerfey. 
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O how  did  the  hearts  of  the  hearers  feem  to 
bow  under  the  weight  of  divine  truths!  And 
how  evident  did  it  now  appear  that  they  received 
and  felt  them,  “ not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  as 
the  word  of  God  ! ” 

* December  16.  There  was  much  affcCtion 
and  concern  in  the  affembly  ; efpeciallv  one  wo- 
man appeared  in  great  diftrefs.  She  was  brought 
to  fuch  an  agony  in  feekbfig-after  Chrifi,  that  the 
fweat  ran  off  her  face  for  a confi  ’erable  time,  al- 
though the  evening  was  very  cold  ; and  her  bitter 
cries  were  the  molt  affecting  indication  of  the  in- 
ward anguifh  ofher  heart. 

Saturday,  December  21.  My  people  having 
now  attained  to  a confiderable  degree  of  know- 
ledge in  the  principles  ol  ChriP.ianity,  I thought 
it  proper  to  fet  up  a catechetical  lec  vre  ; and  this 
evening  attempted  fomething  i;;  that  form-,  pro- 
poftng  queltions  to  them,  receiving  their  anfwers, 
and  then  explaining  and  in  fitting  as  appeared  pro- 
per upon  each  qneftion.  Aiter  which  I endea- 
voured to  make  fomepraftical  improvement  ofthe 
whole. — They  were  able  rea.lily  and  laliona'ly 
to  anfwer  many  important  qi.eflions : fo  that  I 
found  their  knowledge  to  exceed  my  expecta- 
tions.— In  the  improvement  of  my  difeourfe, 
when  I came  to  open  tire  bleffednefs  of  thefe  who 
have  fo  great  and  glorious  a God.  as  had  been 
Ipoken  of,  “ for  tbeir  evcrlatting  friend  and  por- 
tion,” fundrv  were  much  affected  : and  cfpeciaiiy  - 
when  I exhorted  them  “ to  be  reconciled  to 

God,:j 


[ 219  ] 

God,”  through  his  dear  Son,  and  thus  to  fecure 
an  intereff  in  his  everlaffing  favour. 

* Lord’s-day,  December  22.  After  my  la- 
bours with  the  Indians,  I fpent  fome  time  in 
writing;  and  was  much  wearied  with  the  labours 
of  the  day.  I am  confcious  to  myfelf  that  my  la- 
bours are  as  great  and  conflant  as  my  nature  will 
Lear,  and  that  ordinarily  I go  to  the  extent  of  my 
flrength  ; fo  that  I do  all  I can  ; but  the  nailery 
is,  I do  not  labour  with  that  heavenly  temper, 
that  fingle  eye  to  the  glory  of  God,  that  I long 
for. 

There  were  fundry  perfons  of  the  Indians  new- 
ly come  here,  who  had  frequently  lived  among 
the  Quakers  ; and  being  more  civilized  than  the 
generality  of  the  Indians,  they  had  imbibed  fome  of 
the  Quakers  errors,  efpecially  this,  that  if  men 
would  but  live  according  to  the  dictates' of  their 
own  confciences,  (or  the  light  within,')  there  is 

no  doubt  of  their  falvation. Thefe  perfons  I 

found  much  worfe  to  deal  with  than  thofe  who 
are  wholly  under  Pagan  darknefs,  who  make  no 
pretences  to  knowledge  in  Chriftianity,  nor  have 
any  Jelf -righteous  foundation  to  hand  upon. 
However,  they  all,  except  one,  appeared  now 
convinced,  that  this  was  not  fufficient  to  falva- 
tion ; fince  Chrift  himfelf  had  declared  it  fo  in 
the  cafe  of  the  young  man.  And  feemed  in  fome 
meafure  concerned  to  obtain  that  change  of  heart 
which  I had  been  labouring  to  fhew  them  the  ne- 
cefiity  of. 
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This  was  likewife  a feafon  of  comfort  to  fcrme 
fouls,  and  in  particular  to  one  who  never  before 
obtained  any  fettled  comfort. 

When  I came  to  enquire  of  her,  how  fire  got 
relief  from  the  diftrefles  fhe  had  lately  been  un- 
der, fire  anfwered  in  broken  EngIifh,J  “ Ale 
try,  me  try,  fave  myfelf,  laft  inv  flrength  be  all 
gone,  (meaning  her  ability  to  fave  herfelf,) 
could  not  me  flir  bit  further.  Den  laft  me 
forced  let  Jefus  Chrift  alone,  fend  me  hell  if  he 
pleafe.”  I faid,  But  you  was  not  willing  to  go 
to  hell,  was  you  ? She  replied, + “ Could  not 
me  help  it.  My  heart  he  would  wicked  lor 
all.  Could  not  me  make  him  good  I afked 
her,  How  fire  got  out  of  this  cafe  ? She  anfwer- 
ed ftill  in  the  fame  broken  language,^  “ Bv  by 
my  heart  be  grad  defperately/’  I afked  her  why 
her  heart  w'as  glad  ? She  replied,  “ Grad  my 
heart  Jefus  Chrift  do  what  he  pleafe  with  me. 
Den  me  tink,  grad  my  heart  Jefus  Chrift  fend 

me 

' + In  proper  FnglHh  thus,  ) tried  and  tried  to  fave  myfelf, 
till  at  !aft  my  ftrenglh  was  all  gone,  and  I could  no;  ft • r any 
further.  Then  at  lath  I was  forced  to  let  Jefus  Ch.  ill  alone  to 
fend  me  to  hell  if  he  plealed.” 

t In  plain  Englifh  thus,  “ I could  not  help  it.  My  heart 
would  be  wicked  for  all  I could  do,  I could  not  make  it 
good- 

^ “ By  and  bv  my  heart  was  exceeding  glad  that  Je:;;s  Ch.  id 
would  do  with  me  what  he  pleafed.  Then  I though:  my  heart 
would  be’glad  although  Chrift  fhould  fend  me  to  Sell.  I ^;d 
not  care  w here  he  put  me,  I fnould  love  him  for  ail ; f.  do 
what  he  would  with  me. 
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me  hell.  Did  not  me  care  where  he  put  me, 
me  love  him  for  all.” 

* And  Ihe  could  not  readily  be  convinced, 
but  that  (he  was  willing  to  go  to  hell,  if  Chrift  was 
pleafed  to  fend  her  there.  Though  the  truth  evi- 
dently was,  her  will  was  fo  fwallowed  up  in  the 
divine  will,  that  (he  could  not  frame  any  hell  in 
her  imagination  that  would  be  dreadful,  provid- 
ed it  was  the  will  of  God  to  fend  her  to  it. 

December  25.  The  Indians  having  been  ufcd 
upon  Chriftmas-days  to  drink  and  revel  among 
the  white  people,  I thought  proper  to  call  them 
together,  and  difeourfe  to  them  upon  divine 
things  : which  I accordingly  did  from  the  para- 
ble of  the  barren  figtree,  Luke  xiii.  6 — g.  The 
power  of  God  appeared  in  the  affembly,  by 
awakening  feveral  flupid  creatures,  that  were 
fcarce  ever  moved  before.  And  the  imprefhons 
made  upon  the  affembly  in  general,  feemed  not 
Juperficial,  but  deep  and  heart-affe£iing.  O how 
ready  did  they  appear  to  comply  with  every  thing 
they  were  convinced  was  their  duty ! God  was 
in  the  midft  of  us  of  a truth,  bowing  and  melt- 
ing  hubborn  hearts  ! How  many  tears  and  fobs 
were  then  to  be  feen  and  heard  among  us ! 
What  livelinefs  and  ft  rift  attention  ! What  ea- 
_gernefs  and  intenfenefs  of  mind  1 They  feemed 
to  watch  and  wait  for  the  dropping  of  God  s word, 
as  the  thirfty  earth  for  the  “ former  and  latter 
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December  26.  This  evening  I was  vifited  br 
a perfon  under  great  fpiritual  exercife.  She  was 
a woman  of  more  than  Jcur-fcore  years  old,  and 
appeared  to  be  much  broken  and  very  childijk 
through  age,  fo  that  it  feemed  impoftible  for  man 
to  inftil  into  her  mind  any  notions  of  divine 
things. — She  was  led  by  the  hand  into  my  houfe,. 
and  appeared  in  extreme  anguifh.  I afked  her, 
what  ailed  her?  She  anfwered,  “ That  her  heart 
was  dillreffed,  and  fhe  feared  {he  fhould  never 
find  Cbrifl.”  I afked  her,  when  ihe  began  to  be 
concerned  ? She  anfwered  to  this  effect,  That 
file  had  heard  'me  preach  many  times,  but  never 
“felt  it  in  her  heart’  till  the  laft  fabbath ; and 
then  it  came,  file  fuid,  “ all  one  as  if  a needle 
had  been  thurft  into  her  heart fince  which  1 
time  fhe  had  no  reft  day  or  night.  She  added, 
that  on  the  evening  before  Chriftmas,  a number 
of  Indians  being  together  at  the  houfe  where  fhe 
was,  and  difeourfing  about  Chrijt,  their  talk  ; 
pricked  her  heart , fo  that  fhe  could  not  fit  up,.  | 
but  fell  down  on  her  bed  ; at  which  time Jlie  went* 
away , (as  file  expreifed  it)  and  felt  as  if  {lie 
dreamed,  and  yet  is  confident  fhe  did  not  dream.  |i 
When  file  was  thus  gone,  fhe  faw,  fine  fays,  two 
paths,  one  appeared  very  broad  and  crooked  ; and 
that  turned  to  the  left  hand.  The  other  appeared 
ftrait  and  very  narrow  ; and  that  went  up  the 
hill  to  the  right  hand.  She  travelled,  fhe  faid, 
for  feme  time  up  the  narrow  right-hand  path, 
till  at  length  fomething  feemed  to  obftruft  her 
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journey.  She  fometimes  called  it  darknefs,  and 
fometimes  compared  it  to  a block  or  bar.  She 
then  remembered,  fhe  fays,  what  fhe  had  heard 
me  fay  about  “ driving  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait 
gate,”  (although  fhe  took  little  notice  of  it  at  that 
time)  and  thought  fire  would  climb  over  this  bar. 
But  juft  as  flte  was  thinking  of  this,  (lie  came 
back  again,  as  fhe  termed  it,  meaning  that  fhe 
came  to  herfelf ; whereupon  her  foul  was  ex- 
tremely diftreffed,  apprehending  fhe  had  now 
turned  back  and  forfaken  Chrift,  and  that  there 
was  therefore  no  hope  of  mercy  for  her. 

I then  propofed  to  her  the  provifion  made  in 
the  gofpel  for  the  falvation  of  finners,  and  the 
ability  and  willingnefs  of  Chrift  “ to  fave  to  the 
uttermoft  all  (old  as  well  as  young)  “ that  come  to 
him.”  To  which  fhe  feemed  to  give  a hearty  af- 
fent.  But  inflantly  replied,  “ Ay,  but  I cannot 
come  ; my  wicked  heart  will  not  come  to  Chrift,  I 
do  not  know  how  to  come.”  And  this  fhe  fpoke 
in  anguifh  of  fpirit,  ftriking  her  breaft,  with  tears 
in  her  eyes  ; and  with  fuch  earneltnefs  in  her 
looks  as  was  indeed  affettino-. 

O 

She  feems  to  be  really  convinced  of  her  fin  and 
mifery,  and  her  need  of  a change  of  heart : and 
her  concern  is  abiding  and  conffant.  So  that 
nothing  appears  but  that  this  exercife  may  have 
a having  lhue.  And  indeed  there  is  ground  to 
hope  for  it,  feeing  fhe  is  felicitous  to  obtain  an 
inter  eft  in  Chrift,  that  her  heart,  (as  fhe  expref- 
fes  it)  prays  day  and  night. 

^ 4 December 
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December  28.  I difcourfed  to  my  people  in  the 
catechetical  method  I lately  entered  upon.  And 
in  the  improvement  of  my  difcourfe,  wherein  I 
ivas  comparing  man’s  prefent  with  his  primitive 
flate  ; and  prefling  finners  to  take  a view  of  their 
deplorable  circumftances  without  Cluifl;  as  alfo 
to  ftrive  that  they  may  obtain  an  intereft  in  him; 
the  Lord  granted  a remarkable  influence  of  his 
blefled  Spirit,  and  there  was  a great  concern  in 
the  aflembly  : many  were  melted  into  tears,  and 
the  impreflions  made  upon  them  feemed  deep  and 
heart  affe&ing.  And  in  particular,  there  were 
two  or  three  perfons  who  appeared  to  be  reduced 
almoft  to  extremity;  being  convinced  of  the  im- 
poflibility  of  helping  themfelves,  or  mending 
their  own  hearts;  and  upon  the  point  of  giving 
up  all  hope  in  themfelves,  and  venturing  upon 
Chrift  as  naked,  helplefs  and  undone. 

Lord‘s-day.  December  29.  I preached  from 
John  iii.  1 — 5.  anumberof  white  people  were 
prefent,  as  is  ufual  upon  the  fabbath.  The  dif- 
coutfe  feemed  to  have  a filent,  but  deep  and  piercing 
influence  upon  the  audience.  Many  wept  and 
fobbed  affectionately.  And  there  were  fome  tears 
among  the  white  people,  as  well  as  the  Indians. 
Some  could  not  refrain  from  crying  out.  But  th 
impreflions  made  upon  their  hearts,  appeared 
chiefly  by  the  extraordinary  earneftnefs  of  their 
attention,  and  their  heavy  fighs  and  tears. 

* After  public  worfhip  was  over,  I went  to  my 
houfe,  propofing  to  preach  again  after  a fhort  in- 
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termiffion.  But  they  foon  came  in,  one  after 
another,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  to  know  “ what 
they  fhoulcl  do  to  be  faved.”  And  the  divine 
Spirit  in  fuch  a manner,  fet  home  upon  their 
hearts  what  I fpoke  to  them,  that  the  houfe  was 
foon  filled  with  cries  and  moans. Tl  ev  all 

O 

flocked  together  upon  this  occafion,  and  thofe 
whom  I had  reafon  to  think  in  a Cnrifllefs  flate, 
were  almoft  univerfally  feized  with  concern  for 
their  fouls. 

It  was  an  amazing  feafon  of  power  among  them, 
and  feemed  as  if  God  had  “ bowed  the  heavens 
and  come  down.”  So  affonifhingly  prevalent 
was  the  operation  upon  old  as  well  as  young, 
that  it  feemed  as  if  God  was  about  to  convert 
all  the  world.  And  I was  ready  to  think  then, 
that  I fhould  never  again  defpair  of  the  conver- 
fion  of  any  man  or  woman  living. 

* It  is  impofhble  to  give  a jufi  defcription  of 
the  appearence  of  things  at  this  feafon.  A num- 
ber were  rejoicing  that  God  had  not  taken  away 

the  influence  of  his  bleffed  Spirit. Refrefhed 

to  fee  fo  many.  “ driving  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait 
gate  — and  animated  with  fuch  concern  for  them 
that  they  wanted  “ to  pufh  them  forward,”  as 
fome  of  them  exprefl'ed  it. — At  the  fame  time 
numbers  both  of  men  and  women,  old  and  voting, 
might  be  feen  in  tears,  and  fome  in  anguifh  of 
fpirit  appearing  in  their  very  countenances,  like 
condemned  malefactors  going  towards  the  place 
of  execution  : fo  that  there  feemed  a lively  em« 
K y . blera. 
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blera  of  die  folemn  day  of  accounts  ; a mixture 
of  heaven  and  hell ; of  joy  unfpeakable,  and  an- 
guifh  inexprefTible. 

* The  concern  was  fuch,  that  I couldnotpretend 
tohaveany  formal  religious  exercife  among  them  : 
but  fpent  the  time  in  difcourfing  to  one  and  ano- 
ther, fometimes  all  together,  and  concluded  with 
prayer.  Suck  were  their  circumftances,  that  I could 
fcarce  have  half  an  hours  reft  from  fpeaking  from 
about  half  an  hour  before  twelve  o’clock,  (at  which 
time  I began  public  worfhip)  till  paft  ftven  at  night. 

December  go.  I was  vifued  by  four  or  five 
young  perfons  under  concern  for  their  fouls,  mof: 
of  whom  were  very  lately  awakened.  They 
wept  much  while  I difeourfed  to  them  and  en- 
deavoured to  prefs  upon  them  the  neceiTity  of 
Jlying  to  Chrift  without  delay,  for  falvation. 

December  31.  I fpent  fome  hours  this  day  in 
vifiting  my  people  from  houfe  to  houfe  : ancL 
fcarceleft  a houfe,  without  leaving  fome  or  other 
of  its  inhabitants  in  tears,  folicitoufly  engaged 
to  obtain  an  intereft  in  Chrift. 

The  Indians  are  now  gathered  together  from  all 
quarters  to  this  place,  and  have  built  them  little 
cottages,  fo  that  more  than  tzrenty  families  live  - 
within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  me,  a very  con- 
venient fituation  in  regard  both  of  public  and. 
private  infirucHon- 

Wednefday,  January  1,  1 745-6.  I am  this  day; 
beginning  a Nezu-Year  ; and  God  has  carried  me 
through  numerous  trials  and  labours  in  the  day. 
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paft.  He  has  amazingly  fupported  my  feeble  frame; 
for  “ having  obtained  help  of  God,  I continue 
to  this  day.”  O that  I might  live  nearer  to  God, 
this  year  than  I did  laft ! The  bufinefs  that  I have 
been  enabled  to  go  through,  I know,  has  been  as 
great  as  nature  is  able  to  bear  up  under,  and  what 
would  have  funk  me  quite,  without  fpecial  fup- 
port.  But  alas!  though  I have  done  the  labours 
and  endured  the  trials,  with  what  fpirit  I have 
dene  the  one,  and  borne  the  other  ? How  cold 
has  my  heart  often  been  ! and  how  little  have  I 
eyed  the  glory  of  God  ! I have  found,  that  I could 
have  no  peace  without  filling  up  all  my  time  with 
labours  ; and  thus  “ neceffity  has  been  laid  upon 
me;”  yea,  in  that  refpeft,  I have  loved  to  labour; 
but  I could  not  fenfibly  labour  for  God,  as  I would 
have  done.  May  I for  the  future  be  enabled 
more  fenfibly  to  make  the  glory  of  God  my  all. 

January  2.  I vifited  fome  perfons  newly  come 
among  us,  who  had  fcarce  ever  heard  any  thing 
of  Chriftianity  (but  the  name).  I endeavoured  to 
inftruft  them  in  the  firft  principles  of  religion i 
in  the  mod  eafy  and  familiar  manner  I could. 

There  are  Grangers  from  remote  parts  almoft 
continually  dropping  in,  fo  that  I have  occafion 
repeatedly  to  open  and  inculcate  the  fujl princi- 
ples of  Chriftianity.. 

Near  night  I propofea  to  have  proceeded  in  my 
ufual  method  of  catechifmg.  But  while  we  were 
engaged  in  the  firft  prayer,  the  power  of  God. 
came  upon  the  affembly  in  fo  remarkable  a 
manner,  that  I thought  it  more  expedient  to  in— 
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fill  upon  the  plentiful  provifion  made  for  the  re- 
demption of  perifhing  finners,  and  to  prefs  them 
to  a fpeedy  acceptance  of  the  great  Jalvation , than 
to  afk  them  queflions  about  do&rinal points. 

I baptized  two  perfons  this  day ; one  adult 
and  one  child. 

The  woman  has  difcovered  an  heavenly  frame 
of  mind,  from  her  firft  reception  of  comfort. 
One  morning  in  particular  fhe  came  to  fee  me, 
difcovering  an  unufual  joy  in  her  countenance; 
and  when  I inquired  the  reafon  of  it,  fire  replied, 
“ That  God  had  made  her  feel  that  it  was  right 
for  him  to  do  as  hepleafed  with  all  things  P She 
moreover  inquired,  whether  I was  not  fent  to 
preach  to  the  Indians  by  fome  good  people  a 
great  way  off.”  I replied,  Yes,  by  the  good  peo- 
ple in  Scotland.  She  anfwered,  “ that  her  heart 
loved  thofe  good  people  fo,  the  evening  before, 
that  fhe  could  fcarce  help  praying  for  them  all 
night,  her  heart  wrould  go  to  God  for  them.  ’ 

* Wednefday,  January  8.  My  heart  was. 
drawn  out  after  God  : my  foul  was  refrefhed  and 
quickened  ; I had  great  hopes  of  the  ingathering 
of  precious  fouls  to  Chrilt;  not  only  among  myr 
own  people,  but  others  alfo.  I w7as  fweetly  re- 
ftgned  under  my  bodily  weaknefs  ; willing  to  live 
or  die,  and  defirous  to  labour  for  God  to  the 
utinofi  of  my  llrength. 

Friday,  January  10.  My.  foul  was  in  a calm, 
eompofed  frame,  and  my  heart  filled  with  love 
to  all  the  world ; and  Chriftian  fimplicity  and 
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fendernefs  feemed  to  prevail  and  reign  with  me. 
Near  night,  I vifited  a ferious  .baptilf  minifier, 
and  had  fome  agreeable  converfation  with  him, 
January  13.  I was  vifited  by  divers  perfons 
under  deep  concern  ; one  of  whom  was  newly 
awakened.— It  is  a moil  agreeable  work  to  treat 
with  fouls  who  are  folicitoufly  inquiring*  “ what 
they  '{hall  do  to  be  faved  ?’’  And  as  we  are  ne- 
ver to  “ be  wear}'  in  we!!- doing/’  fo  the  obliga- 
tion is  peculiarly  flrong  when  the  work  is  fo 
lively.  And  yet  my  health  is  fo  much  impaired, 
and  my  fpirit  fo  walled  with  my  labours,  and  fo- 
II  t ary  manner  of  living,  (there  being  no  human 
creature  in  the  houfe  with  me.)  that  their  re- 
peated and'almoft  incelfant  application  to  me  for 
help  and  direction,  are  fometimes  exceeding  bur- 
denfome.  And  what  contributes  much  towards 
this  difficulty  is,  that  I am  obliged  to  fpend  much 
time  communicating  a little  matter  to  them; 
there  being  often  many  things  necelfaty  to  be 
premifed,  before  I can  fpeak  direftlv  to  what  I 
principally  aim  at;  which  things  would  rea- 
dily betaken  for  granted,  where  there  was  a 
competency  of  knowledge. 

Lord’s-day,  January  19.  I catechifed  in  my 
ordinary  method.  Numbers  were  much  affefted. 
— Convi&ions-  powerfully  revived. — Divers  of 
the  ChriRians  refrelhea  and  flrer.snkened. — And 

O 

one  weary  heavy  laden  foul,  I have  reafon  to 
hone,  was  brought  to  folid  comfort  in  Chriil. 

* Hsj 


[ 23®  ] 

*’  He  told  me,  he  had  often  heard  me  fay, 
that  perfons  mud  fee  and  fed  themfelves  helpiefs 
and  undone-,  that  they  mult  give  up  all  hope  of 
having  themfelves  by  their  own  doings,  in  order 
to  their  coming  to  Chrilt  for  falvalion.  And  he 
had  long  been  driving  after  this;  fuppofing  this- 
would  be  an  excellent  frame  of  mind:  that  God 
would  have  refpeft  to  this  frame,  and  bedow 

eternal  life  upon  him. But  when  he  came 

to  feel  himfelf  in  this  helpiefs  undone  condition, 
he  found  it  quite  contrary  to  all  his  thoughts: 
fo  that  it  was  not  the  fame,  nor  indeed  any  thing 
like  the  frame  he  had  been  feeking  after.  In- 
dead of  its  being  a good  frame  of  mind,  he  now 
found  nothing  but  hadnefs  in  himfelf,  and  faw  it 
for  ever  impodible  for  him  to  make  himfelf  any 
better.  He  was  amazed  he  had  never  before  feen 
that  it  was  utterly  impodible  for  him,  by  all  his 
contrivances  and  endeavours,  to  do  any  thing 

ihat  way. Indead  of  imagining  that  God 

would  be  pleafed  with  him  for  the  fake  of  this 
frame  of  mind,  he  faw  clearly  it  would  be  jud 
with  God  to  fend  him  to  eternal  mifery;  and 
that  there  was  no  goodncfs  in  what  he  then  felt ; 
for  he  could  not  help  feeing,  that  he  was  naked, 
finful,  and  miferable,  and  there  was  nothing  in 
fuch  a fight  to  deferve  God’s  love  or  pi  tv. 

In  this  frame  of  mind  he  came  to  public  wor- 
ship this  evening,  and  while  I was  inviting  (Lo- 
ners to  come  to  Chrid  naked  and  empty,  without 
any  goodnefs  of  their  own  to  recommend,  therm 
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to  his  acceptance  ; he  thought,  that  he  had  often1 
tried  to  come  and  give  up  his  heart  to  Chrift,  and 
he  ufed  to  hope,  that  fome  time  or  other  he 
fhould  be  able  to  do  fo.  But  now  he  was  con- 
vinced he  could- not,  and  it  feemed  utterly  vain 
for  him  ever  to  try  any  more : nor  did  he  now  hope 
for  a better  opportunity  hereafter,  as  he  had  for- 
merly done,  becaufe  he  faw,  and  was  fully  con- 
viced,  his  own  flrength  would  for  ever  fail. 

* While  he  was  mufing  in  this  manner,  he- 
faw,  he  faid,  with  his  heart  (which  is  a common 
phrafe  among  them)  fomething  that  was  unfpeak- 
ablv  good  and  lovely,  and  what  he  had  never 
feen  before ; and  “ this  Hole  away  his  heart 
whether  he  would  or  no.”  He  did  not,  he  faid^. 
know  what  it  was  he  faw.  He  did  not  fav,  “ this 
is  Jefus  Chrift  but  it  was  fuch  glory  and  beauty 
as  he  never  faw  before.  He  did  not  now  give 
away  his  heart  fo  as  he  had  formerly  attempted 
to  do,  but  it  went  away  ofitfef  after  that  glory  he 
then  difcovered.  He  ufed  to  try  to  make  a bar- 
gain with  Chrift,  to  give  up  his  heart  to  him,  that 
he  might  have  eternal  life  for  it.  But  now  be- 
thought nothing  about  himfelf,  but  his  mind  was 
w holly  taken  up  with  the  unfpeakable  excellency 
of  what  he  then  beheld. 

After  fome  time  lie  was  wonderfully  pleafed' 
with  the  way.  of  falvation  by  Chrift:  fo  that  it 
feemed  unfpeakably  better  to  befaved  altogether 
by  the  mere  free  grace  of  God  in  Chrift,  than  to 

have  any  hand,  in  faving  himfelf. And  the 
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confequence  is,  that  he  appears  to  retain  a relilh 
of  divine  things,  and  to  maintain  a life  of  true  re- 
ligion. 

Lord’s-day,  January  2 6.  After  public  wor- 
fhip,  I was  in  a fweet  and  folemn  frame  of  mind, 
thankful  to  God  that  he  had  made  me  in  fome 
meafure  faithful  in  addreffing  precious  fouls,  but 
grieved  that  I had  been  no  more  fervent  in  my 
work ; and  tenderly  affefted  towards  all  the 
world,  longing  that  every  finner  might  be  fayed; 
and  could  not  have  entertained  any  bitternefs  to- 
wards the  worlt  enemy  living.  In  the  evening, 
I rode  to  Elifabeth-  Town  : while  riding  I was  al- 
moll  conltantly  engaged  in  lifting  up  my  heart  to 
God,  left  I fhoula  lofe  that  fweet  heavenly  fo- 
lemnity  and  compofure  of  foul  I enjoved.  Af- 
terwards I was  pleafed,  to  think,  that  God  rei^n- 
eth ; and  thought,  I could  never  be  uneafy  with 
any  of  his  difpenfations ; but  mult  be  entirely 
fatisfied,  whatever  trials  he  fhould  caufe  me  or 
his  church  to  encounter.  I never  felt  more  di- 
vine ferenity  and  compofure  of  mind:  I could 

freely  have  left  the  dearell  earthly  friend,  for 
the  fociety  of  “-angels,  and  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfeft my  affeftions  foared  aloft  to  the 
blelfed  Author  of  every  dear  enjoyment : I 
viewed  the  emptinefs  and  unfatisfactory  nature 
of  the  molt  defireable  earthly  objects,  any  fur- 
ther than  God  is  feen  in  them  : and  longed  for 
a life  of  fpirituality  and  inward  purity;  without 
which,  Lfaw,  there  could  be  no  true  pleafure. 

January 
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January  28.  The  Indians  in  thefe  parts  hav- 
ing in  times  paft  run  themfelves  in  debt  by  their 
exceffive  drinking ; and  fume  having  taken  the 
advantage  of  them,  and  arrefted  fun  dry  of  them  ; 
whereby  it  was  fuppofed  their  hunting  lands 
might  fpeedily  be  taken  from  them  : I being  fen- 
fible  that  they  could  not  fubfift  together  in  thefe 
parts,  if  thefe  lands  fhould  drop  out  of  their  hands, 
thought  it  mydulyto  ufe  my  utmofl  endeavoursto 
prevent  it.  And  having  acquainted  the  gentlemen 
concerned  in  this  virjjion  with  the  affair,  they 
thought  it  proper  to  expend  the  money  they  had 
been  collecting  for  the  religious  interefts  of  the 
Indians,  (at  lead  apart  of  it,)  for  the  difcharging 
of  their  debts,  and  fecuring  of  thefe  lands. — And 
having  received  orders  from  them,  I anfwered,  in 
behalf  of  the  Indians,  Eighty-two  pounds  jive  jnl- 
hngs,  New-Jerfey  currency. 

January  31.  This  day  the  perfon  I had  en- 
gaged for  a jh ool-majer  among  the  Indians,  ar- 
rived among  us,  and  was  heartily  welcomed  by 

my  people. Whereupon  I dillributed  feve- 

ral  dozen  of  primers  among  the  children  and 
young  people. 

February  1,  1743-6.  My  fchool-malter  en- 
tered upon  his  bufinefs  among  the  Indians. — - 
He  has  generally  about  thirty  children  and  young 
perfons  in  his  fchool  in  the  day-time,  and  about 
fifteen  married  people  in  his  evening- fchool. 
The  number  of  the  latter  fort  of  perfons  being 
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l^fs  than  it  would  be,  if  they  could  be  more  con> 
flant  at  home- 

In  the  evening  I calechifed  in  my  ufual  method. 
Towards  the  ciofe  of  my  difcourfe,  a furprifir.g- 
power  feeined  to  attend  the  word.  One  man 
confiderably  in  years,  who  had  been  a remarka- 
ble drunkard,  a conjurer  and  murderer,  that  was- 
awakened  fome  months  before,  was  now  brought 
to  great  extremity,  fo  that  he  trembled  for  hours 
together,  and  apprehended  himfelf  juft  dropping 
into  hell,  without  any  power  to  refcue  or  relieve’ 
himfelf. — Divers  others  appeared  under  great- 
concern  as  well  as  he,  and  foiicitous  to  obtain  a; 
having  change. 

[Monday,  February  10.  He  fet  out  on  a jour- 
ney to  the  Forks  of  Delaware,  tovifitthe  Indians- 
there.  He  performed  the  journey  under  great 
weaknefs,  and  fometimes  was  exercifed  with 
much  pain.  He  arrived  at  his  own  houfe  at  the 
Forks,  on  Friday-J 

I baptized  three  perfons,  two  adults,  and  one- 
child.  There  was  a confiderable  melting  in  the- 
aflembly,.  while  I was  adminiftering  the  ordi- 
nance. 

God  has  been  pleafed  to  own  and  blefs  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  this,  as  well  as  of  his  other  ordi- 
nances, among  the  Indians.  There  are  fome 
here  that  have  been  powerfully  awakened  at  fee- 
ing others  baptized  : And  fome  have  obtained 
relief  and  comfort,  juft  when  this  ordinance  has. 
been  adminiftcred. 


Toward 
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Toward  night  I catec'nifed,  God  made  this 
a:  powerful  feafon.  There  were  many  affeft- 

sd. Former  convi&ions  were  powerfully 

revived.  There  was  likewife  one,  who  had 
been  a vile  drunkard,  remarkably  awakened.  He 
appeared  to  be  in  great  anguifh  of  foul,  wept 
and  trembled,  and  continued  fo  to  do  till 

near  midnight. There  was  alfo  a poor  heavy 

laden  foul,  who  had  been  long  under  dillrefs,  that 
was  now  brought  to  a comfortable  calm,  and  told 
me,  “ She  now  faw  and  felt  it  w'as  right  God 
fhoulddo  with  her  as  he  pleafed.”  And  added, 
that  the  heavy  burden  fire  had  lain  under,  was 
now  removed  : that  Ihe  felt  fhe  never  could  do 
any  thing  to  fave  herfelf,  but  mull  perifh  for 
ever  if  Chrift  did  not  do  all  for  her.  But  Chrift 
could  fave  her,  though  fhe  could  do  nothing 
to  fave  herfelf. 

Lord’s-day,  February  16.  Knowing  that  di- 
vers of  the  Indians  in  thole  parts  were  obdinate- 
ly  fet  againd  Chridianity,  I thought  it  proper  to 
have  fome  of  my  people  from  Crofweekfung  with 
me,  in  order  to  converfe  with  them  ; hoping  it 
might  convince  them  of  the  truth,  to  hear  fome 
of  their  own  nation  difcourling  of  divine  things 
and  manifeding  earned  defires  that  others  might 
be  brought  out  of  Heathenifii  darknefs,  as  them- 
felves  were. 

And  having  taken  half  a dozen  of  the  mod 
knowing  perfons,  I this  day  met  with  them  and 
the  Indians  of  this  place,  (fundry  of  whom 
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Could  not  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  attend  the 
meeting,  had  it  not  been  for  thefe  Indians)  and 
preached  to  them. — Some  of  them  who  had,  in 
times  pad,  been  extremely  averfe  to  Chriltianity, 
now  behaved  foberly  ; the  word  of  God  fell  with 
filch  weight,  that  feveral  feemed  to  be  dunned, 
and  expreded  a willingnefs  to  “ hear  me  again  of 
thefe  matters.” 

Thofe  few  Indians  then  prefent,  who  ufed  to 
be  my  hearers  in  thefe  parts,  (fome  having  re- 
moved from  hence  to  Crofweekfung)  feemed 
glad  to  fee  me  again,  although  they  had  been  fo 
much  attacked  by  fome  of  the  Pagans,  that  they 
w ere  almod  afraid  to  manifed  their  friendfhip. 

In  the  evening  I was  in  a coinpofed  frame  of 
mind.  It  was  exceeding  refreflnng  to  think, 
that  God  had  been  with  me,  affording  me  fome 
good  meafure  of  affidance.  I found  freedom  in 
prayer  and  thankfgiving  to  God  : and  found  my 
foul  fweetly  enlarged  in  prayer.  Blelfed  be  the 
Lord,  that  ever  I am  enabled  to  do  any  thing  for 
his  kingdom.  Bleffed  be  God  who  enables  me 
to  be  faithful.  I enjoyed  more  refolution  for 
God,  and  more  refrelhment  of  fpirit,  than  I have 
been  favoured  with  for  many  weeks  pad. 

February  17.  I difeourfed  from  A£ls  viii. 
5 — 8..*  A divine  influence  feemed  to  attend  the 
word.  Sundry  of  the  Indians  here  appeared  to  be 
fomewhat  awakened,  and  manifeded  a concern 
by  their  earned  attention,  tears  and  fobs.  My 
people  from  Crofweekfung  continued  with  them 
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■day  and  night,  inculcating  the  truths  I had  taught 
them  : and  fometimes  prayed  and  hung  pfalms 
among  them  ; difcourfing  with  each  ether,  in 
their  hearing  of  the  great  things  God  had  done 
for  them,  and  for  the  Indians  from  whence  they 
came;  which  feemed  to  take  more  effeiil  upon 
them,  than  when  they  directed  their  difeourfes 
immediately  to  them. 

February  18.  I preached  to  an  aiTerably  of 
Irifn  people  near  fifteen  miles  difiant  from  the 
Indians. 

February  lg.  I preached  to  the  Indians  again, 
after  having  fpent  a confiderable  time  in  conver- 
fing  with  them  privately.  There  appeared  a great 
folemnity,  and  fome  concern  and  arfedtion  among 
the  Indians  belonging  to  thefe  parts,  as  well  as  a 
Greet  melting  among  t-liofe  who  came  with  me. 

Divers  of  the  Indians  here  feemed  to  have 

their  prejudices  removed,  and  appeared  well  dif- 
pofed  to  hear  the  word  of  God. 

February  20.  I ptea’ched  to  a fmall  afTembly 
of  High -Dutch,  people,  who  had  feido'rn  heard  the 
go fpel .preached,  and  were,  (force  of  them  at 
leaf!)  very  ignorant;  but  have  divers  of  them 
lately  been  put  upon  an  inquiry  after  the  way  of 
falvation.  They  gave  wonderful  attention,  and 
fome  of  them  were  much  affeFled,  ar.ci  after- 
wards faid,  (as  I was  informed)  that  they  never 
had  been  fo  much  enlightened  about  the  wav  of 
falvation  in  their  whole  lives  before.  They  re- 
queued me  to  tarry  with  them,  cr  come  again 

ancf 


t 238  ] 

snd  preach  to  them.  And  it  grieved  me  that  I 
could  not  comply  with  their  requeft,  for  1 could 
not  but  be  affected  with  their  circutr.ftances ; 
they  being  as  “ lheep  not  having  a fhepherd.” 
February  21.  I preached  to  a number  of  peo- 
ple, many  of  them  Low-Dutch,  fundry  of  the 
High  Dutch  attended,  though  eight  or  ten  miles 
diftant  from  their  houfes. — Divers  of  the  In- 
dians alfo  belonging  to  tbefe  parts,  came  of 
their  own  accord  with  my  people  (from  Crof- 
weekfung)  two  in  particular,  who  in  the  lafl  Sab- 
bath, oppofed  and  ridiculed  Chriftianity. 

February  20.  I preached  to  the  Indians.  They 
Teemed  more  cordial  to  Chriftianity  than  before, 
and  fome  appeared  much  affecled. 

My  fpirits  were  fupported,  though  my  bodily 
flrength  was  much  wafted.  O that  God  would 
be  gracious  to  the  fouls  of  thefe  poor  Indians ! 

God  has  been  very  gracious  to  me  this  week  : 
he  has  enabled  me  to  preach  every  day  ; and  has 
given  me  fome  aftiftance,  and  encouraging  prof- 
pe£l  offuccefs  in  almoft  every  fermon.  Blefted 
be  his  name.  Divers  of  the  white  people  have 
been  awakened  this  Week;  fundiy  of  the  Indians 
■ much  cured  of  prejudice  againft  Chriftianity,  and 
fome  feetned  to  be  really  awakened. 

[The  next  da;/  he  left  the  Forks  of  Delaware,  to 
return  to  Crofweekfung  ; and  fpent  the  whole 
week  till  Saturday,  before  lie  arrived  there;  but 
preached  by  the  way  every  day,  excepting  one ; 
and  had  much  inward  comfort,  and  earneft  tong, 
ings  to  fill  up  all  his  time  with  the  fer  vice  of  Go  IT 

Lord's- 
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ILord’s-day,  March  2.  Some  of  my  people 
■who  went  up  to  the  Forks  of  Delaware  with  me, 
being  now  returned,  were  accompanied  by  two 
of  the  Indians  belonging  to  the  Forks,  who  had 
promifed  me  a fpeedy  vifit.  They  can  fcarce  go 
into  a houfe  now,  but  they  will  meet  with  Chrif- 
tian  converfation,  whereby  they  may  be  both  in- 
Frufded  and  awakened. 

I know  of  no  afiembly  of  Chriflians,  where 
, lucre  feems  to  be  fo  much  of  the  prefence  of 
' God,  where  brotherly  love  fo  much  prevails,  as 
.in  my  own  congregation  : although  not  more  than 
nine  months  ago,  they  were  worfhipping  devils 
' and  dumb  idols,  under  the  power  of  Pagan  dark- 
nefs  and  fuperftition.  Amazing  change  ! Effedl- 
j -ed  by  nothing  lefs  than  divine  power  and  grace  ! 

Their  prefent  lunation  is  fo  compadl  and  com- 
| modious,  that  they  are  quickly  called  together 
with  only  the  found  of  a Conkdliel),  (a  fhell 
like  that  of  a Perriwinklej  lo  that  they  have  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  attending  religious  exer- 
! cifes  publicly  ; which  feems  to  be  a great  means, 
mndcr  God,  of  keeping  alive  their  impreflions  of 
-divine  things. 

* Tburfday,  March  6.  I walked  alone  in  the 
evening,  and  enjoyed  comfort  in  prayer,  beyond 
what  I have  of  late  enjoyed:  my  foul  rejoiced 
in  my  pilgrimage-Jlate.  I was  delighted  with  the 
thought  of  labouring  and  enduring  hardnefs  for 
God:  and  confided  in  God  that  he  “never 

would  leave  me  nor  forfake  me,"  to  the  end  of 

my 
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my  race.  Oh,  may  I obtain  mercy  of  God  to  Jbc 
faithful,  to  my  dying  moment! 

March  8.  I catechifed  in  the  evening.  Mv  • 
people  anfwered  the  queflions  propofed  to  them 
well.  I can  perceive  their  knowledge  in  religion 

increafes  daily. And  what  is  hill  more  defira- 

ble,  the  divine  influence  among  them,  appears 
Hill  to  continue.  The  divine  prefence  feemed 
to  be  in  the  aflembly  this  evening.  Some,  who 
.are  Chriflians  indeed,  were  melted  with  a fenfe 
of  the  divine  goodnefs,  and  their  own  barren- 
nefs  and  ingratitude. — Convictions  alfo  appeared  c 
to  revive  in  feveral;  fo  it  might  juftlv  be  called 
“ an  evening  of  power.” 

Lord’s  day,  March  9.  I preached  from  Luke  x. 

38 — 42.  The  word  of  God  was  attended  with 
energy.  Numbers  were  concerned  to  obtain  the 
one  iking  needful.  Several  that  have  given  good 
evidences  of  being  truly  converted,  were  much 
affefted  with  a fenfe  of  their  want  of  fpiritualitv; 
and  faw  the  need  they  hood  in  oi  grozving  in 
grace.  And  moh  that  had  had  any  impreflions 
of  divine  things  in  limes  pall,  now  felt  tliofe  ira-  ' ’ 
p re flitons  revived. 

Li  the  afternoon,  I propofed  to  have  catechifed 
in  mv  ufual  method.  But  while  we  were  en- 
gaged in  the  firil  prayer,  in  the  Indian  language, 

(as  ufual)  a great  part  ol  the  afjpmblv  was  fo  much 
moved,  that  I thought  it  proper  to  omit  the 
qttehions,  and  inlifr  upon  the  moil  practical 
truths. 


There 
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'There  appeared  to  be  a powerful  influence  in 
•-the  congregation.  Thofe  truly  pious,  were  fo 
deeply  affefted  with  a fenfe  of  their  own'  bar  rev  - 
nefs,  and  their  unworthy  treatment  of  the  bleffed 
Redeemer,  that  they  looked  on  him  as  pierced  by 
themfelves,  and  mourned , yea,  feme  of  them 
were  in  bitter  nefs  as  for  a fir f -born — 'Some  poor 
-awakened  fmners  alfo  appeared  to  be  in  anguifh 
of  foul  to  obtain  an  intereft  in  Chrifl.  So  that 
there  was  a great  mourning  in  the  alTembly: 
many  heavy  groans  and  tears  1 and  one  or  two 
perfons  newly  come  among  us,  were  oonfidera- 
bly  awakened. 

After  public  worlhip  many  came  to  my 
houfe,  where  we  fling  and  difeourfed  ; and  the 
prefence  of  God  leemed  here  alfo  to  be  in  the 
in  id  ft.  of  us. 

* While  we  were  finging,  there  was  one  (the 
woman  mentioned  in  my  journal  of  February  g.j 
who,  was  “ filled  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full 
of  glory,”  and  could  not  bui  burft  forth  in  prayer 
and  praifes  to  God  before  us  all,  with  many 
tears,  crying  fometimes  in  Englifh,  and  fome- 
times  in  Indian  “ O bleffed  Lord,  do  come,  do 
come!  O do  take  me  away,  do  let  me  die  and 
go  to  Jefus  Chrifl ! I am  afraid  if  I live  I fhall 
fin  again  1 O do  let  me  die  now  1 O dear  Jefus, 
do  come  ! I cannot  flat',  I cannot  flay  ! O how 
can  I iive  in  this  world  ! do  take  my  foul  away 
from  this  nnfu!  place ! O let  me  never  fin  any 
more!”— In  this  edlafy  fire  continued  fome 
Vol.  XII.  L time. 
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time,  uttering  thefe  and  fuch  like  expreflious 
inceffantly. 

* When  fire  had  a little  recovered,  I afked  her, 
if  Chrift  was  now  fweet  to  her  foul?  Whereupon, 
turning  to  me  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  fhe  faid, 
“ I have  many  times  heard  you  f'peak.  of  the 
goodnefs  and  the  fweetnefsof  Chrift,  that  he  was 
better  than  all  the  world.  But  O ! I knew  no- 
thing what  ton  meant,  I never  believed  you  ! I 
never  believed  you!  But  now  I know  it  is  true!” 
- — I anfwered,  And  do  you  fee  enough  in  Chrift; 
for  the  greaieft.  ol  finners?  She  replied,  “ O! 
enough,  enough!  for  ail  the  finners  in  the  world, 
if  they  would  but  come.”  And  when  I afked 
her,  if  fine  could  not  tell  them  of  the  goodnefs  of 
Chrift:  turning  herfelf  about  to  fome  poor 
Chriftlcfs  fouls  who  flood  by,  and  were  much 
affecied,  fine  laid,  “ O ! there  is  enough  in  Chrift 
for  you,  if  you  would  but  come  ! O flrive,  ftrive 
to  give  up  your  hearts  to  him!" — And  upon 
heal  ing  fomething  of  the  glory  of  heaven  men- 
tioned, fhe  again  fell  into  tire  fame  ecftafv,  re- 
pealing her  former  expreftions,  “ O dear  Lord, 
do  let  me  go ! O what  fhal!  I do,  what  ihall  I do  ! 
I want  to  go  to  Chrift ! I cannot  live  ! O do  let 
me  die  !” 

She  continued  in  this  fweet  frame  for  more 
than  two  hours,  before  fhe  was  well  able  to  get 
home. 

I am  fenfible  there  may  be  great  joys,  where 
there  is  no  evidence  of  their  being  well  grounded. 

But 
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-13 cit  in  the  prefent  cafe  there  fcem-td  to  be  no 
evidence  wanting,  in  order  to  prove  this  joy  to 
bedivine,  either  in  regard  of  its  preparatives,  at* 
iendants,  or  confequents. 

Of  all  the  perfons  I have  feen,  I fc-arce  ever 
faw  one  more  bowed  under  convictions  of  Jin; 
and  fcarce  any  who  feemed  to  have  a greater 
acquaintance  with  her  own  heart  than  (he  had. 

JL 

And  as  ihe  was  remarkably  fen fible  of  her 
flubbornnefs  under  convifiion,  fo  fhe  was  no  lefs 
remarkably  reconciled  to  divine  grace,  before 
fhe  obtained  relief.  Since  which  fire  has  con- 
flantly  breathed  the  fpirit  of  a new  creature: 
crying  after  Chrifl,  not  through  fear  of  hell  as 
before,  but  with  firong  defires  after  him  as  her 
only  fatisfying portion  : and  has  many  times  wept 
bitterly,  becaufe  fire  could  not  love  him. — When 
I have  afked  her,  Why  fhe  appeared  fo  forrow- 
ful,  and  whether  it  was  becaufc  fhe  was  afraid  of 
hell  ? She  would  anfwer,  “ No,  I be  not  dif- 
trefled  about  that ; but  my  heart  is  fo  wicked  I 
cannot  love.  Chrifl;”  and  thereupon  burft  out 
into  tears. — But  although  this  has  been  the  habi- 
tual frame  of  her  mind  for  feveral  weeks,  yet  file 
never  had  any  remarkable  comfort  til!  this  even- 
ing. 

The  attendants  of  this  comfort,  were  fuch  as 
abundantly  difcovered  that  it  was  truly"  joy  in 

the  Holy  Ghofl.” Now  fhe  viewed  divine 

truths  as  living  realities-,  and  could  fav,  “ I know 
ihefe  things  are  fo,  I feel  they  are  true  !” — Now 
L 2 her 
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her  foul  was  refigned  to  the  divine  will  in  the 
moft  tender  points;  fo  that  when  I faid  to  her. 
What  if  God  fhould  take  away  your  hufband, 
(who  was  tick,)  how  do  you  think  you  could 
bear  that  ? Site  replied,  “ He  belongs  to  God, 
and  not  to  me;  he  may  do  with  him  juft  what 
he  pleafes.” — Now  fhe  had  the  moft  tender  fenfe 
of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  difcovered  the  utmofr  aver- 
fion  to  it. — Now  hie  could  freely  truft  her  all 
with  God  for  time  and  eternity.  And  when  I 
queried  with  her,  how  fhe  could  be, willing  to 
die,  and  leave  her  little  infant;  and  rvhat  fhe 
thought  would  become  of  it  in  cafe  fine  fhould  ?. 
She  anfwered,  “ God  will  take  care  of  it.  It 
belongs  to  him.”— Now  fhe  appeared  to  have  the 
moft  humbling  fenfe  of  her  own  unworthinefs 
and  inability  to  preferve  herfelf  from  fin,  and  to 
perievere  in  holinefs.  And. I thought  I had  ne- 
ver feen  fuch  an  appearance  of  ecjiaj 'y  and  humi- 
lity meeting  in  any  one  perfoc. 

The  confcquents  of  this  joy  are  no  lefs  defira- 
ble  than  its  attendants.  She  fince  appears  to  be 
a moft  tender,  broken-hearted,  affectionate,  de- 
vout, and  bumble  Chriflia'n,  as  exemplary  in  life 
and  conversation  as  any  pei  fon  in  my  congrega- 
tion. 

March  10.  Toward  night  the  Indians  met 
together  of  their  own  accord,  and  fang,  prayed, 
and  difeourfed . of  divine  things.  At  this  time 
there  was  much  affe&ion  among  them.  Some  ap- 
peared 
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jfeared  to  be  melted  with  divine  things,  and  others 
feemed  much  concerned  for  their  fouls. 

I baptized  the  woman  mentioned  in  my  journal 
of  lad  Lord's-day  ; who  appeared  to  be  in  a de- 
vout, and  excellent  frame  of  mind. 

My  houfc  being  thronged  with  people  in  the 
evening,  I fpent  the  time  with  them,  till  my  na- 
ture was  almod  fpent. — They  are  fo  unwearied  in 
religious  exercifes,  and  unfatiable  in  their  thirft- 
ing  after  Chriftian  knowledge , that  I can  fometimes 
fearce  avoid -labouring  fo,  as  greatly  toexhaud 
my  drength. 

March  19.  Some  of  the  perfofts  that  went 
with  me  to  the  Forks  of  Delaware-,  having  been  de- 
tained thereby  the  dangerous  illnefs  of  one  of  their 
company,  returned  home  this  day.  Whereupon 
my  people  met  together  of  their  own  accord,  to 
give  thanks  to  God  for  his  preferving  goodnefs  to 
thofe  who  had  been  abfent  from  them  lor  feveral 
weeks,  and  recovering  mercy  to  him  that  hacl 
been  fick. 

Lord’s-day,  March  23.  There  - being  about 
fifteen  Jlrangers , adult  perfons,  come  among  us 
in  the  week  part,  divers  of  whom  had  never  been 
in  any  religious  meeting  till  now,  I thought  it 
proper  to  difcourfe  this  day  in  a manner  fuited  to 
their  circumdances,  and  accordingly  attempted  it 
from  Hof.  xiii.  9,  opening  in  the  plained  manner 
I could,  man’s  apodacy  and  ruined  date,  after 
having  fpoken  fome  things  refpecling  the  being 
and  perfedlions  of  God,  and  his  creation  of  man 
L 3 in 
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in  a {late  of  uprightnefs  and  happinefs,  in  the- 
afternon,  I.endeavoured  to  open  the  glorious  pro- 
vifion  God  has  made  for  the  redemption  of  apof- 
tate  creatures. 

Near  fun-fet  I felt  an  uncommon  concern  upon 
my  mind,  efpecially  for  the  poor  Jlrangers  : I 
vifited  fundry  houfes,  and  difcourfed  with  them 
feverally,  but  without  much  appearance  of  fuc- 
cefs,  till  I came  to  a houfe  where  divers  of  the 
{{rangers  were;  and  there  the  word  took  eSeft, 
hrft  upon  fome  children;  then  upon  divers 
adult  perfons  that  had  been  fomewhat  awaken- 
ed before,  and  afterwards  upon  feveral  of  the 
Pagan  Jlrangers. 

I continued  my  difcourfe  till  almofl  every  one 
in  the  houfe  was  melted  into  tears  ; and  divers 
wept  aloud,  and  appeared  earneflly  concerned 
to  obtain  an  interell  in  Chriff.  Upon  this,  num- 
bers foon  gathered  from  all  the  houfes  round  about 
and  fo  thronged  the  place,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  remove  to  the  houfe  where  we  meet  for  public 
worfhip.  And  the  congregation  gathering  imme- 
diately and  many  appearing  remarkably  affedfed, 
1 difcourfed  fome  time  from  Luke  xix.  10,  en- 
deavouring to  open  the  mercy  of  Chrift  for  lojl > 
helplefs,  and  undone  finners. 

There  was  much  concern  in  the  aflembly ; and 
I doubt  not  but  a divine  influence  accompanied 
what  was  fpoken  to  the  hearts  of  many.  Thete 
were  five  or  fix  of  the  jlrangers  (men  and  women) 
who  appeared  to  be  confiderably  awakened.  And 
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in  particular  one  very  rugged  young  man,  who 
feemed  as  if  nothing;  would  move  him,  was  now 
brought  to  tremble  like  the  jailor,  and  weep  for 
adong  time. 

The  Pagans  that  were  awakened  feemed  at  once 
to  put  off  their  favage  roughnefs,  and  became  fo- 
ciable  and  humane.  When  they  firll  came,  I 
exhorted  my  people  to  take  pains  with  them  (as 
they  had  done  with  other  Grangers  from  time  to 
time)  to  inftruft  them  in  Chriftianity.  But  when 
fome  of  them  attempted  it,  the  ftrangers  would 
foon  rife  up  and  walk  to  other  houfes  Whereup- 
on fome  of  the  ferious  perfons  agreed  to  dif- 
perfe  themfelves  into  the  fevera!  parts  of  the  fet- 
tlement.  So  that  wherever  the Jlrangers  went, 
they  met  with  warm  addreffes  refpefling  their 
fouls. But  now  there  was  no  need  of  uHne- 

O 

policy  in  order  to  get  an  opportunity  of  converf- 
ing  : for  they  w'ere  fo  touched  with  a fenfe  of 
their  perifhing  hate,  as  tamely  to  yield  to  the 
clofeft  addreffes,  refpebting  their  fin  and  mifery, 
and  their  need  of  an  acquaintance  with  the  great 
Redeemer. 

Monday,  March  24.  I numbered  the  Indians, 
to  fee  how  many  fouls  God  had  gathered  together 
here,  fmce  my  coming  ; and  found  there  was  now 
aoout  an  hundred  and  thirty  perfons,  old  and 
young.  And  fundry  of  thofe  that  are  my  ftated 
hearers,  perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty , were  abfent 
at  this  feafon.  Whereas few  were  together  at  my 

firft 
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lirft  coining  into  thefe  parts,  the  whole  numter 
not  amounting  to  tan  perfons. 

My  people  going  out  this  day  to  clear  Tome  of 
their  lands  about  fifteen  miles  diftant,  in  order  to 
their  fettling  there  together,  where  they  might  at- 
tend the  public  worlhip  of  God,  have  their  chil- 
dren fchooled,  and  at  the  fame  t ime  have  a conveni- 
ency  for  planting  : I-  thought  it  proper  to  call  them 
together  and  fhew  them  the  duty  of  labouring 
with  faithfulnefs  and  induflry;  and  that  they  mull 
not  now  “ be  flothful  in  bufinefs,”  as  they  had 
ever  been  in  their  Pagan  fiate.  And  having  given 
them  directions  for  their  work,  and  recommend- 
ed them  to  God,  I difmiffed  them  to  their  bufi- 
nefs.  In  the  evening  I read  and  expounded  ® 
the  fubltance  of  the  third  chapter  of  the  ACts. 

Numbers  feemed  to  melt  under  the  word. 

When  I afked  them  afterwards,  whether  they  did 
not  now  feel  that  their  hearts  were  wicked  ? 

One  replied,  “ Yes,  fhe  felt  it  now.”  Although 
before  fhe  came  here  fhe  had  faid,  “ Her  heart 
was  not  wicked,  and  fire  never  had  done  any 
thing  that  was  bad  in  her  life.”  And  this  indeed 
feems  to  be  the  cafe  with  them,  univerfadly  in 
the  Pagan  fiate.  (And  in  the  Chrifiian  too!) 

They  feem  to  have  no  conjcioufnejs  of  fin  and 
guilt,  unlefs  they  can  charge  themfelves  with 
iomegrojs  a8s  of  fin. 

Monday,  March  2g.  After  the  Indians  were 
gone  to  their  work,  I got  alone  and  poured  out 
my  foul  to  God,  that  he  would  fmile  upon  thefe 

feeble 
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feeble  beginners,  and  that  he  would  fettle  an  In- 
dian town,  that  might  be  a mountain  ofholinejs ; 
and  found  my  foul  much  refrefhed,  and  much  en- 
larged for  Zion’s  intered,  and  for  numbers  of 
dear  friends  in  particular.  My  finking  fpirits. 
were  revived,  and  I felt  animated  in  the  fervice 
God  has  called  me  to.  This  was  the  deareft 
hour  I have  enjoyed  for  many  days,  if  not  weeks. 

I found  an  encouraging  hope,  that  fomething 
would  be  done,  for  God,  and  that  God  would  ufe 
and  help  me  in  his.  work.  And  Oh  how  fweet 
were  the  thoughts  of  labouring  for  God,  when  I 
had  any  hdpe  that  ever  I fhould’  fucceed. 

[The  next  day,  his  fchool-mafler  was  taken  fickri 
with  a pleurify;  and. he  fpent  great  part  of  this 
week  in  tending  him  : which  in  his  weak  date 
was  almolt  too  much  for  him;  he  being  obliged 
condantly  to  .wait,  upon  him,  all  day,  from  day  to  . 
day,  and  to  lie  on  the  floor  at  night..]  , 

March  29.  In  the  evening  I catechifed  as  ufuah 
Treating  upon  the  “ benefits  which  believers  re- 
ceive from  Chrid’s  death.’! The,  quedions 

were  anfwered  with  great  readinefs  and  propriety. 
And  the  people  of  God,  .were  fwee.tly  melted  in 
general.  There  appeared  fuch  a iivelinefs  and 
vigour  in  their  attendance  upon  tire  word  of  God, 
and  fuch  eagernefs  to  be  made  partakers  of  the  be - 
ncfits  then  mentioned,  that  they  feemed  to  be  not 
only  “ looking  for,  but.  battening  to  the  coming 
of  the  day  of  God.”  Divine  truths  feemed  to 
did.il  upon  the  audience  with  a gentle,  but  melt- 
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ing  efficacy,  as  the  refrefhing  “ ffiowers  upon  the 
new  mown  grafs.”  The  affembly  in  general,  as 
well  as  thofe  who  appear  truly  religious,  were 
affefted  with  an  account  of  the  bleffiednefs  of  the 
godly  at  death  : and  mod:  then  difcovered  an  af- 
fectionate inclination  to  cry,  “ Let  me  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous.” 

March  31.  I called  my  people  together  again, 
and  difcourfed  to  them  again  on  the  neceffitv  of 
their  labouring  induitrioufly,  in  order  to  their  liv- 
ing together,  and  enjoying  the  means  of  grace. 
And  having  ufed  folemn  prayer  among  them,  I 
difmiffed  them  to  their  work. 

Numbers  of  them  both  (men  and  women)  offer- 
ed themfelves  willingly  to  this  fervice  ; and  fome 
appeared  affeCKonately  concerned  that  God 
might  go  with  them,  and  begin  their  little  town 
for  them  : that  it  might  be  a place  comfortable  for 
them  and  theirs,  in  regard  both  of  procuring  the 
neceffariesof  life,  and  attending  the  worlhip  of 
God. 

Wednefday,  April  2.  I was  exercifed  with  a 
fpiritlefs  frame  of  mind.  Alas ! My  days  pahs 
away  as  the  chajj ! It  is  but  little  I do,  or  can  do, 
that  turns  to  any  account  ; and  it  is  my  conflant 
burden  that  lam  fo  fruitlefs  in  the  vineyard  of 
the  Lord.  Oh  that  I were  /bint,  that  I might  be 
aftive  for  God.  This  more  than  any  thing  elfe, 
makes  me  long,  that  “ this  corruptible. might  put 
©n  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  put  on  1m  : uor- 
talitv.”  God  deliver  me  from  the  clogs  and  fet- 
ters, 
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ters,  and  a body  of  death,  that  impede  my  fervice 
for  him. 

Saturday,  April  5.— After  public  worlhip,  a 
number  of  my  dear  Chridian  Indians  came  to  my 
houfe  ; with  whom  I felt  a fweet  union  of  foul  ; 
my  heart  was  knit  to  them;  I have  not  felt  fuch 
a fweet  and  fervent  love  to  the  brethren , for  feme 
time  pad : and  I faw  in  them  appearances  of  the 
fame  love.  This  gave  me  fomething  of  a view 
of  the  heavenly  date ; and  particularly  that  part 
of  the  happinefs  of  heaven,  which  condds  in  the- 
communion  of  faints, 

Lord’s-day,  April  6.  I preached  from  Matth. 
vii.  21 — 23.  There,  were  confiderable  effe£ls 
vifible  in  the  audience ; an  earned  attention,  a 
great  folemnity,  many  tears  and  fighs.  Divers 
were  put  upon  clofe  examination  of  their  fpiritual 
dates,  by  hearing  that  “ not  ever}'  one  that  faith 
to  Chrid,  Lord,  Lord,  fhall  enter  into  his  king- 
dom.1’ And  fome  of  them  expreffed  fears  lead 
they  had  deceived  themfclves,  and  taken  up  a 
falfe  hope,  becaufe  they  had  done  fo  little  of  the 
“ will  of  his  Father  who  is  in  heaven.” 

There  was  alfo  one  man  brought  under  pref- 
ung  concern  for  his  foul  ; which  appeared  more 
eJpecially  after  his  retirement  from  public  wor- 
fhip.  And  that  which,  he  fays,  gave  him  the 
greated  uneafinefs,  was,  not  fo  much  any  parti- 
cular dn,  as  that  he  had  never  done  the  will  of 
God  at  all,  and  fo  had  no  claim  to  the  kingdom 
of  heaven. 
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In  the  afternoon  I opened  to  them  the  difciplini 
of  Chrift  in  his  church,  and  the  method  in  which 
offenders  are  to  be  dealt  with.  At  this  the  reli- 
gious people  were  much  affefted,  efpecially  when 
they  heard,  that  the  offender  continuing  obfti- 
nate,  mull  be  efteeined  “ as  an  Heathen  man, 
<hat  has  no  part  or  lot  among  God’s  vifible  peo- 
ple.” This  they  feemed  to  have  the  mod  awful 
apprehenfions  of  ; a flate  of  Heathenifm,  out  of 
which  they  were  fo  lately  brought,  appearing 
very  dreadful  to  them. 

After  public  worfhip  I vifited  fundry  houfes  to 
fee  how  they  fpent  the  remainder  of  the  fabbatb, 
and  to  treat. with  them  on  the  great  concerns  of 
their  fouls  ; and  the  Lord  feemed  to  fmile  upon 
my  endeavours,  and  to  make  thefe  particular  ad- 
dreffes  more  effectual  than  my  public  difeourfes. 

April  7.  I endeavoured  to  open  the  inflitution, 
nature,  and  ends  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  as  well  as 
the  qualifications  neceffary  to  the  right  participa- 
tion of  it.  Sundry  perfons  feemed  much  afTefitcd 
with  the.  love  of  Chrift  in  this  provifion  for  the 
comfort  of  his  people,  at  a feafon  when  himfelf 
was  juft  entering  upon  his  flrarpeft  bufferings. 

[On  Tuefday,  he  went  to  a meeting  of  the 
Prefbytery  appointed  at  Elifatieth’s-Town.  In 
his  way  thither,  he  enjoyed  fome  fweet  meditati- 
ons; but  after  he  came  there,  he  was  fas  he  ex- 
preffes  it)  under  an  aufid  gloo  m , that  oppreffed 
his  mind.  And  this  continued  till  Saturday  even- 
ing. He  fpent  the  fabbath  at  Staten  ifland  ; 

where^ 
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where  he  preached  to  an  aflembly  of  Dutch  anti  ■ 
Englifh,  and  enjoyed  confiderable  refreshment. 
In  the  evening  he  returned  to  Elifabeth’s-Town.] 

Monday,  April  14.  My  fpirits  were  refrefhed,  . 
and  my  mind  compofed,  fo  that  I was  in  a com- 
fortable frame  of  foul,  mod  of  the  day-.  In  the 
evening  my  head  was- clear,  my  mind  fe-rene ; I 
enjoyed  fweetnefs  in  fecret  prayer  and  meditation. 
Oh,  how  free,  how  comfortable,  chearful,  and 
yet  Solemn,  do  I feel  when  I am  in  a good  mea- 
fure  freed  from  thofe.  damps  and  melancholy 
glooms,  that  Eoften  labour  under  ! 

*•  Tuefday,  April-  15.  My  foul  longed  for 
more  Spirituality..;.  and.it  was  my  burden,  that  I 
could  do  no  more  for  God.  Oh,  my  barrenness 
is-  my  daily  affliftion  ! 'Oh, .how  precious  is  time  : 
and  how  it  pains  me  to  fee  it  Slide  away r.  while  I 
do  fo  vory  little  to  any  good  pmpofeJ  Oh  that 
God  would  make  me  more  fruitful  and  Spiritual! 

Thurfday,  April  17.  I enjoyed  fome  com- 
fort in  prayer,  Some  freedom  in  meditation,  and 
compofure  in  my  Studies.  In  the  evening  I 
preached  from  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  28.  “ But  it  is  good 

for  me  to  draw  near  to  God.”  God  helped  me 
to  feel  the  truth  of  my  text.  I was  enabled  to 
pq.ur  out  my  foul  to  God  with  great  freedom,  fer- 
vency, and  affeQion  : and  to  Speak  with  tender* 
nefs,  and  yet  with  faithfulnefs : and  divine  truths 
Seemed  to  fall  with  weight  and  influence  upon 
the  hearers.  My  heart  was  melted  for  the  dear 
affembly,  and  I loved  every  body  in  it ; my  foul 

cried 
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cried,  “ Oh  that  the  dear  creatures  might' be 
faved  ! O that  God  would  have  mercy  on  them  !” 
Lord’s-day,  April  2o.t  I enjoyed  fome  free- 
dom, and  exercife  of  faith  and  prayer,  efpecial- 
ly  when  I came  to  pray  for  Zion.  I was  free 
from  gloomy  difcouragement ; and  my  foul  re- 
joiced in  the  hopes  of  Zion’s  profperiiv,  and  the 
enlargement  of  the  kingdom  of  the  great  Re- 
deemer. . 

Monday,  April  21.  I was  compofed  and  com- 
fortable molt  of  the  day  ; had  freedom  in  prayer, 
feveral  times ; efpecially  for  Zion’s  enlargement 
and  profperity..  And  Oh,  how  refrelhing  wrere 
thefe  hopes  to  my  foul  ! Oh  that  the  kingdom  of 
the  Lord  might  come. 

Tuefday,  April  22.  My  mind  was  remarka- 
bly free  from  melancholy  damps,  and  animated 
in  my  work,  I found  fuch  vigour  and  re- 
folution  in  the  fervice  of  God,  that  the  mountains 
feemed  to  become  a plain  before  me.  Oh,  blefT- 
ed  be  God  for  an  interval  of  refrefhment,  and 
fervent  refolution  in  myr  Lord's  work ! In  the 
evening,  my  foul  was  refrelhed  in  fecret  praver, 
and  my  heart  drawn  out  for  divine  bleffings ; cf- 
pecially  for  the  church  of  God,  for  my  own  peo- 
ple, and  for  dear  friends  in  remote  places.  Oh 
that  Zion  might  profper,  and  precious  fouls  be 
brought  home  to  God  ! 

O 

April  25.  Having  appointed  the  next  lord’s-  ■ 
day  for  the  adminifrration  of  the  Lord’s  flipper, 

thiS  ■ 

‘1  This  day  he  entered  into  the  29th  year  of  his  age- 
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tfi'is  day  was  fet  apart  for  folemn  falling  and  pray- 
er, to  implore  the  bleiTmg  of  God  upon  our  de- 
fign  ; and  to  intreat  that  his  prefence  might  be 
with  us  in  our  approach  to  his  table. 

The  folemnity  was  obferved,  not  only  by  thofe 
who  propofed  to  communicate,  but  by  the  whole 
congregation. — 111  the  former  part  of  the  day,  I 
endeavoured  to  open  to  my  people  the  nature  of 
a faji,  and  to  inllruft  them  in  the  duties  of  fuch 
a folemnity. — In  the  afternoon  I infilled  upon 
the  fpecial  reafons  there  were  for  our  now  en- 
gaging in  thefe  folemn  exercifes ; both  in  regard 
of  the  need  we  Hood  in  of  divine  alMance,  in 
order  to  a due  preparation  for  the  facred  ordi- 
nance ; and  in  refpeCl  of  the  manifell  decline  of 
God’s  work  here,  as  to  the  conviction  and  cori- 
verfion  of  Tinners. 

The  worlhip  of  God  was  attended  with  great  • 
folemnity  and  reverence,  with  much  tendernefs  . 
and  many  tears,  and  there  was  Tome  appearance 
of  divine  power  upon  thofe  who  had  been  a-, 
wakened  fome  time  before. 

After  repeated  prayer,  I led  them  to  a folemn 
renewal  of  their-  baptijmcd  covenant,  wherein  they 
had  explicitly  given  up  themfelves  to  God,  the 
father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  avouching  him  to 
be  their  God ; and  at  the  fame  time  renouncing 
their  heathenifh  vanities,  and  folemnly  engaging 
to  take  the  word  of  God  for  the  rule  of  their  lives , 
pxomifing  to  walk  together  in  love,  to  watch  o- 
ver  themfelves,  and  one  another;  to  lead  lives  of 

feripufnefs 
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ferioufnefs  and  devotion,  and  to  difclrarge  the 
relative  duties  incumbent  upon  them. 

Thisfclemn  tranfaftion  was  attended  with  much 
ferioufnefs;  and  at  the  fame  time  with  the  utmoft, 
readinefs  and  chearfulnefs;  and  an  union  and  har- 
mony of  foul  feemed  to  crown  the  whole. 

April  26.  I catechifed  thofe  that  defigned  to 
partake  of  the  Lord’s  flipper  the  next  day,  upon 
the  inftitution,  nature  and  end  of  that  ordinance ; 
and  had  abundant  fatisfa&ion  refpefting  their 
knowledge.  They  likewife  appeared,  to  have  an 
affefHng  fenfenf  the  folemnity  of  the  ordinance* 
and  to  be  humbled  under  a fenfe  of  their  own  un- 
worthinefs;  and  earneftiy  concerned  that  they 
may  be  duly  prepared  for  an  attendance  upon  it. 
Their  hearts  were  full  of  love  one  toward  another, 
and  this  they  feemed  much  concerned  to  main- 
tain, and-brins  to  the ; Lord’s  table  with  them. 

I adminiftered  the  Lord’s  fupper  to  twenty  three 
Indians,  (the-  number  of  men  and  women  being 
nearly  equal,)  divers  others,  to  the  number  of  five 
or  fix,  being  now  abfent  at  the  Forks  of  Dela? 
ware.t-. 

The  ordinance  was  attended  with  great  folem- 
nity, and  with  theutmofirtendernefs  and  affe&ion. 
In  the  performance  of  the  facramental  affions,  e- 
fpecially  in  the  diftribution  of  the  bread , they 
feemed  to  be  affefted  in  a moll  lively  manner,  as 
if  “ Chrifi:  had  been’’  really  “ crucified  before 
them.”  And  the  words  of  the  inftitution,  when 
repeated,  feemed  to  be  entertained  with  the Jams 

full. : 
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fill  and  Jinn  belief  and  afle&ionate  engagem<vnt* 
of  foul,  as  if  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrid  himfelf  had- 
perfonally  fpoken  to  them. 

* Having  reded  fome  time  after  the  adminidra- 
tion  of  the  Jacra.7?ient,  I walked  from  houfe  to 
houfe,  and  converfed  particularly  with  mod  of 
the  communicants , and  found  they  had  been  re- 
frefhed  at  the  Lord’s  table  “ as  with  new  wine.” 
And  never  did  I fee  fuch  an  appearance  of  Chrif- 
tian  love  among  any  people.  One  might  well 
have  cried  with  an  agreeable  furprize,  “ BeholcT 
how  they  love  one  another  !” 

Toward  night  I difcourfed  ©n  the  immediate 
defign  of  Chr'd’s  death,  “ To  redeem  his  peo- 
ple from  all  iniquity.” 

This  appeared  to  be  a feafon  of  divine  power-- 
The  religious  were  much  refrefhed,  and  feemed 
remarkably  tender,  full  of  love,  joy,-  peace,  and 
defires  of  being  completely  “ redeemed  from 
all  iniquity.”  Convictions  alfo  appeared  to  be 
revived  in  many  indances  ; and  divers  perfons 
were  awakened  whom  I had  never  obferved  un- 
der any  religious  impredions  before. 

Such  was  the  influence  which  attended  our 
aflembly,  that  it  feemed  grievous  to  conclude  the 
public  worfhip.  And  the  congregation  when  dif- 
mifed,  although  it  was  then  almofl  dark,  appear- 
ed loth  to  leave  the  place. 

April  28.  I concluded  the  folemnity  with  a 
-difcourfe  upon  John  xiv.  15.  “ If  ye  love  me 
keep  my  commandments.”  There  appeared 

great. 
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great  tendernefs  in  the  audience  in  general,  buf 

efpecially  in  the  communicants. O how  free, 

how  engaged  and  affectionate  did  thej'e  appear 
in  the  fervice  of  God!  They  feemeft  willing  to 
have  their  “ ears  bored  to  the  door  pofts  of  Gods 
houfe,”  and  to  be  his  fervants  for  ever. 

* Obferving  numbers  in  this  excellent  frame,-  : 
I thought  it  proper  to  improve  this  advantageous^  , 
feafon,  as  Hezekiah  did  his  great  pajfoverT 
(2  Chron.  xxxi.J  in  order  to  promote  the  blelfed 
reformation  among  them  : and  accordingly  pro-  :j 
pofed  to  them  that  they  fhould  renewed l y enter  11 
into  covenant  before  God,  to  watch  over  them-  | 
felves  and  one  another.  - And  efpecially  that  , 
they  would  watch  again  ft  the  fin  of  drunkennefs 1 
— They  chearfully  complied  and  explicitly  join--  j 
ed  in  that  covenant ; whereupon  I proceeded  in  1 
the  mold  folemn  manner  to  call  God  to  zvitnejs 1 !l 
their  facred  engagement ; minded  them  of  the 
greatnefs  of  the  guilt  they  would  contract  in  the  ' 
violation  of  it ; and  that  God  would  be  a terrible 
witmejs  agai-nft  thofe- who  flrould  prefume  to  da 
fo,  in  the  “ great  and  notable  day  of  the  Lord.” 

* It  was  a feafon  of  amazing  folemnity,  and  a 
divine  awe  appeared  upon  the  face  of  the  whole 
aflembly ! Affeftionate  fighs,  and  tears,  were 
frequent  in  the  audience  : and  I doubt  not  but 
many  fiient  cries  were  fent  up  to  the  fountain  of 
grace,  for  grace  to  fulfil  thefe  folemn  engage- - 
Elects, . 
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[On  Tuefday  he  went  to  Elifabeth-Town,  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Prefbytery  : and  fpent  the 
time  in  a free  and  comfortable  hate  of  mind.] 

Saturday  May  3.  I rode  from  Elifabeth— 
Town  home  to  my  people,  near  Cranberry  ; whi- 
ther they  are  removed,  and  where  I hope  God 
will  fettle  them  as  a Chrilfian  congregation..  I- 
was  refrefhed  in  lifting  up  my  heart  to  God, 
while  riding;  and  enjoyed  a thankful  frame  of 
fpirit. 

May  4.  My  people  being  now  removed  to 
their  lands ; I this  day  vifited  them,  and  preach- 
ed to  them  from  Mark  iv.  5.  firewing  the  reafon 
there  was  to  fear,  left  many  hopeful  beginnings, 
might  prove  abortive,  like  the  “ feed  dropped 
upon  ftony  places.” 

I May  5.  I vifited  them  again,  and  gave  them 
directions  relating  to  their  bufrnefs. 

I daily  difcover more  and  more  of  what  impor- 
tance it  is,  that  they  become  induftrious,  and 
able  to  raife  the  neceftaries  of  life  within  them - 
Jelves  ; for  their  prefent  method  of  living  greatly 
expofes  them  to  temptations  of  various  kinds. 

I*  Wednefday,  May  7.  I fpent  mod  of  the 
day  in  writing,  and  enjoyed  freedom  in  my  work. 

I was  favoured  with  comfortable  meditations,  this 
day,  and  in  the-evening,  was  in  a fweet  compof- 
■ed  frame  of  mind  : pleafed  and  delighted  to  leave 
all  with  God,  refpefling  myfelf,  for  time  and 
•eternity,  and  refpecfing  the  people  of  my  charge 
and  dear  friends : I had  no  doubt  but  that  God 

would; 
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WOuld  take  care  of  me,  and  of  his  own  iriteref 
among  my  people:  and  was  enabled  to  ufe  free- 
dom in  prayer,  as  a child  with  a tender  father. 

* Thurfday,  May  8.  In  the  evening  I enjoy- 
ed  a tender  melting  frame  in  fecret  prayer, 
wherein  mv  foul  was  drawn  out  for  the  intereft 
of  Zion,  and  comforted  with  the  lively  hope  of 
the  appearing  of  the  kingdom  of  the  great  Re- 
deemer. Thefe  wer-e  fweet  moments : I felt 
loth  to  go  to  bed,  and  grieved  that  deep  was  r.e- 
ceffary.  However,  I lay  down  with  a tender 
reverential  fear  of  God,  fenfible  that  “ his  fa- 
vour is  life,”  and  his  fmiles,  infinitely  better 
than  life  itfelf. 

May  9.  I preached  in  the  open  wildernefs ' 
the  Indians  having  as  yet  no  houfe  for  public 
worfhip  in  this  place,  nor  fcarce  any  Jhelter  for- 

themfelves. Divine  truths  made  confiderabie 

imprefiions,  and  ic  was  a feafon  of  folemnity, 
tendernefs,  and  affection. 

I baptized  this  day,  the  conjuror  and  murderer 
mentioned  before,  fuch  a remarkable  infiance  of 
divine  grace,  that  I cannot  omit  fume  brief  ac-  f 
count  of  him. 

He  lived  near,  and  fometimes  attended  me  in 
the  Forks  of  Delaware  for  more  than  a year  to- 
gether ; but  was  extremely  attached  to  firong 
drink,  and  feemed  to  be  no  ways  reformed. 
In  this  time  he  likewife  murdered,  a young  In- 
dian, which  threw  him  into  a kind  of  defpera- 
tion,  fo  that  he  kept  from  me,  and  refufed.  to 
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isr  me  preach  for  feveral  months,  till  I had  an 
ipportunity  of  converfing  freely  with  him,  and 
jiving  him  encouragement,  that  even  his  fm 
night  be  forgiven  for  Chriil’s  fake. 

But  that  which  was  the  worft  was  his  conjura- 
_.  ion.  He  was  one  of  them  who  are  called  poux~ 
vows  among  the  Indians  : and  notwithstanding 

.tis  attendance  upon  my  preaching,  ftill  followed 
tis  old  charms,  “giving  out  that  he  himfelf  was 
ome  great  one,  and  .to  him  they,  gave  heed,” 
uppoling  him  to  be  pofTelTed  of  a great  power.  So 
.hat  when  I have  infliucted  them  refpeftjng  the 
piracies  wrought  by  Chrift,  and  mentioned  them 
' s.  evidences  of  his  divine  million,  they  have 
juickly  obferved  the  wonders  which  this  man 
erformed  by  his  magic  charms  ; which  feeme.d 
■'o,be  .a  fatal  o.bltrudtion  to  their  receiving  the 
|ofpel.  And  I often  thought,  it  would  be  a 
,i eat  favour  .to  the  Indians,  if  God  would 
'ake  that  wretch  out  of  the  world  : but  God, 

‘ .whole  thoughts  are  not  as  man’s  thoughts,” 
.as  been  pleafed  to  take  a much  more  de Arable 
r.ethod  ; a method  agreeable  to  his  own  merci- 
ui  nature,  advantageous  to  his  own  intereli 
iniong  the  Indians,  as  well  as  to  the  poor  foul 
rimfelf. 

! The  fifft  genuine  concern  for  his  foul  was  ex. 
riled  by  feeing  my  interpreter  and  his  wife  bap- 
tized at  theTorks  of  Delaware,  July  21,  1745. 
Which  fo  prevailed  upon  him  that  he  followed 
[ce  down  to  Crofweekfung  in  the  beginning  of 

Augufi, 
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-Aueuft,  and  there  continued  -for  fevera!  weeks 
in  the  feafon  of  the  mod  powerful  awakening 
qmong  the  Indians ; at  which  time  he  was  more 
effe&ualiy  awakened  : and  then,  he  fays,  upon  | 
his  “ feeling  the  fpirit  of  God  in  his  heart,''  fas  I 
he  exprelfes  it)  his  fpirit  of  conjuration  left  him  ' 
entirely  ; that  he  has  had  no  more  power  of  that 
nature  fince,  than  any  other  man.  And  he  de- 
clares that  he  does  not  fo  much  as  know  how  he 
ufed  to  charm  and  conjure  ; and  that  he  could  not  I 
do  anv  thing  of  that  nature,  if  he  was  ever  fo  [ 
defirous. 

He  continued  under  convictions  all  the  fall, 
.and  former  part  of  the  winter  pad,  but  was  not 
fo  deeply  exerci fed  till  January;  and  then  the 
word  ol  God  took  fuch  hold  upon  him,  that  he " 
knew  not  what  to  do,  or  where  to  turn. — He  I 
then  told  me,  that  when  he  ufed  to  hear  me 
preach  from  time  to  time  in  the  fall  of  the 
year,  my  preaching  pricked  his  heart,  but  did 
not  bring  him  to  fo  great  didrefs,  becaufe  lie 
dill  hoped  he  could  Ao  jbme: j for  his  own 
rebel:  but  now,  he  faid,  I dro.c  him  up  into 
“ fuch  a Hi arp  corner,'-’  that  he  had  no  way  to 
turn. 

He  continued  under  the  heavy  burden  of  a 
wounded 'Jpiril,  rill  he  was  brought  into  the  ut- 
mod  agony  of  foul. 

After  this  he  was  brought  to  a kind  of  calm- 
nefs ; he  appeared  perfectly  fedate  ; although  lie 
had  no  fare  hope  of  faivation. 

* I ob-  I 
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,i5F  I obfervccl  him  remarkably  eompofed,  and 
-slked  him  how  he  did  ? He  replied,  “ It  is 
done,  it  is  done,  it  is  all  done  now.”  I afked 
him  what  he  meant  ? He  anfwered,  “ I can  ne- 
ver do  any  more  to  fave  myfelf;  it  is  all  done 
.for  ever,  I can  do  no  more.”  I queried  with 
him,  whether  he  could  not  do  a little  more 
rather  than  to  go  to  hell.  Ide  replied,  “ My 
: heart  is  dead,  I can  never  help  myfelf.”  I 
silted  him,  what  he 'thought  would  become  of 
him  then  ? He  anfwered,  “ I muft  go  to  hell.” 

I - I afked  him,  if  he  thought  it  was  right  that  God 
Should  ferid  him  to  hell  ? He  replied,  “ O it  is 

-right.  The  devil  has  "been  in  me  ever  fince.  I 
I ^ 

.-was  born.”  “I  afkfd  him,  if  he  felt  this  when  he 
Vwas  in  fuch  great  diftrefs  the  evening  before  ? He 
anfwered,  “ No,  I did  not  think  it  was  right.  I 
■ thought  God  would  fend  me  to  hell,  and  that  I 
was  then  dropping  into  it ; but  my  heart  quarrel- 
vied  with  God,  and  would  not  fay  it  was  fight  he 
fhould  fend  me  there.  But  now  I know  it  is 
right,  for  I have  always  ferved  the  devil,  and 
my  heart  has  no  goddnefs  in  it  now,  but  it  is  as 
bad  as  ever  it  was,’’ — I fcarce  ever  faw  any  pevfon 
- more  efte-£lua!ly  brought  off  front  a dependence 
• upon  his  own  endeavours  for  falvation. 

In  this  name  of  mind  he  continued  for  feveral 
(lavs,  palling  fentence  of  condemnation  upon 
himfelf,  and  conlkmily  owning,  that  it  would  be 
right  he  should  be  damned,  and  that  he  expeft- 
,-fid  this  would  be  his  portion.  And  yet  it  was 

plain 
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-plain  lie  had  a fecret  hope  of  mercy,  which  kept 
him  from  preffing  di  ft  refs : fo  that  inftead  of  be- 
ing fad  and  dejefted,  his  very  countenance  ap- 
peared pleafant  and  agreeable. 

It  was  remarkable  in  this  feafon  that  he 
feemed  to  have  a great  love  to  the  people  of  God, 
and  nothing  effefled  him  fo  much  as  the  thoughts 
of  being  feparated  hom  them.  This  feemed  to 
be  a very  . dreadful  part  of  the  hell  he  thought  him- 
felf  doomed  to. — It  was  likewife  lemarkable, 
that  in  this  feafon  he  was  moft  diligent  in  the  ufe 
of  all  means  for  his  falvatlon  ; although  he  had 
the  cleareft  view  of  the  infujfidency  of  means  to 
^afford  him  help. 

* After  he  had  conti  nued  in  this  frame  of  mind 
more  than  a week , while  1 was  difcourfmg  pub- 
licly, he  feemed  to  have  a lively  view  of  the  ex- 
cellency of  Chrift,  and  the  way  ol  falvation  by 
him,  which  melted  him  imo  tears,  and  filled 
him  with  admiration,  comfort,  and  praife  to 
God  ; fince  which  he  has  appeared  to  be  an  hum- 
ble, devout,  and  affefiionate  Cluillian;  ferious 
and  exemplary  in  his  couverfation  and  behaviour, 
frequently  complaining  of  his  want  of  warmth", 
life,  and  aflivitv,  and  yet  frequently  favoured 
■with  quickening  influences.  And  in  all  refpefts 
hr  bears  the  marks  of  one  “ created  anew  in 
Chrift  JcfusC 

His  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  God  was  pleafing  to 
me,  when  lie  was  with  me  at  the  Forks  of  Deia* 
ware  in  .February  last.  There  being  an  old  Indian 

wha 
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tvho  threatened  to  bewitch  me  and  my  people 
'who  accompanied  me;  this  man  challenged  him 
•to  do  his  wortt,  telling  him,  that  himfelf  had 
been  as  great  a conjurer  as  he,  and  that  notwiths- 
tanding as  foon  as  he  Felt  that  word  in  his  heart 
which  thefe  people  loved,  his  power  of  conjur- 
ing immediately  left  him. — And  fo  it  would  you, 
•laid  he,  if  you  did  but  once  feel  it  in  your  heart ; 
and  you  have  no  power  to  touch  one  of  them, 
Saturday,  May  10.  I rode  to  Allen’s-Town, 
to  affitt  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  Lord's  fupper. 
In  the  afternoon  I preached  from  Tit.  ii.  14. 
God  was  pleafed  to  carry  me  through  with  fome 
freedom  ; and  yet  to  deny  me  that  enlargement  I 
longed  for.  In  the  evening  my  foul  mourned, 
that  I had  treated  fo  excellent  a fuhjedf  in  fo  de- 
fective a manner.  And  if  my  difcourfe  had  met 
with  the  utmoft  applaufe  Irom  all  the  world,  it 
would  not  have  given  me  any  fatisfaClion  : Oh, 
it  grieved  me  to  think,  that  I bad  had  no  more 
holy  warmth,  that  I had  been  no  more  melted 
in  difcourfing  of  Chrift’s  death,  and  the  defign 
■of  it!  Afterwards,  I enjoyed  freedom  and  fer- 
vency in  fecret  and  family  prayer,  and  longed 
much  for  the  prefence  of  God  to  attend  his  word 
and  ordinances  the  next  day. 

Lord’s-dav,  May  11.  I a flitted  in  the  admi- 
niflration  of  the  Lord’s. fupper  ; but  enjoyed  little 
enlargement.  In  the  afternoon  I went  to  the 
houfe  of  God  weak  and  lick  in  foul,  3S  well  as 
feeble  in  body  : and  longed,  that  the  people 
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might  be  edified  with  divine  truths,  and  that  aa 
honeft  fervent  teflimony  might  be  boine  for  God; 
but  knew  not  how  it  was  poflible  for  me  to  do 
any  thing  of  that  kind,  to  any  good  purpofe. 
Yet  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  was  pleafed  to 
give  me  afliflance,  both  in  prayer  and  preaching  : 
God  helped  me  to  wreftle  for  his  prefence  in 
prayer,  and  to  tell  him,  that  he  had  promifed, 
“ Where  two  or  three  are  met  together  in  his 
name,  there  he  would  bedn  the  midft  of  them 
and  pleaded,  that  for  his  truth’s  fake  he. would  be 
with  us.  And  blefTed  be  God,  it  was  fweet  to 
my  foul,  thus  to  plead,  and  rely  on  God's  pro- 
mifes.  I difeourfed  upon  Luke  ix.  30.  “ And 

behold  there  talked  with  him  two  men,  which 
were  Mofes  and  Elias  ; who  appeared,  jn  glory, 
and  fpake  of  his  deceafe,  which  he  fhould  ac- 
complilh  at  Jerufalem.’’  I enjoyed  fpecial  free* 
dom,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  my  dif- 
eourfe.  Things  pertinent  to  the  fubjeft  were 
abundantly  prefented  to  mvview;  and  fuch  a 
fullnefs  of  matter,  that  I fcarce  knew  how  to  dif- 
raifs  the  various  heads  I had  occafion  to  touch 
upon.  And,  blefTed  be  the  Lord,  I was  favour- 
ed with  fervency  and  power,  as  well  as  freedom  ; 
fo  that  the  word  of  God  feemed  to  awaken  the 
attention  of  a ftupid  audience,  to  a confiderabie 
degree.  I was  inwardly  relrelhed  with  the  cor.- 
folations  of  God  ; and  could  with  mv  whole  heart 
fay,  “ Though  there  be  no  fruit  in  the  vine, 
(3c.  vet  will  I rejoice  in  the  Lord.” 

Friday, 
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Friday,  May  16.  I enjoyed  fome  agreeable 
converfation  with  a dear  minifter,  which  was 
blefTed  to  my  foul;  my  heart  was  warmed,  and 
my  foul  engaged  to  live  to  God  ; fo  that  I long- 
ed to  exert  myfelf  with  more  vigour,  than  ever 
I had  done  in  his  caufe;  and  thofe  words  were 
quickening  to  me,  “ Herein  is  my  Father  glori- 
fied, that  ye  bring  forth  much  fruit.”  Oh,  my 
fou!  longed,  and  wifhed,  and  prayed,  to  be  ena- 
bled to  live  to  God  with  confiancy  and  ardour  ! In 
the  evening,  God  was  pleafed  to  fhine  upon 
me  in  fecret  prayer,  and  draw  out  my  foul  after 
-himfelf:  and  I had  freedom  in  fupplication  for 
myfelf,  but  much  more  in  intercefiion  for  others  : 
fo  that  I was  fweetly  confirained  to  fay,  “ Lord, 
ufe  me  as  thou  wilt ; do  as  thou  wilt  with  me  : 
but  Oh,  promote  thine  own  caufe ! Zion  is 
thine  ; Oh  vifit  thine  heritage  ! Oh  let  thy  king- 
dom come!  Oh  let  thy  bleffed  intereft  be  advanc- 
ed in  the  world'.”  When  I attempted  to  look  to 
God,  refpedting  ray  fettling  in  my  congregation, 
which  feems  to  be  necefiary,  and  yet  contrary  to 
my  fixed  intention  for  years  paft,  as  well  as  my 
difpofition,  which  has  been,  and  (till  is,  to  fpend 
my  life  in  preaching  the  gofpel  from  place  to 
place,  and  gathering  fouls  afar  off  to  jefus  the 
great  Redeemer ; when  I attempted  to  look  to 
God  with  regard  to  thefe  things’  I could 
only  fay,  “ Tire  will  of  the  Lord  be  done:  it  is 
no  matter  for  me.” 
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* The  fame  frame  of  mind  I fell  with  refpect 
to  another  important  affair  I have  lately  had  fome 
ferious  thoughts  of:  I could  fay,  with  the  utmoft 
calmnefs  and  ccmpofure,  “ Lord,  if  it  be  raoft 
for  thy  glory,  let  mo  proceed  in  it:  but  if  thou 
feed  that  it  will  in  any  wife  hinder  my  ufefulnefs 
in  thy  caufe,  Oh  prevent  my  proceeding:  for 
all  I want,  is  fuch  circuraftance-s  as  may  bell  ca- 
pacitate me  to  do  fervice  for  God  in  the  world.” 
Oh,  how  fweet  was  this  evening  to  my  foul ! I 
knew  not  how  to  go  to  bed  ; and  when  got  to 
bed,  longed  for  fome  way  to  employ  time  for 
God  to  fome  excellent  purpofe. 

Saturday,  May  17.  I walked  out  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  felt  much  of  the  fame  frame  I enjoyed 
the  evening  before  : had  my  heart  enlarged  in 
praying  for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of 
Cirri  ft,  and  found  the  utmoft  freedom  in  leaving 
all  my  concerns  with  God. 

* I find  difco u rage  merit  to  be  an  exceeding 
hindrance  to  my  fpiritual  fervency  and  affection: 
but  when  God  enables  me  to  find  that  I have 
done  fomething  for  him,  this  animates  me,  fo 
that  I could  break  through  a’l  hardfhips,  under- 
go any  labours,  and  nothing  feems  too  much 
either  to  do  or  fufler.  But  Ob,  what  a death  it 
is,  to  flrive,  and  ftrive  ; to  be  always  in  a hurry, 
and  yet  do  nothing.  Alas,  alas,  that  time  flies 
away,  and  I do  fo  little  fcr-God! 

Lord’s-day,  May  r8.  I felt  my  own  utter  in- 
fuffieiency  for  my  work  : God  made  me  to  fee, 
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f]i at  I was  a child  ; yea,  that  I was  a fool.  I 
difcourfed  both  parts  of 'the  day,  from  Rev.  in, 
20,  “ Behold  I hand  at  the  door,  and  knock. 
God  gave  me  freedom  and  power  in  the  latter 
part  of  my  (forenoon’s)  difeourfe,  although  in  the 
former  part  of  it,  I felt  peevifh  and  provoked 
with  the  unmannerly  behaviour  of  the  white  peo- 
ple, who  crouded  in  between  my  people  and  me. 
But  bleiTed  be  God  I got  thofe  fhackles  off  be- 
fore the  middle  of  my  difeourfe,  and  was  favour- 
ed with  a fweet  frame  of  fpirit  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  exercife  : was  full  of  love,  warmth,  and 
tendernefs,  in  addreffing  my  dear  people. — In 
the  intermiffion-feafon  I could  not  but  difeourfe 
to  my  people  on  the  kindnefs  and  patience  of 
Cnrifl:  in  Jlandirig  and  knocking  at  the  door. — In 
the  evening,  I was  grieved  that  I had  done  fo 
little  for  God.  Oh  that  I could  be  a flame  ofl fire 
in  the  fervice  of  my  God  ! 

Thurfday,  May  22.  In  the  evening  I was 
in  a frame  fomewhat  remarkable  : I had  appre- 
hended for  feveral  days,  that  it  was  a defign  of 
providence  I fhould Jhtle  among  my  people  ; and 
had  in  my  own  mind  began  to  make  provifion 
for  it:  and  yet  was  never  quite  pleafed  with  the 
thoughts  of  being  confined  to  one  place.  Never- 
thelefs  I feemed  to  have  fome  freedom,  becaufe 
the  congregation  was  one  that  God  had  enabled 
me  to  gather  from  among  Pagans.  For  I never 
could  feel  any  freedom  to  “ enter  into  other  men’s 
labour,”  and  fettle  where  the  “ gofpel  was  preach- 
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fid  before;  ’ God  has  never  given  me  anv  liber- 
ty in  that  refpedl,  either  fince  cr  for  fome  years 
before  I began  to  preach.  But  God  having  fuc- 
ceeded  my  labours,  in  gathering  a church  among 
thefe  Indians,  I was  ready  to  think,  it  might  be 
Jais  defign  to  give  me  a quiet  fettlement.  And 
this,  confidering  the  late  frequent  failure  of  my 
ipirits,  and  the  need  I flood  in  of  fome  agreeable 
fociety,  and  my  great  defne  of  enjoying  conve- 
miencies  for  profitable  fludies,  was  not  altogether 
difagreeable  to  me.  And  although  I Hill  wanted 
to  go  about  far  and  wide,  in  order  to  fpread  the 
blefted  gofpel  among  benighted  fouls  : yet  I never 
had  been  fo  willing  to  fettle  for  more  than  five 
years  pall,  as  I was  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this 
week.  But  now  thefe  thoughts  feemed  to  be 
wholly  dafhed  to  pieces  ; not  by  neceffity,  but 
of  choice  : for  it  appeared  to  me,  that  God's 
dealings  towards  me  had  fitted  me  for  a life  of 
folitarinefs  and  hard lh ip  ; it  appeared  to  me  I had 
nothing  to  do  with  earth,  and  confequently  no- 
thing to  lofe,  by  a total  renunciation  of  it  : and 
it  appeared  juft  right,  that  I fhould  be  deftitute  of 
houfe  and  home,  and  many  comforts,  which  I re- 
joiced to  fee  others  of  God’s  people  enjoy.  The 
fame  time  I faw  fo  much  the  excellency  of  Chrift’s 
kingdom,  and  the  infinite  defirablenefs  of  its  ad- 
vancement in  the  world,  that  it  fwallowed  up  all 
my  other  thoughts;  and  made  me  willing  to  be 
a pilgrim  or  hermit  in  the  wildernefs,  to  my  dy- 
ing 
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ing  moment,  if  I might  thereby  promote  the 
blefled  intereft  of  the  great  Redeemer.  And  if 
ever  mv  foul  prefented  itfelfto  God  for  his  fer- 
vice,  without  any  referve  of  any  kind,  it  did  fo 
now.  The  language  of  my  thoughts  (although  I 
fpake  no  words)  now  was,  “ Here  I am,  Lord,  find 
me  : fend  me  to  the  ends  ofi the  earth  ; fend  me  to 
the  rough,  the  favage  Pagans  of  the  wildernefs ; 
fend  me  from  all  that  is  called  comfort  in 
earth  ! fend  me  even  to  death  itfe'if,  if  it  be  but 
in  thy  fervice,  and  to  promote  thy  kingdom."' 
And  at  the  fame  time  I had  as  quick  and  lively  a 
fenfe  of  the  value  of  worldly  comforts,  as  ever 
I had  ; but  faw  them  infinitely  overmatched  by 
the  worth  of  Chrift’s  kingdom,  and  the  propa- 
gation of  his  blefled  gofpel.  The  quiet  fettle- 
ment,  the  certain  place  of  abode,  the  ten- 
der friendfhip,  which  I thought  I might  be  like- 
ly to  enjoy,  appeared  as  valuable  to  me,  confi- 
dered  abfolutely,  as  ever  before  : but  confidered 
comparatively,  they  appeared  nothing  ; compar- 
ed with  an  enlargement  of  Chrifl’s  kingdom,  they 
vanifhed  like  the  ftars  before  the  rifing  fun.  And 
the  comfortable  accommodations  of  life  appeared 
valuable,  yet  I did  furrender  myfelf,  foul  and 
body,  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  promotion  of 
ChrifPs  kingdom  ; though  it  fhould  be  in  the  lofs 
of  them  all.  I was  conftrained,  and  yet  chofe  to 
fay,  “ Farewell,  friends  and  earthly  comforts,  the 
deareft  of  them  all,  if  the  Lord  calls  for  it ; adieu, 
idieu;  I'll  fpend  my  life  to  my  lateft  moments, 
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in  caves  and  dens  of  the  earth , if  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift  may  thereby  be  advanced.”  I found  ex- 
traordinary freedom  at  this  time  in  pouring  out 
my  foul  to  God,  for  his  coufe  ; and  efpecially  that 
Iris  kingdom  might  be  extended  among  the  Indi- 
ans ; and  I had  a ftrong  hope  that  God  would  do 
it.  I continued  wreftling  with  God  in  prayer  for 
my  dear  little  flock  here  -r  and  more  efpecially  for 
the  Indians  elfewhere  ; as  well  as  for  dear  friends 
in  one  place  and  another  ; till  it  was  bed-time, 
and  I feared  I fhould  hinder  the  family.  But  Oh, 
with  what  reluclancy  did  I find  myfelf  obliged 
to  confume  time  in  fleep ! I longed  to  be  as  a 
Jlame  of  fire , continually  glowing  in  the  divirje 
fervice,  preaching  and  building  up  Chi  ill's  king- 
dom, to  my  latefl,  my  dying  moment. 

Friday,  May  23.  In  the  morning  I was  in  the 
fame  frame  of  mind.  The  glory  of  Chrift' s king- 
dom fo  much  outfhonethe  pleafureof  earthly  ac- 
commodations and  enjoyments,  that  they  appear- 
ed comparatively  nothing.  My  foul  was  melted 
in  fecret,  and  I found  myfelf  devorced  from  any 
part  in  this  world  fo  that  in  thofe  affairs  that  feem- 
ed  of  the  greateft  importance,  in  the  prefent  life, 
and  thofe  wherein  the  tender  powers  of  the  mind 
are  moft  fenflhly  touched,  I could  only  fay, 
“ The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done.  ’ Juft  the 
fame  that  I felt  the  evening  before,  I now  felt 
the  fame  freedom  in  prayer  for  the  people  of 
my  charge,  for  the  propagation  of  the  gcfpel  a- 
jnohg  the  Indians,  for  the  enlargement  of  Zion 
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in  general,  and  my  dear  friends  in  particular ; and 
longed  to  burn  out  in  one  continued  flame  for  God. 
If  ever  I filled  up  a day  with  ftudy  and  devotion, 

I was  enabled  to  fill  up  this  day. 

Lord’s -day,  May  25.  There  was  fome  degree 
of  divine  power  attending  the  word  of  God. 
Sundry  wept  and  appeared  confiderably  affe&ed  : 
and  one  who  had  long  been  under  fpiritual  trou. 
ble,  obtained  clearnefs  and  comfort,  and  appear- 
ed to  “ rejoice  in  God  her  Saviour. 

I have  reafon  to  hope,  that  God  has  lately J 
brought  home  to  himfelf  fundry  fouls  who 
had  long  been  under  fpiritual  trouble:  though 
there  have  been  but  few  infrances  of  perfons  late- 
ly awakened.  And  thofe  comforted  of  late,  feem 
to  be  brought  in,  in  a more filent  wav,  neither 
their  concern  nor  confolation  bein^  fo  remarkable , 
as  appeared  among  thofe  wrought  upon  in  the 
beginning. 

June  6.  I difcourfed  to  my  people  from  part 

of  Ifa.  liii. The  divine  prefence  appeared 

to  be  among  us.  Divers  perfons  were  much  melt- 
ed and  rerrefhed  ; and  one  man  in  particular, . 
was  now  brought  to  fee  and-feel,  in-a  very  lively 
manner,  the  impoffibility  of  his  doing  any  thing 
to  help  himfelf,  or  bring  him  into  the  favour  of 
God  by  his  tears,  prayers,  and  other  religious  - 
performances. 

Saturday,  June  7.  I rode  to  Freehold  to  aiTifl 
Mr.  Tennent  in  the  adminiflration  of  the  Lord’s 
fupper.  In  the  afternoon  I preached,  God  gave  ■ 
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me  freedom  and  warmth  in  my  difcourfe  : and 
his  prefence  was  in  the  affembly.  I was  com. 
pofed,  and  enjoyed  a thankful  frame  of  fpirit ; 
and  my  foul  was  grieved  that  I could  not  ren- 
der fomething  to  God  for  his  benefits.  O that 
I could  be  fwallowed  up  in  his  praife. 

Lord’s-day.  June  8.  I was  agreeably  entertained 
in  the  forenoon  by  a difcourfe  from  Mr.  Tennent. 
In  the  feafon  of  communion,  I enjoyed  comfort ; 
it  wasa^OTf  oj rejrefhingio  me,  and  to  many  others. 
A number  of  my  dear  people  fat  down  by  them- 
felves  at  the  lafl  table ; at  which  time  God  feem- 

ed  to  be  in  the  midfl  of  them. And  the 

thoughts  of  what  God  had  done  among  them 
were  refrefhing  to  me.  Iu  the  afternoon,  God 
enabled  me  to  preach  with  uncommon  freedom. 
Through  the  goodnefs  of  God,  I was  favoured 
with  a conlfant  flow  of  matter,  and  proper  ex- 
preffions.  In  the  evening  I could  not  but  re- 
joice in  God,  and  blefs  him  for  the  manifefta- 
tions  of  grace  in  the  day  pail.  Oh  it  was  a 
fweet  and  fclemn  day  ! A feafon  of  comfort  to 
the  godly,  and  of  awakening  to  other  fouls. 

Monday,  June  g.  I preached  the  concluding 
fermon  from  Gen.  v.  24.  “ And  Enoch  wJked 

with  God.”  God  gave  me  enlargement  and  fer- 
vency in  my  difcourfe;  fo  that  I was  enabled  to 
fpeak  with  plainnefs  and  power.  Praifed  be  t;.e 
Lord,  it  was  a fweet  meeting.  I found  my 
flrength  renewed,  even  to  a wonder  ; fo  that  I 
felt  much  fkonger  at  the  conclufion  than  in  the 

beginning.. 
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beglning.  I have  great  reafon  to  blefs  God  for 
this  folemnity,  wherein  I have  found  afliflance 
in  addrefling  others,  and  fvveetnefs  in  my  own 
foul. 

To-day  a confiderable  number  of  my  people 
met  together  early  in  the  woods,  and  prayed, 
fang,  and  converfed  of  divine  things ; and  were 
feen  by  fome  of  the  white  people  to  be  affefied, 
and  divers  of  them  in  tears. 

Afterwards  they  attended  the  concluding  exer- 
cifes  of  the  facramental  folemnity,  and  then  re- 
turned home,  “ rejoicing  for  all  the  goodnefs  of 
God”  they  had  feen  and  felt : fo  that  this  was  a 
profitable,  as  well  as  a comfortable  feafon  to  ma- 
ny of  my  congregation. 

Friday,  June  13. — I came  away  rejoicing  and 
blefling  God  for  his  grace  manifefled  at  this  fea- 
fon. The  fame  day  I baptized  Jive  perfons, 
three  adults  and  two  children.  One  of  thefe  was 
the  very  aged  woman  of  whom  I gave  an  account, 
in  my  journal  of  December  26.  She  now  gave 
me  a very  punftual,  rational,  and  fatisfatlory  ac- 
count of  the  remarkable  change  fhe.  experienced, 
fome  months  after  the  beginning  of  her  concern. 
And  although  fhe  was  become  fo  childi fir  through 
old  age  that  I could  do  nothing  in  a way  of  quef- 
tioning  with  her;  yet,  when  I let.  her  alone  to 
go  on  with  her  own  ftory,  fhe  could  give  a Very 
diftinfcl  relation  of  the  various  exercifes  of  foul' 
flie  had  experienced’;  fo  deep  were  the  impref— 
Sons  left  upon  her  mind  by  that  influence  fhe 
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had  been  under!  And  I have  great  reafon  to  hop?, 
/he  is  born  anew  in  her  old  age,  being,  upwards 

0 ^fourfcore. 

Saturday,  June  14.  I rode  to  Kingfion,  to 
affill  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wales  in  the  admini/lration  of 
the  Lord’s- fupper.  In  the  afternoon  I preached; 
but  almoft  fainted  in  the  pulpit:  yet  God  /Length- 
ened me  when  I was  juft  gone,  and  enabled  me 
to  fpeak  his  word  with  freedom,  fervency,  and 
application  to  the  confcience.  And  praifed  be 
the  L ord  ; “ out  of  weaknefsl  was  made  /Irons.” 

J O 

1 enjoyed  fweetnefs,  in  and  after  public  wor/hip ; 
but  was  extremely  tired.  Oh,  how  many  are 
the  mercies  of  the  Lord!  “ To  them  that  ha\« 
no  might,  he  increafeth  /Length.” 

Lord’s-day,  June  15.  I was  deje&ed  fo  that  I 
could  not  hold  up  my  head.  Yet  I admini/lered 
the  Lord’s-fupper  at  Mr.  Wales’s  defiie  : and 
found  fnyfelf  in  a good  meafure  relieved  of  my 
pre/Tmg  load,  when  I came  to  a/k  a blefling  on 
the  elements ; here  God  gave  me  enlargement, 
and  a tender  affectionate  fcnfe  of  fpiritual  things  : 
fo  that  it  was  a feafon  of  comfort  to  me,  and  I 
trull,  .more  fo  to  otbeis.  In  the  afternoon  I 
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preached  to  a vail  multitude  from  Rev.  xxii.  17. 
God  helped  me  to  offer  a te/limony  for  himfelf, 
and  to  leave  finners  inexcufable.  I was  enabled 
to  fpeak  with  fuch  freedom,  fluency,  and  ciear- 
nefs,  as  commanded  the  attention  of  the  great, 
I was  extremely  tired  in  the  evening  but  enjoyed 
tompofure  and  fweetnefs. 
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Monday,  June  1 6.  I preached  again  ; anch 
God  helped  me  amazingly,  fo  that  this  was  a re- 
frelhing  feafon  to  my  foul  and  others.  For  ever 
bleffed  be  God  for  help,  when  my  body  was  fo.. 
weak,  and  there  was  fo  large  an  ahembiy. 

June  19.  I vifned  my  people  with  two  of  the 
reverend  cori  efpondents : X fpent  fome  time  in 
converfation  with  them  upon  fpiritual  things; 
and  took  care  of  their  worldly  concerns. 

This  day  makes  up  a complete  year  from  the 
firft  time  of  my  pteaching  to  thefe  Indians  in 

New-Jerfey. What  amazing  things  has  God 

wrought  in  this  time  for  thefe  poor  people! 
What  a furprifing  change  appears  in  their  tem- 
pers and  behaviour!  How  are  favage  Pagans 
transformed  into  affedfionate,  and  humble  Chrif- 
tians  ! And  their  drunken  and  pagan  howlings, 
turned  into  fervent  prayers  and  praifes  to  God  ! 
They  “ who  were  fometimes  darknefs.  are  now 
become  light  in  the  Lord/’  Mav  they  walk  as 
children  of  the  light,  and  of  the  day.  And  now 
to  him  that  is  of  power  to  eftabiilh  them  accord- 
ing to  the  gofpel.— — To  God  only  wife,  be 
glory,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  for  ever  and  ever! 
Amen. 

Before  I conclude,  I would  make  a few  gene- 
ral  remar ks  upon  what  to  me  appears  worthy  of 
notice. 

And,  firft,  I cannot  but  take  notice  that  I have 
ever  fince  my  firft  ccmirig  among  the  Indians, 
been  favoured  with  that  affiltance,  which  (to  me) 

is 
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is  uncommon , in  preaching  Ckri/l  crucified,  and 
making  him  the  center  and  mark  to  which  all  my 
difcourfes  were  dire&ed. 

* It  was  the  principal  fcope  of  all  my  difcourfes 
for  feveral  months,  (after  having  taught  the  peo- 
ple fomething  of  the  being  and  perfe&ions  of 
God,  his  creation  of  man  in  a Rate  of  rectitude 
and  happinefs,  and  the  obligations  mankind  were 
thence  under  to  love  and  honour  him,)  to  lead 
them  into  an  acquaintance  with  their  deplorable 
ftate  by  nature  : their  inability  to  deliver  them- 
felves  from  it : the  utter  insufficiency  of  any  ex- 
ternal reformation,  or  of  any  religious  perfor- 
mances, to  bring  them  into  the  favour  of  God. 
And  thence  to  fhew  them  their  abfolute  need  of 
Ghrift  to  fave  them  from  the  mifery  of  their  fallen 
Hate. — To  open  his  all-fufficiency  and  willingncfs 
to  fave  the  chief  of  finners. — The  jrecnefi  and 
riches  of  his  grace,  propofed  “without  money, 
and  without  price." — And  thereupon  to  prefs 
them  without  delay  to  betake  themfelves  to  him, 
under  a fenfe  of  their  mifery  and  undone  eftate, 

for  relief  and  everlafting  falvation. And  to 

fhew  them  the  abundant  encouragement  the- 
gofpel  propofes  to,  periffiing,  helplefs  finners,  fo 
to  do. 

* And  I have  often  remarked,  that  whatever 
fubjeft  I have  been  upon,  after  having  explained 
the  truths  contained  therein,  I have  been  natu- 
rally and  eafily  led  to  Chrifl  as  the  fubjlance  of 
every  one.  If  I.  treated  on  the  being  and  glori- 
ous- 
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ous  perfeftions  of  God,  I was  thence  naturally 
led  to  difcourfe  of  Chrift  as  the  only  “ way  to 
the  Father.”' — If  I attempted  to  open  the  mifety 
of  our  fallen  hate,  it  was  natural  from  thence  to 
fhew  the  neceffity  of  Chrift  to  undertake  for  us, 
to  atone  for  our  fins,  and  to  redeem  us  from  the 
power  of  them. — If  I taught  the  commands  of 
God,  and  fhewed  our  violation  of  them,  this 
brought  me  in  the  moft  eafy  way,  to  fpeak  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  one  who  had  “ magni- 
fied the  law”  we  had  broken,  and  who  was  “ be- 
come the  end  of  it  for  righteoufnefs,  to  every  one 
that  believes.”  And  never  did  I find  fo  much 
freedom  and  aftiftance  in  making  all  the  various 
lines  of  my  difcourfes  meet  together,  and  center 
in  Chrift,  as  I have  frequently  done  among  thefe 
Indians, 

* I have  frequently  been  enabled  to  reprefenfr 
the  divine  glory,  the  infinite  precioufnefs  and' 
tranfcendent  lovelinefs  of  the  great  Redeemer; 
the  fuitablenefs  of  his  perfon  and  purchafe  to  Rip- 
ply the  wants,  and  anfwer  the  utmoft  defires  of 
immortal  fouls. — To  open  the  infinite  riches  of 
his  grace,  and  the  wonderful  encouragement  pro- 
pofed  in  the  gofpel  to  unworthy,  belplefs  fin- 
ners. — To  call,  invite,  and  befeech  them  to  come 
and  give  up  themfelves  to  him,  and  be  reconciled 
to  God  through  him. — To  expoftulate  with  them 
refpefting  their  negleft  of  one  fo  infinitely  love- 
ly, and  freely  ofteied. — And  this  in  fucli  a man- 
ner,, with  fitch  freedom,  pertinency,  pathos,  and 

application. 
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application  to  the  confidence,  as  I never  could 
have  made  myfelf  matter  of  by  the  mott  aflidu- 
ous  application.  And  I have  often  at  fuch  fea- 
fons  been  furprifingly  helped  in  adapting  my  dif- 
courfes  to  the  capacities  of  my  people,  and  bring- 
ing them  down  into  fuch  eafy,  vulgar,  and  fami- 
liar methods  of  expreffion,  as  has  rendered  them 
intelligible  even  to  Pagans. 

Secondly,  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  numbers 
of  thefe  people  are  brought  to  a ttiidf  compliance 
with  the  rules  of  morality  and  fobnety,  and  to  a 
confcientious  performance  of  the  external  duties 
of  Chriftianity ; without  their  having  them  fre- 
quently inculcated  upon  them. 

God  was  pleafed  to  give  the  grand  gofpel 
truths  fuch  a powerful  influence  upon  their 
minds,  that  their  lives  werely  quickly  reformed, 
without  repeated  harangues  upon  external  duties. 
There  was  indeed  no  room  for  any  difcourfes 
but  thofe  that  refpeded  the  ejjentials  of  religion, 
and  the  experimental  knowledge  of  divine  things, 
while  there  were  fo  many  inquiring  daily,  not 
how  they  fliould  regulate  their  external  conduff  ; j 
but  how  they  fhould  efcape  from  the  wrath  to 
come — obtain  an  effehdual  change  of  heart,  and 
get  an  interefl  in  Chrifh — So  that  mv  great  zuctk 
full  was  to  lead  them  into  a further  view  of  their 
total  depravity:  to  {hew  that  there  was  no  good- 
nefs  in  them:  no  good  difpofitiens  or  defires; 
no  love  to  God,  or  delight  in  his  commands ; 
but,  on  the,  contrary,  hatred,  enmity,  and  all 

manner  ■■ 
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manner  of  wickednefs. — And  at  the  fame  time  to 
open  to  them  the  glorious  remedy  provided  in 
Chrift  for  helplefs  peri  filing  Tinners,  and  offered 
freely  to  thofe  who  have  no  goodneir3'  of  their 
own,  no  “ works  of  righteoufnefs,”  to  recoin* 
mend  them  to  God. 

When  thefe  truths  were  felt  at  heart , there 
was  no  vice  unreformed, — no  external  duty  neg- 

lefled. Drunkennefs,  the  darling  vice,  was 

broken  off,  and  fcarce  an  inftance  of  it  known 
for  months  together.  The  praflice  of  hii/bands 
and  wives  in  putting  away  each  other,  and  taking 
others,  tvas  quickly  reformed.  The  fame  might 

be  faid  of  all  other  vices. The  reformation 

was  general ; from  the  infernal  influence  of  di- 
vine truths  upon  their  hearts ; and  not  becaufe 
they  had  heard  thefe  vices  particularly  pxpofed, 
and  repeatedly  fpoken  againft. 

* So  that  experience,  as  well  as  the  word  of 
God,  and  the  example  of  Chrift:  and  his  apoftles, 
have  taught  me,  that  the  preaching,  which  is  befit 
fuited  to  awaken  in  mankind  a lively  apprehen- 
fion  of  their  depravity  and  mifery,- — to  excite 
them  earrieftly  to  feek  after  a change  of  heart, 
and  to  fly  flor  refuge  to  Chrift,  as  the  only  hope 
fit  before  them,  is  molt  fuccefsful  toward  the  re- 
formation of  their  external  conduft. — I have 
found  that  clofe  applications  of  divine  truth  to 
the  confcience,  ftrike  death  to  the  root  of  all 
vice  i while  fmooth  harangues  upon  moral  vir- 
tues. 


tue's  and  external  duties,  at  beft  only  lop  off  the 
branches  of  corruption. 

I do  not  intend  to  reprefent  the  preaching  of 
morality,  and  preffing  perfons  to  the  external 
performance  of  duty,  to  be  unneceffary  at  any 
time-,  efpecially  when  there  is  lefs  of  divine 
power  attending  the  means  of  grace. — It  is  doubt- 
lefs  among  the  things  that  “ ought  to  be  done,” 
while  “ others  are  not  to  be  left  undone.” — But 
what  I principally  defign  is  a plain  matter  of  fact, 
viz.  That  the  external  compliance  with  the  rules 
of  Chriftianity,  appearing  among  my  people,  is 
not  the  effe£I  of  any  merely  rational  view  of  the 
beauty  of  morality,  but  of  the  internal  influence 
that  divine  truths  have  had  upon  their  hearts. 

Thirdly,  It  is  remarkable,  that  God  has  fo 
continued  and  renewed  the  fhowers  of  his  grace  r 
fo  quickly  fet  up  his  kingdom  among  thefe  peo- 
ple ; and  fo  fmiled  upon  them  in  their  acquire- 
ment of  knowledge,  both  divine  and  human.  It 
is  now  near  a year  fince  the  beginning  of  this  gra- 
cious out-pouring  of  the  divine  Spirit  ; and  al- 
though it  has  often  feemed  to  decline  for  fome 
fhort  time,  yet  the  work  of  grace  revived  again  : 
fo  that  a divine  influence  feems  flill  to  attend  the 
means  of  grace,  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree  : 
whereby  religious  perfons  are  refreflred,  ftrength- 
ened,  and  eftablifhed, — convi&ions  revived  and 
promoted  in  many, — and  fome  newly  awakened 
from  time  to  time.  Although  it  mull  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  for  fome  time  paft,  there  has  ap- 
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peared  a more  manifefl  decline  of  this  worker 
But  (blelfed  be  God)  there  is  flill  an  appearance 
of  divine  power,  a defirable  degree  of  tendernefs, 
and  devotion  in  our  affemblies. 

And  as  God  has  continued  the  fhowers  of  his 
grace  among  this  people;  fo  he  has  with  un- 
common quickntfs  fet  up  his  kingdom  in  the 
midfl  of  them.  I have  now  baptized,  fince  the 
conclufion  of  my  laft  journal,  thirty  perfons,  fif- 
teen adults,  and  fifteen  children.  Which  added 
to  the  number  there  mentioned,  makes  feventy- 
feven  perfons;  whereof  thirty- eight  are  adults 
and  thirty-nine  children:  and  all  within  the  fpace 
of  eleven  months  paff. — And  I have  baptized  no 
adults,  but  fuch  as  appeared  to  have  a work  of 
grace  in  their  hearts  : fuch  as  have  experienced  not 
only  the  awakening,  but  the  renewing  and  com- 
forting influences  of  the  divine  Spirit.  Much  of 
the  goodnefs  of  God  has  appeared  in  their  ac- 
quirement of  knowledge,  both  in  religion  and  in 
common  life.  There  has  been  a wonderful  third 
after  Chriftian  knowledge  among  them,  and  an  ea- 
ger defire  of  being  inflrufled.  This  has  moved 
them  to  afk  many  pertinent  as  well  as  important 
queflions.  Many  of  the  doflrines  I have  deli- 
vered, they  have  queried  with  me  about,  in  order 
to  gain  further  light  into  them  : and  from  time  to 
time  manifefled  a good  underflanding  of  them, 
by  their  anfwers  to  the  queflions  propofed. 

They  have  likewife  appeared  remarkably  apt 

in 
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in  learning  to  fing  pfalms,  and-  are  now  able  09 
fing  well. 

1 hey  have  alfo  acquired  a confiderable  decree 
of  knowledge  in  the  affairs  of  common  life  : fo 
that  they  now  appear  like  rational  creatures,  fit 
for  human  fociefy,  free  from  that  fa v age  rough'- 
ll efs  and  brutifh  ffupidity,  which  they  had  in  their 
Pagan  fiate. 

And  as  they  are  defirous  of  infraction,  and 
furprifingly  apt  in  the  reception  of  it,  fo  divine 
providence  has- firm  led-  upon  them  in  regard  of 
proper  means  in  order  to  it. — The  attempts  made 
for  a fchool  among  them  have  fucceeded,  and 
they  have  a fchool-majler , of  whom  I may  jufily 
fay,  I know  of  “ no  man  like-minded,  who  will 
naturally  care  for  their  fiate,”' 

He  has  generally  thirty  or  thirty-five  children 
in  his  fchool  : and  when  he  kept  an  evening  (as. 
he  did  in  the  long  evenings,  he  had  fifteen  or 
twenty  people,  married  and  fingle. 

The  children  learn  with  furprifing  readinefs; 
fo  that  their  inafler  tells  me,  he  never  had  an  En- 
gl lfh  fchool  that  learned,  in  general,  near  fo  fail. 
There  were  not  above  two  in  thirty,  although 
fome  of  them  were  very  final],  but  what  learned 
to  know  all  the  letters  in  the  alphabet  diffinfilly, 
within  three  days,  and  divers  in  that  fpace  learn- 
ed  to  fpell  confiderably  ; and  fome  of  them  fince 
the  beginning  of  February  laft  (at  which  time  the 
fchool  was  fet  up)  have  learned  fo  much,  that 

they 
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They  are  able  to  read  in  a Pf alter  or  Tejlament 
.without  fpelling. 

They  are  inflrufted  in  the  duty  of  fecret 
.prayer  ; and  ,moft  of  them  conftantly  attend  it 
might  and  morning,  and  are  very  careful  to  in- 
form their  matter  if  they  apprehend  any  of  their 
little  fchool- mates  neglebt  it,* 

Fourthly.  It  is  worthy  to  be  noted,  that  arnidfl: 
Jo  great  a work  of  conviction, — fo  much  concern 
and  religions  affedlion,  there  has  been  no  preva- 
lency, nor  indeed  any  confiderable  appearance  of 
Jralfe  religion,  or  heats  of  imagination,  intempe- 
rate zeal,  and  fpiritual  pride;  (which  corrupt 
mixtures  too  often  attend  the  revival  of  religion) 
,and  that  there  have  been  fo  very  few  inttances  of 
fcandalous  behaviour.  The  religions  concern 
that  perfons  have  been  under,  has  generally  been 
rational  and  arifing  bom  a fenj'e  of  their 

Tins,  and  the  divine  difpleafure  on  the  account  of 
them  ; as  well  as  their  utter  inability  to  deliver 
themfelves  front  the  rnifery  they  felt  and  feared. 
— And  it  is  remarkable,  although  the  concern  of 
'many  perfons  has  been  very  great  and  preffing, 
yet  I have  never  feen  any  thing  like  dcfpair 
attending  it  in  any  one  inttance  : whence  it  is 
apparent,  there  is  not  that  danger  of  perfons  be- 
ing driven. into  clefpair  under  fpiritual  trouble, 
(tinlefs  in  cafes  of  melancholy,)  that  the  world 
is  ready  to  imagine. 

The  comfort  perfons  have  obtained  after  their 
dittreffeSj  has  liEewife  in  general  appeared  To] i d , 

well- 
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Well-grouned,  and  fcriptural ; arifing  from  a fp(- 
ritual  and  fupernatural  illumination  of  mind, — a 
view  of  divine  things  as  they  are , a complacency 
of  foul  in  the  -divine  perfections, — and  a peculiar 
fatisfaftion  in  the  way  of  falvation , by  the  great 
Redeemer. 

* Their  joys  have  feemed  to  rife  from  a vari-  i 
ety  of  views  of  divine  things,  although  for  fub-  ^ 
fiance  the  fame. 

Some  have  at  firft  appeared  to  rejoice,  efpecial* 

]y  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  difcovered  in  the  way 
of  falvation  by  Chrilt ; it  then  appearing  to  them 
“ a new  way,”  a way  they  had  never  any  juft 
conception  of,  until  opened  to  them  by'  the  di- 
vine Spirit.  And  fome  of  them,  upon  a fpiritual 
view  of  this  way  of  falvation,  have  wondered  at 
their  paft  folly  in  feeking  falvation  other  ways, 
and  have  admired  that  they  never  faw  this  way 
of  falvation  before,  which  notv  appeared  fo  plain  i 
and  eafy. 

Others  have  had  a more  general  view  of  the 
excellency  of  Chrilt,  being  delighted  with  an  1 
apprehenfion  of  his  glory,  as  unfpeakably  ex- 
ceeding all  they  had  ever  conceived  before  : yet  I 
without  tingling  out  (as  it  were)  any  one  of  the 
divine  perfections  in  particular. 

* What  the  Indians  notions  ot  God  are,  in 
their  Pagan  Hate,  is  hard  to  determine.  I have 
taken  much  pains  to  enquire  ol  my  Chriftian 
people,  whether  they,  before  their  acquaintance  : 
with  Chriftianity,  imagined  there  was  a plurality 

of 
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«f  great  invifible  powers,  or  whether  they  fup- 
.pofed  but  one  fuch  being,  and  worfhipped  him 
in  a variety  of  fhapes  : but  cannot  learn  any 
thing  of  them  fo  diftindl  as  to  be  fully  fatisfving 
upon  the  point.  Their  notions  in  that  Hate 
were  fo  dark  and  confufed,  that  they  feem  not 
to  know  what  they  thought  themfelves.  But  fo 
•far  as  I can  learn,  they  had  a notion  of  a plura- 
lity of  invifible  duties , and  paid  fome  kind  of 
homage  to  them  promifcuoufly,  under  a great  va- 
riety of  fhapes.  And  it  is  certain  thofe  who  yet 
- remain  Pagans  pay  fome  kind  of  fuperflitious  re- 
verence to  bealls,  birds*,  fifties,  and  even  reptiles  ; 
that  is,  fome  to  one  kind  of  animal,  and  fome  to 
j another.  They  do  not  indeed  fuppofe  a divine 
power  ejfential  to  thefe  creatures,  but  that  fome 
invifible  beings  (I  cannot  learn  that  it  is  always 
one)  communicate  to  thefe  animals  a great  power, 
either  one  or  other  of  them,  (juft  as  it  happens) 
and  fo  make  thefe  creatures  the  immediate  au- 
thors of  good  to  certain  perfons.  Whence  fuch 
.a  creature  becomes  facred  to  the  perfons  to  whom 
he  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  immediate  author  of 
good,  and  through  him  they  muft  worship  the  in- 
vifible powers,  though  to  others  he  is  no  more 
than  another  creature.  And  perhaps  another  ani- 
1 mal  is  looked  upon  to  be  the  immediate  author 
of  good  to  another , and  confequently  he  muft; 
woifnip  the  invifible  powers  in  that  animal.  And 
I have  known  a Pagan  burn  fine  tobacco  for  in- 
•cenfc,  in  order  to  appeafe  the  anger  of  that  in- 
vifible 
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vifible  power  which  he  fuppofed  prefided  over 
rattle-fiihkes,  becaufe  one  of  thefe  animals  was 
killed  by  another  Indian  near  his  honfe. 

But  I find,  that  in  ancient  times,  before  the 
coming  of  the  white  people,  fome  fuppofed  there 
was  four  invifible  powers,  who  prefided  over  the 
four  corners  of  the  earth.  Others  imagined 
the  fun  to  be  the  only  deity,  and  that  all  things 
■were  made  by  him.:  others  had  a confuted  notion 
of  a certain  body  or  fountain  of  deity,  fomewhat 
like  the  anima  mundi , fo  frequently  mentioned 
by  the  learned  Heathens,  diffufing  itfelf  to  various 
animals,  and  even  to  inanimate  things,  making 
.them  the  immediate  authors  of  good  to  certain 
perfons.  But  after  the  coining  of  the  white  peo- 
ple they  feemed  to  fuppofe  there  were  three  dei- 
ties, and  three  only,  becaufe  they  faw  people  of 
three  different  kinds  of  complexion,  viz.  En- 
.glifh,  Negroes  and  thenafdves. 

It  is  a notion  generally  prevailing  among  them, 
that  it  was  not  the  fame  God  made  them,  who 
made  us ; but  that  they  were  made  after  the  whim 
people.  And  they  fuppofe  their  God  gamed 
fome  fpecial  (kill  by  feeing  the  white  people 
.made,  and  fo  made  them  better:  for  they  look 
upon  thcmfelves,  and  their  methods  of  living, 
(which  they  fav,  their  god  exprefsly  preferibed) 
as  valtly  preferable  to  the  while  people,  arid  their 
methods.  And  hence  they  will  fiequemK  fit 
and  laugh  at  them  as  being  good  for  nothing  but 
to  fatigue  themfelves,  with  hard  labour;  w..  e 
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they  enjoy  the  fadsfaflion  of  ftretching  them- 
felves  on  the  ground,  and  fleeping  as  much  as 
they  pleafe ; and  have  no  other  trouble  than 
now  and  then  to  chafe  the  deer.  Hence,  ma- 
ny of  them  look  upon  it  as  difgraceful  for  them 
to  become  Chriftians,  as  Chriftians  do  to  be- 
come a Pagan  : and  though  they  fuppofe  our 
religion  will  do  well  enough  for  us,  becaufe 
prefcribed  by  our  God,  yet  it  is  no  ways  proper 
for  them,  becaufe  not  of  the  fame  original. 

* They  feem  to  have  fome  confufed  notion  of 
a future  ftate,  and  many  of  them  imagine  that  the 
ckichang,  (i.  e.  the  fhadow,)  or  what  furvives  the 
body,  will  at  death  go  foietkward,  and  in  an  un- 
known but  curious  place,  will  enjoy  fome  kind 
of  happinefs,  fuch  as  hunting,  feafting,  dancing. 
And  what  they  fuppofe  will  contribute  much  to 
their  happinefs  in  that  hate  is,  that  thev  fbali 
never  be  weary  of  thofe  entertainments. 

Some  of  them  have  fome  faint  notion  of  re- 
wards and  punifhmenls,  or  at  leaf!  of  happinefs  and 
rnifery  in  a future  ftate ; others  feem  to  know  no 
fuch  thing.  Thofe  that  fuppofe  this,  imagine 
that  nioft  will  he  happy,  and  thofe  that  are  not  fo, 
will  be  punifhed  only  with  privation , being  ex- 
cluded the  walls  of  that  good  world  where  happy 
fouls  fhall  dwell. 

Thcfe  rewards  and  punifhments  they  fuppofe 
, to  depend  entirely  upon  their  behaviour  towards 
mankind,  and  not  to  have  any  reference  to  God, 
Vol.  XII.  N I once 
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I once  confulted  a very  ancient  Indian  upon  this 
point,  whether  the  Indians  of  old  times  had  iup- 
pofecl  there  was  any  thing  of  the  man  that  would 
furvive  the  body?  He  replied  yes.  I afked  him, 
further,  whether  it  would  be  happy  there  ? He 
anfwered,  after  fome  con fiderable  paufe,  that  the 
fouls  of  good  folks  v/ould  be  happy,  and  the  fouls 
of  bad  folks  miferable.  I then  alked  who  he 
called  bad folks  ? His  anfwer  was,  thofe  who  lie, 
fleal,  quarrel  with  their  neighbours,  are  unkind  to 
their  friends,  and  efpeciaily  to  aged  parents,  and 
in  a word  are  but  a plague  to  mankind.  Thefe 
were  his  bad  folks;  but  not  a word  was  faid  of 
their  neglefl  of  divino  worfhip,  and  their  bad- 
nefs  in  that  refpeft. 

They  have  indeed  fome  kind  of  worfhip,  are 
frequently  offering  facrifices  to  fome  invifible 
powers,  and  are  teady  to  impute  their  calami- 
ties in  the  prefent  world,  to  the  neglecl  of 
thefe  facrifices;  but  there  is  no  appearances 
of  reverence  and  devotion  in  the  homage  they 
pay  them  ; and  what  they  do  of  this  nature 
feems  to  he  done  only  to  appeafe  the  anger  of 
their  deities,  to  engage  them  to  do  them  no  hurt, 
or  at  moft  ottlv  to  invite  thefe  powers  to  fucceed 
them  in  thofe  enterprifes  they  are  engaged  in. 
So  that  in  offering  thefe  facrifices,  they  Teem  to 
have  no  reference  to  ai  future  {fate.  And  they 
imagine,  that  thofe  thev  call  bad  folks,  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  company  of  good  people  in 
that  flate,  not  fo  much  becaufe  God  is  detei  mined 
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to  punifii  them  for  their  fins  of  any  hind,  as  be- 
caufe  they  would  render  others  unhappy  if  ad- 
mitted to  dwell  with  them.  So  that  thev  are  ex- 
cluded rather  of  necejfity,  than  by  God  afting  as 
a righteous  judge. 

They  give  much  heed  to  dreams , becaufe  they 
fuppofe  the  in vifible  powers  give  them  directi- 
ons therein.  They  are  iikewife  much  attached 
to  the  traditions  of  their  fathers,  who  have  in- 
informed  them  of  divers  miracles  anciently 
wrought.  * They  alfo  mention  feme  wonderful 
things  which,  they  fay,  have  happened  fince  the 
memory  of  feme  who  are  now  living.  One  af- 
firmed to  me,  that  himfelf  had  once  been  dead 
four  days,  that  molt  of  his  friends  were  gathered 
together  to  his  funeral,  and  that  he  fhould  nave 
been  buried,  but  that  fome  of  his  relations  were 
mot  arrived,  before  whofe  coming  he  came  to 
life  again.  In  this  time,  lie  fays,  he  went  to  the 
place  where  the  fun  rids,  (imagining  the  earth 
to  be  plain, J and  direftly  over  that  place,  at 
a great  height  in  the  air,  he  was  admitted,  he 
fays,  into  a great  houfe,  which  he  fuppofes  was 
fevera!  miles  in  length,  ana  faw  many  wonderful 
things. 

What  increafes  their  averfion  to  Cirri  ft  ianity  is 
the  influence  their  powzvczvs  have  upon  them. 
There  are  fuppoled  to  have  a power  of 'foretelling 
future  events , of  recovering  thcfick , and  of  charm- 
ingperfns  to  death.  Probably  a fatanical  imita- 
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tion  of  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  that  the  church  in. 
early  ages  poffeffed. 

I have  laboured  to  gain  fome  acquaintance 
with  this  affair,  and  have  for  that  end  confulted 
the  man  mentioned  in  my  journal  of  May  9,  who, 
fince  his  converfion  to  Chi  iflianity,  has  endea- 
voured to  give  me  the  beft  intelligence  he  could 
of  this  matter.  But  it  feems  to  be  fuch  a myjlery 
of  iniquity,  that  I cannot  well  underhand  it;  and, 
fo  far  as  I can  learn,  he  himfelf  has  not  any  clear 
notions  of  the  thing,  now  his  fpirit  of  divination 
is  gone  from  him.  However  the  manner  in  which 
he  fays  he  obtained  this  fpirit  was,  * he  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  prefence  of  a great  man,  who  in- 
formed him,  that  he  loved,  pitied,  and  defired 
to  do  him  good.  It  was  not  in  this  world  that  he 
law  the  great  man,  but  in  a world  above  at  a vafl 
diftance  from  this.  The  great  man,  he  fays,  was 
cloathed  with  the  day ; yea,  with  the  brighteft 
day  he  ever  faw  ; a day  of  many  years,  yea,  of 
everlafting  countenance  ! This  whole  world,  he 
lays,  was  drawn  upon  him,  fo  that  in  him,  the 
earth,  and  all  things  in  it,  might  be  feen.  I 
afked  him,  if  rocks,  mountains,  and  feas  tvas 
drawn  upon,  or  appeared  in  lnm?  He  replied, 
that  every  thing  that  was  beautiiul  and  lovely 
in  the  earth  was  upon  him,  and  might  be  feen 
by  looking  on  him,  as  well  as  it  one  was  on  the 
earth  to  take  a view  of  them  there.  Bv  the  fide 
of  the  gre.  t man,  he  fa  vs,  food  his  lhadow  or 
fpirit.  This  fhadow,  he  fays,  was  as  lovely,  as 
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llie  man  himfelf,  and  filled  all  places,  and  was 
mod  aoreeable  as  well  as  wonderful -to  him. — 

O 

Here  he  fays,  he  tarried  fome  time,  and  was 
unfpeakably  delighted  with  a view  of  the  great 
man,  of  his  fhadow  or  fpirit,  and  of  all  things  in 
him.  And  what  is  mod  of  all  aflonifhing,  he 
imagines  all  this  to  have  palled  before  he  was 
born.  He  never  had  been,  he  fays,  in  this 
world  at  that  lime.  And  what  confirms  him  in 
the  belief  of  this,  is,  that  the  great  man  told 
him,  that  he  mud  come  down  to  earth,  be  born 
of fuck  a svoman,  meet  with  fuch  and  Juch  things, 
and  in  particular,  that  he  fhould  once  in  his  life 
be  guilty  of  murder.  At  this  he  was  difpleafed, 
and  told  the  great  man,  he  would  never  murder. 
But  the  great  man  replied,  “ I have  faid  it,  and 
it  fhall  be  fo.”  Which  has  accordingly  happen- 
ed. At  this  time,  he  fays,  the  great  man  alked 
him  what  he  would  chufe  in  life.  He  replied, 
fird  to  be  a hunter , and  afterwards  to  be  z pozn- 
zvczv  ox  diviner.  Whereupon  the  great  man  told 
him,  he  fhould  have  what  he  defined,  and  that 
his  Jhadozo  fhould  go  along  with  him  down  to 
earth,  and  be  with  him  for  ever.  There  was, 
he  fays,  all  this  time  no  words  fpoken  between 
them.  The  conference  was  not  carried  on  bv 
any  human  language,  but  they  had  a kind  of 
mental  intelligence  of  each  other’s  thoughts. 
After  this,  he  fays,  he  faw  the  great  man  no 
more;  but  fuppofes  he  came  down  to  earth  to  be 
born,  but  the  fpirit  or  lhadow  of  the  great  man 
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ihll  attended  him,  and  ever  after  continued  to 
appear  to  him  in  dreams  and  other  ways,  until  he 
felt  the  power  of  God  s word  upon  his  heart;, 
fince  which  it  has  entirely  left  him. 

* This  fpirit,  he  fays,  ufed  to  direcl  him  in 
dreams  to  go  to  fuch  a place  and  hunt,  alluring, 
him  he  fhould  meet  with  fuccefs,  which  accord- 
ingly proved  fo.  And  when  he  had  been  there 
fome  time,  the  fpirit  would  order  him  to  another 
place.  So  that  he  had  fuccefs  in  hunting,  ac- 
cording to  the  great  man’s  promife. 

* There  were  fome  times  when  this  fpirit  came 
upon  him  in  a fpecial  manner,  and  he  was  full 
ol  what  he  faw  in  the  great  man.  And  then,  he 
fays,  he  was  all  light,  and  not  only  light  himfelfr 
but  it  was  light  all  around  him , fo  that  he  could 
fee  through  men,  and  knew  the  thoughts  of  their 
hearts.  Thefe  depths  of  Satan  I leave  to  others 
to  fathom,  and  cannot  guefs  what  conceptions  of 
things  thefe  creatures  have  at  the  times  when  they 
call  themfelves  all  light.  But  my  interpreter  tells 
me,  that  he  heard  one  of  them  tell  a certain  In- 
dian the  fecret  thoughts  of  his  heart.  The  cafe 
was  this  ; the  Indian  was  bitten  with  a fnake, 
and  was  in  extreme  pain.  Whereupon  the 
diviner  (who  was  applied  to)  told  him,  that  at 

fuch  a time  he  had  promifed,  the  next  deer  he 
killed  he  would  facrifice  it  to  fome  great  power, 
but  had  broken  his  promife.  And  now,  faid  he, 
that  great  power  has  ordered  this  fnake  to  bite 
you  for  your  neglefl.  The  Indian  ccnfeffed  it 
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was  fo,  but  faicl  he  had  never  told  any  body  of  it. 
But  as  Satan,  no  doubt,  excited  the  Indian  to 
make  that  promife,  it  was  no  wonder  he  fhould 
be  able  to  communicate  the  matter  to  the  con- 
jurer. 

[On  Friday  and  Saturday,  he  was  very  much 
amifs;  but  yet  preached  to  his  people  on  Satur- 
day. His  illnefs  continued  on  the  fabbath  ; but 
he  preached  notwithftanding,  both  parts  of  the 
day;  and  after  the  public  worfhip,  endeavoured 
to  apply  divine  truths  to  the  confciences  of  fome, 
addreffing  them  perfonally  : feveral  were  in  tears, 
and  fome  appeared  much  affeCted.  But  he  was 
extremely  wearied  with  the  fervice,  and  was  fo 
ill  at  night,  that  he  could  have  no  red  ; but  re- 
marks, that  “ God  was  his  fupport.”  On  Mon- 
day, he  continued  very  ill;  but  calm  and  com- 
pofed,  refigned  to  the  divine  difpenfations.] 
Lord’s-day,  June  29.  I preached  both  parts 
of  the  day.  Gcd  was  pleafed  to  afford  me  both 
freedom  and  power ; in  both  exercifes.  God’s 
people  were  refrefhed  and  melted  with  divine 
things ; one  or  two  comforted,  who  had  been 
long  under  diflrefs  ; convictions,  in  divers  in- 
Itances,  powerfully  revived ; and  one  man  in 
years  much  awakened,  who  had  not  long  fre- 
quented our  meeting,  and  appeared  before  as 
flupid  as  a flock.  God  amazingly  renewed  my 
flrengih.  I was  fo  fpent  at  noon,  that  I could 
fcarce  walk,  and  all  my  joints  trembled;  fo  that 
I could  not  fit,  nor  fo  much  as  hold  my  hand 
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ftill : and  yet  God  firengthened  me  to  preach 
'with  power  in  the  afternoon.  I fpent  fome  time 
afterwards  in  converfing  particularly,  with  feveral 
perfons.  I prayed  afterwards  with  a fick  child, 
and  gave  a word  of  exhortation,  and  returned 
home  with  more  health  than  I went  out;  al- 
though my  linen  was  wringing  wet  upon  me, 
from  a little  after  ten  in  the  morning,  till  paft  five 
in  the  afternoon.  My  fpirits  alfo  were  confider- 
ably  refrefhed  ; and  my  foul  rejoiced  in  hope, 
that  I had  through  grace  done  fomething  for 
God.  In  the  evening  I walked  out,  and  enjoy- 
ed a fweet  feafon  in  fecret  praver  and  praife.  Oh, 
for  fpirituality  and  holy  fervency,  that  I might 
fpend  and  be fpent  for  God  to  my  Iatefl  moment! 

[On  Wednefday  he  went  to  Newark,  to  a 
meeting  of  the  Prefbytery.  The  remaining  part 
of  the  week  he  fpent  there,  and  at  Elifabeth- 
Town.] 

* Monday,  July  7.  My  fpirits  were  confi- 
derably  refrefhed.  There  is  no  comfort,  I find, 
in  any  enjoyment,  without  enjoying  God,  and 
being  engaged  in  his  fervice.  In  the  evening  I 
had  the  mod  agreeable  converfation  that  ever  I 
remember  in  all  my  life,  upon  God’s  being  all  in 
all,  and  all  enjoyments  being  juft  that  to  us  which 
God  makes  them,  and  no  more.  It  is  good  to 
begin  and  end  with  God. 

Saturday,  July  12.  This  day  was  fpent  in 
faffing  and  prayer  by  my  congregation,  as  prepa- 
ratory to  the  facrament,  I difcourfed,  both  parts 
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of  the  day.  God  gave  me  affiftance  in  my  dif- 
courfes,  and  divine  power  attended  the  word  ; fo 
that  this  was  an  agreeable  feafon.  Afterwards  I 
led  them  to  afolemn  renewal  of  their  covenant, 
and  frelh  dedication  ofthemfelves  to  God.  This 
was  a feafon  both  of  folemnity  and  fweetnefs,  and 
God  was  in  the  midft  of  us. 

Lord’s-day,  July  13.  I adminiflered  the  fa- 
crament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper  to  thirty-one  per- 
fons  of  the  Indians.  God  feemed  to  be  prefent 
in  this  ordinance  ; the  communicants  were  fweet- 
ly  refrefhed.  Oh,  how  they  melted,  even  when 
the  elements  were  firft  uncovered  ! There  was 
fcarcely  a dry  eye  among  them,  when  I took  off 
the  linen,  and  (hewed  them  the  fymbols  of 
Chrifl’s  broken  body. — Having  relied  a little,  after 
the  adminiftration  of  the  facrament,  I vilited  the 
communicants,  and  found  them  generally  in  a 
fweet  loving  frame.  In  the  afternoon  I difcourf- 
ed  upon  coming  to  Chrijl.  This  wTas  likewife  a fea-  . 
fon  of  much  tendernefs.  I returned  home  much 
fpent,  yet  rejoicing  in  the  goodnefs  of  God. 

Monday,  July  14,  I difcourfed  from  Pfal. 
cxix.  106.  “ I have  fworn,  and  I will  perform 

it,”  &c.  There  appeared  to  be  a powerful  in- 
fluence  on  the  affembly,  and  confiderable  melting 
under  the  word.  Afterwards,  I led  them  to  a re~  . 
newal  of  their  covenant  before  God,  (that  they 
would  watch  over  themfelves  and  one.another,. 
led  they  fhould  fall  into  fin,  and  didionour  the 
name  of  Chrift,]  juft  as  I did  on  Monday,  Aprild 
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28.  This  tranfadlio.u  was  attended  with  great  fo- 
lemnity  : and  God  owned  it  by  exciting  in  them 
a fear  and  jealoufy  of  themfelves,  left  they  {hould 
lin  againft  God. 

[The  next  day,  he  fet  out  on  a journey  towards 
Philadelphia ; from  whence  he  did  not  return  till 
Saturday.  He  {pent  the  week  under  great  illnefs 
of  body  and  dejection  of  mind.j 

Monday,  July  21.  I preached  to  the  Indians, 
chiefly  for  the  fake  of  fome  Grangers.  I then 
propofed  my  defign  of  taking  a journey  to  Suf- 
quahannah  : exhorted  my  people  to  pray  for  me, 
and  c'nofe  divers  perfons  of  the  congregation  to 
travel  with  me. 

Monday,  July  28.  I was  very  weak,  but  I 
enjoyed  fweetnefs  and  comfort  in  prayer ; and  was 
compofed  and  comfortable  through  the  day  : my 
mind  was  intenfe,  and  my  heart  fervent  in  fecret 
duties ; and  I longed  to  fpend  and  be  /pent for 
God. 

Tuefday,  July  29.  My  mind  was  chearful, 
and  free  from  thofe  melancholy  damps,  that  I am 
often  exercifed  with.  In  the  evening  I enjoyed 
a comfortable  feafon  in  fecret  prayer,  was  help- 
ed to  plead  with  God  for  my  own  dear  people  : 
and  for  the  divine  prefence  to  attend  me  in  my 
intended  journey  to  Sufquahannah. 

Wednefday,  July  30.  I was  uncommonly 
rafy,  both  in  body  and  mind  : my  mind  was  fo- 
3smn,  and  God  feemed  to  be  near  me  : fo  that 
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'the  day  was  as  comfortable  as  mod  I have  enjoy- 
ed for  fome  time. 

* Friday,  Auguft  1.  In  the  evening  I enjoy- 
ed a fweet  feafon  in  fecret  prayer ; clouds  and 
perplexing  cares  were  fweetly  fcattered.  Oh, 
how  ferene  was  my  mind  ! How  free  from  that 
diftrafting  concern  I have  often  felt!”  “ Thy 
will  be  done,”  was  a petition  fweet  to  my  foul  : 
and  if  God  had  bidden  me  chufe  for  myfelf  in 
any  affair,  I fhould  have  chofen  rather  to  have 
referred  the  choice  to  him  ; for  I faw  he  w'as 
infinitely  wife,  and  could  not  do  any  thing  amifs, 
as  I was  in  danger  of  doing. 

Saturday,  Auguft  2.  I preached  from  Matth. 
xi.  19.  and  the  prefence  of  God  feemed  to  be  re- 
markably in  the  affembly.  Bleffed  be  God  for 
fuch  a revival  amonv  us.  In  the  evening:  I was 
very  weary,  but  found  my  fpirits  fupported  and . 
refrelhed. 

Friday,  Auguft  5.  I preached  at  the  funeral 
of  one  my  Chriftians,  was  oppreffed  with  the 
head-ach,  and  confiderably  dejebted  : however, 

I had  a little  freedom.  I was  extremely  weary 
in  the  evening ; but  notwithftanding  enjoyed 
fome  liberty  in  prayer,  and  found  the  dejedlion 
that  I feared,  much  removed,  and  my  fpirits  corn- 
fiderably  refrefhed. 

Thurfday,  Auguft  7.  I rode  to  my  houfe, 
where  I fpent  the  laft  winter,  in  order  to  bring 
fome  things  I needed  for  my  Sufquahannah  jour- 
ney : I was  refrefhed  to  fee  that  place,  which 
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God  To  marvelloufly  vifited  with  the  fhowers  of 
his  grace.  How  amazingly  did  the  powers  of 
God appear  there!  “ Blefs  the  Lord,  O my  foul.” 

Saturday,  Augull  9.  In  the  afternoon,  I vi- 
fited my  people,  and  contrived  for  the  manage- 
ment of  their  worldly  bufinefs : difcourfed  to 
them  in  a folemn  manner,  and  concluded  with 
prayer.  I was  compofed  in  the  evening,  and 
fervent  in  fecret  prayer:  had  a view  of  the  eter- 
nal world,  and  much  ferenity  of  mind.  Oh  that 
I could  magnify  the  Lord  for  any  freedom  he 
affords  me  in  prayer  ! 

Monday,  Augull;  11..  Being  about  to  fet  out 
for  Sufquahannah  the  next  day,  I fpent  fome  time 
this  day  in  prayer  wdth  my  people,  that  God 
would  blefs  and  fucceed  my  journey  ; and  fet  up 
his  kingdom  among  the  poor  Indians  in  the  wil- 
derness. While  I was  opening  and  applying  part 
of  the  cxth  Pfalm,  the  power  of  God  defcended 
on  the  affembly  ; numbers  were  melted,  and  I 
found  affefiionate  enlargement  of  foul.  God 
helped  me,  and  my  interpreter  alfo  : there  was  a 
fhaking  and  melting  among  us ; and  divers,  I 
doubt  not,  were  in  fome  meafure  “ filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft efpecially  while  I infilled  up- 
on the  promife  of  all  nations  blefrng  the  great 
Redeemer : my  foul  was  refrelhed  to  think,  that 
this  glorious  feafon  ih.ould  furely  come ; and 
numbers  of  my  dear  people  were  alfo  refrelhed. 
Afterwards  I prayed;  and  had  fome  freedom,  but 
was  almoft  fpent : then  I walked  out,  and  left 
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my  people  to  carry  on  religious  exercifes  among 
themfelves : they  prayed  repeatedly,  and  fung, 
while  I relied.  Afterwards  I went  to  the  meet- 
ing, prayed  with,  and  difmifled  the  affembly. 
Bleffed  be  God,  this  has  been  a day  of  grace. 

fThe  next  day  he  fet  out  on  his  journey  to- 
wards Sufquahannah,  and  fix  of  his  Ghrillian 
Indians  with  him.  He  took  his  way  through 
Philadelphia,  intending  to  go  to  Sufquahannah- 
river,  far  down,  where  it  is  fettled  by  the  white 
people,  below  the  country  inhabited  by  the  In- 
dians ; and  fo  travel  up  the  river  to  the  Indian 
habitations : for  although  this  was  much  farther 
about,  yet  hereby  he  avoided  the  huge  mountains 
and  hideous  wildernefs.  He  rode  this  week  as 
far  as  Charleftown,  a place  of  that  name  about 
thirty  miles  weltward  of  Philadelphia;  where  he 
arrived  on  Friday;  and  in  his  way  hither,  was 
for  the  moll  part  in  a comfortable  hate  of  mind.] 
Saturday,  Auguft  1.6.  [At  Charlehown.J  It 
being  a day  kept  by  the  people,  as  preparatory 
to  the  Lord’s  fupper,  I tarried,  heard  Mr.  Treat 
preach  ; and  then  preached  myfelf.  God. helped 
me  to  difeourfe  with  warmth,  and  application,  to 
the  confcience.  Afterwards  I was  refrelhed  in 
fpirit,  though  much  tired;  and  fpent  the  evening 
agreeably  in  prayer,  and  Chrihian  converfation. 

Monday,  Augult  18.  I rode  on  my  way  to- 
wards Paxton,, upon  Sufquahannah-river,  but  felt 
my  fpirits  fink,  towards  night. 

Tuefdav. 


Tuefday,  Auguft  19.  I rode  forward  (inl- 
and at  night  lodged  by  the  fide  of  Sufquahannah. 

Wednefday,  Auguft  20.  Having  lain  in  a 
cold  fweat  all  night,  I coughed  much  blood  this 
morning  ; but  I had  a fecret  hope  that  I might 
fpeedily  get  a difmiflion  from  earth,  and  all  its 
borrows.  I rode  this  day  to  one  Chambers’s,  up- 
on Sufquahannah,  and  there  lodged,  but  was 
much  afflifted,  in  the  evening,  with  an  ungodly 
crew,  drinking  and  fwearing.  Oh,  what  a hell 
would  it  be,  to  be  numbered  with  the  ungodly  ! 

Thurfday,  Auguft  21.  I rode  up  the  river 
about  fifteen  miles,  and  there  lodged,  in  a family 
that  appeared  quite  deftitute  of  God.  I labour- 
ed to  difcourfe  with  the  man  about  the  life  of  re- 
ligion, but  found  him  very  artful  in  evading  it. 
Oh,  what  a death  it  is  to  fome,  to  hear  of  the 
things  oj  God ! 

Friday,  Auguft  22.  I continued  my  courfe 
up  the  river:  my  people  now  being  with  me, 
who  before  were  parted  from  me  ; travelled  above 
ail  the  Englifh  fettlements;  at  night,  lodged  in 
the  open  woods,  and  fiept  with  more  comfort, 
than  while  among  an  ungodly  company  of  white: 

Lord’s-day,  Auguft  24.  Towards- noon  I vr- 
fited  fome  of  the  Delawares,  and  difcourfed  with 
them  about  Chriftianity,  In  the  afternoon  I dif- 
courfed to  the  King,  and  others,  upon  divine 
things,  who  feemed  difpofed  to  hear.  I fpent 
inoft  of  the.day  in  thefe  exercifes.  In  the  even- 
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ing  I enjoyed  fome  comfort : efpecially  in  Jecret 
■prayer : fo  that  I loved  to  walk  abroad  and  re- 
peatedly engage  in  it. 

Monday,  Auguft  25.  I fent  out  my  people 
to  talk  with  the  Indians,  and  contract  a familiari- 
ty with  them.  Some  good  feemed  to  be  done  by 
their  vifit  this  day,  and  divers  appeared  willing  to 
hearken  to  Chriftianity. 

Tuefday,  Auguft  26.  About  noon  I difcourf- 
ed  to  a confiderable  number  of  Indians  : I was 
enabled  to  fpeak  with  much  plainnefs,  warmth, 
and  power.  The  difcourfe  had  irapreftion  upon 
fome,  and  made  them  appear  very  ferious. 

Wednefday,  Auguft  27.  There  having  been 
a thick  fmoak,  in  the  houfe  where  I lodged,  I 
was  this  morning  diflrefled  with  pains  in  my  head 
and  neck.  In  the  morning  the  fmoak  was  ftill 
the  fame:  and  a cold  eafterly  ftorm  gathering, 
I could  neither  live  within  doors  nor  without 
long  together ; I was  pierced  with  the  rawnefs 
of  the  air  abroad,  in  the  houfe  diftrefted  with: 
the  fmoak.  I this  day  lived  in  great  diftrefs,. 
and  had  not  health  enough  to  do  any  thing  to 
purpofe. 

Thurfday,  Auguft  28.  I was  viftted  by  fome 
who  deftred  to  hear  me  preach  : and  difcourfed 
to  them  in  the  afternoon,  with  fome  fervency, 
and  laboured  to  perfuade  them  to  turn  to  Gcdr 
* I fcarce  ever  faw  more  clearly,  that  it  is  God’s 
work  to  convert  fouls,  I knew  I could  not  touch 
them,  I, faw  I could  only  fpeak  to  dry  bones , but 

could' 
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could  give  them  nofenfe  of  what  I faid.  My 
eyes  were  up  to  God  for  help  : I could  fay,  the 
work  was  his. 

Friday,  Auguft  29.  I travelled  to  the  Dela- 
wares, found  few  at  home : felt  poorly,  but  was 
able  to  fpend  fome  time  alone  in  reading  God  s 
word  and  in  prayer. 

Lord’s-day,  Auguft  31.  I fpake  the  word  of 
God,  to  fome  few  of  the  Sufquahannah  Indians. 
In  the  afternoon,  I felt  very  weak  and  feeble. 
Oh,  how  heavy  is  my  work,  whan  f aith  cannot 
take  hold  of  an  almighty  arm,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  it ! 

Monday,  September  1.  I fet  out  on  a jour- 
ney towards  a place  called  Tht great  ijland,  about 
fifty  miles  diftantfrom  Shaumoking,  in  the  north 
weftern  branch  of  Sufquahannah.  At  night  I 
lodged  in  the  woods.  I was  exceeding  feeble, 
this  dav,  and  fweat  much  the  night  following. 

Tuefday,  September  2.  I rode  forward ; but 
no  fafter  than  my  people  went  on  foot.  I was 
fo  feeble  and  faint,  that  I feared  it  would  kill  me 
to  lie  out  in  the  open  air  ; and  fome  of  our  com- 
pany being  parted  from  us,  fo  that  we  had  now 
no  axe  with  us,  I had  no  way  but  to  climb  into 
a young  pine  tree,  and  with  my  knife,  to  lop  the 
branches,  and  fo  made  a fhelter  from  the  dew. 

I fweat  much  in  the  night,  fo  that  my  linen  was 
almoft  wringing  wet  all  night.  I fcarce  ever  was 
more  weak  and  weary  than  this  evening. 

Wednefdatj 
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Wednefday,  September  3.  I rode  to  Dela- 
ware town  ; and  found  divers  drinking  and  drunk- 
• • 0 
en.  I difcourfed  with  fome  of  the  Indians  about 

Chriftianity  ; obferved  my  interpreter  much  en- 
gaged in  his  work  ; fome  few  perfons  feemed  to 
hear  with  great  earneftnefs.  About  noon  I rode 
to  a fmall  town  of  Shawwannoes,  about  eight 
miles  diftant;  fpent  an  hour  or  two  there,  and 
returned  to  the  Delaware  town.  Oh  what  a 
a dead,  barren,  unprofitable  wretch  did  I now  fee 
myfelf  to  be  ! My  fpirits  were  fo  low,  and  my 
bodily  ftrength  fo  wafted,  that  I could  do  nothing 
at  all.  At  length  being  much  overdone  I lay 
down  on  a bujj alo-Jkin ; but  fweat  much  the  whole 
night. 

Thurfday,  September  4.  I difcourfed  with  the 
Indians  about  Chriftianity  ; my  interpreter , af- 
terwards, carrying  on  the  difcourfe  to  a conlider- 
able  length  : fome  few  appeared  well  difpofed, 
and  fomewhat  affefted.  I left  this  place,  and  re- 
turned to  Shaumoking  ; and  at  night  lodged  in  the 
place  where  I lodged  the  Monday  night  before : 
but  my  people  being  belated  did  not  come  to  me 
till  paft  ten  at  night ; fo  that  I had  no  fire  to  drefs 
any  vifluals,  or  to  keep  me  warm  ; and  I was 
farce  ever  more  weak  and  worn  out  in  my  life. 

Friday,  September  5.  I was  fo  weak,  that  I 
could  fcarcely  ride  : it  feemed  fometimes  as  if  I 
mull  fall  off  from  my  horfe  : however,  I got  to 
Shaumoking  towards  night,  and  felt  thankfulnefs, 
that  God  had  fo  far  returned  me. 


Friday 
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Saturday,  September  6.  I fpent  the  day  in  z I 
very  weak  date;  coughing  and  fpitting  blood,  | 
and  having  little  appetite  to  any  food  I had  with 
me  : I was  able  to  do  very  little,  except  difcourfe 
awhile  of  divine  things  to  my  own  people,  and 
to  fome  few  I met  with. 

Monday,  September  8.  I fpent  the  forenoon  j 
among  the  Indians  ; in  the  afternoon,  left  Shau-  j 
moking,  and  returned  down  the  river  a few  miles,  j 
I had  propofed  to  have  tarried  a confiderable  I 
time  longer  among  the  Indians  upon  Sufquahan- 
nah  ; but' was  hindered  by  the  weakly  circum-  •! 
dances  of  my  own  people,  and  efpecially  my  tj 
own  extraordinary  weaknefs,  having  been  exer- 
ctfed  with  great  nofturnal  fweats,  and  a cough- 
ing up  of  blood,  in  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
journey.  I was  a great  part  of  the  time  fo  feeble 
and  faint,  that  it  feemed  as  though  I never  fhould 
be  able  to  reach  home  ; and  at  the  fame  time  def- 
titute  of  the  comforts.'yea  the  neceffaries  of  life; 
at  lead  what  was  necefTary  for  one  in  fo  weak  a 
date.  In  this  journey  I fometimes  was  enabled  i 
to  fpeak  the  word  of  God  with  power,  and  di- 
vine truths  made  fome  imprelfion  on  divers  that 
heard  me  ; fo  that  feveral,  both  men  and  women, 
old  and  young,  feemed  to  cleave  to  us,  and  be 
well  difpofed  towards  Chridianity  ; but  others 
mocked  and  fhouted,  which  damped  thofe  who 
before  feemed  friendly.  Yet  God  at  times,  was 
evidently  prefent,  afiiding  me,  my  interpreter,  and 
ether  dear  friends  who  were  with  me  in  prayer 

for 
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for  the  ingathering  of  fouls  there  ; and  I could 
not  but  entertain  a ftrong  hope,  that  the  journey 
would  not  be  wholly  fruitlefs. 

Tuefday,  September  p.  I rode  down  the  river, 
near  thirty  miles,  was  extreme  weak,  much  fa- 
tigued, and  wet  with  a thunder  ftorm.  I dif- 
courfed  with  fome  warmth  and  clofenefs  to  fome 
poor  ignorant  fouls,  on  the  life  and  power  of  re- 
ligion. They  Teemed  much  aftonilhed,  when 
they  faw  my  Indians  afk  a bleffing,  and  give 
thanks  at  dinner  : concluding  that  a very  high  evi- 
dence of  grace  in  them  ; but  were  more  aftonifh- 
ed,  when  I infilled  that  neither  that,  nor  yet  fe- 
cret  prayer,  was  any  fure  evidence  of  grace* 
Oh  the  ignorance  of  the  world  ! How  are  fome 
empty  outward  forms,  miftaken  for  true  religion. 

Wednefday,  September  10.  I rode  near  twen- 
ty miles  homeward  ; and  was  much  folicited  to 
preach,  but  was  utterly  unable.  I was  extremely 
over  done  with  the  heat  and  fhowers,  and  coughed 
up  confiderable  quantities  of  blood. 

Thurfday,  September  11.  I rode  homeward  : 
but  was  very  weak,  and  fometimes  fcarce  able  to 
ride,  I had  a very  importunate  invitation  to  preach 
at  a meeting  houfe  I came  by,  but  could  not  by 
reafon  of  weakrtefs.  I was  refigned  under  my 
weaknefs ; but  was  much  exercifed  for  my  com* 
panions  in  travel,  whom  I had  left  with  much 
regret,  fome  lame,  and  fome  fick. 

Friday,  September  12. 1 rode  about  fifty  miles ; 
and  came  juft  at  night  to  a Chriftian  friend’s  houfe, 

about 
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about  twenty-five  miles  weftward  of  Philadelphia,  i 
I was  kindly  entertained,  and  found  myfelf  much 
refrefhed  in  the  midft  of  my  weaknefs  and  fa-  > 
tigues. 

Lord  s-day,  September  14.  I preached  both  i 
parts  of  the  day  (but  fhort)  from  Luke  xiv.  23.  r 
God  gave  me  freedom  and  warmth  in  my  dif- 
courfe  ; and  helped  me  to  labour  in  finglenefs 
of  heart.  I was  much  tired  in  the  evening,  but 
was  comforted  with  the  moff  tender  treatment 
I ever  met  with  in  my  life.  My  mind  through 
the  whole  of  this  day,  was  exceeding  calm;  and 
I could  afk  for  nothing  but  that  “ the  will  of  God 
might  be  done.” 

Wednefday,  September  17.  I rode  into  Phila- 
delphia, but  was  very  weak,  and  mv  cough  and 
my  fpitting  of  blood  continued. 

Saturday,  September  20.  1 arrived  among 

my  own  people:  found  them  praying  together: 
went  in,  and  gave  them  fome  account  of  God’s 
dealings  with  me  and  my  companions  in  the  jour- 
ney. I then  prayed  with  them,  and  the  divine 
prefence  was  among  us  ; divers  were  melted  into 
tears.  Being  very  weak,  I was  obliged  foon  to 
repair  to  my  lodgings.  Thus  God  has  carried  me 
through  the  fatigues  and  perils  of  another  jour- 
ney to  Sufquahannah,  and  returned  me  again  in  . 
fafety,  though  under  a great  degree  of  bodily  in-  i 
difpofition.  Many  hardfhips  and  diftrefTes  I en-  1 
dnred  in  this  journey  : but  the  Lord  fupported 
me  under  them  all* 


PART 
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PART.  VIII. 


After  his  return  fromhis  lafl  journey  to  Siifquahan - 
nah.  until  his  death 


[TT  ITHERTO  Mr.  Brainerd  had  kept  a con- 
llant  diary,  giving  an  account  of  what 

I palled  from  day  to  day  : but  henceforward  his  dia- 
ry is  much  interrupted  by  his  ilinefs;  under  which 
he  was  often  brought  fo  Iqw,  as  not  to  be  able  to 
recoledt  in  the  evening,  what  had  paffed  in  the 
day,  and  fet  down  an  orderly  account  of  it  in 
writing.  However  he  took  fome  notice  of  the 
mod  material  things  concerning  himfelf,  hill  with- 
in a few  days  of  his  death.] 

*Lord’s-day,  September  21,  1746.  I was  fo 
weak  I could  not  preach,  nor  ride  over  to  my 
people  in  the  forenoon.  In  the  afternoon  I rode 
out ; fat  in  my  chair,  and  difeourfed  to  my  people 
from  Rom.  xiv.  7,  8.  I was  ftrenghened  in  my 
difeourfe ; and  there  appeared  fomeihing  agree- 
able in  the  affembly.  I returned  to  my  lodgings 
extremely  tired  ; but  thankful,  that  I had  been 
enabled  to  fpeak  a word  to  my  poor  people.  I 
was  able  to  deep  little,  through  wearinefs  and 
pain.  Oh,  how  bleiTed  fhould  I be,  if  the  little 
I do,  were  all  done  with  right  views  ! 

Saturday,  September  27.  I fpent  this  as  the 
week  pall,  under  a great  degree  of  bodily  weak- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  exercifed  with  a violent  cough,  and  a con-  1 
fiderable  fever ; had  no  appetite  to  any  kind  of 
food  ; and  frequently  brought  up  what  I ate,  as 
foon  as  it  was  down  : I was  able,  however,  to 
ride  over  to  my  people,  about  two  miles,  every  -j 
day,  and  take  fome  care  of  thofe  who  were  then  i 
at  work  upon  a final!  houfe  for  me  to  refide  in 
amongfl:  the  Indianst.  I was  fometimes  fcarce 
able  to  walk,  and  never  able  to  fit  up  the  whole 
clay.  Yet  I was  calm  and  compofed,  and  but 
little  exercifed  with  melancholy,  as  in  former 
feafons.  It  was  many  times  a comfort  to  me, 
that  life  and  death  did  not  depend  upon  my  choice. 

I was  pleafed  to  think,  that  he  who  is  infinitely 
wife,  had  the  determination  of  this  matter;  and 
that  I had  no  trouble,  to  confider  and  weigh 
things  upon  all  hides,  in  order  to  make  the  choice, 
whether  I would  live  or  die.  I could  with  great 
compofure  look  death  in  the  face,  and  frequently 
with  fenfible  joy.  Oh,  how  blefTed  it  is,  to  be  j 
habitually  prepared  for  death!  The  Lord  grant, 
that  I may  be  aRually  ready  alfo! 

Lord’s  day,  September  28.  I rede  to  mv 
people;  and,  though  under  much  weaknefs,  dif- 
courfed  about  half  an  hour;  at  which  feafon  di- 
vine power  feemed  to  attend  the  word;  but  be- 
ing extreme  weak,  I was  obliged  to  defift ; and 
after  a turn  of  faintnefs,  with  much  difficulty  rode 

to  , 


+ This  teas  the  fourth  houfe  he  bul't  Jot  his  rejider.ee  ar.tnj  the 
Indians. 
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■to  my  l-odgings,  where  betaking  myfelf  to  my 
bed,  I lay  in  a burning  fever,  and  almoft  deliri- 
ous, for  feveral  hours,  till  towards  morning,  my 
fever  went  off  with  a violent  fweat.  I have  often 
been  feverifh  after  preaching : but  this  was  the 
moff  diftreffing  turn,  that  ever  preaching  brought 
upon  me.  Yet  I felt  perfectly  at  reft  in  my  own 
mind,  became  I had  made  my  utmoft  attempts 
to  fpeak  for  God. 

Tuefday,  September  30.  Yefterday  and  to- 
day I was  fcarce  able  to  fit  up  half  the  day.  But 
1 in  a compofed  frame  was  remarkably  free  from 
dejeftion  and  melancholy  ; as  God  has  been 
pleafed  to  deliver  me  from  thefe  unhappy  glooms, 
in  the  general  courfe  of  my  prefent  weaknefs, 
and  alfo  from  a pcevifti  fpirit.  Ob  that  I may 
always  be  able  to  fay,  “ Lord,  not  my  will,  but 
thine  be  done  !” 

Saturday,  October  4.  I fpent  the  former  part 
of  this  week  under  a great  degree  of  diforder,  as 
I had  done  feveral  weeks  before  : was  able,  how- 
ever, to  ride  a little  every  day,  although  unable 
to  fit  up  half  the  da)-,  and  took  fome  care  daily 
of  perfatls  at  work  upon  myhoufe.  On  Fiidav 
afternoon  I found  myfelf  wonderfully  revived 
-and  flre'ngthened  ; and  having  fome  lime  before 
given  notice  to  my  people,  and  thofe  at  the 
forks  of  Delaware  in  particular,  that  I defigncd, 
to  admiuifter  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fup per 
upon  the  firft  fabbath  in  October : on  Friday  after- 
noon I preaehed  preparatory  to  the  facrament, 

from 
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JVom  2 Cor.  xiii.  5.  I was  furprifingly  drength- 
ened  in  my  work,  while  I was  fpeaking : but  was 
obliged  immediately  after  to  repair  to  bed,  being 
now  removed  into  my  own  houfe  among  the  In- 
dians ; which  gave  me  fuch  fpeedy  relief,  as  I 
could  not  well  have  lived  without.  I fpent  fome 
time  on  Friday  night  in  converfing  with  my  peo- 
ple as  I lay  upon  my  bed  ; and  found  my  foul  re- 
frefhed.  This  being  Saturday,  I difcourfed  par- 
ticularly with  divers  of  the  communicants  ; and 
this  afternoon  preached  from  Zech.  xii.  10. 
There  feemed  to  be  a tender  melting,  and  hearty 
mourning  for  fin  in  the  congregation.  My  foul 
was  in  a comfortable  frame,  and  I was  myfelf, 
as  well  as  mod  of  the  congregation,  much  aflfeft- 
ed  with  the  humble  confeflion,  and  apparent 
broken-heartednefs  of  a bacbjlider ; and  could 
not  but  rejoice,  that  God  had  given  him  fuch  a 
fenfe  of  his  fin  and  unworthinefs.  I was  ex- 
tremely tired  in  the  evening;  but  lay  on  my  bed, 
and  difcourfed  to  my  people. 

* Lord’s-dav,  Oflober  5.  I was  dill  very 
weak  ; and  in  the  morning  afraid  I fhould  not  be 
able  to  go  through  the  work  of  the  day.  I dif- 
courfed before  the  adminidration  of  the  facra- 
ment  from  John  i.  29.  “ Behold  the  Lamb  of 
God,  that  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world." — 
The  divine  prefence  attended  this  difcourfe  ; and 
the  afiembly  was  confiderably  melted.  After 
fermon  I baptized  two  perfons,  and  then  admi- 
nidercd  the  LorcFs  fupper  to  near  forty  commu- 
nicants 


inicants  of  the  Indians,  befides  divers  dear  Chrifti- 
-ans  of  the  white  people-  It  was  a feafon  of  di- 
•vine  power  and  grace  ; and  numbers  rejoiced  in 
God.  Oh,  the  fweet  union  and  harmony  then 
appearing  among  the  religious  people]  My  foul 
was  refrelhed,  and  my  friends,  o]  the  white  people, 
with  me.  After  the  facrament  I could  fcarcely 
get  home  ; but  was  fupported  by  my  friends,  and 
daid  on  my  bed  ; where  I lay  in  pain  till  the  even- 
ing; and  then  was  able  to  fit  up  and  difcourfe 
with  my  friends.  Oh,  how  was  this  day  fpent  in 
prayers  and  praifes  among  my  dear  people ! One 
might  hear  them  all  the  morning  before  public 
worfhip,  and  in  the  evening  till  near  midnight, 
praying  and  Tinging  praifes  to  God,  in  one  or 
other  of  their  houfes. 

* Saturday,  Oclober  11.  Towards  night  I 
was  feizcd  with  an  ague,  which  was  followed 
with  a hard  fever,  and  much  pain  : I was  treated 
with  great  kindnefs  and  was  alhamed  to  fee 
fo  much  concern  about  fo  unworthy  a, creature. 
I was  in  a comfortable  frame  of  mind,  wholly 
fubmiffive  with  regard  to  life  or  death.  It  tvas 
indeed  a peculiar  fatisfatlion  to  me,  to  think 
that  it  Was  not  my  bufinefs  to  determine  whether 
I fhould  live  or  die.  I like  wife  felt  peculiarly 
fatisfied,  while  under  this  uncommon  degree  of 
diforder;  being  now  fully  convinced  of  my  be- 
ing unable  to  perform  my  work.  Ob  how  pre- 
cious is  time!  And  how  guilty  it  makes  me  feel, 
when  I think  I have  trifled  awav  and  mifemploy- 
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ed  it,  or  riegle&ed  to  fill  up  each  part  of  it  with 
duty,  to  the  utmofl  of  my  ability 

Oftober  19.  I was  willing  either  to  die  ©r 
live  ; but  found  it  hard  to  think  of  living  ufelefs. 
Oh  that  I might  never  live  to  be  a burden  to 
God’s  creation  ; but  that  I might  be  allowed  to 
repair  home,  when  my  fojourning  work  is  done! 

Friday  Oftober  24.  I fpent  the  day  in  over- 
feeing and  direfting  my  people  about  mending 
their  fence,  and  fecuring  their  wheat.  I was  fome- 
-what  refrefhed  in  the  evening,  having  been  able 
to  do  fomething  valuable  in  the  day  time.  Ob, 
how  it  pains  me,  to  fee  time  pafs  away,  when  I 
can  do  nothing  10  any  purpofe  ! 

Saturday,  October  25.  I vifited  fome  of  ray 
people  : fpent  fome  time  in  writing,  and  felt  much 
better  in  body  than  ufual:  when  it  was  near  night 
I felt  fo  well,  that  1 had  thoughts  of  expounding.: 
but  in  the  evening  was  much  diforderea  again, 
and  fpent  the  night  in  coughing,  and  fpitting  of 
blood. 

Lord’s-day,  October  26.  In  the  morning  I 
was  exceeding  weak,  and  fpent  the  day  till  near 
night,  in  pain  to  fee  my  poor  people  wandering  as 
fhtzp  not  having  a jhtphtrd.  But  towards  night 
finding  myfelf  a iiuie  better,  I called  them  to- 
gether to  mv  houfe  and  fat  down,  and  read  and 
expounded  Matth.  v.  1 — 16.  This  difcourfe, 
though  delivered  in  much  sveaknefs,’  was  attend- 
ed with  power  ; efpecially  what  was  fpoken  upon 
the  !a ft  of  thefe  s eries,  where  I infilled  on  tl  e 
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infinite  wrong  done  to  religion,  by  hstving  our 
■light  become  darknefs,  inftead  of  Jhining  before 
men,  As  many  were  deeply  affe&ed  with  a fenfe 
of  their  deficiency,  in  regard  of  Spiritual  conver- 
fation,  and  a fpirit  of  concern  and  watchfulnefs 
feerned  to  be  excited  in  them  ; fo  there  was  one 
that  had  fallen  into  drunkennefs,  fometime  before, 
who  was  now  deeply  convinced  of  his  fin,  and 
difcovered  a great  degree  of  concern  on  that  ac- 
count. My  foul  was  refrefhed  to  fee  this.  And 
though  I had  no  ftrength  to  fpeak  fo  much  as  I 
would  have  done,  but  was  obliged  to  lie  down  on 
the  bed  : yet  I rejoiced  to  fee  fuch  an  humble 
melting  in  the  congregation;  and  that  divine 
truths,  though  faintly  delivered,  Lwere  attended 
with  fo  much  efficacy. 

Monday,  O&ober  27.  I fpent  the  day  in  di- 
refting  the  Indians,  about  mending  the  fence 
round  their  wheat:  and  was  able  to  walk  with 
them,  and  contrive  their  bufinefs  all  the  forenoon. 
In  the  afternoon  I was  vifited  by  two  dear  friends, 
and  fpent  fome  time  in  converfation  with  them. 
Towards  night  I was  able  to  walk  out,  and  take 
care  of  the  Indians  again. 

Oflober  28.  I rode  to  Prince-Town,  in  a 
very  weak  hate : had  fuch  a violent  fever,  by 
the  way,  that  I was  forced  to  alight  at  a friend’s 
houfe,  and  lie  down  for  fome  time.  Near  night 
I was  vifited  by  Mr.  Treat,  Mr.  Beaty,  and  his 
wife,  and  another  friend  : my  fpirit s were  re fre fil- 
ed to  fee  them : but  I was  furprized,  and  even  a- 
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fhamed,  that  they  had  taken  fo  much  pains  as  t« 
ride  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  fee  me. 

Saturday,  November  1.  I took  leave  of  my 
friends  and  returned  home. 

Lord’s-day,  November  2.  I was  unable  to 
preach  and  fcarcely  able  to  fit  up  the  whole  day. 

I was  almoft  funk,  to  fee  my  poor  people  deflitute 
of  the  means  of  grace ; and  efpecially  confider- 
ing  they  could  not  read,  and  fo  were  under  great 
difadvantages  for  fpending  the  fabbath  comforta- 
bly. Oh,  methought,  I could  be  contented  to  be 
fick,  if  my  poor  flock  bad  a faithful  paftor  to  feed 
them.  A view  of  their  want  of  this  was  more 
afflifliveto  me,  than  all  my  bodily  illnefs. 

Monday,  November  3.  Being  now  in  fo  low 
a Hate,  that  I was  utterly  uncapable  of  perform- 
ing my  work,  and  having  little  hope  of  recovery, 
unlefs  by  much  riding,  I thought  it  my  duty  to 
take  a journey  into  New-England,  I accordingly 
took  leave  of  my  congregation  this  dav. — Before 
I left  my  people,  I vifited  them  all  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  houfe.s,  and  difcourfed  to  each,  as  I 
thought  molt  fuitable  for  their  circumflances.  and 
found  great  freedom  in  fo  doing:  I lcarce  left 
one  honfe  but  lome  were  in  teais,  not  only  affec- 
ted with  my  being  about  to  leave  them,  but  with 
the  foletun  addieffes  I made ; for  I was  helped 
to  be  fervent  in  fpirit.  When  I had  thus  gone 
through  my  congregation,  (which  took  me  molt 
of  the  day)  and  had  taken  leave  of  them,  and  of 
the  fchool,  I rode  about  two  miles,  to  the  houfe 

where 


C 3*7  ] 

*vhere  1 lived  in  tRe  fuinmer  pad,  and  there 


Tuefday,  November  4.  I rode  to  Woodbridge, 
and  lodged  with  Mr.  Pierfon. 

Wednefday,  November  J.  I rode  to  Elifa- 
beth-Town,  intending  as  foon  as  poffible  to  pro- 
feeute  my  journey.  But  I was  in  an  hour  or 
two  taken  much  worfe. — For  near  a week  I was 
confined  to  my  chamber,  and  mod  of  the  time 
to  my  bed  ; and  then  fo  far  revived  as  to  be  able 
to  walk  about  the  houfe ; but  was  ftill  confined 
within  doors. 

I was  enabled  to  maintain  a calm,  compofed, 
and  patient  fpirit,  as  I had  from  the  beginning  of 
my  weaknefs.  After  I had  been  in  Elifabeth- 
Town  about  a fortnight,  and  had  fo  far  recover- 
ed  that  I was  able  to  walk  about  the  houfe,  upon 
a day  of  thankfgiving  kept  in  this  place,  1 was 
enabled  to  recount  the  mercies  of  God,  in  fuch 
a manner  as  greatly  affefted  me,  and  filled  me 
with  thankfulnefs  to  God ; efpecially  for  his 
Work  of  grace  among  the  Indians,  and  the  en- 
largement of  his  kingdom.  “ Lord,  glorify 
ihyfelf,”  was  the  cry  of  my  foul.  Oh  that  all 
people  might  love  and  praife  the  blelTed  God  ! 

After  this  comfortable  feafon,  I frequently  en- 
joyed enlargement  of  foul  in  prayer  for  my  dear 
congregation,  very  often  for  every  family,  and 
every  perfon  in  particular ; and  it  was  a great 
comfort  to  me,  that  I could  pray  heartily  to  God 
for  thofe  whom  I was  not  allowed  to  fee. 
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In  the  latter  end  of  December,  I grew  full 
■weaker,  and  continued  to  do  fo,  till  the  latter 
end  of  January  1746-7.  And  having  a violent 
cough,  a confiderable  fever,  and  no  appetite  for 
any  manner  of  food,  I was  reduced  to  fo  low  a 
flate,  that  my  friends  generally  defpaired  of  my 
life  ; and  for  tome  time  together,  thought  I could 
fcarce  live  a day  to  an  end. 

On  Lord's-day,  February  1.  “ If  ve,  being 

evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  to  your  chil- 
dren, how  much  more  will  your  heavenly  Father 
give  the  holy  Spirit  to  them  that  afk  him  ?”  This 
text  I was  helped  to  plead,  and  faw  the  divine 
faithfulnefs  engaged  for  dealing  with  me  better 
than  any  earthly  parent  can  do  with  his  child. 
This  feafon  fo  refrefhed  my  foul,  that  my  body 
feemedalfo  to  be  a gainer  by  it.  And  from  this 
time,  I began  gradually  to  amend.  And  as  I re- 
covered fome  Ifrength,  vigour,  and  fpirit,  I 
found  at  times  fome  life  in  the  exercifes  of  devo- 
tion, and  longings  after  fpirituality  and  a life  of 
ufefulnefs. 

On  Tuefday,  February  24.  I was  able  to  ride 
as  far  as  Newark,  (having  been  confined  within 
Elifabeth-Town  almofl  four  months,)  and  the 
next  day  returned  to  Elifabeth-Town.  My  fpi- 
rits  were  fomewhat  refrefhed  with  the  ride,  though 
my  body  wras  weary. 

On  Saturday,  February  28.  I was  vifited  by 
an  Indian  of  my  own  congregation,  who  brought 
me  letters,  and  good  news  of  the  behaviour  of 
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my  people  in  general.  This  refrefhed  my  foul, 
E could  not  but  retire  and  blefs  God  for  his  good- 
nefs. 

Wednefday,  March  11,  being  kept  in  Elifa- 
beth-Town  at  a day  of  falling  and  prayer,  I was 
able  to  attend  public  worthip,  which  was  the  firft 
time  fince.  December  21.  Oh,  how  much  dif- 
trefs  did  God  carry  me  through  in  this  fpace  of 
time  ! But  having  obtained  help  from  him,  I yet 
live  : Ob  that  I could  live  to  his  glory  ! 

Thurfday,  March  18.  I rode  to  my  people : 
and  on  Friday  morning  walked  about  among  them 
and  inquired  into  their  hate  and  concerns;  and 
found  an  additional  weight  on  my  fpirits  upon 
hearing  forae  things  difagreeable.  1 endeavour- 
ed to  go  to  God  with  my  dihrelTes  : but  notwith- 
flanding,  my  mind  continued  very  gloomy.  About 
ten  o’clock,  I called  my  people  together,  and 
after  having  explained  and  fung  a pfalnr,  I pray- 
ed with  them.  There  was  a confiderable  deal  of 
affeftion  among  them  ; I doubt  not,  that  which 
was  more  than  merely  natural. 

[This  was  tire  lajt  intervitw  that  he  ever  had 
with  his  people.  About  eleven  o’clock  the  fame 
day,  he  left  them  : and  the  next  day  came  to  Eli- 
fabeth-Town.] 

Saturday,  March  28.  I was  taken  this  morn- 
ing with  a violent  griping.  Thefe  pains  were  ex- 
treme and  conflant,  for  feveral  hours  : fo  that  it 
feemed  impoffible  for  me,  without  a miracle,  to 
live  twenty-four  hours.  I lay  confined  to  my 
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bed,  tfie  whole  day  : but  it  pleafed  God  to  bfefsr 
means  for  the  abatement  of  my  diftrefs.  I was 
exceedingly  weakened  by  this  pain,  and  continu- 
ed fo  for  feveral  days  following.  In  this  diftrefT- 
<?d  cafe,  death  appeared  agreeable  to  me  : as  ar> 
entrance  into  a place  “ where  the  weary  are  at 
left  and,  I had  fome  relifh  of  the  entertain- 
ments of  the  heavenly  ftate  ; fo  that  by  thefe  I 
ivas  allured  and  drawn,  as  well  as  driven  by  the 
fatigues  of  life.  Oh,  how  happy  it  is,  to  be 
drawn  by  defires  of  a ftate  of  perfect  holinefs  ! 

Saturday,  April  4.  I was  uneafy,  by  reafon 
of  the  mifemployment  of  time:  and  yet  knew 
not  what  to  do  : I longed  to  fpend  time  in  falling 
and  prayer;  but  alas,  I had  not  bodily  ftrength  ! 
Oh,  how  blcffed  a thing  is  it,  to  enjoy  peace  of 
confluence  ! How  dreadful  is  a want  of  inward 
peace!  It  is  impoflible,  I find,  to  enjoy  this  hap- 
pincfs  without  redeeming  time , and  maintaining  a 
ipiritual  frame  of  mind. 

Lord's- day,  April  5.  It  grieved  me,  to  find 
myfelf  fo  inconceivably  barren.  My  foul  t hi  ril- 
ed for  grace  ; but,  alas,  how  far  was  I from  ob- 
taining what  I faw  fo  excellent ! I was  ready  to 
defpair  of  ever  being  holy  ; and  yet  my  foul  was 
defirous  of  following  hard  after  God ; but  never 
did  I fee  myfelf  fo  far  from  having  apprehended \ 
$r  being  already  perftQ.  The  Lord’s  fupper  be- 
ing this  day  adminiftered,  in  the  feafon  of  com- 
munion, I enjoyed  warmth  ofaffeflion,  and  felt 
a tender  love  to  the  brethren ; and,  to  the  glorious 
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Redeemer,  the  JirJl-born  among  them.  I endea- 
voured then  to  bring  forth  mine  and  his  enemies , 
and fay  them  before  him ; and  found  great  free- 
dom in  begging  deliverance  from  this  fpiritual 
death,  as  well  as  in  alking  favours  for  my  friends 
and  congregation,  and  the  church  of  Chrift  in 
general. 

Friday,  April  17.  In  the  evening,  God  help- 
ed me  to  “ draw  near  to  the  throne  of  grace,” 
and  gave  me  a fenfe  of  his  favour,  which  gave 
me  inexpreffible  fupport  and  encouragement ; I 
could  not  but  rejoice,  that  ever  God  lhould  dif- 
cover  his  reconciled  face  to  fuch  a vile  finner. 
Shame  and  confufion,  at  times,  covered  me ; 
and  then  hope,  and  joy,  and  admiration  of  the 
divine  goodnefs. 

Tuefday,  April  21.  I fet  out  on  my  journey 
for  New-England  ; I travelled  to  New-York,  and; 
there  lodged. 

(This  proved  his  final  departure  from  New- 
J'erfey. — He  travelled  flowly,  and  arrived  among 
his  friends  at  Ealt-Haddam,.  about  the  beginning 
of  May.  j ■ 

Lord  s-day.  May  10.  (At  Had-Lime)  I could 
not  but  feel  gratitude  to  God,  that  he  had  always 
difpofed  me,  in  my  miniftry,  to  infill  on  the 
great  dodtrines  of  regeneration,  a new  creature, 
faith  in  Chrift,  progrefive  fan&if cation,  fupreme 
love  to  God,  living  entirely  to  the  glory/  of  God,  be- 
ing not  our  own,  and  the  like.  God  has  helped" 
me.to  fee,  from  time  to  time,  that  there,  and  the 
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like  do&rines,  neceffarily  connefled  with  them, 
are  the  only  foundation  of  fafety  and  falvation  for 
perifhing  finners ; and  that  thofe  divine  difpofi- 
tions,  which  are  confonant  hereto,  are  that  holi- 
nefs, “ without  which  no  man  {hall  fee  the 
Lord  the  exercife  of  t’nefe  God-like  tempers, 
wherein  the  foul  afis  in  a kind  of  concert  with 
God,  and  would  be  and  do  every  thing  that  is 
pleafing  to  God;  this,  I faw,  would  hand  by  the 
foul  in  a dying  hour  ; for  God  mu  ft  deny  him  ft  If 
if  he  call  away  his  own  image,  even  the  foul  that 
is  one  in  defines  with  himfelf. 

Lord's-day,  May  17."  Though  I felt  much  dul- 
nefs  this  week  ; yet  I had  fome  glimpfes  of  the 
excellency  of  divine  things;  and  efpecidly  one 
morning,  the  beauty  of  holinefs,  as  a likenefs  to 
the  glorious  God,  was  fo  difcovered  to  me,  that 
I longed  earneftly  to  be  in  that  world  where  ho- 
linefs dwells  in  perfeftion,  that  I might  pleafe 
God,  live  entirely  to  him,  and  glorify  him  to  the 
utmoft  ftretch  of  my  capacities. 

* Lord’s-day.  May  24.  (At  Long-Meadow  in 
Springfield)  I could  not  but  think,  as  I have 
often  remarked  to  others,  that  much  more  of 
true  religion  con  ft  its  in  deep  humility,  brohennefs  of 
heart,  and  an  abu/ing  fcnfe  of  want  of  holinefs ^ 
than  mcft  who  are  called  Chriftians  imagine. 

[On  Thurfday„  May  28.  He  came  from 
Long- Meadow  to  Northampton,  appearing  vaftly 
better  than  he  had  been  in  the  winter;  indeed 
well,  that  he  was  able  to  ride  twenty- five 
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miles  in  a day,  and  to  walk  half  a mile  ; bat  yet 
he  was  undoubtedly,  at  that  time,  in  a confirmed, 
incurable  confumption. 

* I had  much  opportunity  before  this,  of  par- 
ticular information  concerning  him,  but  now  I 
had  opportunity  for  a more  full  acquaintance 
with  him.  I found  him  remarkably  fociable, 
pleafant,  and  entertaining  in  his  converfation  ; 
yet  folid,  favoury,  fpiritual,  and  very  profitable; 
appearing  meek,  model},  and  humble,  far  from 
any  ffiffnefs,  morofenefs, ' fuperltitious  demure- 
ncfs,  or  affefted  fingularity  in  fpeech  or  behavi- 
our. We  enjoyed  not  only  the  benefit  of  his 
converfation,  but  had  the  comfort  of  hearing 
him  pray  in  the  family,  from  time  to  time.  His 
manner  of  praying  was  becoming  a worm  of  the 
dull,  and  a difciple  of  Chrift  addrefiing  an 
infinitely  great  and  holy  God,  and  Father  of 
mercies  ; not  with  florid  expr.eflions,  or  a ftudied 
eloquence;  not  with  any  intemperate  vehe- 
mence, or  indecent  boldnefs;  at  the  greaieit 
diftance  from  any  appearance  of  orientation,  and 
from  every  thing  that  might  look  as  though  he 
meant  to  recommend  himfelf  to  thofe  that  were 
about  him,  or  fet  himfelf  off  to  their  acceptance, 
free  from  vain  repetitions,  without  impertinent 
excurfions,  or  needlefs  multiplying  of  words. 
He  expreffed  himfelf  with  the  drifted  propriety. 
With  weight  and  pungency;  and  yet  what  his  lips 
uttered  feemed  to  flow  from  the fulnefs  of  his 
heartx  deeply  impreffed  with  a great  and  foie mn> 
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fenfe  of  our  neceffities,  unworthinefs,  and  de- 
pendence, of  God’s  infinite  greatnefs,  excellen- 
cy, and  fufficiency,  rather  than  merely  from  a 
warm  and  fruitful  brain.  And  I know  not,  that 
ever  I heard  him  fo  much  as  afk  a bleflin?  or  re- 
turn  thanks  at  table,  but  there  was  fomething  re- 
markable to  be  obferved  both  in  the  matter  and 
manner  of  the  performance.  In  his  prayers  he 
infilled  much  on  the  profperity  of  Zion,  the  ad- 
vancement of  Chrift’s  kingdom  in  the  world,  and 
the  flourifliing  and  propagation  of  religion  among 
the  Indians.  And  he  generally  made  it  one  pe- 
tition in  his  prayer,  “ that  we  might  not  outlive 
our  ufefulnefs.”] 

[This  week  he  confulted  Dr.  Mather,  at  my 
houfe,  concerning  his  illnefs ; who  plainly  told 
Tim  there  were  great  evidences  of  his  being  in  a 
confirmed  confumption , and  that  he  could  give 
him  no  encouragement,  that  he  fliould  ever  re- 
cover. But  it  feemed  not  to  occafion  the  lead 
difcompofure  in  him,  nor  to  make  any  alteration 
as  to  the  freedom  or  pleafantnefs  of  his  conver- 
* fation.] 

* Lord’s-day,  June  7.  My  foul  was  fo  drawn 
forth,  this  day,  by  what  I heard  of  the  “ exceed-, 
ing  precioufnefs  of  the  grace  of  God's  Spirit,” 
that  it  almolt  overcame  my  body  : I faw  that  true 
grace  is  exceediirg  precious  indeed  ; that  it  is  very 
rare;  and  that  there  is  but  a very  fmall  degree  of 
it,  even  where  the  reality  of  it  is  to  be  found. 
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In  the  preceeding  week,  I enjoyed  fome  'com- 
fortable feafons  of  meditation.  One  morning 
the  caufe  of  God  appeared  exceeding  precious  to 
me  : I faw  alfo,  that  God  has  an  infinitely  greater 
concern  for  it,  than  I could  poffibly  have;  that 
if  I have  any  true  love  to  this  bieffed.interefi,  it 
is  only  a diop  derived  from  that  ocean.  Hence 
I.  was  ready  to  “ lift  up  my  head  with  joy;”  and 
conclude,  “ Well,  if  God  s caufe  be  fo  dear  and 
precious,  to  him,  he  will  promote  it.” 

He  was  advifed  by  phyficians  ftill  to  continue 
riding  as  what  would  tend  to  prolong  his  life. 
He  was  at  a lofs  for  fome  time  which  way  to  bend 
his  couife  ; but  finally  determined  to  ride  to  Bof- 
ton  ; we  having  concluded  that  one  of  this  fami- 
ly fhould  go  with  him  and  be  helpful  to  him  in  his-, 
low  Hate.] 

Tuefday,  June  9.  I fet  out  on  a journey  from 
Northampton  to  Bofton. 

Having  now  continued  to  ride  for  fome  con- 
fiderable  time,  I felt  myfelf  much  better,  and  I 
found  that  in  proportion  to  the.  profpetl  I had  of 
being  reftored  to  a Hate  of  ufefulnefs,  I dcfired 
the  continuance  of  life;  but  death  appeared  in- 
conceivably more  defirable  to  me,  than  a ufelefs 
life  ; yet  bleffed  be  God,  I found  my  heart  fully 
refigned  to  this  greateft  of  affliftions,  if  God 
faw  fit  thus  to  deal  with  me. 

Friday,  July  12.  I arrived  in  Bofton  this  day, 
famewhat  fatigued  with  my  journey.  There  is 

no. 
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no  reft  but  in  God  ; fatigues  of  body,  and  anxieties 
of  mind,  attend  us,  both  in  town  and  country. 

On  Thurfday,  June  18.  I was  taken  exceed- 
ing ill,  and  brought  to  the  gates  of  death,  by  the 
breaking  of  fotne  final!  ulcers  in  my  lungs,  as  my 
phyfician  fuppofed.  In  this  weak  ftate  I continu- 
ed feveral  weeks,  and  was  frequently  fo  low,  as 
to  be  utterly  fpeechlefs;  and  even  after  I had  fo 
far  revived  as  to  ftep  out  of  doors,  I was  exerci- 
fed  every  day  with  a faint  turn,  which  continued 
ufually  four  or  five  hours  ; at  which  times,  though 
I could  fay  Yes  or  'No,  yet  I could  not  fpeak  one 
fenlence,  without  making  flops  for  breath  ; and 
divers  times  in  this  feafon,  my  friends  ga- 
thered round  my  bed  to  fee  me  breathe  my  laft. 

How  I was,  the  firft  day  or  two  of  my  illnefs, 
with  regard  to  the  exercife  of  reafon,  I fcarcely 
know  ; but  the  third  day,  and  conftantly  after- 
wards, for  four  or  five  weeks  together,  I enjoyed 
as  much  ferenity  of  mind,  and  clearnefs  of 
thought,  as  perhaps  I ever  did  in  my  life.  And 
I think  tny  mind  never  penetrated  with  fo  much 
eafe  and  freedom  into  divine  things,  and  I never 
felt  fo  capable  of  demonftrating  the  truth  of  many 
important  dotlrines  of  the  gofpel  as  now. 

As  God  Was  pleafed  to  afford  me  clearnefs  of 
thought  almoft  continually,  for  feveral  weeks  to- 
gether; fo  he  enabled  me  in  fume  meaftue,  to 
employ  my  time  to  valuable  purpofes.  I was  en- 
abled to  write  a number  of  important  letters,  to 
friends  in  remote  places ; and  fometinies  I wrote 

when 
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I was  fpeechlefs,  i.  e.  unable  to  maintain  conver- 
fation  with  any  body. — *Befidesthis  I had  many 
vifitants ; with  whom  when  I was  able  to  fpeak, 
I always  converfed  of  the  things  of  religion  : and 
was  peculiarly  aflided  in  didinguiffiing  between 
true  and Jal/e  religion.  And  efpecially  I difcourf- 
ed  repeatedly  on  the  nature  and  neceflity  of  that 
humiliation , felf-emptinejs,  or  full  conviftion  of  a 
perfon's  being  utterly  undone  in  himfelf,  which 
is  neceffary  in  order  to  a faving  faith,  and  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  of  being  brought  to  this,  and  the 
great  danger  there  is  of  perfons  taking  up  with 
fome [elf -righteous  appearances  of  it.  The  danger 
of  this  I efpecially  dwelt  upon,  being  perfuaded 
that  multitudes  periffi  in  this  hidden  way  ; becaufe 
fo  little  is  faid  from  mod  pulpits  to  difeover  any 
danger  here  : fo  that  perfons  being  never  effeclu- 
ally  brought  to  die  to  tbemfelves, . are  never  tru- 
ly united  to  Chrid.  I alfo  difeourfed  much  on 
what  I take  to  be  the  effience  of  true  religion,., 
that  God  like  temper  and  difpofnicn  of  foul,  and 
that  holy  converfation  and  behaviour,.,  that  may 
judly  claim  the  honour  of  having  God  for  its  o- 
riginal  pattern.  And  I have  reafon  to  hope  Gcdv 
blcffed  my  difeourfing  to  feme,  both  miniders 
and  people  ; fo  that  my  time  was  not  wholly  lod. 

[Alfo  the  honourable  Commiffioners  in  Bodon, 
of  the  incorporated  fociety  in  London  for  propa- 
gating the  gofpel  in  New-England,  and  parts  ad- 
jacent, having  a legacy  of  the  late  Dr.  Daniel 
Williams  of  London,  for  the  fupport  of  two 
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viiffionaries  to  the  Heathen,  were  pleafed,  while 
he  was  at  Bolton,  to  confult  him  about  a million 
to  thofe  Indians  called  the  Six  Nations  ; and 
were  fo  fatisfied  with  his  fentiments  on  this  head, 
and  had  that  confidence  in  his  faithfulnefs,  and 
judgment,  that  they  defired  him  to  recommend 
a couple  of  perfons  fit  to  be  employed  in  this  bo- 
finefs. 

Mr.  Brainerd’s  refioration  from  his  extreme 
low  ftate  in  Bolton,  fo  as  to  go  abroad  again  and 
to  travel,  was  very  unexpected  to  him  and  his 
friend’s.  My  daughter  who  was  with  him  writes 
thus  concerning  him  in  a letter  dated  June  23. — 
“ On  Thurfday  he  was  very  ill  of  a violent  fe- 
ver, and  extreme  pain  in  his  head  and  brealt, 
snd  at  turns,  delirious.  So  he  remained  till  Satur- 
day evening,  when  he  feemed  to  be  in  the  agonies 
of  death  : the  family  was  up  with  him  ’till  [one 
or  two  o’clock,  expending  every  hour  would  be 
his  lalt.  On  fabbath  day  he  was  a little  revived, 
his  head  was  better,  but  very  full  of  pain,  and  ex- 
ceeding fore  at  his  bread,  much  put  to  it  for  breath. 
Yefterday  he  was  better  upon  all  accounts.  Lad 
night  he  fiept  but  little.  This  morning  he  is 

much  worfe. Dr,  Pynchon  fays,  he  has  no 

hopes  of  his  life;  nor  does  he  think  it  likely  he 
will  ever  come  out  of  his  chamber.” 

His  phyfician,  the  honourable  Jofeph  Pyn- 
chon, Efq  ; when  he  vifited  him  in  Boflon,  at- 
tributed his  finking  fo  fuddenly  into  a date  fo 
sigh  unto  death,  to  the  breaking  of  ulcers,  that 

had  1 
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Bad  been  long  gathering  in  his  lungs,  and  there* 
difcharging  and  diffufing  their  purulent  matter 
which,  while  nature  was  labouring  and  drug- 
glingto  throw  off,  (that  could  be  done  no  other- 
wife,  than  by  a gradual  draining  of  it  through 
the  fmall  veffels  of  ihofe  vital-  parts;)  this  occa- 
fioned  an  high  fever  and  violent  coughing,  and 
threw  the  whole  frame  of  nature  into  the  utmoft 
diforder;  but  fuppofed  if  the  date  of  nature  held 
till  the  lungs  had  gradually  cleared  themfelves  of 
this  putrid  matter,  he  might  revive,  and  continue 
better,  till  new  ulcers  gathered  and  broke  ; but 
then  he  would  furely  fink  again;  and  that  there 
was  no  hope  of  his  recovery  ; but  (as  he  expref- 
fed  himfelf  to  one  of  my  neighbours)  he  was  as- 
certainly  a dead  man,  as  if  he  was  (hot  through- 
the  heart. 

But  fo  it  was  ordered  by  divine  Providence, 
that  the  drength  of  nature  held  out  through  this 
great  conflift,  and  then  he  revived,  to  the  adon- 
ifhment  of  all  that  knew  his  cafe. 

After  he  began  to  revive,  he  was  viftted  by  his 
younged  brother  Mr.  Ifrael  Brainerd,  a dudent 
at  Yale-college  ; who  having  heard  of  his  ex- 
treme illnefs,  came  to  Bodon  to  fee  him. 

This  vifit  was  attended  with  a mixture  of  joy 
and  forrow  to  Mr.  Brainerd.  He  greatly  rejoiced 
to  fee  his  brother,  efpecially  becaufe  he  had  de- 
fired  an  opportunity  of  fome  religious  conver- 
fation  with  him  before  he  died.  But  this  meeting- 
was  attended  with  forrow,  as  his  brother  brought 
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to  him  the  tidings  of  his  fitter  Spencer’s  death 
Haddam  : a fitter,  between  whom  and  him  had 
long  fubfifled  a peculiar  dear  affection,  and  much 
intimacy  in  fpiritual  matters.  He  had  heard  no- 
thing of  her  ficknefs.  But  he  had  thefe  comforts 
together  with  the  tidings,  a confidence  of  her  be- 
ing gone  to  heaven,  and  an  expectation  of  foc-n 
meeting  her  there. — His  brother  continued  with 
him  till  he  left  the  town,  and  came  with  him 
from  theme  to  Northampton. 

[Concerning  the  laft  Sabbath  Mr.  Brainerd 
fpent  at  Bofton,  he  writes  in  his  diary  as  follows.J 
Lord’s- day,  July  19.  I was  juft  able  to  attend 
public  worfhip,  being  carried  to  the  houfe  of  God 
in  a chaife.  I heard  Dr.  Sewall  preach  in  the 
forenoon  ; partook  of  the  Lord’s  fupper  at  this 
time.  In  the  facrament,  I faw  aftonifhing  z vifdom 
difplayed  ; fuch  wifdom  as  required  the  tongues 
of  angels  and  glorified  faints  to  celebrate.  It 
feemed  to  me  I never  fhould  do  any  thing  at  a- 
doring  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God  difcovered  in 
the  contrivance  of  man's  redemption,  until  I ar- 
rived at  a world  of  perfe&ion.  Yet  I could  not 
help  ftriving  to  “ call  upon  my  foul,  and  all  within 
me,  to  blefs  the  name  of  God.” 

[The  next  day  he  fet  out  in  the  cool  of  the  af- 
ternoon, for  Northampton,  attended  by  his  bro- 
ther, and  my  daughter  that  went  with  him  to 
Bofton  ; and  would  have  been  accompanied  out 
of  the  town  by  a number  of  gentlemen,  had  not 

his 
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Ms  averilon  to  any  thing  of  pomp  and  fnevv  pre- 
vented it.] 

Saturday,  July  25.  I arrived  at  Northamp- 
ton, having  fet  out  from  Bolton  on  Monday- 
In  this  journey,  I rode  about  fixteen  miles  a day, 
one  day  with  another.  I was  fometimes  extreme- 
ly tired,  fo  that  it  feemed  impollible  for  me  to 
proceed  any  further : at  other  times  I was  con- 
fiderably  better,  and  felt  fome  freedom  both  of 
body  and  mind. 

Lord’s-day,  July  26.  This  day,  I faw  clearly, 
that  God  himfelf  could  not  make  me  happy  unlefs 
I could  be  in  a capacity  to  “ pleafe  and  gloiify 
him  for  ever.”  Take  away  this,  and  admit  me 
into  all  the  fine  heavens  that  can  be  conceived  by 
men  or  angels,  and  I fliouid  ftill  be  miferable  for 
ever. 

Though  he  had  revived,  fo  as  to  be  able  to 
travel  thus  far,  yet  he  manifefied  no  expeftation 
ol  recovery  : he  fuppofed  as  his  phyfician  did, 
that  his  being  brought  fo  near  to  death  at  Bofion, 
was  owing  to  the  breaking  of  ulcers  in  his  lungs. 
He  told  me  that  he  had  had  feveral  fuch  ill  turns 
before,  only  not  to  fo  high  a degree,  but  as  he 
fuppofed  owing  to  the  fame  caufe;  and  that  he 
was  brought  lower  and  lower  every  time  ; and 
it  appeared  to  him,  that  in  his  laft  ficknefs  (in 
Bofion)  he  was  brought  as  low  as  pofiible,  and 
yet  alive  ; and  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  expec- 
tation of  furyiving  the  next  return  of  this 

breaking 
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Breaking  of  ulcers  ; but  Hill  appeared  perfectly 
calm. 

On  vVednefday  morning,  the  week  after  he 
came  to  Northampton,  he  took  leave  of  his  bro- 
ther Ifrael,  never  expecling  to  fee  him  again  in 
this  world. 

When  Mr.  Brainerd  came  hither,  he  had  fo 
itiuch  ftrength  as  to  be  able,  from  day  to  dav,  to' 
ride  out  two  or  three  miles,  and  to  return ; and 
fometimes  to  pray  in  the  family  ; but  from  this 
time  he  fenltbly  decayed,  and  became  weaker 
and  weaker. 

* While  he  was  here,  his  converfation  from 
firft  to  laft  was  much  on  the  fame  fubje£ls  as  it 
had  been  in  Bolton.  He  was  much  in  fpeaking  of 
the  nature  of  true  religion,  as  diftinguifhed  from 
its  various  counterfeits ; exprefling  his  great  con- 
cern, that  the  latter  did  fo  much  prevail  in  fo  ma- 
ny places.  He  often  manifelted  his  great  abhor- 
rence of  all  fuch  doElrines  and  principles,  as  in 
any  wife  favoured  of,  and  had  any  (though  but 
a remote)  tendency  to  Antinomianifm ; of  all 
fuch  notions  as  feemed  to  diminifh  the  neceflity 
of  holinefs  of  life,  or  to  abate  men  s regard  to  the 
commands  of  God,  and  a ftri£t,  diligent,  and  uni- 
verfal  praftice  of  virtue,  under  a pretence  of  de- 
preciating our  works,  and  magnifying  God’s  free 
grace.  He  fpake  often  with  much  deteftation, 
of  fuch  difeoveries  and  joys  as  have  nothing  of 
the  natuie  of  fanflification  in  them,  and  do  not 
tend  to  ltri&nefs,  tendernefs,  and  diligence  in  reli- 
gion* 
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>gion,  and  meeknefs  and  benevolence  toward  mas- 
kind:  and  he  alfo  declared,  that  he  looked  on 
fuch  pretended  humility  as  worthy  of  no  regard, 
that  was  not  manifefted  by  modejly  of  umduB  and 
converfation- 

* After  he  came  hither,  .as  long  as  he  lived,  he 
was  much  in  fpeaktng  of  the  future  profperity  of 
Zion  that  is  fo  often  promifed  in  fcripture  : and 
his  mind  feemed  to  be  carried  forth  with  intenfe 
defires,  that  religion  might  fpeedily  revive  and 
iflourifh  ; yea,  the  nearer  death  advanced,  Hill  the 
more  did  his  mind  feem  to  be  taken  up  with  this 
fubjetf.  He  told  rne,  when  near  his  end,  that  “ he 
-never  in  all  his  life  had  his  mind  fo  led  forth  in 
defires  and  earned  prayers  for  the  flourifhing  of 
Chrift  s kingdom  on  earth,  as  fince  he  was  brought 
fo  exceeding  low  at  Bodon.”  He  feemed  much 
to  wonder,  that  there  appeared  no  more  of  a dif- 
pcfition  in  minifters  and  people  to  pray  for  the 
'flourifhing  of  religion  through  the  world  ; that 
fo  little  a part  of  their  prayers  was  generally  ta- 
ken up  about  it,  in  their  families,  and  -’few here  ; 
and  particularly,  he  feveral  times  exprofied  his 
wonder,  that  there  appeared  no  nioie  fcrward- 
nefs  to  comply  with  the  propojnl  lately  made 
in  a memorial  from  a number  of  minifleis  in 
Scotland,' and  fent  over  into  America,  {ox  uni- 
ted extraordinary  prayer,  among  Chrid’s  rnini- 
flers  and  people,  for  the  coming  of  Chiijt  s king - 
-dam  : and  he  fent  as  his  dying  advice  to  /as  oivn 
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congregation,  that  they  fbould  practife  agreeably 
to  that  propofal.t 

•f  Though  he  was  exceeding  weak,  yet  there 
appeared  in  him  a continual  care  well  to  employ 
time,  and  fill  it  up  with  lomething  that  might  be 
profitable  ; either  profitable  converfation,  or 
writing  letters  to  abfent  friends,  or  noting  fome- 
tliing  in  his  diary,  or  looking  over  his  former 
writings,  correcting  them,  and  preparing  them 
to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  others  at  his  death,  or 
giving  fome  directions  concerning  a future  ma- 
nagement of  his  people,  or  employment  in  fecret 
devotions.  He  feemed  never  to  be  eafy,  how- 
ever ill,  if  he  was  not  doing  fomethir.g  for  God, 
or  in  his  fervice. 

In  his  diary  for  Lord’s -day,  Auguft  1 6,  he 
fpeaks  of  his  having  fo  much  refreiliment  of  foul 
in  the  houfe  of  God,  that  it  feemed  alfoto  refrefii 
his  body.  And  this  is  not  only  noted  in  his 
diary,  but  was  very  obfervable  to  others  : it  was 
very  apparent,  not  only,  that  his  mind  was  exhi- 
larated with  inward  confolation,  but  alfo  that  his 
animal  fpirits  and  bodily  ftrength  were  remarka- 
bly 

+ Hi?  congregation,  fincc  this,  have  with  great  chearfk'.srfs 
and  unanimity  fallen  in  with  this  advice,  and  have  praftifed  a- 
greeably  to  the  propofal  from  Scotland  ; and  have  at  times  ap- 
peared with  uncommon  engaged  nef;  and  fervency  ct  f»irit  in 
their  united  devotions,  purfuant  to  that  propofal.  Aifp  the  r-re  f- 
hytenes  ot  New- York,  and  New-8uinl’*iek,  fir.ee  if.i-:,  have 
with  one  confent,  lailcn  in  with  the  propofal.  as  kkcvofe  fome 
Others  o;  God’s  people  in  thofe  parts. 
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\fjly  reftored.- But  this  was  the  la  ft  time  that 

ever  he  attended  public  worlhip  on  the  fabbath. 

On  Tuefday  morning  that  week  (I  being  ab- 
fent  on  a journey)  he  prayed  with  my  family: 
but  not  without  much  difficulty  ; and  this  was  the 
, laft  family  prayer  that  ever  he  made. 

He  had  been  wont,  till  now,  frequently  to 
ride  out,  two  or  three  miles  ; but  this  week,  on 
Thurfday,  was  the  laft  time  be  ever  did  fo.] 
Lord’s-day,  Auguft  23.  This  morning  I was 
confiderably  refreihed  with  the  thought,  yea,  the 
expe&ation  of  the  enlargement  of  Chrijl' s king- 
dom-, and  I could  not  but  hope,  the  time  was  at' 
hand,  when  Babylon  the  Great  would  fall,  and 
rife  no  more.  1 was  unable  to  attend  public 
worfbip:  but  God  was  pleafed  to  afford  me  fa- 
tisfaflion  in  divine  .thoughts.  Nothing  fo  re- 
frefhes.  my  foul,  as  'when  I can  go  to  God,  yea, 
to  God  my  exceeding  joy. 

# In  this  week  pall,  i had  divers  turns  of  in- 
ward refreshing,  though  tny  body  was  inexpref- 
, fibly  weak.  Sometimes  my  foul  centered  in  God, 
ss  my  only  portion  ; and  I felt  that  I ffiould  be 
for  ever  unhappy,  if  be  did  not  . reign  : I law  the 
fweetnefs  and  happinefs  of  being  his  fubjeff,  at 
his  difpofal.  This  made  all  tny  difficulties  quick- 
ly van  iffr. 

["Till  this  week  he  had  been  wont  to  lodge  in 
a room  above  flairs  > but  he  now  grew  fo  weak, 
that  he  was  no  longer  able  to  go  up  Hairs  and 
■down.  Friday,  Auguil  28,  was  the  laft  time  ha 

ever 
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•ever  went  above  flairs,  henceforward  he  hetooi. 
•himfelf  to  a lower  room. 

On  Wednefday,  September  2.  Being  the  day 
of  our  public  leCture,  he  feemed  to  be  iefrefhed 
with  feeing  the  neighbouring  miniflers,  and  ex- 
prelfed  a great  defire  once  more  to  go  to  the 
houfe  of  God:  and  accordingly  rode  to  the  meet- 
ing, and  attended  divine  fei  vice,  while  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Woodbridge  of  Hatfield  preached.  He  fig- 
nified  that  he  fuppofed  it  to  be  the  lafl  time  that 
ever  he  fhould  attend  the  public  worlhip,  as  it 
proved.  And  indeed  it  was  the  laft  pime  that 
•ever  he  went  out  at  our  gate  alive. 

On  the  Saturday  evening  next  following,  he 
was  unexpectedly  vifned  by  his  brother  Mr.  John 
Brainerd.  He  was  much  refrefhed  bv  this  un- 
expected vifit,  this  brother  being  peculiarly  dear 
to  him:  and  he  feemed  to  rejoice  in  a devout 
manner,  to  fee  him,  and  to  hear  the  comfortable 
tidings  he  brought  concerning  the  Hate  of  his  dear 
Indians:  and  a circumftance  of  this  vifit,  that  he 
was  exceeding  glad  of,  was,  that  his  brother 
brought  him  fome  of  his  private  writings  From 
New-Jerfcy,  and  particularly  his  diary  that  he  had 
kept  for  many  years  pafl.J 

Lord's- day,  September  6.  I began  to  read 
fome  of  my  private  writings,  which  my  brother 
brought  me  ; and  was  confiderably  refrefhed 
with  what  I met  with  in  them. 

Monday,  September  7.  I proceeded  further 
in  reading  my  old  pn-vate  writings,  and  found 

they 
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they  had  the  fame  effect  open  me  as  before  : I 
c-ould  not  but  rejoice  and  blefs  God  for  what 
palled  long  ago,  which  without  writing  had  been 
entirely  loth 

* This  evening  when  I was  in  great  diftrefs  of 
body,  my  foul  longed  that  God  fhould  be  glorifi- 
ed : I faw  there  was  no  heaven  but  this.  I could 
not  but  fpeal:  to  the  by-ftanders  then  of  the  only 
happinefs,  viz.  pleating  God.  Oh  that  I could 
ever  live  to  Gcd  ! The  day,  I trufr,  is  at  hand, 
the  perfedl  day  : Oh,  the  day  of  deliverance 
from  all  fin  ! 

Lord's  day,' September  13.  I was  much  re  - 
frefhed  and  engaged  in  meditation  and  writing, 
and  found  a heart  to  aft  for  God.  My  fpirits 
were  refrethed,  and  my  foul  delighted  to  do  fome- 
thing  for  God. 

[On  the  evening  following  that  Lord’s-dny,  his 
feet  began  to  fwell,  which  thenceforward. fweffe;d 
more  and  more.  A fymptom  of  his  diffolution 
coming  on. 

The  next  day  his  brother  left  him,  being 
obliged  to  return  to  New-Jerfey  on  fame  bufinefs 
cf  great  importance,  intending  to  return  again 
with  all  poffible  fpeed,  hoping  to  fee  his  brother 
yet  once  more  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

Mr.  Brainerd  having  now  with  much  delibera- 
tion confidered  the  important  affair  before-men- 
tioned, left  with  him  by  the  honourable  cotnmif- 
fioners  in  Bolton,  viz.  the  recommending  two  per- 
fons  proper  to  be  employed  as  miffionaiies  to  the 
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fix  nations,  he  about  this  time  wrote  a letter,  re- 
commending two  young  gentlemen  of  his  ac- 
quaintance Mr.  Elihu  Spencer  of  Eaft-Haddam, 
and  Mr.  Job  Strong  of  Northampton.  The  com- 
mifiioners  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  unanimouflv 
agreed  to  accept  of  the  perfons  he  had  recom- 
mended. 

hie  alfo  this  week,  wrote  a letter  to  a gentle- 
man  in  Boffon,  relating  to  the  growth  of  the 
Indian  fchool,  and  the  need  of  another  fchool- 
mafier.  The  gentlemen,  on  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  had  a meeting,  and  ag;eed  with  chearful- 
nefs  to  give  200I.  (in  hills  of  the  old  tenor)  for 
the  fupport  of  another  fchool-mafler ; and  defir- 
ed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pemberton  of  New-York,  as 
foon  as  pofiibie  to  procure  a fui table  perfon  for 
that  fervice  : and  alfo  agreed  to  allow  yj\.  to  de- 
fray fome  fpecial  charges  that  were  requifite  to 
encourage  the  miffion  to  the  fix  Nations. 

Mr.  Brainerd  fpent  himfelf  much  in  writing 
thofe  letters,  being  exceeding  weak  : but  it  feem- 
ed  to  be  much  to  his  fatisfaftion,  that  he  had 
been  enabled  to  do  it ; hoping  that  it  was  fome- 
thirtg  done  for  God,  and  which  might  be  for  the 
advancement  of  ChrilPs  kingdom  and  glory.  In 
writing  the  laft  of  thefe  letters,  he  was  obliged  to 
ufe  the  hand  of  another,  not  being  able  to  write 
himfelf. 

On  the  Thurfday  of  ibis  week  (September  17.) 
was  the  laft  time  that  ,ever  he  went  out  of  his 
lodging- room.  That  day,  lie  was  again  vifited 

by 
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Sy  his  brother  Ifrael,  who  continued  with  him 
thenceforward  till  his  death.  * On  that  evening 
he  was  taken  with  fomething  of  a diarrhea ; 
which  he  looked  upon  as  another  fign  of  his  ap- 
proaching death  : whereupon  he  exprefTed  him- 
1'elf  thus ; “ Oh,  the  glorious  time  is  now  com- 
ing ! I have  longed  to  ferve  God  perfectly  : now 
God  will  gratify  thofe  defires  !”  And  from  time 
to  time,  at  the  feveral  new  fymptoms  of  his  dif» 
folution,  he  was  fo  far  from  being  damped,  that 
he  feeined  to  be  animated ; as  being  glad  at  the 
appearances  of  death's  approach.  He  often  ufed 
the  epithet,  glorious,  when  fpeaking  of  the  day 
of  his  death,  calling  it  that  glorious  day.  And  as 
he  faw  his  dilfolution  gradually  approaching,  he 
was  much  in  talking  about  it,  and  alfo  fettling  all 
his  affairs,  very  particularly  and  minutely  giving 
directions  concerning  what  he  would  have  done. 
And  the  nearer  death  approached,  the  more  dc- 
firous  he  feemed  to  be  of  it.  He  feveral  times 
fpake  of  the  different  kinds  of  zoillingnefs  to  die  ; 
and  fpoke  of  it  as  a mean  kind  of  wiilingnefs  to 
die,  to  be  willing  to  leave  the  body  only  to  get 
rid  of  pain.] 

* Saturday,  September  19.  While  I attempted 
to  walk  a little,  my  thoughts  turned  thus ; “ How 
infinitely  fweet  it  is,  to  love  C-od,  and  be  all  for 
him  1”  Upon  which  it  was  fuggefled  to  me, 
“ You  are  not  an  angel,  lively  and  aftive.”  To 
which  my  foul  immediately  replied,  I as  fincere- 
ly  defire  to  love  and  glorify  God,  as  any  angel  in 
P 2 heaven.'’ 
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heaven.”  Upon  which  it  was  fuggefted  again, 
“ But  you  are  filthy,  and  not  fit  for  heaven.” 
Hereupon  inftantly  appeared  the  blefled  robes  of 
ChrifU  s right  eoujnefs,  which  I could  not  but  exult 
and  triumph  in  ; and  I viewed  the  infinite  excel- 
lency of  God,  and  mv  foul  even  broke  out  with 
longings,  that  God  fhould  b e glorified.  I thought 
ef  dignity  in  heaven  : but  inftantly  the  thought 
Tejntned,  “ I do  not  go  to  h.caven  to  get  honour, 
blit  to  give  all  pcffibly  glory  and  praife.”  Oh, 
how  1 longed  that  God  fhould  be  glorified  on 
tar th  alfo  ! Bodily  pains  I cared  not  for  : though 
I was  then  in  extremity,  I never  felt  ea- 
sier; I felt  willing  to  glorify  God  in  that  Rate,  as 
long  as  he  pleated.  Th e grave  appeared  really 
fweet,  and  I longed  to  lodge  my  weary  bones 
in  it:  but  Oh,  that  God  might  b e glorified]  this 
Was  the  burden  of  all  my  cry.  Oh,  I knew,  I 
fhould  be  active  as  an  angel,  in  heaven  ; and  that 

I fhould  be  ftripped  of  rny  pithy  garments  l 

But  Oh,  to  love  and  praij'e  God  more,  to  pleafe 
him  for  ever  f this  my  foul  panted  alter,  and 
even  now  pants  for  while  I write.  Oh  that  God 
might  he  glorified  in  the  whole  earth  ! “ Lord, 
let  thy  kingdom  come.”  I longed  for  a fpirit  of 
preaching  to  defeend  and  reft  on  miniflers,  that 
they  might  a-ddrefs  the  confidences  of  men  with 
defends  and  power.  I faw  Gcd,  had  the  refi- 
due  of  the  fpirit  ; and  my  foul  longed  it  fhould 
he  “ poured  from  on  high.”  I could  not  but 

plead 
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plead  with  God  for  my  dear  congregation,  that 
he  would  preferve  it,  and  not  fuffer  his  great 
name  to  lofe  its  glory  in  that  work  ; my  foul  Hill 
longing,  that  God  might  be  glorified. 

* [In  the  evening,  his  mouth  fpake  out  of  die 
abundance  of  his  heart,  ^expreffing  in  a very  af- 
feclinj  manner  much  the  fame  thing's  as  are  writ- 
ten  in  his  diary  : and  among  many  other  extra- 
ordinary expreffions,  were  thefe;  “ My  heaven 
i stopleaje  God,  and  -glorify  him,  and  to  give  all 
to  him,  and  to  be  wholly,  devoted  to  his  glory  ; 
that  is  the  heaven  I long  for;  this  is  my  religion, 
and  that  is  my  happinefs,  and  always  was,  ever 
fmce  I had  any.  true  religion  ; and  all  thofe  that 
are  of  that  religion  fliall  meet  me  in  heaven  — 

I do  not  go  to  heaven  to  be  advanced,  but  to  give 
honour  to  God.  It  is  no  matter  where  I fhall  be 
ftationed  in  heaven,  whether  I have  a high  or  a 
low  feat  there;  but  to  iove,  and  pleafe,  and  glo- 
rify God  is  all:  had  I a thovfand fio%!s,  if  they 
weie  worth  ai.y  thing,  I would  give  them  all  to 
God;  but  I have  nothing  to  give,  when  all  is 
done. It  is  impolTibJe  for  any  rational  crea- 

ture to  be  happy  without  acting.al!  for  God;  God 
himfelf  could  not  make  him  happy  any  other  way.. 

1 long  to  be  in  heaven,  pr  ong  and  gJo> iff 

wig  God  with  the  holy  angels ; all  my  delire  is  to 

glorify  God.- My  heart  goes  out  t©-the  bur  ;••••  • 

ing-place ; it  feerns  to  me  a defiirsdni  place ; but 
©h  to  glorify  God!  that  is  it;  that  is  above  all. 
-——It  is  a great  comfort  to  -ma,  to  think  that  I 
P 3 have 
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have  done  a little  for  God  in  the  world  : Oh  ! it  is 
but  a very  /mall  matter  ; yet  I have  done  a little , 
and  I lament  it,  that  I have  done  no  more  for 
him. — r — There  is  nothing  in  the  world  worth 
living  for,  but  doing  good  and  JiniJhing  God’s  work. 
I fee  nothing  elfe  in  the  world,  that  can  yield  any 
fatisfaftion,  bel'ides  living  to  God,  pleafing  him,  and 
doing  his  whole  will. My  greateft  joy  and  com- 

fort has  been,  to  do  fomething  for  promoting  the 
intereh  of  religion,  and  the  fouls  of  particular 
perfons  : and  now,  in  mv  iilnefs,  while  I am  full 
of  pain  and  diflrefs  from  day  to  day,  all  the  com- 
fort I have,  is  in  being  able  to  do  fome  little  char 
£or  fmall  piece  of  work)  for  God ; either  by 
fomething  that  I fay,  or  by  writing,  or  fome  other 
way.” 

He  intermingled  with  thefe  and  other  like  ex- 
preflions,  many  pathetic  counfels  to  thofe  that 
were  about  him  ; particularly  to  my  children  and 
fervants.  He  applied  himfelf  to  fome  of  my 
younger  children  at  this  time;  calling  them  to 
him,  and  fpeaking  to  them  one  by,  one  ; felting 
before  them  in  a very  plain  manner,  the  nature  of 
true  piety,  and  its  great  importance  ; earnefliy 
warning  them  not  to  reft  in  any  thing  fhort  of 
that  true  and  thorough  change  of  heart,  and 
a life  devoted  to  God  : counfthing  them  not  to 
be  Hack  in  the  great  bufinefs  of  religion,  nor  in 
the  lead  to  delay  it ; enforcing  his  counfels  with 
this,  that  his  words  were  the  words  oi  a dying 
sn aq. ; had  he*  “ I Hull  die  Tere,  and  here  (hall 

I be. 
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I be  buried,  and  here  you  will  fee  'my  grave, 
and  do  you  remember  what  I have  faid  to  you- 
I am  going  into  eternity:  the  endleffnefs  of  it 
makes  it  fweet : but  Oh,  what  (hall  I fay  to 
the  eternity  of  the  wicked l I cannot  mention 
it,  nor  think  of  it ; the  thought  is  too  dread- 
ful. When  you  fee  my  grave,  then  remem- 
ber what  I faid  to  you  when  I was  alive ; then 
think  with  yourfelf  how  the  man  that  lies  in  that 
grave,  counfelled  and.  warned  me  to  prepare  for 
death.” 

His  body  feemed  to  be  marveloudy  drength- 
ened,  through  the  inward  vigour  of  his  mind  ; fo 
that,  al: hough  before  he  was  fo  weak  he  could 
hardly  utter  a femencb,  vet  new  he  continued  his 
moll  affecting  difccurfe  for  more  than  an  hour, 
with  fcarce  any  intermiffion  ; and  faid  of  it,., 
when  he  had  done,  “ it  was  the  lad  fermon  that 
ever  he  fhould  preach.” 

[It  appears  by  w’hat  is  n-oted  in  his  diary,  both 
of  this  day  and  the  evening  preceeding,  that  his  - 
mind  was  at  this  time  much  impreffed  with  a fenfe. 
of  the  importance  of  the  work  of  the  mini  dry,, 
and  the  need  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  his  fpeei- 
&1  afhdance  in  this  work  ; and  it  alfo  appeared 
in  what  he  expreffed  in  conversation  ; pariicular- 
ly  in  his  difeourfe  to  his  brother  Ifrael,  who  was 
then  a member  of  Yale-college  at  New  -Ha  ven, 
and  had  been  profecuting  his  fludies  there,  10 
the  end  that  he  might  be  fitted  for  tbtj  work 
ef  the.  miuifiry,  and  was  now  with  him.  He  now, 

and- 


[ 3-14  ] 

and  from  time  to  time,  recommended  to  his  bro- 
ther a life  of  felf-denial,  of  weanednefs  from  the 
world,  and  devotednefs  to  God,  and  an  earneft 
endeavour  to  obtain  much  of  the  grace  of  God's 
Spirit,  and  God's  gracious  influences  on  his  heart ; 
reprefenting  the  great  need  which  miniflers  hand 
in  of  them,  and  the  unfpeakable  benefit  of  them 
from  his  own  experience.  Among  many  other 
expreflions  he  faid,  * “ When  miniflers  feel  thefe 
gracious  influences  on  their  hearts,  it  wonderfully 
affifts  them  to  come  at  the  confciences  of  men, 
and  as  it  were  to  handle  them  with  their  hands  ; 
whereas,  without  them,  whatever  reafon  and  ora- 
tory we  make  ufe  of,  we  do  but  make  ufe  of 
flumps  inflead  of  hands.  ’] 

Monday,  September  21.  I began  to  correct 
a little  volume  of  my  private  writings-:  God,  I 
believe,  remarkably  helped  me  in  it : my  ftrength 
was  fuprifingly  lengthened  out,  my  thoughts- 
quick  andiively,  and  my  foul  refrefhed,  hoping 
it  might  be  a work  for  God.  Oh,  how  good,  how 
fweet  it  is  to  labour  for  God  ! 

Tuefday,  September  22.  I urns  again  employ-, 
ed  in  reading  and  correfting,  and  had  the  fame- 
fuccefs,  as  the  day  before.  I was  exceeding, 
weak  ; but  it  feemed  to  refrcftt  my  foul  thus  to 
fpend  iny  time. 

Wednefday,  September  23.  I finifhed  my 
correffious-of  the  little  piece  foremen:ioned,  and- 
felt  uncommonly  peaceful  : it  feemed  as  if  I had 
now  done  all  my  work  in  this  world,  and  flood> 

readv.- 
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ready  for  my  call  to  a better.  * As  long  as  I fee 
any  thing  to  be  done  for  God,  life  is  worth  hav- 
ing : but  Oh,  how  vain  and  unworthy  it  is,  to 
live  for  any  lower  end  ! 

Friday,  September  25.  This  day 'I  was  un* 
fpeakably  weak,  and  little  better  than  fpeechlefs 
all  the  day  : however,  I was  able  to  write  a little, 
and  felt  comfortably.  Qh,  it  refrefned  my  foul, 
to  think  of  former  things,  of  defires  to  glorify 
God,  of  the  pleahires  of  living  to  him  ! “ Oh 
my  dear  God,  I am  fpeedily  coming  to  thee,  I 
hope  ! Haften  the  clay,  O Lord,  if  it  be  thy 
blefTed  will : Oh  come,  Lord  Jefus,  come  quick- 
ly. Amen/’t 

September  27.  He  felt  an  unufual  appetite  to 
food  ; with  which  his  mind  feemed  to  be  exhila- 
rated, as  a fign  of  the  very  near  approach  of 
death.  He  faid  upon  it,  “ I was  born  on  a 
Jabhath-day ; and  I have  reafon  to  think  I was 
new-born  on  a falbath-day ; and  I hope  I fhall 
die  on  this  fabbaih-day  ; I fhall  look  upon  it  as  a 
favour,  if  it  may  be  the  will  of  God  that  it  fhould 
be  fo  : I long  for  the  time.  Oh,  why  is  the  cha- 
riot [0  long  in  coming  ? why  tarry  the  zvheels  of  his 
chariot  ? I am  very  willing  to  part  with  all  : I am 
willing  to  part  with  my  dear  brother  John,  and 
never  to  fee  him  again,  to  go  to  be  for  ever  with 

the 

+ This  was  the  laft  that  ever  he  wt;ote  in  his  diary  with  his 
own  hand  : though  it  is  continued  a little  farther,  in  a broken, 
manner ; written  by  liis  brother  Ifrad,  but  indited  by  his 
mouth. 


the  Lord.  Oh.  when  I go  there,  how  will  God7? 
dear  church  on  earth  be  upon  ray  mind  ! 

* Afterv.aids  the  fame  morning,  being  afked 
ho'.v  he  did  ? he  anfwered,  “ J am  almoft  in 
eternity  : I icng  to  be  there.  My  work  is  done: 
I have  done  w.th  all  my  friend.*;  all  the  woild 
is  nothing  to  me.  I long  to  he  in  heaven,  praif- 
tng  and  glorifying  God  with  the  holy  angels:  all 
my  defne  is  to  glorifv  Goth’’ 

During  the  whole  of  thwfe  lafl  two  weeks  of 
his  hie,  he  fc-emed  to  continue  loofe  from  all  the 
woild,  as  having  done  his  work,  and  done  with 
all  things  here  below,  having  nothing  to  do  but 
to  die,  and  abiding  in  an  earned  defire  and  ex- 
pedition of  the  happy  moment,  when  his  foul 
fhould  take  its  flight,  and. go  ter  a date  of  perfec- 
tion, of  holinefs,  and  per leth  glori tying  and  en- 
joying God.  He  faid,  That  the  corifideralion 
of  the  day  of  death,  and  the  day  of  judgment, 
had  a long  time  been  peculiarly  fweet  to  him.” 
He  from  time  to  lime  fpake  of  his  being 
willing  to  leave  the  body,  and  the  world  imme- 
diately,. if  it  was  the  will  of  God.  He  a!fo 
was  much  i it  exp  re  fling  his  longing  that  the 
church  of  Chrift  on  earth  might  flourifh,  and 
Chrift’s  kingdom  here  might  be  advanced,  not- 
withftanding  he  was  about  to  leave  the  earth,  and 
fhould  not  with  his  eyes  behold  the  defirable 
event.  He  faid  to  me,  one  morning,  “ My 
thoughts  have  been  employed  on  the  old  dear 
tjjeme,  the  prosperity  of  God's  church  on  earth. 

As 
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As  1 waked  out  of  deep,  I was  led  to  cry  for  the 
.-pouring  out  of  God’s  Spirit,  and  (he  advance- 
ment of  C hr  id's  kingdom,  which  the  dear  Re- 
-deemer  did,  and  differed  fo  much  for.  It  is  that 
-efpecialiy  makes  me  long  for  it.” 

He  once  told  me,  that  “ he  had  formerly 
'■longed  for  the  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
and  the  glorious  times  of  the  church,  and  hoped 
they  were  coming:  and  fhould  have  been  willing 
•to  have  lived  to  promote  religion  at  that  time,  if 
-that  had  been  the  will  of  God  : but  (fays  he)  i 
am  willing  it  fhould  be  as  it  is  : I would  not  have 
-the  choice  to  make  for  myfeif,  for  ten  thoufand 
•worlds.”  He  expreffed  on  his  death-bed  a full 
•perfuafion  that  he  fhould  in  heaven  fee  the  profpe- 
-rity  of  the  church  on  earth,  and  fhould  rejoice 
with  Chriff  therein;  and  the  conlideration  of  it 
■Teemed  to  be  highly  pleafing  to  his  mind. 

He  alfo  Hill  dwelt  much  on  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  work  of  mimflrrs  ; and  expreffed  his 
•longings,  that  they  might  be  filled  with  the  Spirit 
of  God ; and  manifefled  much  Jcfice  to  fee  fume 
of  the  neighbouring  minifiers,  wnorn  he  had  fame 
.acquaintance  wit!;,  that  he  might  converfe  freely 
with  them  on  that  fubject  before  he  died.  And 
it  fo  happened,  that  he  had  opportunity  with 
Tome  of  them,  according  to  his  delire. 

Another  thing  that  lay  much  on  his  heart,  and 
-that  he  fpa-fce  of,  from  time  to  'ime,  in  thefe 
near  approaches  of  death,  was  the  fptritual  pro- 
■fpexity  of  his  own  congregation  : and  when  he 
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fpake  of  them,  it  was  with  peculiar  fendernefc, 
fo  that  his  fpeech  would  be  prefently  interrupted 
and  drowned  with  tears. 

* He  alfo  expreffed  much  fatisfatlicn  in  the 
difpofals  of  Providence,  with  regard  to  the  cir- 
•cumftances  of  his  death  ; particularly  that  God 
had  before  his  death  given  him  the  opportunity 
he  had  inBoflon,  with  fo  many  confident’  le  per- 
fons,  minifters,  and  others,  to  give  in  his  telti- 
mony  for  God,  and  ag  tinh  falfe.  religion ; and 
there  to  lay  before  charitable  gentlemen,  the 
ila  c of  the  Indians,  to  fo  good  effefit;  and  that 
God  had  fince  given  him  an  opportunity  tot  rite 
to  them  farther  concerning  thefe  affairs;  and  to 
write  other  letters  of  importance,  that  he  hoped 
might  be  of  good  influence  with  regard  to  tire 
ftate  of  religion  among  the  Indians,  and  elfe- 
where,  after  his  death.  He  alfo  mentioned  its_s 
what  he  accounted  a merciful  circtim fiance  of  his 
death,  that  he  fhould  die  here.  And  fpeaking 
of  thefe  things,  he  laid,  “ God  had  granted  him 
ail  his  defire;  ’ and  fignified,  that  now  he  could 
with  the  greater  alacrity  leave  the  world.] 

Monday,  September  28.  I was  able  to  read, 
and  make  fome  few  corrections  in  mv  private 
writings;  but  found  I could  not  write  as  I had 
done  ; I found  mvfelf  fenfibly  declining  in  all  re- 
fpeffts.  It  has  been  only  from  a little  while  be- 
fore noon,  till  about  one  or  two  o’clock,  that  I 
have  been  able  to  do  any  thing  for  feme  time 

paid; 
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part  : yet  this  refrefhed  my  heart,  that  I could  do 
anything,  either  public  or  private  for  God. 

[This  evening,  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  dying : 
he  thought  fo  himfelf,  and  was  thought  fo  by 
thofe  who  were  about  him.  He  feemed  glad  at 
the  appearance  of  death.  He  was  almoft  fpeech- 
lefs,  but  his  lips  appeared  to  move : and  one  that 
fat  very  near  him,  heard  him  utter,  “ Come, 
Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly. — Oh,  why  is  his  cha- 
riot fo  long  in  coming  !” — After  he  revived,  he 
blamed  himfelf  for  having  been  too  eager  to  be 
gone.  * And  in  expreffing  what  he  found  in  his 
mind  at  that  time,  he  faid,  he  then  found  an  in- 
expreffibly  fweet  love  to  thofe  that  he  looked 
upon  as  belonging  to  Chrijl , beyond  all  that  ever 
he  felt  before;  fo  that  it  “ feemed  (to  ufe  his 
own  words)  like  a little  piece  of  heaven  to  have 
one  of  them  near  him.”  And  being  afked,  whe. 
ther  he  heard  the  prayer  that  was  (at  his  defire) 
made  with  him  ; he  faid,  “ Yes,  he  heard  every 
word,  and  had  an  uncommon  fenfe  of  the  things 
that  were  uttered  in  that  prayer,  and  that  every 
word  reached  his  heart.” 

On  the  evening  of  Tuefday,  September  29,  as 
he  lay  in  his  bed,  his  mind  feemed  greatly  en- 
gaged concerning  the  profperity  of  Zion  ; there 
being  prefent  at  that  time  two  candidates  for  the 
minijlry,  he  defired  11s  all  to  unite  in  finging  a 
pfalm  on  that  fubjeft,  even  Zion’s  profperity. 
And  on  his  defire  we  fung  a part  of  the  toad 
pfalm.  This  feemed  much  to  refrelh  him,  and 
a . gave : 
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gave  him  new  ffrength ; fo  that,  though  before 
he  could  fcarce  fpeak  at  all,  now  he  proceeded, 
with  fome  freedom  of  fpeech,  to  give  his  dying 
eounfels  to  thofe  two  young  gentlemen,  relating 
to  the  great  work  of  the  miniflry  they  were  de- 
figned  for.  In  particular,  he  earneftly  recom- 
mended to  them  frequent  fecret  fajling  and 
■prayer : and  enforced  his  counfel  with  regard  to 
this,  from  his  own  experience  of  the  great  comfort 
and  benefit  of  it;  which  (faid  he)  I fhoidd  not 
mention,  were  it  not  that  I am  a dying  perfon. 
And  after  he  had  finifhed  his  counfel,  he  made  a 
prayer,  in  the  audience  of  us  all;  wherein,  be- 
fides  praying  for  his  family,  for  his  brethren, 
and  thofe  candidates  for  the  miniflry,  and  for 
bis  own  congregation,  he  earneflly  prayed  for 
the  reviving  and  flourifhing  of  religion  in  the 
world. 

Till  now,  he  had  every  day  fat  up  part  of  the 
day ; but  after  this  he  never  rofe  from  his  bed.] 

Wednefday,  September  30.  I was  obliged  to 
keep  my  bed  the  whole  day,  through  weaknefs. 
Howeverlredeemed  a little  time,  and  witn  the  help 
of  my  brother,  read  and  corrected  about  a dozen 
pages  in  my  M.  S.  giving  an  account  of  my  con- 
verfion. 

Friday,  Oflober  2.  My  foul  was  this  day,  at 
turns,  fweetly  fet  on  God  : I longed  to  be  with 
him,  that  I might  behold  his  glory  : I felt  fweetly 
difpofed  to  commit  all  to  him,  even  m\  dearelV 
friends,  my  dearell  flock,  and  my  abfent  brother* 

ana 
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and  all  my  concerns  for  time  and  eternity.  Ok 
that  his  kingdom  might  come  into  the  world  ; 
that  they  might  all  love  and  glorify  him  ; and 
that  the  blefled  Redeemer  might  “ fee  of  the  tra- 
vail of  his  foul,  and  be  fatisfied  ! Oh,  come, 
JLordJefus,  come  quickly  ! Amend’d 

("The  next  evening  we  much  expefted  his  bro- 
ther John  from  New-Jerfey ; it  being  about  a 
week  after  the  time  that  he  propofed  for  his  re- 
turn. And  though  our  expectations  were  ftill 
difappointed  ; yet  Mr.  Brainerd  feemed  to  con- 
tinue unmoved,  in  the  fame  calm  frame,  that  he 
had  before  manifefled ; as  having  refigned  all  to 
God,  and  having  done  with  his  friends,  and  with 
all  things  here  below. 

* On  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  being 
Lord’s-day,  OClober  4, -as  my  daughter  Jerufha 
(who  chiefly  tended  him)  came  into  the  room,  he 
looked  on  her  very  pleafantly,  and  (aid,  “ Dear 
Jerufha,  are  you  willing  to  part  with  me  ? — I am 
quite  willing  to  part  with  you  ; I am  wil- 
ling to  part  with  all  rny  friends:  I am  willing 
to  part  with  my  dear  brother  John,  although 
I love  him  the  beft  of  any  creature  living; 
I have  committed  him  and  all  my  friends  to 
God,  and  can  leave  them  with  God.  Though, 
if  I thought  I fliould  not  fee  you,  and  be  happy 
with  you  in  another  world  I could  not  bear  to 
part  with  you.  But  we  fliall  fpendan  happy  eter- 
nity 

+ Here  ends  his  diary  : thefe  are  the  laft  words,  that  are 
written  in  it,  either  by  his  own  hand,  or  from  his  mouth. 
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niiy  toigeiher  !”|  In  the  evening,  as  one  came 
into  the  room  with  a bible  in  her  hand,  he  laid, 
“ Oh,  that  dear  book  ! that  lovely  book  ! I lhall 
foon  fee  it  opened  ! the  myfleries  that  are  in  it, 
and  the  myfteries  of  God's  providence,  will  be 
all  unfolded !” 

His  dillemper  now  apparently  preved  on  his 
vitals  : not  by  a fudden  breaking  of  ulcers  in  his 
lungs,  as  at  Boflon,  but  by  a conflant  difcharge 
of  petulent  matter,  in  great  quantities;  fo  that 
what  he  brought  up  by  expefloration,  feemed  to 
be  as  it  were  mouthfuls  of  almoft  clearer ; which 

was 

J Since  this,  it  has  pleated  God  to  takeaway  this  my  dear 
child,  on  the  14th  of  February  next  following,  after  a Ihort  ill- 
nefs  of  five  days,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  her  age.  She  was  a 
per fon  cf  much  the  fame  fpirit  with  Mr.  Brainc-rd.  She  had 
conftantly  taken  care  of,  and  attended  him  in  his  ficknefs,  for 
nineteen  weeks  before  his  death,  devoting  herfelfto  it  with  great 
delight,  becaufe  {he  looked  on  him  as  an  eminent  fervant  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift.  In  this  time,  he  had  much  converfation  with  her  on 
things  of  religion  ; and  in  his  dying  ftate,  often  exprefied  to  us, 
her  parents,  his  great  fatisfaftion  concerning  her  true  piety,  and 
his  confidence  that  he  fhould  meet  her  in  heaven  ; and  his  high 
opinion  cf  her,  not  only  as  a true  Chriftian,  but  a very  eminent 
faint ; one  whofe  foul  was  uncommonly  fed  and  entertained  with 
things  that  appertain  to  the  raoft  fpiritual  parts  of  religion;  and 
one  who,  by  the  temper  of  her  mind,  was  fitted  to  deny  hcrfelf 
for  God,  and  to  do  good  beyond  any  young  woman  that  he 
knew  of.  She  had  manifefted  a heart  uncommonly  devoted  to 
God,  in  the  com  fe  of  her  life,  many  years  before  her  death  ; and 
faid  on  her  death-bed,  that  “ Ihehad  not  fee n one  minute  for 
feveral  years,  wherein  fhe  defiled  to  live  one  minute  longer,  for 
the  fake  of  any  other  good  in  lifefibut  doiDg  good,  living  to  God, 
and  doing  -.vhat  might  be  for  his  glory,” 
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was  attended  with  very  great  inv/ard  pain  and  dif- 
tre  fs. 

On  Thurfday,  Odlober  6,  he  lay  for  a confi- 
derable  time,  as  if  he  was  dying.  At  which  time, 
he  was  heard  to  utter  in  broken  whifpers,  fuc  a 
expreffions  as  thefe  ; “ He  will  come,  he  will 
not  tarry. — I fhall_foon  be  in  glory. — I fhall 
foon  glorify  God  with  the  angels.” — But  after 
fome  time  he  revived. 

The  next  day,  viz.  Wednefday,  Odlobef  7, 
his  brother  John  arrived  from  New-Jerfey,  where 
he  had  been  detained  much  longer  than  he  in- 
tended, by  a mortal  ficknefs  prevailing  among  the 
C brill  tan  Indians.  Mr.  iBrainerd  was  refrefhed 
with  feeing  him,  and  appeared  fully  fatisfied 
with  the  reafons  of  his  delay  ; feeing  the  intereft 
of  religion  and  of  the  fouls  of  his  people  required 
if. 

The  next  day,  Thurfday,  Oftober  8.  He  told 
me  it  was  impoflible  for  any  one  to  conceive  the 
difirefs  he  felt  in  his  bread;.  He  manifefled  much 
concern  left  he  fhould  difironour  God  by  impa- 
tience. He  defired  that  others  would  be  much 
in  lifting  up  their  hearts  to  God  for  him.  He 
dignified,  that  he  expefted  to  die  that  night ; but 
deemed  to  fear  a longer  delay  : and  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  mind  with  regard  to  death  appeared 
Hill  the  fame  that  it  had  been  all  along.  And 
notwitbflanding  his  bodily  agonies,  yet  the  in- 
tereff  of  Zion  lay  ftill  with  great  weight  on  his 
.mind ; as  appeared  by  fome  considerable  djf- 

courfe 
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courfe  he  had  that  evening  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Billing,  one  of  the  neighbouring  Miniflers,  con- 
cerning the  great  importance  of  the  work  of  the 
miniltry.  And  afterwards,  when  it  was  very  late 
in  the  night,  he  had  much  difcourfe  with  his 
brother  John,  concerning  his  congregation  in 
New-Jerfey,  and  the  intereft  of  religion  among 
the  Indians.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  night,  his 
bodily  diftreffes  fcemed  to  rife  to  a greater  height 
than  ever;  and  he  faid  to  thofe  then  about  him, 
that  “ it  was  another  thing  to  die  than  what  peo- 
ple imagined;”  explaining  himfelfto  mean,  that 
they  were  not  aware  what  bodily  pain  and  anguilh 
is  undergone  before  death.  Towards  day,  his 
eves  fixed  ; and  he  continued  lying  immoveable, 
till  about  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  then 
expired,  on  Friday,  O&ober  9,  1747,  when  his 
foul  was  received  by  his  dear  Lord  and  Mailer, 
as  an  eminently  faithful  fervant,  into  a Hate  of 
perfeftion  of  holinefs,  and  fruition  of  God,  which 
he  had  fo  often  and  fo  ardently  longed  for. 

Much  refpefl  was  (hewn  to  his  memory  at  his 
funeral ; which  was  on  the  Monday  following, 
after  a fermon  preached  the  fame  dav,  on  that  fo- 
lemn  occafion.  His  funeral  was  attended  by 
-eight  of  the  neighbouring  miniflers,  feventeen 
other  gentlemen  of  liberal  education,  and  a great 
.concourfe  of  people.] 
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